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The events which raurked the personal history, and 
(Icyeloped themfielves during the career c>f the illus- 
trioiis subject of these Meinoii*s, were of no 
occiuTeuce; in some respects they stand if\ 

HiOdorn history. The trarisaclions in which ' 
eoncorned were of the gravest iinportaiice ;■ 
niatorially the dostiny of both Europe apd Asia* ^ 
transitiittuig to posterity maxims and princi pics 
igoveminent \vhichi;n)odify the ciTilization of iiie niiie 
leenfch century, and'jwliich will long be fbit. iU every 
part of the British J mpire.. 

The times in Marcpess Wellosley livt^d 

, were signal; the' ihoH amongst whom he tnoved, and 
with whom he acted, were among the most distin¬ 
guished and renowned that this nation ever pro¬ 
duced. 

AVhen, by the early death of his father, this remark- 
able man w:(,s called from those classical studicvs 5?» 
which he took delight, to enter upon the business of 
lif v Greet Britain and Ireland, though united under 
one Crown, ^7ere separate and distinct kingdoma ' lender 
the anomalous constitution then existing, he ait 
peer in the upper legislative chamber in Ireland, an''* 
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c:o)itp.mj>oranooiislv the represeDtativ^ of a JboFouglv 
ill tfa.o British House ,of Comnions. At that period the 
iimH of the Irisli people may be said to liavc been Tt^ithout 
the protection of the eomineroe was under the 

most stringent restrictionSt—lior was it till seyetal years 
subseqiuvatly, (hat the com and agricultui’al produce of 
Ireland was admitted into England duty free ; the dis- 
cus-sicuis on the great question of the Regency, inwhicli 
Lord Wellesley took a prominent part, exhibited the 
specLacle of the British monarchy divided against 
itself: and prepared the way for the Legislative ITnion, 
'whivdi was achieved soon after on the guarantee., that , 
0 ‘pTfd rights shoukVbo conferred upon all the inhabitanta 
.;of United Kingdom witliout distinction of race, or 
■^ced. When the French Revolution astounded the na- 
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A the,earth, Lord Wellesley (then Earl of Morning 


bn) was It Minister' of the Crown In all 
which aro!^!e out of the exceiti.ric nipjral phenomrna.pljt^^ 
N’rvablo during that tremendous i^p^cb, he took a parlfl 
and appeared ptiblicly lU" a chamnop against tho one^ ' 
mi os of the monarchical pidnciplc and the system of 1 ^ 0 “ 
vcaled Religion. He assumg l,.;a decided Anti~Gallioaa 
attitude ; and strenuously advised and supported the 
war against the French revoiutioiiary Govormnent. His 
conflict with Mr. Sheridan on this topic in the House 
of Commons, estaldishcd his reputation as it v5:;oroiis 
and eloquent debater, though his speech cn the, occa¬ 
sion referred to, had to endure comparison "with one^^if 
tlie finest rhetorical outbursts of his l)villiant and 
liriely cultivated antagonist. , ■ 

/'f f r of Parliaineutary Reform, the - ■ n 

^^'Oluuivens, the Skive Trade, the Proseoutious for 
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Iteetingfi, m traitorom {# 
coedihgs (jf United Xristm'ieu orgaii' 

ized bj TheoMd Wolf Tone, the Iudi.a BUI <^., 
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pass in review in tra^Ljj 'tlie life of Lord W^ollesley ; 

' nf)arly every portion of which, from the moment of 
attaining manhood, was consecrated to the public 
service^ ■ '' ' ■ ' " ' 

Prior to Ills appointment as Oovcrnor-Gencral oi 
India in 1797 , we see him sitting as a Peer in the 
li’ish Housd nf Lords—successively member in the • Par- _ 
liameut of Great Britain for the boroughs of Beeval-"^ 
ston, Saltash, and Windsor—one of the Knights of'-SL 
Patrick, on Llie original foundation ol that illustrious ^ 
^ order— -a Privy Gouhcillor in Ueland—a Lord of tli.^ 
•; 11 ^ —a Member of the English Frivjf^ 

’( 'Hm Commissioner for the aflairs in India— 

^it possible to ' contemplate the the 

,1 ■>)/ - ^ from the Msiory of tho^M . 

and sxfoh I rOthers!—^oyer whose education, 
in iffo; and feme, he watched with 
• i d ^terml affectiai. To his care the veneri^ble 
/ L'V<: military renown has become one 

' Vl\i%l properties of this country, was^ 
fu; fe-' ,.uV.i))e opportunities for displaying wonder- 
Governor-Gener^^ India ;u 
^; 4 r,.iiAi> w distance, and afterw^ards 
■f 4 '' ^-d’igvj’ ii Spain, and Secretary^ ^£. ptate for foreign 
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v,.-,jV. ■!,*(>> Wellesle/liad T>o''^ei- •<>f ad- 

.-41 supportbg his hrothr; 

M.er Hi.,( * 1 !iaUties of the man, a 


knowing the iMiiatb 

. .iacbiiuiv-.C5 ui uuu ixirtu, ** , . ... . 

V5.. u'r «»:, sagacity of his capacious ound. ho 
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neyeJvJiedteted to empkj his in^uemm to |>rodu^ t)ie 
Hc.tjiourabk Artluir Welleslcj^^s advaucioneiit ; fai\ tiot- 
v/ltii^5tandiag ithe oblo4|u^ to ivliich it exposed hiro, he 
was IxorioumMy consci^^ that in {promoting Jiis rela- 
tire to posts of trust and he was conferring 

air adrantage on his Country, 

But the Marquess ^Vellesley^ Indian admitiisiration 
is justly regarded as the most splendid period of his ' 
LordMhip's history; though perhaps its lustre has, in 
some degree, tended to east in the shade other portidhs 
-of his public services of great utility. When he as- 
Kinned tii6 reins of Government in Bengal, British 
|wer was tottering in the Indian Peninsula. Althougji 
the French settlements of Masulipatam, Pondicherry, 
ffliendemagore, Carical, and Mahd, had, in 1778, fallen 
tiie hands of the British, a strong Qaijican pariy 
in India, whose constant efforts w ere employed 
jo proTiict-O tlm views of Pmirce, and depress- tlk in- 
rterosts of England in the East His hrst care was 
effeotimlly to coiVAbcract the designs of the 

^ h*ench agents employed in the armies of the natite 
and; by restoring tlrii^^felance of power, which 
Uhd grievously disarranged under the anbcciie and 
vli'vided e.-yy .[jg predecessors, as w^I as by the 

lormation o , ti-eaties-with the native powers, 

to take socruiify the safety of the British possessions 
against uitefiu ] enemies, ilis caution and decision in 
tl-e war with gciltaun, which crusheit tJie hopes 

of the French hi India, and the. pYompri 

whkn^ he fitied expediti'ni tooobpern te from the 

Red, Sea, with the and Turkish forvos against 

tnc Ixench in Egypt, designs 
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Fmicl). Directory, and foiled tiie i , • 

of Buonaparte, wto had hoped, with the aid ' , 
and other iuairgeui ciiiefsV to build upon tl; 
he British powerthe East, an empire i!* ■ 
coiubiDe the glories of Alexander, Mahomet , 

magiio! Lord ^Telleslej anticipatevl over^ n c ' 
Hf Buonaparte,“he took eveiy precaution ', 

)resight could suggest, to bafile the ina« 
he enemy and maintain the iiitegritj , ; 

art security to, the vast possessions comif 
large. The wisdom of the Marqueso y^ 

)oliey in India is now universally rcc/ai^t s, i^;.e 
voice of all parties is unequivocally ^ y 

favour. The calumnies and ' 

which his measures were for a time 
perished and are forgotten ; and th<rii:^>iiM^£ncc. of 
public services is gratefully recorded bygreht Col^ 
pany who sway tho de^times of British ludfa \vli«',bu 

expense his official, dhpatches have been ^irciiiated ,ibr 
the instruction of tlie' sA’wants of the East 
pam ' ;the princip4i'^.vii’jch should >h'•' 

■con ^ ■ if ' ;., r 

Wellesley filled the offices of A'Uilw % 

, '.ry in Sptuii, and his Majesty?'?? prih' '.^oi 
itate for Foreign Affairs at > most mm. ; ; 

] ^ Ahe memorable struggle ia> th ;'idr ? 

sustained with his characteristic ebne 
Sir Arthur Wellesley's 
■1 be found, were not of more 
1 cause of enslaved fhwopi-', ihfUi'w:'* 
movements of the Marquess Vfdl.u.u’y 'f' 
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oxainination of Lord Welloslej''a. corroapoii- 
: with the AtneiTO Govcmineni and the British 
qlenipotentiary at'. Wawlihigtoii, will assist matori-' 
all)'' in developing the merits of the important coh- 
tipYcrsies between England and the United States 
w 4 ich led to the ilUadvised and inglorious war 
between the- two countries in 1812. Q,uostions of 
graYOst importance in connection with the mar 
iimi;- rights of this kingdom, and the general pi^ncipli 
of imtiernational law, are involved in those discussion 
-w'Mch sprang out of the arbi trary and unv/aiTantab' 
m iyf: Berlin and Milan, promulgated by Buona- 
j "parte |or the purpose of destroying the commerce o( 
iBri^in. : , 

W Lord M^ellesley was among the ablest and steadiest,; 
^lidvocaW of Catholic Emancipation-^and the great 
princlplp of civil and religious liberty identified with 
that epK^stion. It is deeply to be lamented that the 
motion WjhiGh his Lordship made in the House,of Lords 
iu July 1*812, and which was qu y; lost by a nn^jprity of 
and tlntt one a proxy, w{i.<; (hueated Mr. 0 - ring’s 
morion hawing been carried in the House of C pna 
A settlem^mt of the question at that period wC ye 
prevented idiscussions that have since embitl , r 
social and p\olitical condition of Ireland. Lore. 
ley continued to advocate, vrith undaunted ' 
iust and neceasary measure till its final accoii 
in 1829. 

To his Lofdship belongs the merit of hm 
e<] 8 ‘^ 2 s^i^';i^hich convulsed I 


"‘Mm 


■A 






■d- vriih that great Otan 


by secretoat^^ u 
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perpctiiatod religious feuis aud the contests ot 
i rival races in Ireland ; exchidecl the iiiass of the popula¬ 
tion from tlie pale of the constitution ; dOjjrived the 
lung’s Roman fettollc subjects of every right and privi¬ 
lege that makes life valuable to free mtn, and rendered 
a real union between the iwo countries inipossible. 
\ig5iiallj orgjiTii^ied for the purposes of sell-dcfeiicr: 
id maintain iiig the power of England in tel and, the 
range Society considered thenisolves an Engl isli garrison 
a foreign and hostile land, that was to be vetaiued 
f rhe force of arms and ruled by military terror and 
oercion. It is unquestionably true that they were 
uiwavering in their allegiance, aiid that they presorvud, ; 
vitli lieroio constancy a steady fidelity to tlic Orown ‘ 
,ind people of England, to whom they wore attached 
the ties of religion,^ and blood; but as the reward pf 
fclicir fealty they considered that every office of trust 
and emolument rightly belonged to tliem, and^they 
jealously and religiously excluded the most upriglit and 
,he most lioiiour^ble citizens of the Roman Caiholic 
persuasion from a participation oi power. Exclusion was 
one of their systematic rules of action ; intolerance 
was, avowedly, a guiding principle. They believed, 
many of them most conscientiously, that it was neces¬ 
sary to act in the nineteenth century as their fore» 
fathers had acted six hundred years before. They 
never considered the amalgamation of Saxon and 
Gelt a desirable object. Their whole policy was to 
keep themselves separate and distinct from their 
iiomau Catholic fellow-countrymen. To impart equal 
rights to the Irish, — to cover them, witli the mgis of 
Englisli law,—4o promote the real incorporailon of 
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{(10.113 with Great Britain By the abolition of olilihtta 
aiitl unphilosophical clistinotjons, and by the full re¬ 
cognition of tlie lights of consci'Jilco, ^appeared to them 
to he extravagantly absurd. Such a confederacy, when 
inilamed by religious animosities and prejudices, and 
auiiTirtted by a recollection of by-goiie conflicts, would 
present an insuperable barrier to the improvement o''' 
any country. So long as Ireland was to be treated i 
a subjugated foreigu province, the existence of a gain'E 
son, locking to England “ a,s the rock from whence th» 
were hewn,” ready at any moment to appear in tl 
field in arms to support the authority of the Crown 
^ nfighthav,'! been useful and even necessary : but it h 
''^•pei’lectly obvious that the perpetuation 'of such ai 
'.institution, under tlm favour and protection of the 
^Jovcrimient, presented an inshpei^hle bamer to the 
Pacification of Ireland on the principle of rendering 
her inhabitants loyal and peaceable British citizens by 
abolishing all invidious distinctions.^ .'However laudable ' 
thpir intentions, and sincere . thieiv profe,ssidn.s ol 
loyalty were, the existence of art Organized body with 
secret signs and symbols was a precedent for other dan¬ 
gerous and illegral associations, and was therefore to be 
deprecated as deeply'injurious to the public peace; 

Lord "Wellesley was the first who ventured,, publicly 
to discourage the system of Orange ascendancy .—he 
inflicted a wound upon it from which it never reco¬ 
vered. The amoliomtion of Ireland is now difficult ; 
hut under the sway of the Orange system of exclusion 
on account of religious opinions, it was mpossihk. ! 

Much has been said as to the difference between the ' 
Celtic and feaxon races, and many theories have been 


misfify. 
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upon the difl'oreiices supposed to he observabl.' 
in what are ^considered pure specimens of both races. 
Without denying the general proposition, that different 
races of men are . maxkod with distinguishing charac" 
ieristics, 'WO maj%e jjiermitted to remark that there 
great difficulties in the application of such theories 
the condition, of the Irish people, (limate lias 
)torioualj .a powerful effect upon tlie human consti- 
ition ; and it is consistent with i*eason to sup- 
>se that there could be any radical and essential 
itural difference between the inliabitants of one por- 
bn of the British Isles and the other, -wliose progo- 
itors had been established ia these islands for upwards ,, 
f a thousand years. As a matter of fact, too, 
iro great difficulties in deciding who are Celts and whd 
ire Saxons, there being a strong infusion of Auglo- 
kxori blood among the Homan Catholic population ut 
Ireland. Stature and weight of the human ihiine arc' . 
fallacious standards j and the difference in habits 'of, 
the two members of 'the British family is no certain 
criterion that there is an essential difference between 
the constitution of a Celt and Anglo-Saxon. How ffir 
are those habits to bo ascribed to political circum¬ 
stances ? To what extent have they been modified 
by , peculiarities of law's, institutions, social arrange¬ 
ments, and food These questions require to bo cau¬ 
tiously examined; a candid exaniination of them 
cahnot fail to produce the conviction that the inih- 
riority observable in the Celtic peasant in Ireland com¬ 
pared with the Anglo-Saxon, is mainly to he ascribed 
to the sinister effects of mistjovernment It is, perhaps, 
not too much to say that, if the 8ax0n rustics of 


England had been trampled tipon for 

been denied the protection of those wise, laws, be- 

qneathed to thorn by their free ancestors, which have 

instead of enjoy- 


made England 


what she is,- 

ing the beneficent effects of a re^skUnt imJepmchni 
gentry and nobility, regularly perfonning their $ocv 
the landed proprietary absentees, t 

estates of the country had freq-uently undergone confi 
cation, and the mass of the pppulation been conipolle 
to livo upon the most inferior food,-*^it may be a que^ 
tion whether so great a difference would liave bee 
obsei vable between the Celts and Saxons of the Britis 
as now subsists. If ail political distinctions wen 
ab'oVjshed--if equal laws and equal rights wero ex 
ieVhded to all Britons indifferontlj, and the blessings 01 
‘UsLgpvernment, universal education, and, above all the 
ponigp inffuence of a resident landed proprietary, wore 
extMlcd CO Ireland, it may be affirmed with confidence 
'that the leading differences between the peascantry of 
the two countries would graduallj^ diminish and finally 
disappear. 

Both the obsolete system of Ascendency, and 
the modern doctrine of Ireland for the Irish,-— 
contra-distinguislied from the Anglo-Saxon, — would 
be equally repugnant to the existence of that just . 
and beneficial political equality in Ireland which 
liord Wellesley w^as so desirous of establishing. Xor 
ought we to dismiss the subject without remark¬ 
ing, tliat while it appears not to be difficult to trace 
to political sources, many of tlic qualities which are 
considered nmjhs of inferiority in tlie Celtic family, 
which have been ascribed to ]>hysical causes, it is 
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worse than vain, to seek to depreciate the 
Saxou .race whc^se robust manhood, perseverance, 
energy, skill, iiadoTrjj^blo courage, and dignity of cliar' 
ractor haro made the English name respected in the 
remotest corners ftpr the earth! 

Several practical, ameliorations of the greatest im¬ 
portance distinguished the Viceroyalty of the Marquess 
Wellesley. 

In the succeeding volumes the events of Lord 
Wellesley’s life are laid before the reader, from 
the most authentic sources. The valuable collection 
of original manuscripts, presented by the rejuesenla- 
tives of the late Marquess to the .British Museum, and 
deposited among the national archives, have, by spe^||'.' 
permission, been carefully examined, and such selec-^ ■ 
tions made from his Lordshijfs papers and the pablic*-' \ 
records as were necessary to illustmte the subject ■ 

these volumes, A large collection of letters, writ ten''*' 
by some of the mo*st celebrated of the Marquess of' • 
Wellesley^s oonternporaries, and illustrative of the 
times in which he lived, not hitherto published, 
liave been added, and are incorporated with the work. 

London, 

Jan. 1846, 
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PRECIS OF THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY'S 
CAREER. 


Bom Juno 20th 

• • • • 

VKAR 

1760 

At Eton ... 

1772 

Entered Christ Church College, Oxtbril, Doc. 

1778' 

Succeeded to the Earldom of Mornington May ^2n<i 

1781 ^ 

Took his seat in the Irish Parliament 

1782 V V. 

Knight of St. Patrick ... 

178S ^ 

Member for Beeralston 

1784 ■ 

Member of Irish Privy Council 

1785; 

A Lord of the Treasury (England) 

1786^4; 

Member for Saltash 

1787 

Member for Now Windsor, June 

1788 

British Privy Councillor «... 

17.93 

Gustos Rotulorura of the County of Meath 

1796 

Married Mademoiselle Roland, 29th November . 

1794 

One of the Chief Remembrancers of the Irish hlx- 


chequer • . . , , 

1796 

Created Baron Wellesley of Great Britain, 20th of 


October ..... 

1797 

Governor-General of India 

1797 

Created Marquess Wellesley, December 2nd . 

1799 

Captain-General and Cominander-in-Chief in the 


East . 

1800 

Created Knight of the Crescent 

1801 

Returned from England ... 

180.5 


■i 


IJ-" . 






Arr)bassador to the Supreme Central Junta of Spain, 
July 28th . 

Retiirued from Spain, December . « « 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, December • 
Knight of the Garter . . • • 

Resigned the Order of St. Patrick • 

Resigned the Office of Foreign Secretary 
Death of the first Marchioness of Wellesley 
Lord-lieutenant of Ireland, December 
Second Marriage, October 2S)th . 

Resigned the Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland, March 
Appointed Lord Steward of the Household 
Resigned . • 

Second time Lord-L.ieutenant of Ireland, September 
Resigned the Lord-Lieutenancy, December 
Appointed Lord-Chamberlain to his Majesty 
Resigned , . . • * 

Selections from his Lordsbip^s Indian Dispatches, 
published . . • • 

Prints for private distribution a volume of Poems, 
Primitue et Reliquim 

Fast India Company resolve to place a marble 
Statue, in honour of Marquess Wellesley, in 
the India House 

Died September 26tb . . . ♦ 
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CHAPTER I. 

Antiquity ol“ the Wellesley FuTfnily.~-‘MB. Pedigree.— Do Welieskys 
of Soinersetsln’re, WiDiaw L — De Wellesleghe iicconipanys 

•Benry II. to Ireland — settles thojrc%~--Ceii test between Abbot of Olas- 
,i<n‘ibiiry and Philip Do Wkllesleigh.—English .Estates pass to Banastres, 
dtc.-*—Sir W. Do Wellestoy in Ptirikment.—^Edward IL gra-fits Kildare 
CastkiM Edward III. gi'ants Deinor. ■<— Lord J ohii Do W ellesltjy captures 
O’Tool.'—Estates County Meath. — Sir W. Do Wellesley, Sherjif 
Comity .Kildare, in Parliament, appointed by Kidmrd 11. Governor 'pf 
Cavbery Castle—Pursues the O’Bnens.—De ’Wellesleys Barons pi* 
Norragh.”—Spelnian MSS.— 'Dcngan Castle (birth-place of Welling¬ 
ton), A D, 14! 1. — Lordships of Morningtoi), &c. — Alliances with 
Cuaackes and Plunkets.—"Drops the De.^’— VValter Wellesley, Abbot, 
studiCsS at Oxford, Master of the Bolls, Bishop,— Henry VIIL—Cow¬ 
leys, Wellesleys^ and Cusakes iutermavry.— P<jdigree traced to Der- 
mot jM;i.craoroiigb, King of Leinster, and to .Itoderick O’Connor, King 
of Connaught.—Name of Welio8.ley contracted to Wesley—proof, 
Athena) Oxonienses.—Methodists.—Rev. Charles Wesley.—Colleys or 
Cowleyis settle in Ireland.—Lord Cowloyc, Staffordshire, holds various 
liigh otfiocs.—Sir H. Cowley in Pali iaraent.—Provid ore of Queen Eliza- 
beth- — Sidney, &c.—Pamily History. — Richard Colley takes tfie 
name, &e, of We.sley on the death of Garret Wesley.— Created Baron: 
—Son becomes Viscount Wellesley, Earl of Mornington, father of 
Riehard, tirst Marques.s, 'fee.— Marries Kcu’d Dungannon’s Daughter,-— 
Doctor of Music, T.C.D., &c.-^Mnsical Compositions.—Hichard Lord 
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Wellesley at Eton. — Mm?a^ Etoneisses.-r- Ojcford'-^^rize Doem, 
Death, oflus Bhithcr.—Becomes Earl of MoTniwgton.*~Generd^^^^^^ to his 
Mother.—AssoTnes hie Father’s Debts.—Education of H}s Bihthers.^^ 
Ages of William, Anno, Arthur^ G erald Valerian, Mary Elizabeth, 
and Henry, on the death of their father. 

The ’Vi'^elleslejs are descended from an Anglo-Irislv 
family of gresit antiquity. In a manuscript pedigi-ee 
among the papers of the late Marquess Wellesley, 
whiehappears to bean authenticated copy from Irish, 
genealogies in MS. in the .library of Trinity Gollege, 
Dublin, the Wellesley family is traced as high as the 
year A.D. 1239^ to Michael De Wellesleigh, the father 
of Wallerand De Wellesleigh, who was killed, together 
with Sir Robert De Percival, (one of the Egmon t 
family,) on the 22d of October, 1303. It is stated by 
Playfair, that the family is of Saxon origin ; deriring 
its name from the manor of Wellesley, anciently 
Welles-leigh, in the county of Somerset, which was 
held under the Bishops of Bath and Wells, and to 
which the family removed from Sussex soon after the 
flormau invasion. In the reign of Henry I. a grant of 
the grand serjeanty of all the country east of the river 
Ferret, as far as Bristol Bridge, including the manor 
of Wellesleigh in the hundred of Wells, was made 
to one Avenant De Wellesleghe, whose descendant, 
according to some authorities, upon the embarkation 
of King Henry 11. fur Ireland, accompanied that 
Monarch in the capacity of standard-bearer. The 
manuscript pedigree, to which reference has been made, 
is silent on this point; the statement apqrarently rest¬ 
ing on a tradition in the family that a standard, pre¬ 
served down to a late period in the inausion-houKSe of 
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the family ia Irelaad, had beeit botae by oae of its 
ancestors before Hmiry 11. A banner of St. George 
appears in the crest of the family, which was proba¬ 
bly worn in consequence of the royal .grant Of thb 
grand scrjeanty merGoned; tenants under that tO- 
liure having liad the honour of carrying the Khig’s 
sword or banner before him. In England the line 
was continued for seven generations tronr .Aveliant De 
Wdlesleglie. In the sixth year of Edward III. we iind 
Philip De Wellesleigh contesting with thC powerful 
Abbot of Glastonbury the claim which that church¬ 
man' had set up of exemption from the jurisdiction of 
the grand serjeanty, till then cirjoyed by his family. 
He produced the original grant of Henry L, and the 
confirmations of his privileges by succeeding kings, 
and proved his descent from A venant; thereby defeat- 
ing the pretensions of the Abbot, Philip had no male 
issue, and his estates passed, by his daughter Elizabeth, 
into tire- family of Banastre, and from thence into other 
families. The English line of the De Wellesleighs 
thus became extinct. 

We now turn to the Irish branch of this ancient 
house. William, the son of Wallemnd Dc Wellc.sleighj 
is described in the pedigree as Sir Wiiliam De 'Wellhs- 
ley (the family name now for the first time being 
written as it is at present). In the year 1339 Bir 
William was summoned to Parliament as a Baron of 
the realm, and had a grant by patent from Edward IL 
of the custody of his castle at Kildare, previously to 
the possession of it by the Fitzgerald family ; to hold 
the same for life, with a fee of twenty pounds a year. 
Being afterwards obliged to yield up the fortress to 






‘■.si'' 


JJFE AND 

the Earl v)f Kildare, ho received from Edward HI, a 
grant of the custody of the nmnbr Of Beiaor i ti 1S43. 
By his wife Elizabeth lie had a sou, Sir John De 
lesley, Knight, who wag also summoned to Parliament, 
and acted a conspicuous part in the events of hivS time. 
Oos the Iiistorian, recorder of Kiugsale, in his Blher- 
uia mentions, that in the year A.n. 1327> 

when Roger Outlaw, Prior of Kilinainham, the Lord 
Ohancellor, was made Lord Justice of Ireland,. Barid 
0‘Toel, a strong thief,” who had been taken pri-. 
sfrtier the Lent before hy Lm’d John ^I)e\ Wdleshiu 
was executed at Dublin. Tills OToole was one of the 
most actiyo of the insurgent -Irish chieftaim. Sir 
John Be Wellesley was appointed in 1334 a commis¬ 
sioner with extensive pow'ers, to preserve the peace in 
Ireland ; and a grant and free gift fiassed to him that 
year for services done against the 0‘Tooles, or O'To- 
thells, and for keeping the castle of Bunlavin, .and 
driving out the 0‘Tothells; also a grant was made, 
December 2nd, to his father, Sir William, for services 
rendered by him in Munster, and a.s compensation for 
damages sustained by him in that province. Upon 
the arrival of Sir Ralph De Ufford in Ireland, and the 
attainder of Thomas Fitzmaurice, Earl of Desmond, in 
1343, ho became security, jointly with the Earls of 
Ulster and Ormond, seventeen knights, and sundry, 
gentlemen of note, for the appearance of Desmond, 
upon whose flight the bond was sued out against them. 
One of Ms brothers apapears to have been Vicar of 
Kildare, 1377-8. Sir John De Wellesley, by his: 
first marriage, obtained considerable estates in the 
county of Kildare, and had one son, William. He 
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married again on the decease of his first wife, j and 
acquired a large landed property ]>y his second mar¬ 
riage. His son, who was under age at the time of his 
■fathei’’s death, is described in the mannseript pedigree 
as Sir William W'sHesley of Paynestown, county 
of Mejith, in. which county the family have been set¬ 
tled from the year 1363 to the present generation. 
He was summoned to Parliament as a Baron of thh 
Ilealm in 1374. In 1378 he served the ofrice of 
Sheriff for the county of Kildare; and. in 133 1 re¬ 
ceived a coumiission from Richard ILy appointing him 
keeper and governor of the ctistle, lands, and lord- 
ship of Carbery, and the lands and lordships of To- 
temoy and Eernegedagh for one year. In 1393 a 
writ was issued for granting him a reward for his 
labour and services performed against the O'Briens. 
His son, Sir Richard He Wellesley, served the same 
office of 8hcrifir of Kildare in 1418. Playfair men¬ 
tions that at this period the family of Wellesley bore 
the title of “ Barons of Eorragh,’' and also distinct 
arms, sometimes quarterly with their paternal coat, 
and sometimes singly; and by an old MS. list of 
Peers of Ireland, it appears that one of this family was 
summonGd to the Parliament called by Richard 11. 
when in Ireland in 1399, the la.st year of his 
reign. Various records show that they had much 
property in the town of Nomgh, the parish of Eor- 
raghmore, and the barony of Eorragh and Rheban, in, 
the county of Kildare ; but whether their barony had 
been derived from the chief lord of the palatinate of 
Meath, and not from the Crown, or whatever was the 
reason, the right of sitting in Parliament as Barons 
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does not appear to have , been exercised by their pos¬ 
terity ; but they have since had a. mere honorary ap¬ 
pellation of Baron, Baronet, or Banneret of Eorragh. 
Sir Henry Spelman, in his learned ■work “ Glossariuni,” 
expressly refers to the Wellesley family and the Bar- 
rony of Non agh: 

Ooiijecturam, auxit obiter quidam memorans, esse 
in Hibernia nonnullos quorum majoribus seinel ali- 
quando ad Parliinentum Regai illius vocatis, haeredes 
iionien Baromitoriom retinuerunt. Qua fide nititur, 
lion nuhi constat; sod plures esse in Hibernia Baromt- 
tos certum est, haircditarib hoc insignes titulo, ab an¬ 
tique. Scilicet (jirseter Nicholaum de S. Micliale, 
Baronet de Rhebau cujus meininit Camdenus in sua 
Hibernia) :— 



Sentleger, (quaire 
St. Legert) 
Den, 

Fitz Girald, 


Bai'onet de Flemarg. 


Iluseie, 

S. Mighell, 
Nangle, 


Baronet do Fortsmanstown. 
Baronet de Burnochiirch. 

Barmet de Norragh. 

Baronet do Galtrim. 

Baronet, de Serine, 

Baronet de Navan.”* 

Dengan Castle (the birthplace of the illustrious liero 
of Waterloo) came into the po.ssession of the Wellesley 
family in the year 1411. Sir Richard De Wellesley 
is desciibed as tlie first “ Lord of Dengan,” in right of 
his wife Joan, eldest daughter and heiress of Sir Ni¬ 
cholas de Castlemarten, by whom the castle of Don- 
gan, (sometimes written Dangan,) together with the 
lordships of Dengan, Croskyle, Clonebreny, 

^ Olossurium, p. 73. 
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Kilmessan, Belver, &c., accrued to the family. The 
fruit of this marriage was a son, Christopher of Den- 
gan, father to Sir William Oe "Wellesley also of Deu- 
gan, who married Ismay, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Plunhet, Lord of Ra''’'more, and granddaughter of Sir 
Lucas (hisake, of Gerardstown ; by whom the Plun- 
kets obtained the lordships of Killeen and Dunsany, 
which afterwards became principal seats and titles in 
their family. 

About the year 148.5 we find the prefix ot 
“De ” dispoused with ; the name being from hence¬ 
forward written simply Wellesist/, as at present. The 
issue of Sir William Wellesley and Ismay Plunket 
were, first, Gerald his heir, called Lord of Dengan in a 
special livery of his estate granted in 1.539 : Gerald 
married Margaret, eldest daughter of Sir Thomas Fitz¬ 
gerald, (second son of Thomas, seventh Earl of Kil¬ 
dare,) of Laccagh, Knight, Lord Chancellor of Ireland 
iu 14.84, by Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Viscount 
Gormanstown, Lord Deputy in 1484 : their second 
son was Walter Wellesley, Prior of the Canons of the 
mitred Abbey of Kildare. He is mentioned in llol- 
'inshed’s Ghronicks* among the learned men of his 
day, and is styled by him “ Deane of Kildarehe 
was employed in procuring the release of Richard Nu¬ 
gent .Baron Delvin, the Lord Deputy, who was detained 
a prisoner in the hands of 0‘0ounor. The learned 
priest was some time Master of the Roll ;; and in the 
year 1531, on the nomination of King Henry VIII., 

* Vide seventh ahapter of tic De-scription of Iiclaiid, Holin.«!icd 
there is another Ictuued man of the name, who is Archdeacon of 
St. Patricke’s.” 
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was appointed Bishop of Kildare by Pope Clement VII, 

It is noted in the manuscript, that he was “ restored 
to the temporals 23rd September in the same jrear.'” 
lie retained his prioiy by dispensation during his life ; 
and on his death, in 1539, was buried in his convent. 

In the year in which the Bishop died an act was 
pa,ssed in a Parliament held in Dublin by the Lord 
Deputy, authorizing tlie King, his heirs, and successors, 
tv) be the supreme head of the church of Ireland, and 
denying the authority of the see of Home. The third 
child of Sir William Wellesley and Isrnay Plunket 
was a daughter Alcson, who was married to John 
Cusake, of Cushington, county of Meath, the foru'th in 
descent from Sir John Cusake, Kuight, ancl Joan Ce- 
noville, (to W'hom we shall have occasion to refer 
again,) and by him had issue Sir Thomas CusaJeo of 
Lismullon in tliat county. Lord Chancellor ')f Ireland, 
and one of the Lords Justices, in 1.552 ; whose daugh¬ 
ter Catherine, being the eldest of seven, married Sir 
Henry Voivley, or, as it is sometimes spelt, Colley or 
Goullie, of Castle Carbery and Edenderry, Knight. By 
this marriage commenced the alliance, which we shail 
find was afterwards renewed by many intermarriages 
between the families of Cowi-ey, WiaoESLEV, and Cir- 
SAKE ; of which three families the illustrious subject 
of these Memoirs was the common descendant. 

The Cusakes derived their lineage, by heirs female, 
through the distinguished families of De Lacy, Geno- 
villc, Marsliall, and Strongbow, from Dermot Maemo- 
rough, King of Leinster * ; his daugliter and heiress 
Eva having married Richard Strongb(.)w, Earl of Pem- 

* MS. Pedigree. 



LIF.B AND CORKESPONDENCE OF 


miST/fy 





broke, whose daughter and heiress Isabella miirriecl 
William Marshall, who became ia her right Earl of 
Pembroke* Their eldest daughter aud co-heiress mar¬ 
ried Hugh Bigot, Earl of Norfolk : the third .son oi 
this marriage, lla|,ph do Bigot, by Berta hurnival his 
wife, had a daughter Isabella, who, being his heiress, 
married to Gilbert Do Lacy (grandson of Hugo De 
Lacy, the conqueror of Meath and Lord Justice ol Ire¬ 
land A.D. 1177, whose second wife was the daughter 
of Roderick O’Oonnor, 56th King of Gonnaught, and 
183rd and last Monarch of Ireland). The daughter 
and co-heiress of Gihert T)e Lacy, Maud, married Gcof- 
Ibry de Gcnevillo, Lord Justice of Ireland ; whose 
groat-granddaugliter and heiress, Joan Geueville, by 
maniage with Sir John Gusake, conveyed to their 
posterity this lineage, and the right of quartering the 
arms of all these laniilies, and also tho.so ol Grant- 
rnenil, Glare, and Gifford, through the families of Bigot 
and Strongbow : a right afterwards transferred to the 
family of Wellesley by the marriage of an heiress of 
the hou.se of Gusake. The whole of this descent was 
conveyed to the family of Gowley by Catherine Gusake, 
wife of Sir Henry Cowley mentioned above, f 

From this statement it will appear that the Mar¬ 
quess Wellesley, and the Duke of Wellington, were 
descended from, or allied to, two of the ancient Irish 
Kings! 

The name of Wellesley we find was frequently writ¬ 
ten Wesky. Garret, who died at Dengan Castle 1683, 

* Tliis circiiaifltaHcc is recorded in t)ie IMS. Pedigree of the Wellesley 
family, more tlian once montioned. 

t Playfair, with MS. iiiuiotations by Lord Wellesley, 
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Williaia his son, and Garret, who devised all his 
estates in 1745 to his cousin Richard Colley, Esq., 
(the paternal ancestor of the late Marquess M'^elks- 
loy), wrote their names Wesley. Anthony Wood, in 
the Atliem Ontynienses, in giving an account of Wal¬ 
ter Wellesley, the prior of Kildare a.d. 1539, already 
mentioned, describes him as “ Walter WeUesley, com¬ 
monly called Wesley adding, “that he was bred up 
a canon regular of the order of St. Augustine, and 
among them in Oxford was educated for a time.” It 
has been surmised that the family of the founder of 
Wesleyan Methodism originally came from Saxony, 
and that they were of the same stock as John Wesselns, 
the famous reformer j hut it .seems more probable that 
Wesley was a mere abbrcAuation of the old Anglo- 
Saxon name oi W^eUesleigh {Wells, the city, and lea, a 
field). There is a curious anecdote preserved in the 
Wesley family, and mentioned by Southey in his Life 
of Wesley, concerning the connection between the 
families of Wellesley and Wesley;—“While Cliarlos 
Wesley was at Westminster nnder his brother, a gen¬ 
tleman of large fortune in Ireland, and <:»f the same 
family name, wrote to the father, and inquired of him 
if he had a son named Charles; for if so, he would 
make him his heir. Accordingly his school bills, dur¬ 
ing several years were discharged by his unseen name¬ 
sake. At length a gentleman, who is supposed to 
have been this Mr. Wesley, called upon him, and 
after much conversation asked him if he was willing 
to accompany him to Ireland: the youth desired to 
write to his father before he could make answer: the 
lather left it to his own decision ; and he, who was 
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satisfied with the fair prospects which Christ Ciuirch 
opened to him, chose to stay in England. John Wes¬ 
ley, in his account of his brother, calls this a fail* 
escape : the fact is more remarkable than ho was 
aware of, for the person who inherited the property 
intended for Charles Wesley, and who took the name 
of "Wellesley in consequence, was the first Earl of 
MorniiigtoDj grandfather of Marquess Wellesley and the 
Dtike of Wellington. Had Charles made a different 
choice, there might have been no Methodists, the Bri- 
tisli empire in India might still have been menaced 
from Seringapatam, and the undisputed tyrant of 
Eurojie might at this time have insulted and endan¬ 
gered us on our own shores.” 

So much for the maternal family line of this “ an¬ 
cient house of fame : ” we now turn to the family of 
Colley, or Cowley, which in 1 746 assumed the name of 
Wellesley, or Wesley. 

The Cowleys, we are assured by Playfair, are de¬ 
scended from a family of that name seated at Cowley, 
ill the county of Stafford, one of whom, Robert, Lord 
of Oouleye, was Seneschal in the reign of King Edward 
n. Two brothers of this family, Robert and Whilter 
Cowley, settled in Ireland in the reign of Henry VIII., 
and held successively various public employments in 
that kingdom. In the twenty-second year of that 
reign a patent passed the great seal, granting to them 
jointly, during their respective lives, the office of Clerk 
of the Crown in Chancery. Robert, after having "filled 
va,riaus offices, liecame Master of the Rolls in Ireland. 
He was appointed in 1.640 a commissioner for letting 
the lands of the tlissolved abbeys, and one of the keep- 
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ers of the peace withia the county of B^eath, with 
power to enforce the statutoa of DuWin and Kilkenny. 

He is mentioned by Hooker as one of the four prin¬ 
cipal enemies of the house of Kildare. “This gentle- 
man, Robert Cowley,” adds he, “ for bis wisdom and 
policy was well esteemed of the lady Margaret, Goun^- 
tesse of Ossorie, as one by whose ad vice she was in all 
her atlairs dir'ected.” His brother Walter was ap¬ 
pointed Solicitor-General of Ireland in 1537, with a 
fee of ten pounds a year, and was afterwards Surveyor- 
General of the kingdom. 

Sir Henry Cowley, or Colley, of Castle Carbery, was 
a member of tlie Privy Council in tbe reign of Eliza- 
hetb ; and in the Parliament held in Dublin a.d. 
IS.')?, he represented Thomastown in tbe county of 
Kilkenny. The following letter, appointing him Pro* 
vidore of the Queen’s troops, is a curious document. 
The Duke of Wellington’s ancestors, it appears, were 
not ignorant of tbe science of feeding an army :— 

“Thomas Sussex, 

“To all Mayors, Shirifs, Bailives, Constables, Con¬ 
trollers, and all others the Qucene’s Majesty’s Officers, 
Minyslers, and lovinge Subjectes, and to every one of 
them greeting. Wee Ictte youe witte that wee have 
auctoriscd and appoyntod, and by these presentes doth 
auctorise and appoyut, our well-beloved Henry Colley, 
Esquyor, or the hearer liereof in his name, to provyde 
and take up in all places, to and for the furniture of 
her Majesty’s armie resydent within the realine ot 
Irclaude, as well within the liberties as withoute, 
within the said realme, saite, wyue, wodd, tymber. 
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ijme, brick, and cole for the furnjturc of the said 
arniie; and ^soo shipps, boats, lighters, gables, an¬ 
chors, horsses, carriages, and all other prorjsion, for 
the conveniaunoe^ of the same, as well by sea as by 
lando : and also bakers, breawers, coopers, millers, 
maryuers, labourers, and all artificers and ministers 
as by hym shall be thought meete anti convenient, 
from tyine to tyine for the service aforesaid : and also 
bake-houses, brew-houses, garnells, and sellers for the 
stowage of the same, as by hjin shall be thought good ; 
he paying for the same at reasonable prices as hatbe 
bone accustomed. Wherefor we will and commaunde 
youe and everyone of youe, &c. Yeven at Kilinay- 
nam, the 25 of June the yore aforesaid (15(11). 
Willm. Fitz Williams, Henry Radcliff, Francis Agarde, 
Johji Parker, Jaques Wyugefelde.”* 

He received the honour of knighthood from the 
Lord Deputy Sydney, who recommended Iiim to his 
successor Jjord Gray in the following terms : “ My 
good lord, I had almost forgotten, by reason of the 
diversity of other matter, to recommend unto you, 
amongst other of my friends. Sir Henry Cowley, Knight 
of my own making; Ayho, whilst he was young and 
the vigour and strength of his body served, was va¬ 
liant, fortunate, and a good servant; and having by 
my appointment the charge of the King’s county, kept 
the county well ordered and in good obedience. He 
is as good a borderer as ever I found any there. 1 
left him at my coming thence a couiuscllor, and found 
liim for his experience and judgment very suflicient for 

* Rot. do anno 30 Kliz. 
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the room he was called imko. He was a sound and 
fast friend to mo, and so I donbt not but your lordship 
shall find when you have occasion to try him.” It 
appears from Mcholas Mtdby's account of the govern¬ 
ment of Ireland, drawn up and sent to Queen Eliza¬ 
beth in 1.579, wherein were distinguished all the men 
of power in the King's County, that Sir Henry Cow-' 
ley was a man of name and power ; “ he is an English 
gentleman, Sebeschal of the county, who governed 
very honestly, but now is .sore oppressed by the rebels 
the Connors.” His wife was Catherine Oirsake, by 
whom ho had issue three sons. 

It would be tedious to trace the genetvlog)’’ step by 
step : it will be sufficient, for the purpose of indicating 
the family history of the Marquess Wellesley to no¬ 
tice that Henry Colley, Esq., of Castle Carhery, who 
died in 1700, was succeeded by bis second son 
Richard Colley, Esq., who came into possession of the 
Wellesley estates, and was elevated to the peerage in 
Ireland, by the title of liaron Moruington. In 1728 
Garret Wesley, as ha.s been already mentioned, devised 
all liis estates to this Richard Colley, who was his 
cousin once removed, and was descended from the 
same stock of the fiunibes of Wellesley and Cusakc, 
on tlie condition that he and his heirs should assume 
the surname and use the coat of arms of Wesley, 
“ .\fter the death of his cousin, Richard Colley, Esq. 
made a solemn declaration to the following effect: 
‘ Whereas Garret ^¥eshy, late of Dangan in the county 
of Meath, deceased, on March 13th, 1727 made his 
wiU, and died September 23rd last; and by his said 
will devised all his real estate to Richard Colley, 
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liisq., of Dublin, for life, remainder to his issue male 
with remainder over, provided that he and his sons, 
and the heirs male of his body, a.ssuined and took 
upon them the surname and coat of arms of 'Wesley ^ 
whereupon the said Tfichard Colley, alias Wesley, tes¬ 
tified and declared that immediately after the death 
of the said Garret he did assume the surname 

and coat of arms of Wesley, according to tlie said pro¬ 
viso of the said will. Dated November 15th, 1728.”* 

It is not clearly known at what precise time this 
distinguished family adopted the ancient patroirymic of 
Wellc.sley for the abbreviated name of Wesley. It is 
certain that when the Duke of Wellington vrent out 
to India, ho was called the Hon, Arthur Wesley, On 
his arrival he presented to Sir John Shore, afterwards 
Lord Teignraouth, who preceded the Earl of Morning- 
ton as Governor-General of India, the following note 
from Lord Cornwallis : 

“ Dear Sir, I beg leave to introduce to you Colonel 
Wesley, who is Lieutenant-Colonel of my regiment.; 
he is a sensible man and a good officer, and will, I 
have no doubt, conduct himself in a manner to merit 
your approbation. 


“ I am, '&c., Cornwallis.” 


In the Journals of the Irish House of Commons 
the name is invariably .spielt Wesley. In 1790, 
among the list of Member.? is the Hon. William Wes¬ 
ley [Pole], for the borough of Trim ; in 1793 we find 
his renowned brother sitting for the same borough as 
the lion. Arthur Wesley. Lord Mornington is also 
described in tlie Irish Parliamentary Register as Richard 


* Rot, pnt. de anno 2 Geo. JI. 





Wesley, Eaii of Mornington, in all the official papers 
of the Marquess WiUesley written during his adminis¬ 
tration in India, his brothers are invariably styled 
Wellesley. 

Richard Colley Wesley having succeeded to the es¬ 
tates of his cousin, was in 1746 created by his Majesty 
a Peer by Privy Seal. lie married Elizabeth, the eldest' 
daughter of John Sale, LL.D., Registrar of the diocese 
of Dublin ; and was succeeded by his son Garret, who 
in 1735 was advanced to the dignities of Viscount 
Wellesley of Dengan Castle, and Earl of Mornington, 
county of Meath. This was the father of the Marque&s 
Wellesley and the Duke of Wellington. He was a 
Privy Councillor in Ireland, and Gustos Rotulorum of 
the county of Meath. His Lordship married Anno, 
eldest daughter of Arthur Hill Trevor, first Yiscount 
Pur»ga.nnon, and had issue by his lady six sons and 
two daughters. 

The Earl of Mornington was much distinguished for 
his musical compositions. He was considered, in his 
day, an eminent performer and composer; and the 
University of Dublin conferred upon him the degree 
of Doctor and Professor of Mu.sic, as a testimony of 
their estimation of his numerous musical productions. 
His Lordship is ranked by authorities on music among 
our principal glee writers,* and wa.s a prominent mem¬ 
ber of the Madrigal Society. Amongst the most ad¬ 
mired of his compositions are the following,—“ Here 
in cool grot;” “When for the world’.s repose;” 
“ ’Twas you, Sir; ” “ Gently hear me, charming 
maid ; ” “ Come, fairest nymph ; ” and, “ By Groon- 
Avood tree.” The Earl of Mornington died on the 

* History of Music, by Williaru Cooke Stafford; Esq- 

0 


marquess WELLESLEY. 17 

22iid oJ May, ].7S1, at Keiisitigtori, leaving his title to 
lltchfiixl Colley Wesley, Lord Wellesley, even tlieu dis¬ 
tinguished for his brilliant classical attainmeuts, and 
destined soon to become one of the most illustrious 
among British statesL.on, 

The subject of these Memoirs was born on the 20th 
of June, 1760, at Dongan Castle, county of Meath, or, 
according to some, at the residence of the Wellesley 
family, Chufton Street, Dublin. Ho was at an early 
age placed by his father at Eton College ; he held 
a high place in that venerable and distinguished seat 
of learning—the most celebrated for the classical 
scholars it has produced of any institution in the king¬ 
dom. Lord Wellesley was deeply attached througliout 
his long lile to Eton, As wc shall liave occasion to 
mention hereafter, in another part of this work, some 
of the latest productions of his Lordship’s pen were 
dedicated to his beloved Eton; and in testimony of 
the strong affection which he entertained toward the 
place where he received his first impressions of literary 
taste, ami in. accordance with his desire expresfjed 
before his death, his body Wiis deposited in the va\ilt of 
Eton diapel. Lord Wellesley was one of the principal 
contributors to the three volumes of the Mmce Eton- 
enses. His Lordship’s first contribution is dated 1778, 
and bears the motto, AihovtaSui via) It 

breathes the spirit of energetic patriotism which was 
so conspicuously exhibited in the Goveraor-Gcncral of 
India. We extract as a specimen the concluding 
twenty-three lines : *— 

♦ They are slightly altered from the original in Lord VVclIeslev’f 
FrifftUitt (1841). 





Quid mftinorein, qualem sub libortate Britiinna 
Term tulit prolem I sutis ajcpxora subdita jioiiti, 
Atque nvulsa dolens miclatiw lllia parmis 
Gallia, et infract! tofcies testantur Tbcri 
Virtutem patrum, et generis moliiiiina nositri. 

At iiec atlhuc sacra Libortas, ne(j[uc vividus ardor 
Angliacos intia fines ct pristina rcgna 
Tam prorsiis poriure , manet, manet ilia juvcntm 
Vis !inimi, et ilamma) scintilla relicta prioris; 
Qua^ jam fulmineo Gallorum marte superbns 
Frangat opes, iiostrisque uiiimntes arceat agris. 
lllustres animaj patniin ! qiioy fcrrita quondam 
Gallia servilis vidit fundamina regni 
Coacutero, et tropidas lat^ dare jlira per urbes ; 
Vos saltem faiisris ccelesti c aede ncpotes 
Itcspicite auspiciis: vos uno fmdere cives 
Ilostilein in geiitcm perjnriquc agmina Galli 
Jungite ; discodat ncstr^ Diacordia Terra ! 

At jam cm'ttttim totis eapit arma jiiventiis 
Ldtoribus ; jam sublimi reaor^antia piilsii 
Tympana ssope bovcs inter sulcosquc colon us 
Avidiir. assuescitquc tubie, gaudetque cornscri 
Prospiciens patrias late per nirn cohortcs 
ICxultarc acie, ct castris albesccre colies,” ^ 

Ill tlie Siime year we find the following 

AI) OENIUM LOCI. 

0 lev Is Fauni ct r>rya<lum so dal is, 

Finium tiitcla vigil racoruin ! 

Qui meos colies ct aprica Isetus 

Prata nemuaquo 


* This was a period of great excitement and embarrassment in Eng¬ 
land. This country was at war with the revolted colonies of Aintrica, 
vvith wliich, on the 4th of Ecb. 1778, France concluded a treaty of defen¬ 
sive alliance. Privateers and vessels, carrying American letters of 
marque, ]»hmdcred British ships on the high seas, and rnemicod the 
coasts oi fidand and Britain. On the 23rd of April in that year, the 
niiducious American pirate, Paul Jones, burnt a .iloop in the harbour of 
Whitehaven; im<l iiftevwaids, landing on the western coast (d'Seothriid, 
near Kirkcudbiiglit, pillaged the house of Lord Selkirk of money and 

M 
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iVlobili lustra^ pcde, nunc suj>iii‘T 03 
Arboruni captans^ luodo miirmuraDtis 
Fluinlnm sci Vana vitrt os rctluota in 

Valle laoiitus l 

l>ie ubi attollat melius superbum 
Verticem piiUis ? rigidoa^iue qnerciia 
Implicuns ramos nimis a'stuosain 

Leniai lioram t 

Njunque Tu snltii tibi dcstinato 
Kxeubas custos opejrosus, alinaj 
Fertib'm siha) stcrilemcpio doctus 

Nuscofc terrain ; 

Dimi raalum noctis picetn teiiello 
Lenitor verris folio vaporem, et 
Sedulus virgiilta foves, futurro 

Providu? umbra?. 

Lauream sed campus Apollinarem 
I'arturit myrtosquo vlgtrntiores ; 

Omnis ot te luxuriat renasceus 

Auspice tollus; 

Te, rov«?ii pulcbnmi enput impedita, 

Candidi coixiiix fncilis Favoni 
Ambit, ut.vcrnos tuearis tequo 

Numine florcs, 

L«etus O ! faiistusque adcaa, prccamur, 

Nil mei prosunt sine te laborer, 

Nil valeat, cultum nisi tu secundes, 

Kustica cura. 

In the third volume of the Muses Etonenscs, which 
is exclusiYcly occupied Avith compositions in Greek, the 
first piece is by Lord Wellesley. Having spent seve¬ 
ral years at Eton, under the provostship of the Rev. 
Jonathan Davies, M.A., * his Lordship Avas sent to the 
Uuivyrsity of Oxford: 

plate; in the Fcdlowing year, the united fleets of France and Spain, under 
Count D’Orvilliers, appeared in tlte Channel in great force, nienuAjng 
our shores, and exciting a general fear of an invasion. 

* In a note written in 1840, the Marquess Wellesley thus describes 
lids gcntlcnuvn. “ Doctor Jonathan Davies, Head Master and afterwards 

c 2 
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“ To that ffj^ir city, wheriti lualce abode 
So nmny learned impirJ, that «hoot abroad,' 

And with their branches spread all Britainy, 

No less than do her elder sister’s brood : 

Joy to you both yo double nursery 
Of arts, but Oxford ! thine doth Thame most glorify,”^ 

He matriculated as a nobleman at Christ Church 
December 24th, 1778. In the congenial exercises of 
this college. Lord Welle.sley emplo 3 "ed himself with aD 
the ardour of a youthful mind bent upon acliieving 
that fair fame which the poet tells us,— 

All hunt after in their lives.” f 

It would fill a volume to enumerate all the eminent 
men that Christ Church College has sent forth. Among 
the statesmen and lawyers who have received their 
education there, may be mentioned Sir Dudley Carleton, 
Sir Edward Littleton, Edward Sackville Earl of Dorset, 
Lord Littleton, William Earl of Mansfield, the Eight 
Uoii. George Canning, and Sir Robert Peel, Bart.; 
among the poots, and other romarkahle members of 
tliis great intellectual brotherhood, are, Sir Philip 
Sydney, Ben Jouson, Otway, Villiers Duko of Buck¬ 
ingham, William Penn, Locke, and Lord Bolingbroke. 

Lord Wellesley was much distinguished for his pro¬ 
ficiency in classical literature ; an<l in 1780 gained the 
Latin Ver.se Prize, “In obi turn viri eximii et coleber- 
rimi navigatoris Jacobi Cook.'’J He remained at 

Provost of Eton, who had been tutor to Lord WoPedey when first ho 
entered Eton JchooJ, nt the age of cloven years, and who cdwai/s ksiotved 
the ^olH/ude and affection of a kind parent on the education of Lord 
iVeih\dn/y 

Sp( nser. f “ Love’s Labour Lost.” 

t The Rev. William Jackson (afterw'urds liisbop of l>;cfu»d) vv.i.v 
tutor to Lord Wellesley wljon he was elected from Eton a student of 




MAKQUESS WEI.LESLEY. 21 

Oxford till 1781, when he was tailed away from his 
favourite studies to the more active business of life 
by the death of his father, the Earl of Moruing- 
ton, who died on the 22ud of May in that year; he 
did not remain long enough to take a degree. The 
embryo statesman now returned to Ireland : he at¬ 
tained his majority in the month following his father's 
death ; his first act on becoming of age was character¬ 
istic of the generosity and integrity of his manly 
nature. He voluntarily took upon himself the nume¬ 
rous pecuniary obligations of his deceased father, and 
exhibited his filial affection toward his surviving pa¬ 
rent by placing the estates, to which he had succeeded, 
under the management of his mother. His Lordship 
also directed his attention to the intellectual training 
of his brothers, who were all greatly indebted to him 
for lus watchful and prudent superintending care in 
early life. On the death of their father, William 
Wellesley Pole* was eighteen years old, Anne Wel¬ 
lesley f thirteen years, Arthur Wellesley;'; twelve years, 
Gerald Valerian § ten, Mary Elizabeth \\ nine, Henry 
eight years old.II 

Christ Oiiirch Wishing tliat Lord Wollesloy should be a can lidate for 
the University prize, und anxious to try his pow/irs of writing hexuincter 
verses, he desired Lord IV'ellesley to translate a passage from the 
Arcades of Milton into that metre. Mr. Jac,k.son approved of the verses 
which Lord Wellesley wrote, and encouraged Lord l^^'e-llesley to write 
for the prize ; which he did accordingly in the year 1780, and won it 
hy a poem on the deulli of the celebrated navigator Captain Cook. 
{Note by MarqucAs Wellesley.) 

^ Afterwards Lord Maryborough, 

Married to Henry, son of Lord Southampton. 

X Duke of Wellington. § In the Church. 

L t-acly Cniliug Smith. ^ Urd Cowley. 
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CHAPTER 11 

Lord Wollohitey (Earl of Mornhig-ton) enters upon public life, 1781-•— 
State of Kitropo and America,—The Age of groat men—Chatham, Pitt, 
Fox, Sheridan, Burke, Curran, I'lvmkett, Orattan, Flood, Orey, 
Erskme,*—Takes hin seat in the’Irish House of Lords.—Repeal of 
Poyniug's Law.—^Position of the Parliament of Ireland.—In favour 
of Catholic Emancipation.—Advocates Economy in the Goyernmenl 
Expenditure.—A Knight of St, Patrick.—Lord BeJIamont attacks the 
Order.—Earl of Mornlngton defends it.—Advocates the holding a 
Puiliniuent every Year.—Ccristircs the Profusion of Govenmient.— 
Supports a loyal Address to the Crown.—rOhjects to the Position of 
the A'oluntccrs.—Armed Convention in Dublin.—-Excited state of 
Public Feeling.—Lord Mountrnorres’s Reply to the Earl of Mornington, 
ridiculing hv.^ theatrical gesture,—Speech for tjio Liberty of the Pre,ss. 
Elocted Member in the Englisli Parliamcut for Boeralston.— 17 fl 5 , 
Privy Councillor in Ireland.—1786, Lord of the English Treasury.— 
Colleagae of Pitt.—Speaks on the Rohilla War.—Attacks Lord North. 
—Returned for Snltash.—Speaks on the Treaty of Commerce wdtb 
France.—Elected Member for Windsor.— The King’s Indisposition. 
—I'he Regency Question.—Opposes tlio Pretensions of the Prince of 
AYalcs in Ireland.—Protests.—Defends the Lord Lieutenant.—Extra¬ 
ordinary proceedings of tlic Irirh Parliament. — ColJipion witli the 
English Parliament.—Remarks on the Regency Question.—Historical 
Retrospect.—Great Importance of the Constitutional principle at issue. 
—Recovery of Geo. HI.—Earl of Mornington re-elected for l\"indsor. 

The period at which the youthful Earl of Morning- 
ton entered upon public life, was one of the most 
eventful epochs in the history ^ of modern Europe. 
Shoi'tly afterwards the French llevolution shook, as it 
were with an eartlirpiake, the whole civilized world. 
The principles which were promulgated in revolution- 
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arj Fiunce—principle;'' of philosophy, “ falsely so call¬ 
ed,”—threatened to overturn the most powerful mon¬ 
archies ; and essentially modify, if not utterly change, 
the whole structure of society. 

The public mind in England was much excited on 
the subject of Parliameritary Reform. This country, 
oppressed with debt, was engaged in war; and the 
proceedings of several treasonable societies, wliich, at 
the instigation of bold bail men, contemplated a 
change in the constitution- of the country by means 
of violence, created alarm for the public safety ; and 
afforded a seeming excuse for the employment of 
coercive measures hostile to the spirit of the common 
iaw, and hazardous to public liberty. 

W young republic was established on the distant 
shores of the western world, which professed to be 
based on perfect equality and freedom, and boasted 
that it recognised in all their dignity the inalienable 
rights of man. It was the age, too, of great men—of 
splendid intellects—brilliant imaginations—unrivalled 
eloquence. Chatham, Pitt, Fox, Sheridan, (Irey, Flood. 
Burke, Erskine, Cumin, Plunkett, Grattan, and otiior 
“burning and shinirig lights,*’ were shedding the mys, 
either of tlicir rising or setting sun, upon this 
kingdom; and Great Bi’itaiu and France w4re cradl¬ 
ing two of the greatest warriors that ever appeared 
on the battle-fields of ancient or modern times. In 
1781. when the Earl of Mornington took his seat 
in the House of Peers, in College Green, Dublin, 
Ireland was agitated by the splendid and astonishing 
appeals of Henry Grattan*—one of the noblest pa- 
• “ No government ever aistnoyed him—tlie world could not bribe him 



(iriots, aad moLSt. upright characterfi ovor rocordud in 
history : 


So simple in heart, so sublime in the jrtist ! 

VVith all that Demosthenes wanted endued, 

And his rival or victor in all he possess'd.”* 

In 1780 th(3 Irish Paiiianiont passed the incmorabie 
resolution, “ That the King’s most excellent Majesty, 
and the Lord and Commons of Ireland, are the only 
power competent to make laws to hind Ireland; ” aud 
a, body of armed volunteers, amounting to hOjOOO 
men, demanded from England the recognition of the 
legislative independence of Ireland. We ha,ve no 
means of knowing the sentiments of the Earl of 
]Vh)rnington on the questit)n of Irish independence ; 
but recollecting the strengfli of his Lordsliip’s love for 
his native country, arid the statesmanlike sa.gaeity that 
marked the whole of his subsequent career, we may 
safely assume that his Lordship would have been pre¬ 
pared to insist either that Ireland should be com¬ 
pletely identified with Great Britain— admitted into 
tile great imperial co-partnership on terms of perfect 
equality—permitted to participate in all the inesti¬ 
mable advantages of English laws, English institutions, 

- be ihought^ only of Trt land —lived for uo otber object—dedicated to her 
hh beautiful fancy, hk elegant wit, bis manly courage, and all the 
Rplcudom of bis astonislung clo«|uence. He was so bonj, tmd so gifted, 
that poetry, forensic skill, elegant literature, and all tlie highest attain- 
monts of human genius were ^vitlnn his reach; hut bo tliought the 
noblest occupation of a man was to make other men Imjjpy and free ; and 
in that straight line he went on for fifty years, without one side-look, 
without one yielding thought, witliout one motive in his heart which he 
iniglit not have laid open to the view of God and inoja/*— Rev. Su'Uey 
Smith. 

^ Byron. 
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and English customs—or else rendered competent to 
legislate for herself, freclj and independently, withoxit 
the humiliating, unjust, and insulting provisions of 
Poyning’s law,* which gave the Anglo-Irish a Par¬ 
liament, without th(3 power of action—a mere cham¬ 
ber for tlie registration of the decrees of his Mnjesty’s 
Privy Council. Lord Morningtoii Avas in favour of the 
removal of the disabilities of his Catholic fellow-coun¬ 
trymen from the earliest period of liis public life : and 
happy would it have been -for this kingdom, had the 
eloquent, counsels of this statesman prevailed in tVie 
legislature, at the titne when he urged upon Parliament 
the. settlement of the great Catholic que,<stion. The Earl 
of Mornington at once began to tak(- an active part 
in I’no. discussions in the Irisli Housil of Peers ; and 
at an early flute, yro find .him urging upon the Minis¬ 
try the duty of economy in administration of the 
government. On the 5th of 7 ' ' ;ry, 1T80, King 
George the I’fiird ordered letters mt to he passed 
the Great Seal of the kingdom of Ireland, for creating 
a society or brotherhood, to be called Kniglits of the 
Illustrious Order of St. PatricL, of which his Majesty, 
his heirs and succe3.sor.s, were constituted in perpetuity 
Sovereigns; and his Majesty’.s Lieutenants-General, and 
General Governors of Ireland, &c., Grand Miistcns. Tiie 
letters patent, dated Whiteliall, February 5th, appoint¬ 
ed the foIloAving kiiigiits compauions of the newly- 
created order.f 

* 10 Henry VM. c. 2.3. 

t “ II tiatli been tlic custom of wise h.iJ beneficent princes in all 
ages, to distingnisb the virti'. ami loyalty of tlicir sul)ject.s by murks of 
honour, to be a testimony of their dignity and their cxcollcncy in ail 
qualifications which render them wortitv of the fav.)ur of'heir Sovereicn 
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Ills Royal Higlmess Prince Bdwai’d. 

His Grace Williaui Robeid, Duke of Leiaster. 

Henry Smith, Earl of Clanrickarde, 

Randal William, Earl of Antrim . 

’rhoinas, Earl of Westmeath. 

Morrough, Earl of Inchiquin. 

Charles, Earl of Drogheda. 

(Jeorge de la Poer, Earl of Tyrone 
Richard, Earl of Shannon. 

Jame.s, Earl of Claabrassen. 

■ Rxfihard, Earl of MotiNiNGTOjr.* 

James, Earl of Courtown. 

James, Earl of, ('harlcinont. 

'I’ho-nas, Earl 4f Eectivo. 

Henry, Earl of Ely. 

Chancellor, his Grace the Dublin. 

Register, the 'Very Re--v. the Dean of St. Patrick’s. 
Secretary, Lor ' in. 

Ulster, Williaii xwkins, Esq. 

Usher, John Frecmantle, Esq, 

On the 23rd of Octobei’, in the same year. Lord 
Mornington having moved an addrcs.s of thanks to 
Lord I’eraple, the late Lord-Lientenant, Lord Bella- 

aiul the respect of their fellow' subjectf?; that so their eminent merits 
may stand acka6wlc(lg’e(l to the world and create 't. virtuous cnuilatiOu in 
others to docerve such honourable distinctions,’* &c. — liot/al Wurmnl 
nf the Order cfSt. Patrick, Feb. J783 ; Blacksione, vol. i, diap. xii. 

Collar days for the most illustrious Order of St. Patrick :—Christina.^ 
Day: Now Year’s Day; Twelfth Day; St, (leorgc s rluy ; Ma.stor and 
Whit Sundays; All Saint’s day (if on u Sunday); St. Patrick’s day ; 
St. Andrew’s day. 

The Marquess Wellesley resigned the dignity of a Knight of St, 
Patrick in 1810, on his investment as Knight of the Carter, 
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inont* an tin adverted with some severity on 'the rise 
and manner of the appointment of the order of 8t. 
Patrick, complaining of the neglect of his own. ser¬ 
vices. Lord Momington, according to the ffainfully 
brief reports in the Farlimnentary “.spi¬ 

ritedly replied; and Lord Bellainoiit answered anti 
declared that he meant nothing personal to his 
Lordship ; Avhich apology was politely accepted.'” On 
the 3rd ot November Lord Momington supp'irted 
the motion of Lord Mountmoires, “that a sc.ssion 
of Parliament .should be holden every year in thi.s 
kingdom;” urging that the motion was strictly par¬ 
liamentary and constitutional; that the situation of 
the country required it; that they (the Peers) wefe 
the hereditary counsellors of the Crown and nation— 
the inediiira between the King and the people; and 
that it was the duty of the House to advise his 
Majesty on the wants and necessities of the State. On 
the 2(ith of the same month we find the noble Lord 
commenting on the profusion practised by the admi¬ 
nistration in several instances. He condemned large 
and expensive grants, inadequate to the circumstances 
of the country — great siuns given for the ease and 
indolence of great cotton manufacturers, rather than 
for the encouragement of manufacture—an increase of 
tlic salary of the Lord Lieutenant, and £2000 a. year 
for his secretary, with other alarming increase of ex- 

fjord Bellaniont -wns rather a conspicuous pci-bon in lus day. Tie 1 * 5 ? 
descrihed u.s a nobleman of raucl. quickness of part.s, of real but very 
sinppdar talents, and moiist fantastic in the use of them.” B ' was very 
severely wounded in a duel witli the Marquess Townshend, on whicli 
occasion Lord Clm/Iemont acted as his second, 
t Dublin, 1703. 



pciiKe. “He did not,” he said, “raentioii these tilings, 
or rise merely with an intention to oppose Govern¬ 
ment ; but he wanted to know what wa!^ the eco¬ 
nomical plan of Government, or whether they had any 
such ? If,” he contim»Bd, “they ran into extraordi¬ 
nary expenses, he would, even if ho should have the 
misfortune of standing alone, oppose every expensive 
measure.” But though Lord Mornington did not 
hesitate to condemn the administration when he 
thought it his duty to do so, he was always ready to 
give tlte Government his independent support when 
the occasion recpiired it. liis Lordship took a leading 
part in the debate on the Tst of December, 1783, on 
the message from the Commons bringing up a resolu¬ 
tion, “ that an humble address be presented to his 
Majesty, to declare the perfect satisfaction which we 
feel in the many blessings we enjoy under his Ma¬ 
jesty's most auspicious governiiient, and our pirosent 
happy constitution; and to acquaint his Majesty, 
that at this time we think it peculiarly incumbent 
upon us to express our determined resolution to sup¬ 
port the same inviolate, with our lives and fortunes.” 

laird Mornington was one of those who considered 
that the proceedings of the volunteers were uucon.sti- 
tiitional, and that an armed assembly, holding regular 
Sittings in the vicinity of the Houses of Parliament, 
should not be permitted to dictate to, or overawe the 
legislature. It is presumed that it was on this ground 
alone that he supported the resolution sent up from 
the House of C'anmons; for, looking at the abject 
slavery in which the mass of the Roman Oatholic 
population of Irelaiid then groaned—trodden down by 



as cruel a system of despotism as ever was devised by 
the evil gouius of mankind ; and rec(d)ecting the then 
state of parliameTitaiy represontation in all parts of 
the United Kingdom, it would be difficult to justify the 
expression of that “ perfect satisfaction ” in the “ many 
blessings” enjoyed under bis Majesty’s “moat auspi¬ 
cious government,” and the existing “happy constitu¬ 
tion.” Lord Morningtou, in addressing the House of 
Lords, said :—“ This address comes fnoin the Com¬ 
mons, and they desire your .Lordships to concur in it. 
The assembly of the volunteers lias sat for nearly 
three weeks, with ail the forms of Parliaiucnt; and 
vail any noble Lord say they have no intention to 
infringe the privileges of Parliament, and to attempt 
thq total extinction of the laws t)f the land. Have 
not both Houses of Parliament been surrounded by 
armed mobs 1 and will any man pretend to say it is 
not time for this House to interfere 1 Shall any noble 
Lord, liigli in office though not in confidence, or any 
noble Lord in confidence though not in office, not 
have a sense of the danger of the times, as the House 
of Commons .seem to have. I am for this addi’css, and 
upon this ground, that it offers to his Majesty a suffi¬ 
cient and a necessary pledge of om* loyally and affec¬ 
tion to his person and the constitution of the country ; 
and to the people it speaks our firmness—for Parlia¬ 
ment will not be robbed of its privileges, even by its 
own children ; and we cannot, for the sixke of our jx)s- 
terity, sufler it. We ought to give the Government 
our assistance, when its imbecility uiay require it, to 
support tht! Constitution. A great ikal has. heen said 
relative to the volunteers; there is no man that 
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r&vere^yihat respocU, them more than 1 do; th&ir 
temper and.moderatmn have made ihs greatest imgms- 
Sion on my mind; but I am not blind to their imper- 
feotions, when / find that they have gone beyond the 
original idea of their institution* Ilj” added his 
Lordship, omphatioally, “ the Constitution is suii'ered 
to bo infringed, I will not remain to be a witness of 
it, but leave the country. If the Constitution is not 
supported, no body of people can be liappy.” The 
reply of liord Mountmorres was principally directed 
against the Earl of Mornington ;—“ To enter into a 
(Competition with the noble Lord (Mcrnlngtoii),” said 
hii, “ I should wish to avoid. The public interest may 
be promoted by our co-operation, but not much by our 
collision. Discretion tells me that among the candi¬ 
dates for public opinion and popular fame, Fortune, 
Uke other females, usually prefers the younger to the 
older claimant. I shall give the noble Lord full credit 

* The appearance of Mr. Flood and of tlie delegates by whom he was 
acCompa; in their volunteer uniforms in the .Irish House of Commons, 
excited an extroordinaiy sonsatiom On both sides the passions werp , 
vm'kcd up to a dangerous licight. The debate lasted all night. The 
tempest (for, tou^ards morning, debate there \v'as none) at last ceased, 
'file question was put, and Mr. Flood's motion for Reform in Piuliamont 
was negatived by a very large majority. The House of Commons then 
entered into resolutions dechir»atory of their fixed determination to inain- 
tniu their ji’xst rights and privileges agc.'nst any encroachments whatever. 
iVlenntime an armed convention continued sitting the whole night, 
vvaitiiig for the return of their delegates from the .House of ('.'oinmons, 

and impatient to learn the fate of Mr. Flood's motion. {Edgcioortlu) _ 

Wliuwer u a.s present in tlie House of Oommoii.s on the night of the 2})th 
of Nov, 1783. cannot easily forget what passed there. 1 do not use any 
disproportionate langimgc, when 1 say the scene was most terrific. 
Sci'eral of' the minority and all the delegates who had come from * the 
Convention ' wire in mUitafy wii/hrms, and hoi-o the aspect of stern 
hostility.— (Hardy,) 
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tor the di.splay of abilities we liave witnessed. 1 ad¬ 
mit that he has hedd manly language. The character 
which has been drawn by a raa.st(;rly hand, by the 
.great Speaker of the Convention Parliament (by Lord 
Halifax)—the character of a trimmer-will not apply 
to the Noble Earl—trimming will not bo evidenced by 
his conduct; neither, I am persuaded, will bis Lord- 
ship Tiuii ■* upon this, or upon any other, occasion. 
To the big words and inflated expressions which J 
have heard of danger to the Constitution, and insults 
from conventions of armed men, I answer in two short 
emphatic words—Prove it. If forn'idahle spectres, por¬ 
tending the downfall of the Constitution, wore to appear 
in this House, I admit that the noble Lord is fright¬ 
ened with becoming dignity. The ancient Roscius, or 
the modern Garrick, could not stand with a better 
grace at tbe appearance of a spectre.” On the 11th 
of December, in the same session, Lord Mornington 
delivered a speec].i on the liberty of the press ;; hserv- 
ing, that any invasion on tho liberty of the press, 
while restrained within just bounds, would, in his 
apprehension, be liighly detrimental to tho libeiiy of 
the subject. 

But Lord Momington, who had now attained his 
24th year, could not confine his ambition to the sub¬ 
ordinate Parliament of Ireland ; he longed to enter on 
a wder field ; and, without neglecting his duty in the 
Irish Hous<i of Peers, aspired to a place in the Parlia¬ 
ment of England, where ho might measure weapons 
witli some of his contemporaries of Eton and Oxford^ 

*'• An aliiisioa to llic borough of TriiU; under Lord Moiiiingtou’s 
influence. 



who DOW began to distiuguisli themselves in debate. 
At the general election of IVSI, his Lordship was 
retnrned to the British House of ('oiunion.s, as member 
for Beoralstou, a small borough-town near the river 
Tamer, Devonslnre; wliich rotarned two members 
from the reign of Queen Elizal/oth to the lleforui Act, 
when its powers were extinguished. It was a noiniiia* 
tion borough, in the patronage of the Earl of Beverley. 
In the year 1783 the Earl of Momington was sworn a 
ujember of the Privy Council for Ireland ; and so 
rapidly did his Lordship rise in public estimation, that 
in September 1.786 he was appointed one of the .larrds of 
the Treasury, or Commissioners for executing the oflice 
of .Cord High Treasurer of England ; his colleagues 
being tlie Right Hon, William Pitt, James, Manpiis of 
Gmham, IJmi. E. .T. Elliot, and Sir John Aul^rey, 
Bart. The first occasion on whicli the Earl of Morn- 
ington aC((lre.sscd the English House of Commons, M'as 
on the debate on the article.^ against Mr. Hastings, 
and the conduct of the Rohilla war. He attached 
laird North with a good deal of spirit. “ He expressed 
his surprise at the extraordinary reasons which: the 
noble Lord had assigned for Ms having three times 
apipointed Mr. IMstings to the chief place in the go¬ 
vernment of Bengal, subsequent to the Rohilla war. 
First, the noble Lord had said that he knew nothing of 
the-Rohilla war till lately ; this was an extraordinary 
declaration from a noble Lord who had been at the 
head of his Majesty’s councils at the time ; for who 
ought to know such a fact, but an administmtion pos¬ 
sessing the thou newly-given control and inspection 
over the Company’s affairs and dispatches. Next, the 
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noble Lord had expressed great delicacy with j'Ogard 
to interfering with the East India Company’s 
tution. He was glad to Imar that the noble Lord s 
delicacy, on that subject, had been of such antiquity : 
he presiuned, therefore, that it had been owing to that 
subsemenoy, which a right honourable gentleman lia<l 
lately talked of exacting from all parties which coales¬ 
ced with him or his friends, tliat the noble Lord had 
condescended to pursue that line of conduct which ho 
had followed in respect to a bill relative to the East 
India Company, which was not a little famous in ttiat 
House, and throughout the country. The noble Lord 
had stated to the House, that the Court of iJirectors 
coiKlemnod every one of the acts of ilr. Hastings ; and 
therefore the noble Lord thought it would be wrong to 
turn him out of the Government! A most extraordi¬ 
nary reason, with an exphination to which he hoped 
the noble Lord would favour the House ; not without 
stating (what he had hitherto omitted) his sen merits 
concerning the subject of the present debate.” 

Having vacated his scat for Tieeralston, on his ap¬ 
pointment as a. Lord of the Treasury, Lord Mornington 
was elected for the borough of Saltash, on the river 
Tamer, in Cornwall, within a few miles of Beeralston, 
January 23rd, 1787 ; but the return being petitioned 
against, his Lordship was unseated by a Parliamentary 
Committee; John Lemon, Eset., being declared to bo 
entitled to the seat. In the February of that year, 
wc find the rising Statesman taking a part in the great 
debate on the Treaty of Commerce with France ; on 
which occasion Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox^ Mr. Burke, Mr. 
Sheridan, Mr. Cliaiies Grey, Mr. Flood, Mr. Grenville 
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and Mr, Wilbei'force addressed the House.. .Lord 
Morniugton rose immediately after Mr. Burke had 
spoken, and delivered a highly effective speech. There 
is one passage in his address which is worthy of pre¬ 
servation. “ It had been eloquently urged, that what¬ 
ever might be the commercial merits of the treaty in 
a political view, it prostrated the Majesty of this coun¬ 
try at the feet of France, and depo,sed Great Britain 
from the throne of Europe. He answebed, that the 

TIUT.E MA.nCSTT OF GrEAT BbITAIS WAS HER TRADE, AST) 
THE TFIROSE OF THE COMMERCE OF THE WOKiU WAS THE 
FITTEST OBJ.EC!T OF HER AMBITION. He said that the 
industry and ingenuity of our manufactures, the opu¬ 
lence. winch these had diffused through various ofian- 
uels, the substantial .foundation of capital on which 
they had placed our trade — capital which had that 
night been well described as predominant and tyrant 
over f-o tiTwlo of the whole world — all these, as 
they ' ,d been our best consolation in defeat, were the 
m6ht promising sources of future victory ; and that to 
cultivate, to strengthen, and to augment these, could 
not Ix) inconsistent with the glory of the kingdom.” 

■in June, 1788, the Earl of Morniugton was elected 
v'iember of the royal borough of Windsor ; and in that 
year was called upon to take a part in the counsels of 
. tlic administration, on the great and eventful contro¬ 
versy on the Regency Question, which arose in conse¬ 
quence of the attack of mental derangement witli 
whicli George HI. was afflicted. 

With the exceptions only of the case of the Conven¬ 
tion Parliament, which assembled (contrary to the letter 
of the laiv, and the constitution of the country) with- 


miST/fy. 


M,\RQn|?SS WELI JiSMY. Of) 

out (Aie King’s writ, to recall Oharlfc'- U., and the case 
•'f tho Parliatncnt, which assembled at the call of tht? 
Princo of Orange, at the Revolution, 'J G88, to declare 
the thi'one of these realms vacant, the Regency Ques¬ 
tion, in 1788, is decidedly the most interesting point 
of constitutional law which has arisou in modem times. 
A n emergency arose, for which the wisdom of oui an¬ 
cestors had Dijide no provi.sion : our state,snieii were 
thrown back on first principles : they had to examine 
tli<} foundations on which the venerable pillars of the 
British Constitution were based The Lord President 
of the Council expressed hi.s opinion, “ that, in conse¬ 
quence of the absence and incapacity of the King, the 
legislature wa,s defecti ve and incomplete; whence all 
the fimctious of the executive government of the coun* 
tiy were actaally suspended." The Lord President 
stated the case too strongly ; but the Paniiai.ient iwas 
unquestionably reduccMl to a most momentous lilomma. 
To vest the powers of royalty in another in iyidual, 
even for a limited period, to the prejudice of t! • 

ing Sovereign, rt'quired an act of Paiiiamejj, vthe 
King is an essential branch of that Parliament : no 
Act can, in law, bo valid, without the King’s as,, t : 
but the King, by tho act of God, was rendered in 
pable of attending to any business, public or prsvatC- 
Wliat tlien was to bo done 1 Mr. Fox, in tho zeal ow 
his friendship for the Princo of Wales, made an asser¬ 
tion wliicl) was equally repugnant to the common law 
of England, and to tho democmtic principles of the 
Whigs;—ho stated, that, “in ln,s firm opinion, Iris 
Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, had as oi/kosr, af. 
express a tight to assume the reins of government, oma 

D 2 






L[1<'E AUD CORRESPONDENCE OE 


exercise the powers of sovereuMy during the continu- 
imce of the King's iUmss and zncapacitj/ witlr which U 
hud pleased God to afflict Ms Magesty, as in thdcase of 
his Majesty having imdergone a natural and pierfect 
demise!^ * Mr. Pitt opposed this courtly doctrine; he 
defied all Mr, Fox’s ingenuity to support it, upon any 
analogy of constitutional precedent, or to reconcile it 
to the spirit and genius of the Constitution itself; and 
he laid down what seems to be the correct princi|»le. 
“ He maintained that it would appear from every- pre¬ 
cedent, and from every plge of our history, that to 
a.s3ert such a right in the Prince of Wales, or any one 
else, independent of the decision of the two Houses of 
Parliament, was little less than treason to the consti¬ 
tution of the country. He pledged himself to this 
a-ssertion, that in case of the interrcption of the per¬ 
sonal, exercise of the royal authority, without any pre¬ 
vious P'rful provision having been made for carrying 
on tlm J-dyeniment, it belonged to tlie other branches 
of tli' egislaturo, on the part of the nation at large— 
the (ly they represented—to provide, according to 
tlinir discretion, for the temporary exercise of the royal 
ai jrity, in the name and on the behalf of the Sover- 
e;gt), in such a manner as they should think requi.site ; 
• hd that, unless by their decision, the Prince of Wales 
.,,nad no more right (speaking of strict than any 

other individual subject of the country,” Lord Morn- 
ington coincided in opinion with Mr. Pitt; and there 
ciiti be no doubt that their view of the case was both 
the most correct and the most popular one. But how 
tiU! legal objections to be met 1 How meet the 
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ti'inporarj evils, without woiiudijig the constitutioa ? 
Necessitas nim hib&t ' and liore was an irre¬ 

sistible necessity : still the difficulty remained, how 
was the solemnity of an act of the legislature to be im¬ 
parted to a bill, without the assent of the Crown 1 The 
Attorney-Chiiieral, Sir Archibald Macdonald, appears to 
have suggested the only imaginable rvay of meetings die 
exigency : “He wished the distinction between the 
politic or official capacity of the Crown, and the natu¬ 
ral and human capacity of the person of the King, 
might ever be kept separate ; for upon that distinc¬ 
tion depended the rectitude of their proceedings.” 

Tlie Solicitor-General, Sir John Scott (afterwards bord 
Eldon), following up the same remark, observed, in the 
course of one of the debates; “ The thronh was as yet 
full of the monarch, and no man dared to say that his 
Majesty was deficient in his political capacity/' ' As in 
cases of the tender infancy of the Sovereign' the ex¬ 
pression of the King's will, by his great sea bad in 
former times been directed by his Privy Co' dl ; it 'b 

was at length determined upon by both ilous. that 
the Lord Chancellor shoidd affix the great sea 'b a 
bill, creating the Prince of Wales, Ilegeiit tli , 
limited powers.f 

In 1789 the Earl of Mornington took a conspicuo, 
part in the memorable debates in the Irish House < v . 
Lords, on the Regency Question—which arose in Ire- Qf. , 
laud in a stiU more complicated and embarrassing form'. ■ 
In that year, in consequence of the continued indispii|f,b 

* Noy. i . 

f Lord Mornington voted ill favoiu of Mr. Pitt’aj resolutions limiv<<^ 7 v 
tlie powers of the Regent. i J , / 
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sition of King George III.; the Marquess of Buckiiigbain, 
Lord-Lieutetiant of Ireland, made tlie following coin- 
inunication to tlie Houses of Parliament at Dublin ■ 

“ Mr Ijords, and Gentlemen, 

“ \Vitli the deepest concern I find myself obliged, on 
(ipeuing the present session of Parliament, to comrnu • 
nicato to you the painful information, that his Ma¬ 
jesty has been for some time afllicted by a severe 
malady ; in conserpience of which he has not honoured 
me with his commands upon the measures to be re¬ 
commended to his Parliament. I. have directed such 
documents as I have received respecting his Majest/s 
lioalth, to bo laid before you: I shall also communi¬ 
cate 1.0 you, so soon as I shall be enabled, such fui-ther 
irilbrroafcion as may assist your debberations on that 
nifclanoboly sul 


Both he Irisli Houses at once voted an address to 
Lis lie I Highness George Prince of Wales, consti¬ 
tutin' -he Prince, Regent of the kingdom of Ireland 
tiUmited powers; while the Parliament of Great 
B!’’ .1 had %iposcd several limitations upon the 

po: (Crs vo.sted in his Royal Highness. “We have, 
]' hwovei';’’ said the Irish Parliament, “ the consolation 
.’ reflecting that tins severe calamity hath not been 
visited vipon us until the virtues of your Royal High¬ 
ness Lave been so matured as to enable your Royal 
Iligbttcss to discharge the duties of an important trust, 
foir the pm-f.'rmanoe whereof the eyes of all his Ma¬ 
jesty' subjects'are directed to your Royal Highness, 
ife ihirefore I'k.g ham humbly to reqtiest, that your 



Royal Eighms will be plea^^ed to take 
(lovernnmnt of W dwdmg the eontm^^ 

Majeslj/s prewrd mdd^pos'dw^^^ no longer i and^ 
wndcr \he style and titk of Frinco Regent of. Irelmd, 
in the name and on the behalj of his Majestyj/ kf 
cise mid administoT^ according to the laws mnd Condi'^ 
kitwn of this kingdom, all beual eowebs, jueisdio-^ ; 

TIONS, AND rilEKOOATIVKsS TO THE CrOWN AND GOVERN¬ 
MENT BELONCHNG/^ Lord Mornington opposed axid pro¬ 
tested agaiiist the subservient adulation and unconsti¬ 
tutional cluuucter of this address* The Parliament 
of Groat Britain had, with becoming regard for the 
dignity of the Crown, and tlie safety of the Constitu¬ 
tion, resolved, that it is expedient that iiis Iloyal 
niglmess shall be empowered to use, execute, and per¬ 
form, in the name and on the behalf of his, Majesty, 
all authorities, prerogatives, acts of Government, and 
administration of the same, which belong^ to the K^x-g 
of this realm, to use, execute, and perforiii, a<i jrding 
to the laws thereof, subject to the lirnitcifm \ and :, 
exceptions as shall be providedl^ In Ivngiaiv the ; 
llegent had no power to grant any rank or djga\ pt O': / 

the peerage, or to grant any office in rcvermo.n, or T ^ 

office, pension, or salary, for any other tman tin L , 
during bis Majesty’s pleasure ; or to grant any patfc o*| \ ■.; '■ 
the King’s real or personal estate. Beside, the care of 
the King^s person was s[)ecially committed, dipiug the ■ 
regency, to the (iueen, who was vested with power to 
remove any of the household. In Ireland the Kcgeiit 
was invested with ooAtrLETE hoverE iaNTV. d!h(‘.colli 
sion between the Parliaments of the two countk.v f 
this occasion^ (which, but for the happy recovery ot 
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George III., inight have been atteiiiJed with 
serious eonsequeaces,) was one of the events ■wliicb, led 
to the act of Union ; by which the British Isles were 
incorpoi’ated inseparably into one kingdom : Ireland 
being in 1800 united to Great Britain, as Wales was 
united to England in the reign of Henry VIIL, and as 
Scotland was in the reign of Anne. Lord MorningtQn 
at once saw the danger which was likely to arise to 
the peace of the empire, by a conflict between the two 
Legi.siatures on the subject of the regency: and he 
probably asked himself the question, if the Irish Par¬ 
liament had a right to act independently of the British 
Parliament, and confer unlimited powers on the indi¬ 
vidual in whom the English people would not confide 
thein, hud not the Irish Parliament a right to select a 
totally di^'er&nt p6rso7i as Regent, from the individual 
chosen by the Parliament of Great Britain? Lord 
ilforniogtoiv ;was one of the twenty-three Iiish peers 
vvlio t teed the following protest against the address 
ltd th ^b^fee of Wales:— 

“ .isisentieiit : 1st. Because the address in question 
to 4' Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, is an 
a requesting that he will he jdcased to take 

it him the government of this realm, in sucli man- 
as is therein mentioned; and to exercise and 
jftdininister, according to the laws and Constitution of 
, kingdom, all royal powers, jurisdiction, and prero¬ 
gatives to the Crown and Government thereof belong¬ 
ing, Avifchont my law or autbovity whatsoever, that we 
know of rathorizing him so to do. 2ndiy. Because 
we -" ^ apprehcfifglYe that the said address may he 
cdnstnied to he a measure tending to disturb and 







weaken that great constitutional Union, wlioreby, as 
fully declared, and enacted, and apeciflod in sundry- 
acts of Parliament in this kingdom, this realm ol Ire¬ 
land is for ever united and knit to the imperial Grown 
of England, and as a memher appending and rightfully 
helonging thereto. Srdly. Because, although in eveiy 
sentiment of duty, affection, and respect toward his 
Eoyal Highness, we hold ourselves ecpml to, and will 
not be exceeded by, any of those who join in the said 
address, or by any other person whatsoever ; and are, 
and over shall he, ready to lay down our lives and 
fortunes in the support and maintenance of the just 
rights of our most gracious Sovereign, and of every 
branch of his royal and august family ; we cannot pay 
any comidiment to his Royal Highness, or to any one, 
at the expense of what we consider as great constitu¬ 
tional principles; and we cannot (for suob are the , 
workings of duty, affection, and respect in our .breSj.'^) 
join in the said address ; which may, as we a; 
hensive, bring, difficulty and embarrassment i ^n Ip's 
Royal Highness, already too much oppressed ^ the 
great calamity which hath befallen our most g:i *ous 
Sovereign, his royal father.” ■ / i 

The Marquess of Buckingham, the Lord-Lieiitbn, it, 
decliiied to transmit the addresses of the two Houses u 
England; and, on a calm review, of the legal an 
constitutional points involved in this important dis 
cussion, it seems to be impossible to doubt that hiS 
Excellency acted strictly according to law. His Excel- • 
lency the Lord-Licntcriant’s reply to tL-v upper and 
lower houses of the Irish Parliament was av foi... ■''•s ' 
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“ M y Lords, and Gertlsmer, 

“ Under Uie impl’essioiv which 1 fefjl of 1113 ? official 
duty^ and of the oatli which I have taken, as chief 
Governor of Ireland, I am obliged to depiine trans¬ 
mitting tins address into Great Britain. For I cannot 
consider myself warranted to lay before the Prince ot 
Wales an address purporting to invest his iloyal 
Highness with powers to take upon him the govern¬ 
ment of this rcfdm, before he shall be enabled by law 
todoso.’’"’’' 

The transaction now' became more complicated. 
Not only were tho Parliaments of two countries (inse¬ 
parably united to the same Crown) at i.ssue, but the 
House of Lords and House of Commons in Ireland 
were directly at variance with the Viceroy ! The 
Hpu 3 e.s a^ed to resolutions declaring their right to 

' of Regent is one unknown to tbe coreuion law: awl 

rcvH^ ' ’ ;ohly mode of appointing a Regent free IVom olijeotioiia and 
ICgTii iticjs, is, by tbe nuthority of a prospective Act of Fftrliament, 
il l>y tbc Lords Tcrapoml and Spiritual, the CoTimions, atnl 
the Off : Tlte Eav^ of Pembroke, by lii« own authority, assiim<?d the 
Roge* ,oi n-v! that King was but nine years oh), A 

vua^ and ComicU of Regency was named for Kdwavd 111- by the 
\»a| iMii Avhich deposed his father. On the uceeasiou of Richard IK, 
ill ) 'eloverith year, the Duke of Lancaster took upon him the mtmago- 
imr .iV of the khordoTn till Parliament met, which appointed a nominal 
' mcii to assist him. Henry V., on his death-bed, naincMl a Hogeni and 
^(^aardian for his infant son Henry VL, then nine months old • hat 
I'lnlianu'ut aUered his disposition, and appointc«l a Protector and 
#oimoil with a special united authority. Edward V., at the age ^of 
'.hlrt'UTi, was, on the recommendation of his father and the authority 
. of t’iO'Eriv^ Comicplaced under the proteetornte of the Duke of 
(KouceKten " By;^ vo statutes passed in the reign of Henry VilL, it was 
provided th-' successor, if a male and under eighteen, or if a female 

and ' should W? till such age in the goveriimenl of his or 

.icr uaioval mother (if approved by the King) and such other counsellors 
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appoint a Prince Eegerit, and passed a vote of censure 
on the representative of the Crown ! Lord Morning- 
ton, who, as a Privy Counciitor, and one of the Lords of 
the English Treasury, exercised much influence in the 
counsels of the Lord-Lieutenant, vigorously supported 
the Mar((uess of Buckingham. His Lordship, togethc/r 
with twenty-four other peeiis, entered protests against 
the resolutions of the majority. The protest against 
the resolutions, voted February 1789, asserting the 
right of both Irish Houses to declai-e a Prince Eegeut, 
wa.3 as follo ws : 

“ Because the undoubted rigid, and the indispeh- 
sable duty, declared in the said resolution to have been 
exercised and discharged by the Lords ■ and Commons 
of Ireland, and to which it is alleged they alone are 
competent, do not, in any legal or stund sense, appear 
to us to have any existence. And because tho assum- 

as Ills Miijestjr should nppoiiit: ho accordiufljr in virtue of tho ' 
racutfl, entrusted his eon Edward VI. *0 his 4xwn .-(sxceaf who s . 
elected the Eari of Hertford Protector. Tfjc stvituU'‘i?4 Oeo. ‘ \ 

in case the Crown should descend to ari y of the cln idpou o. "Ei ‘‘icK, 

hite Prince of Wales, under the age of ei. hhpcn, upp(j,;atod the V 
Dowager Hegent; and that, 5 Geo. Ill. c. 27, iu cusl of a liho d* V-i , 
to any of his Majesty’s children, einpiwvored the to ?ff|K '» 

guardian and liegcot to be assi.sted l»y a Coancijl' Begvi cV. ; ^ 

powoLs of tliem all being expre.ssly dehnc(t|hy severajt'aotsy Wu. 

IV. c, 2, Iier Royal Highness rlie Duchesa’ of Kentl>va.i ftnoOintod the 
guardian of hex daughter (her preBont most gracimig | j\jajesty) lUitil she 
attained the ago of oigUtoen years j and it was alsik proMi/ed that, the 
Duchess should he Regent in case of the dc.f.cept JpJ'y diiring 

the Queen’s miaority~~an event which, if 

did not take place. By 3 and 4 Viet. c. 5j2!, Highnes • PriiK'c 

Albert the Queen B august consort, is constiliC.''ir;/f oi' 

of Queen Victoria becoming King or Queen of Ishosi ‘ under the 

age of eighteen yeais, subject to various provifiotf* "" ^ ido C' 

Blfickstone's Com. by Hargrave, 
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isjg a right in the Lords and Commons alone to confer 
npon Ms Eoyal Highness, the Prince of Wales the 
Govei'nment of this kingdom, under the stylo and title 
of Prince Regent of Ireland, in the name and on he- 
lialf ofhis Majesty, to exercise and administer accord¬ 
ing to the laws and constitution of this kingdom all 
regal powers and prerogatives to the Crown and Govern¬ 
ment thereof belonging, or the addressing his Royal 
Highness to take upon himself such government in 
maimer aforesaid, before bd be enabled by law to do 
so, seems altogether unwarrantable, and to be highly 
dangerous in its tendency to disturb and break the 
constitutional Union whereby this realm of Ireland is 
for ever knit and united to the Imperial Cro^vn of 
England; on which connection the happiness of both 
kingdoms essentially depends and we are. the more 
apprelionsiye ,pf the danger, lest the doing so should be 
cousivi,''red as tending to the prejudice, disturbance, or 
dorbg ;iGn of; the King’s Majesty, in, of, or for the 
CroV of vhlS;; realm of Ireland.” 

” j iiappy recovery of King George III. solved the 
4' jirm,. and 'averted the dangers of the threatened 
' <■ sion' ProV fWs time the Earl of Mornington was 
? .niittcd morei closely into the confidence of the King, 
.vho expressed! his warm approbation of the young 
statesman’s painful emergency whicli 

nave riseUfi discussions ; intimating his Majesty's 
displeasure supported the anta- 

^ The Kilpr Ireland cle jure^ 

tkda.11 ocr ^ and rightfully belonging to the Eiigliyh 

CVow'i^ ' ' ^jlegj^flataro of Irelaiul was clearly incoTn^ieUvnt to in - 

Regotit wim, powers which the Parliament of Great Britain had 

vvitliliC'h!, fronvhhp.^ 
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goniet proten.sjoris of tlio Prince of Wales by the cUs- 
inissal of the Ih.ike of Q.iwensberry, the Martpiess of 
Lothian, and Lords Carteret and Malraosbury, In the 
year following Lord Morniagton was re-olected asrepre- 
sentatire in Parliament for the borough of Windsor, 


* Before the year A. D. 1(590, the ohurtered corporation of Wimi.spr 
nsvuped the exclusive right of voting in the election of raomhers of Bnr., 
lisinaiit; but it ik'iis altervards uxtemled to all inhahitahts paying scot 
ami lot. 'i'lifc greatest numher of electors polled at tiny election in 
Windsor, (luring the thirty years before the pairing of tlic Ueforrii Act, 
was oCo: in the years 1830-dO, the tuunhor of parliamentary eloctor.a 
was (567. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Snpports Mr. Wilberforoo on tlio Slave Tra(le,~-(.)pposef) Mr. Dundas's 
Iteoliition For gradual Abolition.—«B:lovca an Amendment tor its im¬ 
mediate Su]>presston--rjH defeated*~~Moves a JSoeond Amendment.- . 

Denounces the tralEo as iiifainous, bloody, and disgraceful to human 
nature.—the Atnendmcnt supported by Mr. Pitt— defeated.---Clar'k-- 
son’o Laboiufs.—Vote of the Hotiso of Commons against the Slave 
Trade. —.Lord Moniington opposes Mr. Grey's motion for Reform in 
Parliament, both in Spirit and Substance.—Examiruition ofhi.s Argir~ 
ments.—B'allacy that Reform was synonytnoiie with American l)emo- 
craey or PrcivjlrRi-publicanism.—Eu^ on the general Spirit of tbe 

' British Constitv tion>.-Mi- Fox replies— ridicules Lord Mornington's 
I\)sttions,'r- Borbughs and great Towns then unrepresented.— Saltash, 
■;hfv Bo(‘Trdston, &C.: compared with them.—Changes since e-ffected by 

Parli'hmmt.— M'U'cjuess Wellesley Member of the liofortu Govern- 
rnei' -1793, sworn a Member of the English Privy Council. —Ap- 
\ ppi d eVnmisf^ioner for Aiinirs of India,—.Devotes his attention to 

til tenure of .fho British Oovcrnmerit and native Powers in India, 
f ordidonce rermsed in him by Mr. Pitt. 

jHn. WiLckiiFORCE was strenuously supported, in 
;92, by tlrrlilarl of Mornington, in his noble efforts to 
oxtinguisb thef Sla ;^c Trade. Ilis Lordship vigorously 
opposed the rt|«oliitions of Mr. Dundas for the gradnol 
akditioh* of ehc inhuman traffic. He contended that 
the British pVliament had an undoubted right to 
abolish the t^kde, notwithstanding any previous sane- 

* >\vndafl’.'=i resolutions was, That from Oct,. 10, 179^, 

>vcry male negro [imported] according to his stature, 
.0 lifteon pouud.s." 
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tion* which it might he supposed to have given.f The 
utility of a continuation of this inhuman commerce to 
tlie real welfare of our islands ho positively denied; 
and conceiving the point at issue to be, in fact, a ques¬ 
tion of principle and feeling, ho disdained to reason on 
the policy of the measure. On the 25th of April 
Lord Morningtou moved an amendment, that the Slave 
Trade should end. on the fst of January 171)3 ; -he 
amendment was lost by a majority of 4.9 ; the numbers 
on the division having been,, j'eos 109 ; noes 158. On 
the 27th of April, the House having again resolved 
itself into committee on Mr. .Dundas’s resolution, “That 
it is the opinion of this committee, that it shall not 
be lawful to import any African Negroes into any of 
the .British colonies or plantations in ships owned or 
navigated by British subject.?, at any time after the 1st 
day of January 1800,” Lord Morningtoii then moved 
another amendment with a view to a more im icdiatc 
abolition of the Slave Trade. 

Thp noble Lord “lamented the fatej of. his 'rmer 
motion for a .speedy termination of the trade hieh 
had been already condemned as criminal, inasmu as 
it was repugnant to the principles of jjustice and 
manity. Had he followed his feeliug.s, ;ho sliouhl ha e 
proposed for the total abolition of thif^ hateful traffii 

i : 

* It has tlui authority of Acts of Paiiiamont paSssed iu couiitry, 
OP well as colonial laws, which rccogriisc, if they do/ not corihim il, and 
the sanction of ancient and universal custom.’^ /o.“ A/c,,/> 

jSVffUcry, 1786. 

f According to the law in this country even during h. v oormittod ex¬ 
istence of the Slave Trade, a negro slave became,' on tho of 

touching the llritieh ^oil, a free man.—V ide Salkendij 666 ; and the w. v 
of the negio ; State Trials, xx. 79. 
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the 2 b.( 1 day of January 17(^3, imniediately after the 
House had determined by a majority that it should 
not be so on the J st day of Jojiumj 1793. He was 
.sotry that so infamous, so bloody a traffic should exist 
for one hour. Upon the justice of it nothing could 
be said ; upon the humanity of it nothing conld be 
said. Being destitute of principle, being hated by all 
good men, and, as far as regarded its justice or hu¬ 
manity, abandoned by its own advocates, wliat could 
be .said on the subject 1 But lest it should he thought 
that he was persevering in a cause which, though good, 
was-not likely to succeed to his wishes, he was willing 
to concede something to the opinions of tho.se who 
differed with him, and move for a more remote period 
tlian 1793 for the abolition of a trade which he 
loathed and detested. He thought in his conscience 
, tliat it ought not to la.st one hour longer; but as he 
could r ot get the committee to think with him on this 
subjec he must give up his onm opinion to a certain 
degrc , and ..asi he could not do all the good he 
h wisl ' fie wdiuld do all that he could. Gentlemen 
hj .said in a former debate, that time should be 

■ a ed ,to the’ planters to cool, and to discover the 

■ t atb of the assertions of those who contended that the 
' .bolition would ultimately he for their advantage. 
What length of time it would require to cool them, 
and*^fur ti'idh ito make its way among the planters, 
while file libefty and happine.ss of thousands were^ 
exposed i;o inv" tion during the tedious process, it was 
irapo,ssible -or jhim to say. If he were to put the’ 
que-' -'U hiathematically, he would say, ‘ Ths force of 
, ii iith hemj givcfn, and the hardness of a pkmtei's heart 
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being ascertained, in whai space of time will the for- 
r-%er be, able to penetrate the latter? For Iris part, he 
was free to say that he had known great numhers of 
planters of the clearest heads, and most quick and 
lively conceptions ; and he believed they rvere, in ge¬ 
neral, persons who would not be the last to discover the 
truth of a proposition. On this occasion, however, ho 
meant to allow them two years; and he would ask whe¬ 
ther (if all that ivas wanted was to convince the planters 
tJiat the abolition would not injure them) two years 
would not do as well as seven 1 He believed the com¬ 
mittee would be of opinion, that the time proposed 
for the purpose of convincing their judgment was much 
too long; for that, in point of fact, they were con¬ 
vinced already ; and it was nothing hut mean and 
sordid avarice that induced them to wish for the con¬ 
tinuance of this ahorainable, infamous, bloody traffic - 
this commerce in human flesh-—this spilling of human 
blood—this sacrifice of Imtnan right—this insolence'to 
justice—this outrage to humanity—tins disgi -c. to 
human nature! Private follies from habit bad )Ci^’ 
times been excused by tbo charitable; they afl 
chiefly those who displayed them; they were bh 3 
of compassion to some, and from the nu))st severe tu v 
met nothing but ridicule : but for crimes, and those of 
the most public, tiotorious, hateful, detested nature, 
nothing could he said as an excuse or palliative. 
Every hour that this nefarious traffic/^ was allowed 
to be continued was a disgrace to Great Britain.” f • 

i\Tr. Pitt supported his friend on thisio'. '’a.sion. IJ 0 . 
urged the committee to adopt Lord Morningto.** 'v^so-' 
lution, “ That the Slave Trade do cease from the lirst m- 

VOL. l. R ' > 
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JcViuaiy, 1795.”"^“I feel,” said Mr, Pitt, “the infamy of 
the trade so heavily, the impolicy of it so-oleaiiy, that 
l am ashamed I have not been able to convince the 
House to abandon it altogether at an instant—to pro¬ 
nounce, with one voice, the immediate and total abo¬ 
lition. There is no excuse for us, seeing this infernal 
traffic as we do. It is the very death of justice to 
nttor a syllable in support of it I” Yet the eloquence of 
these two great men, which must have made the hearts 
of the man-stealers quail within them, could do no 
more than induce the committee to adopt the year 
17.9G as the time for the abolition of the legalized 
commerce in the human species.* 

In the following year we find Lord Mornington, 
with more questionable judgment, opposing Mr. Grey’s 
motion for a reform in Parliament. On the 7th of 
May, 1793, his Lordship addressed the House of Com¬ 
mons “ against the wholq spijjt and substance” of the 
pTOpositlpn hpibmitted by Mr; Gh'ey. The purpose of 
tl'ipSB' ho supported the measure then the subject of 
(|^bo , said l|;i^ Lordship, “was to change, not the 
ail ai«jtration only, but the very genius and spirit ot 
t’ Iritish CioFernmeat; to sepamte those elementary 
ji jiciples of jjnouarchy, of aristocracy, and of dcmo- 
.racy, which are now mixed and blended in the 


♦ In looking baclk to the history of the Abolition of tho Slave Tra»le, 
H fis* inn)o.ssihle n'ot to revert -with a fooling of admiration to the early 
lah •• of tint ve.herable and distinguished advocate of the rights of 
S- hinnt'ii nature, Tv ..iab CnaaKsoN, Esq., Playford Hall, Suffolk, who 
lives in A jtoiired phi to witness the fruit of that great 
' v,?'harvest rfnifeh jie broke up and tilled the ground, by his celebrated^ 
. essay at Cambridge University, On the Slavery and Commerce oj 
Spcfha!, and his subsequent publications. 
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frame of this ffouse, and, by combining them again ac¬ 
cording to some now and different rule of proportion, 
to create a system of -whicli we at present knoiv no¬ 
thing more than that it is to bo new in its texture, 
and wholly different in its effects, upon the existing 
order of our happy constitution. A project so stated, 
and of such extent, has not been agitated in Parlia¬ 
ment during the present century; and it is a duty 
Avhich we all ewe to the present and succeeding times, 
to pause and to deliberate wjtli the utmost caution be¬ 
fore we consent even to tako tho first step towards a 
measure of such powerful effect, and of such lasting 
Consequences. Before wo part with those foundations 
on which the Government has been so long settled, it 
becomes us to recollect what that is which we 
about to destroy, and to ascertain, as far ' 
foresight can enable us, what is likely to 
in its place.” ' * 

Lord Moniington eulogized enthusis 
perhaps will think extravagantly, conffc ■ 

cuTQstances under which his Lordship 
British Oon.stitiition; and dwelt with grea 
the admitted excellences of the body of g 
laws. “ Never,” said he, “ under any di.w.. 
political power of which the memory has reacheu 
of which we now see the operation, have the true ' 
of .society been so effectually accomplished, o- 
preserved, as under that Government w' ‘ 
professed design of this motion to charuj*’ 

Government the life of every individual is 

the mild and equal spirit of tho law ; by the p . 

ministration of justice ; by the admirable institution 
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(if juries j tind by tbo gracious and editable exercise of 
tiiat prerogative which is the brightest ornament of the 
British Grovtu—the power of mitigating the rigour of 
criminal judgments, and of causing law and justice to 
l:io executed in mercy. Under that Government the 
liberty of the subject is established on the same foun- 
clations, and protected by the same safeguards, which 
maintain the whole system of order in the State ; it is 
a temperate and rational liberty, inseparably connected 
with all the most sacred duties of society, and while it 
adds new force to every civil, every moral, and every 
religious obligation, it derives from them its most pow¬ 
erful activity and its most substantial strength. Best¬ 
ing on such foundations, and united with all the virtues 
■ with all the genuine interests both of the Monarch 
ucople, it has long remainect inviolate; and it 
'hi every pri.nciple of stability which can 
' h'rame of any human institution; for it 
abused by the subject nor invaded by 
'' • ■ ’bout equal hazard to tho safety of both; 
iwigering some fundamental principle of 
uillity and domestic comfort on the one 
• " out disturbing the hannony and impairing 

■ the hiouarcby on the other.” 

a Mornington, in opposing Mr. Grey's motion, 
'id- .upon his hearers the inestimable advantages 
rv subject of this realm enjoyed~the safety 
' liberty, \\mp'rope7'ty; —and seemed 

adoption of Mr. Qrey’s measure might 

ce these blessings in jeopardy : ‘‘ Wh 

..gilt be contended to he the defective state of 
tjhe representation in theory; it is an undeniable fact. 
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proved by daily aud almost hourly experience, that 
there is no interest in the kingdom, liowever inconsi¬ 
derable, which does not find some advocate in the 
House of Oommorm to recommend it to the attention of 
the Legislature. From the same sources are necessarily 
derived the wealth, the power, and the splendour of the 
empire: it is the sense of safety, it is the confidence 
reposed in the protection of the Government, which 
have encouraged the subject to ad venture the fruits of 
his industry aud skill in those enterprises of agricul¬ 
ture, of commerce, and of manufactures, wliich, in the 
various stages of their progress, contribute equally to 
the profit of individuals and the prosperity of the 
State. From the united effects of all these circum¬ 
stances, the collective interests of the empire have been 
in a progressive state of improvement ever since the 
period of the Kevolution.” After alluding to the 
depression which followed the American war, liis Ijord- 
ship added, “ thus, with all the imperfections aud 
irregularities of this reprobated frame of Parliament, 
the nation has risen from the lowest state of luimlli- 
atiou and adversity— i- 

‘ More glorioas and more (head than frpp no fall, ^ 

And tmstH liorseif to tear nd secotul fate/ ’’ 

Lord Mornington, after clwelling with much forcv 
this brancli of the question, painted in strong colours 
the blood-stained government of revolutionary Franco : 
“ Although questions of groat magnitu'^o and import¬ 
ance have engaged the attention of the Hot, ''' since the 
affairs of France have been the immediate suwjeci. of 
deliberation, the Hon. Gentleman will find that a topic 






leading to such serious rellectiohs, and furnishing BUcli 
useful lessons, has not been so soon effaced Irom the 
memory of this House or of the country: the business 
of this day must revive every passage of those transac¬ 
tions with the most diicct and forcible application to 
the present question. It will be pressed home to the 
recollection and to the feeling of every British sulTject, 
that a change in the existing Government (the avowed 
object of this motion), was the great revolutionary 
machine, by tho working of which our enemies trusted 
to have -educed this happy people to the level of their 
own miserable condition. ‘ Commemoiutio illius sce- 
leris intermissa est, non memoiia deleta, dum genus 
humaniun, dura populi Eomani nomen exstabit, (quod 
(juidern erit, si per illos licuerit, sompitenuun), ilia pes- 
tifera intercessio nomiuabitur.’ ” 

Mr. Fox, in his reply, contended that the sovereign 
remedy for the discontents of the people wa.s Eepresen- 
tation. Alluding to its effects in finmer times, in the 
cases of Wales, Chester, and Durham,, ho remarked-- 
“ When the day-star of tho English Constitution had 
arisen in their hearts, aU was harmony within and 
without” — 

— Simiil alba nantis 
Stella refulsit, 

Defluit saxis agitatus humor; 

Conoidunt veati, fugiimtqiic luibes, 

Et minax (quod sic voluere) poiito 
TJnda, rcciujobit.” 

Mr. Fox, tumi^'g. to Lord Momington’s argument, said : 
“ the Nob''” Lord had discovered that lloiisscau, in his 
%ial oompadt, had said a very extravagant thing ! 
.a.. ', lie. was not very well qualified to judge, for he had 
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found the beginning of the Social Compact so extrava¬ 
gant that he could not read it througli, but he believed 
it was one of the most extravagant of that author’s 
works. He did not mean to say that the Noble Lord 
had produced an extravagant saying from Idousseau as 
a novelty; but it was somewhat remarkable, that an ex¬ 
travagant thing from the most extravagant work of aji 
extravagant foreign author, should be produced as an 
argument against a reform in the representation of the 
people of Great Britain.” In answer to those who con¬ 
tended tliat that was not the right time to enter on an 
inquiry into the state of the representation, Mr. Fox 
quoted, with much effect, the poet’s raillery on some 
noble Earl— 

Let that be 'vnouglvt which Mat doth say: 

Yea, (j^uoth the Erie, but not (o-clay." 

In these days, when the principles resisted by the 
Earl of Mornington in 1793 are the established law of 
tire laud,* wheu the changes then denounced as preg¬ 
nant vdth danger to the constitution have been for¬ 
mally adopted by the Legislature, without producing 
any of the consequences that it was supposed would 
follow from them, it is difficult to conceive how any 
intelligent, unbiassed person could have concealed from 
himself the necessity of the proposed reform in the 
representation of the country—the desirableness of 
which had been pointed out by tbe great constitutional 
authority Mr. Justice Blackstone.f The Eai’l of 
Mornington, in 1793, witnessed witb coucopr ai' 
alarm the giant strides of democracy in ifcHrhbouriv 
states, and recoiled, naturally enough, from tuo wit 
* 2 and 3 ■Win, IV. c. 4.5. t Com. vol. I. clnip. i 
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projects of tlte des'^iing knaves and miscUevous enthu- 
siasts,— wko mix tkem^selves np vi-itlreveTy important 
movement : but on what principle could Lord Moin- 
ington defend thd system that gave to Becralston 
—the population of which “ borough” had anived at 
the vanishing point in 1832— the power of sending 
members to Parliament, while Manchester, with all its 
wealth, population, and energetic industry—with its 
100,000 souls — ^had not the power ol electing a mem¬ 
ber'?* The fallacy of his Lordship’s argument con¬ 
sisted in this, that tlie adoption of Mr. Grey’s proposal 

* The following is a list of the great towns which were Mnre^menfcd 
isi Porlianient when Lord Mornington •• opposed Mr. Grey’s motion, ond 
which were empow'ered by 2 and S M’lti* IV. c. 40, to return Meiubeis 

MEM’ BOROUOHS TO RBTUKiSl TWO MEMBBIiS TO I‘AIILUMF,NT. 

Fojniladm, 

Lanibetli . < . 203,32i) 

Bolton . . • 41,196 

Bradford . . • 23,233 

Blacklinm . ^ • 27^091 

Brigliton , ♦ . 40,684 

Halifax , . 16,382 

Macclesfield . . 23,129 

Oldham . . » 60,613 

Stockport . . * 26,460 

Stokc-vipou-Treut » 62,946 

Stroud . . • 13,721 


Manchester 

Population, 

. 187,022 

Birmingham 

142,261 

I^eeds . 

, 123,323 

Ori^enwich 

62,009 

Sheffield 

. 90,657 

Sunderland 

43,078 

Devonport . 

, 44,464 

AVolverhampton 

67,411 

Tower Hamh.'ts 

. 369,820 

Finsbury 

244,077 

Mtirylebono . 

. 240,294 


^ Ttie poptdation, of Salta.*, for which Lord Mornington ^en 
returned, was tbr#:tliousaTKl and tu'euty-nme: Becralston, ioi which 
fiordship provi'uisly sat, was, accordingto the parlminentary letums, a 
-rfect hlaM The whole of the fifty-six distraiiclused boroughs were 
•caved, msiH'diih’ -At places ; the right to nominate niemhoTs tor which 
,as. E^iN.iacMcd'.ne pri vate property of certain great ivuliviiluais I V et it 
the i’ .Gi y of thr constitution “ that all elections ot Memheis of 
"’arlianiciit ought to be free—to ho made with an entire liberty—without 
' sort of force, or ti^f. rkquiiuno the laivCTORs to choose soca Per¬ 
eas SHALL BE NAMED TO 'J'HEM.'’ 
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for a constitutional reform in. Padianient-^ or a resti¬ 
tution of rights recognized in the ancient laws of the 
country—involved the reception of the Avikl theories 
and profligate maxims of J. J. Rousseau, and the vir¬ 
tual establishment of the ultra-democratic doctrines 
and godless .system of Thomas Paine. It must be ad¬ 
mitted, that the political changes in progress in 
Europe when his Lordship came forward as the oppo¬ 
nent of Mr. Grey ’s mea.iurc of Reform were calculated 
to excite alarm, even in the , breast of the most enthu- 
.siastic reformer; but the evils which had fallen on 
neighbouring nations ought to have served tis a warn¬ 
ing to the British Legislative, to apply a timely remedy 
to notorious evils, and not to trifle with popular dis¬ 
content till it had been inflamed into settled rancour, 
eager for an opportunity of vengeance and deliverance! 
The Earl of Mornington lived to see the groundlessiie.ss 
of the apprehensions which he entertained in 17!)3 ; 
and by a singular coincidence was, as Marquess Wel¬ 
lesley, a member of the Government which, in 1832, 
under the ■fuidance of his old opponent, then Earl 


NEW JIOROUGHS TO RETURN ONE MEMBER TO PARLIAMENT, 


Ashton-undeT-Lyne 

Dury 

Cliatham . . 

CheltenliaiG 
Dudley . 

Fronie 

Gateshead 

Huddersfield 

Kidderminster 

Kendal 

Kochdale 


FopuhUion, 
. 33,597 
15,080 
. 19,000 
, 22,942 

. 23,043 
12,270 
. 15,177 
, 31,041 

. 14,981 
11,205 
. 25,704 


Balford 

South Shields 
Tynenioutli 
Wakefield , 
Walsall 
Warrington , 
Whitby 
Whilehaveu 
Merthyr Tytl fil 


Top^dation. 
50,810 
. 18,750 

10,926 
. 12,232 

15,000 
. 10,018 
10,399 
,, 17,808 
. 30,000 
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(JreT, carried the Reform Bill* His Lordship’s 
speech, however, to wliich we have referred, was cal¬ 
culated to exalt him iu the esrtimatioii of both the 
King and his Lordship’s colleagues; and accordingly we 
find that soon, afterwards, 21st June 1793, he was. sworn 
a member of the English Privy Council; and was ap¬ 
pointed a Commissioner for the ahairs ol India, an 
office which was peculiarly adapted to prepare him for 
the efficient discharge of the high duties which after¬ 
wards devolved upon him as Governor General of 
India. 

Mr. Pitt’s Bill of 1784 appointed six Privy Council¬ 
lors to he Commissioners for the affairs of India; of 
whom, one of the Secretaries of State for the time 
being was President. These Oonimissioners, who were 
appointed by his Majesty, and removable at his plea¬ 
sure, were vested u'ith a control and superintendence 
over all civil, military, and revenue officers of the East 
India Company ; and the Directors of that corporation 
were obliged to lay before them all papers relative to 
the management of their possessions ; an(.teto obey all 
orders which they received from them, on points con¬ 
nected with their civil or military government, or the 
revenues of thoir territories. The Commissioners were 
obliged to return the copies of papers Avhich they 
received from the Directors in fourteen days, with 
their approbation, or to state at large their reasons 
for disapproving of them .; and their dispatches, so 
approved or amended, wore to be sent to .India, unless 
tbe Comraissiuners should attend to any represen- 

Tke Marquesft Wellesley was Lcrd Steward in Earl Orviy s 
Mini&tvy/SSnd Nev^ 1830, 
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tations of the Court of Directors, respecting further 
alterations in them. 


Lord Morningtou applied himself with his charac¬ 
teristic diligence to a thorough study of the various 
interests of our Indian empire ; and obtained a mas¬ 
terly and camprehensive knowledge of the relations of 
the several states to the British Government, as well as 
tlie power, resources, and position of the several parties 
in the Peninsula, lie acquainted himself, as far as 
possible, with the details of every fact bearing upon the 
commerce, the govenunent, and the laws of the coun¬ 
try ; and with the instinctive sagacity of great genius, 
pondered upon the future destiny and the possible exi¬ 
gencies of IJindostan. It has been already mentioned, 
that the first subject on which Lord Mornington spoke 
in the British House of Commons was that of India. 
He appears to have directed his attention to it from 
the beginning of his career in the English Parliament j 
and very probably regarded the post of Commissioner 
for the aflairs of India as a stepping-stone to tho 
splendid appointment of Governor-General, The no¬ 
mination of Lord Mornington to the Board of Control 
at this period when the public mind was so much 
excited by the discussion.s in Parliament on the India 
Bill.?, shows the confidence which Mr. Pitt and the 
Government reposed in the judgment and discretion ol 
that nobleman, then in the thirty-fourth year of his 
age. 
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CHAPtEE IT. 

Tlio War with France,Difficulty of deciding' whetlier Wiu* 

. honourably have been avoided, or right of the French to 

depose tiio Power that violated their fundamental Laws and the Priu- 
elp'les of Nattiral Justice.—The French originally justified in tfieir 
Proceedings,—E vents become complicated, an<l the question in rclrt- 
tion to Great Britain altered.—Pallia ting circumstances of the Freiieh 
Hevolution considered, — Publications of Burke, Macintosh, and 
Erskine—Death of Louis XVI,—The French Ambassador required 
to quit the Kingdom,—Me!?sage from the King to Parliainent to aug¬ 
ment tlie Forces,—In ten days afterwards the fact of War cominuni- 
eated to both Houses,—Opening of Parliament, January 1794.—Ad¬ 
dress to the Crown on the War.—Lord Mornington’s great Speech, 
reviewing the Revolution, exhibiting its progress, and tracing the 
Kovolutionary Govenunent step by step, holding up to ropTobation, all 
the atrocities, blasphemies, violence, perfidy, and cruelty that were 
enacted in France ; pointing out the spirit of aggression and wanton 
violation of the Laws of Nations that animated the French, and 
urging upon tlie Parliameat, by every consideration that could be sup¬ 
posed to influence Englishmen, to support the Crown in carrying ou 
vdth becoming energy this just and necessary War .—Effect of the 
Spcecli on the House.—Mr. Slieridan’s brilliant reply to Lord Morn- 
ington, — Mr. VV^yndhaui and Mr. Dundas defend Lord Movnington.— 
Mr. FoX criticises his Lordship^s Speech.—Mr. Pitt warmly eulogises 
it.—The effects of the French Revolution on the mind of Europe 
coiLsidcred. 

That the war with France in 1793 might have been 
delayed, or in some way avoided, few will now be dis¬ 
posed to question ; but whether, under all the circum¬ 
stances, it could have been evaded without compro¬ 
mising the monarchical principle in Europe, without 









danger to the permanent, political, and commercial 
interests of Gi'eat Britain, and without the injury to 
the constitution of this kingdom, which would pro¬ 
bably have followed from a fraternizing with French 
atheism and democracy, it is more difficult to decide. 
That the French had a right to reform or remodel 
their constitution, no Englishman could deny, without 
reproaching his ancestors, who had declared tlmt King 
Richard the Second had broken the original contract 
between the Sovereign and people, violated the funda¬ 
mental laws of this realm, and by misgovarnment for¬ 
feited the Crown; and who then, by the authority of 
Parliament, conferred that Crown, with multiplied legal 
solemnities, on Bolingbroke, afterwards King Henry the 
Fourth. That the French were fully justified in hold¬ 
ing an inquisition on the Government that had fla¬ 
grantly abused the power which it possessed, by 
gross and grievous oppressions, and had subverted the 
fundamental laws of France, it is impossible to 
doubt with the great precedent of 1688, sanctioning 
and confirming the principle laid down by the English 
Parliament in 13.09, before us, declaring the throne 
vacant, and summoning thereunto William Prince of 
Orange and his wife Mary. If the French were jus¬ 
tified, according to the principles of natural justice and 
the law of nations, in proceeding to re-adjust their 
Government, it is quite obvious that the coalition of 
the Kings of Europe in 1792, for the purpose of in¬ 
vading the frontiers of France, and constraining her 
inhabitants to alter the form of government they had 
chosen, was utterly indefensible. That coalition was 
both a crime and a blunder—an act of imbecility and 
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folly, and’a daring infringement of the gmthmu 
To it may be traced ranch of the gavage phren^y, the 
terrible atrocities, and the nnspeakable villany that 
were developed in the later stages of the French revo-' 
lution. Much was said of French propagandisra ; but 
what evoked that fell spirit? Those who based the 
jiistification of the war with France upon the aggros* 
sious wliich the French commitied, might have recoF 
lected that the Anti*Gal]ican coalition had provoked 
those aggressions, and that in the month of July 
1792, the following important proposition was sub¬ 
mitted to Great Britain by the Government of France : 

“ The stops taken by the cabinet of Vienna amongst 
the different Powers, and principally amongst the 
Allies of his Britannic Majesty, in order to engage 
them in a quarrel which is foreign to them, are known 
to all Europe. If public report even were to be 
credited, its successes at tho Court of Berlin pre¬ 
pare the way for others in the Xlnited Provinces ; 
the threats held out to the differentmembers of the 
Germanic party to make them deviate from that wise 
neuti'ality wliich their political situation and their 
dearest interests prescribe to them; the aiTangements 
taken with tixe different sovereigns of Italy to deter¬ 
mine them to act hostile]/ against France; and, lastly, 
the intrigues by which Kiissia has been induced to 
arm against the constitution of Poland; everything 
points out fresh marks of a vast conspkacy against free 
states, which seems to threaten to precipitate Europe 
in universal war. The consequences of such a confe¬ 
deracy, formed by the concurrence of powers who havf3 
been so long rivals, will be easily felt by his Britannic 
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Majesty; tlio balance of Europe, tliO'independence of 
the difereiit Powers, the general peace, every consi- 
sideration which at all times has lixed the attention of 
the English Government, is at once exposed and threat-' 
eried. The King of the French presents these sexioris. 
and important considerations to the solicitude and to 
the friendship of his Britannic Majesty. Strongly 
penetrated with the marks of interest and aflection 
wliicli he has received from him, he kmtes him to 
in his 'wisdom^ in his situation^ find in his injhmice, 
means compatible with the independence of the French 
nation, to stop, v/hile it is still time, the progress of 
that confederacy which equally threatens the peace, 
the liberty, the happiness of Europe; and above all, to 
dissuade from all accession to this project, those of his 
Allies whom it may bo wished to draw into it, or wiio 
may have been already, drawn into it, from fear, seduc¬ 
tion, and different pretexts of the falsest as well of the. 
most odious policy.” His Britannic Majesty declined 
the proposed mediation, observing, “tlie same senti¬ 
ments luUch have determined him not to tahe a part in 
the internal affairs of France, ought equally to jnduce 
him to respect the rights and independence of other 
sovereigns, and especially his Allies.” 

There was Ksomething so exasperating in the idea of 
foreign intervention; something so repugnant to the 
feelings of a brave people, in an attempt to oveniwe and 
coerce them on the part of foreign Poteiitatas, that we 
can scarcely wonder at the tremendous energy with 
which the whole French population rose in resistance 
to the coalition of Kings, nor be surprised at the mad 
excesses committed by men who had been goaded into 
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with all Europe, and cornpelled' to asl^jj 
oifOBsive in order to preserve tlieir own existence* 
But, in estimating the paii; taken by the Earl of 
Moruington at this unparalleled crisis, it is not enough 
to look at the circumstances which tend to palliate 'he 
atrocities of the excited populace of Fmnce. The 
q'lestion is, was the war, wliich has entailed upon 
Great Britain and Ireland an enormous debt, and which 
cost this kingdoin some of its best blood, necessary 
and justifiable? In this great controversy, in which 
Burke, Mackintosh, and Erskino were the literary 
combatants,and in which Moruington, Pitt, Fox, 

* Sec llejfleciions on the JR evolution in jPVtcnce:, p. ; nnd a Regicide 
2*e<iw, by the Rigla Hon. E<1 111 unci Burke. 

Vvtdicicf! Gcdlicfc^ by James Mackintosh, of lJtlcoln^‘3 Inn; Esquiro* 
Ohmxaimiion the War with FfancCyhy the Hou. Thomas Erskino.. 
llie French UevoUition,” observes Mr. Thomas Moore, in speaking 
cif the first of these remarkable publications, "still continued, by its comet- 
like course to dazzle, aknn, and disturb all Europe. Mr. Burke had 
published his celebroted < Reflections’ in the month of Nov. 1790, »ud 
never did any work, with the exception perhaps of the ‘ Eikon Basilike/ 
produce such a rapid, deep, and general sensation. The Eikon was the 
book of a king, and this might in another sense be called the book ot 
kings I Kot only in England, but throughout all Europe— in every pari 
of which inonnrclry was now trembling for its existence— this lofty 
appeal to loyalty was heard and welcomed. Its effect upon thq alroady 
tottering Whig party, was like that of ‘ the voice’ in the mins of Rome’s 
* departing towers.’ Tire whole fabric of the old Rockinghain eonfe- 
deracy shook to its base. Even some, who afterwards recovered their 
cquilibruun, at first yielded to the eloquence of this extraordinary book, 
which, like the era of chivalry, whose h)ss it deplores, mixes a grandeur 
with error, and throws a charm round political superstition, that will 
long render Its pages a sort of region of royal roincncc to which fancy 
will have vv.'course for illusions that have lost tneir last hold on the 
reieson.” Mr. (afterwards Lord) F/rskiiic, in alluding to the mmc work, 
says, " differing wholly from Mr. Burke, and lamenting the conse- 
*(uences of his late writings, I always think of the works and of the 
author in this kind of temper. Indeed, when 1 look into my own iniii-l I 



ftlAIiaUESS , \vmi.ESLEY. 

;anj atid the other '^ chiefe of the eloqiioat 
:^ted the whole power of their Parliameut/aiy rhetaric, 
it becomes us to speak with great dilfideuce. Origi- 
jially France had justice on her side; she had unques¬ 
tionably the right which, according to law of nature 
and nations, ewery independent state hath and nuist 
have, to regulate her own internal affairs. And not 
only was France originally in the right, (yiewing the 
matter in relation to foreign countries,) but the confe¬ 
deracy of the Allies was clearly in the wrong. The 
proclamations of the D\ike of Brunswick were vio¬ 
lations of international law ; the fact that certain 
German Princes were the proprietors of property in 
Alsace, could afford no j ustification to an invasion for 
the purpose of maintaining feudal rights by the means 
of a foreign force, in opposition to the national will, 
as declared in the legislature. \Ye may go further, 
and assert the geneml expediency and necessity of a 
revolution in the government of France; and admit 
that a heavy responsibility rested upon those emigrant 
noldes and clergy who, instead of remaining at home, 
as the Inilk of the English nobility did during the 
usurpation of Cromwell, to moderate and assuage the 


find its best lights and. principles fed from that immense magazme of 
moral an<l political vrisdoni which he has leU as an inheritance to man** 
hind for their instruction, J feel myself repelled hy an awfol and gmte- 
ful sensibility from petulantly approaching- him.” Mackintosh pays a 
Kiniihir tribute to the genius of his great antagonist: ** Argument every¬ 
where dexterous and specious, sometimes grave and profound, clothed 
in the most rich anti various iniugery, and aided hy the most pathetic 
and picturesque dcscriptum, speaks the opulence and the powers of 
that mind of wdiich age has neftlier dimmed the descemmont nor en¬ 
feebled the fancy, neither repressed the ardour, nor narrowed the range/’ 
— Vhvikift Gallic^:, 
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feelings of the people, basely desf^rted the post of daH'* 
ger and of duty ;—filling Europe with their InineBia- 
tious* and inviting foreigners to invado tlvoir native 
land, and by force of ams restore the ancient tyranny 
which, the .trench nation had discarded, feo tar vre 
can go with the opponents of the war;^ But when we 

♦ The flicliugs of a great portion of the English people witli reference 
to Uio French iiovolution on its first outbreak, and the revulsion wldcli 
followed, is well exprosst d in the following fine stanios of Coleridge: 
When Franco in wratli Iker giant limbs upreared, 

And with that oath, which smote air, earth, and seji, 

Stamped her strong foot and said she would be free, 
lietir witness for n\c, how I hoped and feared I 
With wliat a joy my lofty gratulation 
IJnawud I sang, amid a slavish band ; 

Am’, when to whelm the discnchant.ed nation, 

Like fiends embattled by a wimrcl’s wand 
The nionajrehs inarched in evil day, 

And Britain joined the dire array ; 

Though dear her shores and circling ocean, 

Though maiiy Frieiidfehips, many youthful loves 
Bad sw.olFn the patriot emotion, 

And flung n inagiu light o’er all her hills and groves j 
Yet still iny voice, wiiUtored, sang defeat 
To all that braved the tyrant-quelling lance, 

And shanie too long delayed, nnd vain retreat 1 
For ne’er, O Liberty! with partial aim 
I dimmed thy light or damped thy holy flame; 

But blef^sed the preana of delivered B ranee, 

And hung ray head and wept at Britain’s name. 


Forgive me. Freedom ! O forgive those dreams I 
I hear thy voice, I hear thy loud lament, 

B'rom bleak Helvetia’s icy cavern sent— 

I hear thy groans upon her blood-stained streams I 
Heroes, that ft»r yovir peaceful country perished. 

Ami ye that, fleeing, spot your mouutain-snowF 

With hlec<ling Avoimds ; forgive me, that 1 cherished 
One tliought that ever blessed your cruel foes \ 

T’o scatter rage, and traitorous guilt, 

Where Peace her jealous home had built; 
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the Preach passing the Rubicon—occupjing the 
Netherlands—seizing upon tho sea-ports of Belgium— 
annexing that country to Fmnce, and thus menacing 
the maritime supremacy of Englandwhen wc see 
French emissaries ciiJeavouring to excite revolution in 
Great Britain, and to establish an indej[)eiKlent Galli- 
cised republic in Ireland ; —not only murdering their 
King and Queen, and committing such inhujiian atroci¬ 
ties and freaks of anarchical fury, as to render it 
inciiinhent on surrounding nations, on tho principle of 
self-preserv'atiou, to interfere, but publicly prochiim- 
ing war against tho principle of kingly government 
and religion, and in the name of the National Assembly 
of France offeriiig their protection and alliance to all 
nations desirous of recovering their liberties —i e, of 
cashiering kings and priests ; above all , w’^hen we recol¬ 
lect that the French revolutionary government struck 
the first blow,—that the mass of the French people 
became possessed and infatuated wiili a desire for 
rapine, pillage, and foreign war, — and tliat England 


A patriot race to disinhoiit 
Of till that made their stonny wilds so dear ; 

And with inexpiablo spirit 
To tjiint the bloodless freedom of the mountaineer— 

O France, that moclcest Heaven, adulterous, blind, 

And patriot only in pernicious toils. 

Arc tliese thy boasts, cliampioii of huiuaij kind If 
To mix with kings in the low hist of sway, 

Yoll in the hunt, and share the murderous prey; 

To insult the shrine of Liberty with B)»oiJs 
From fircemen torn ; to tempt and to betray ? 

The sensual and the dork rebel in vain, 

Slaves by their own compulsion ! lu mad game 
They bixrst their manacles and wear the* name 
Of Frecdrnn, graven on a hea der chain 1 

r 2 



LIJ'Ii AND correspondence OF 




was the old&sfc, tlie inost constant, and the most power¬ 
ful of tlie enemies of FmncG* and therefore an object of 
hatred to a vain and excited people,—it would be dilH- 
ciilt to censure the policy so warmly and so ably 
recommended by the Earl of Mornington in 1794, 
of which, as we shall soon see, Ids liordship was 
3‘ecognise(l as the most conspicuous champiom That 
policy was bold, vigorous, decided, and adequate to the 
occasion. If it has left to us the responsibility of a 
iieavy debt, it has transmitted to us the noble and 
venerable fabric of the British Constitution unim- 
paired ; it consolidated the English empire in all its 
parts,—preserved and extended the commerce of Eng¬ 
land,-—established and confirmed the naval supremacy 
of tills nation,—^brought into play the great mental 
energies and astonishing ^resources of this kingdom, and 
added lustre to the renown of the British arms ; it 
restored the balance of power in Europe,—we may 
add, it saved British India, and it preserved us from the 
pest of having a godless levelling democnicy * estab¬ 
lished in the neighbourhood of our shores I 

The part sustained by Lord Mornington, with refor- 
cnco to the war with France, established his character 
as one of the most able politicians of his time ; and, it 
will be found, most materially infiuencod the course of 
his policy when at the lioad of the government of 


* it is not here meant thiit democrncy is necessarili/ godless and level¬ 
ling. In the United States there urc great inequalities of property ; and 
the general cliaracrer of the people is decidedly religious. The Aruori- 
cans achieved tlieir revolution vrisely and righteously ; they proceeded 
sohurly; adhering to the great bulk of the laws and customs of their 
ttiioeatoTs (see Kejit's Cornfftentarias); and notwithstanding Paine’s rige 
ty Ht ason. never abjured Christianity, or direw' off the restraints of re¬ 
ligion. 
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India, llis great sj)eec]i in the House of Commons ii: 
1794, to 'which Mr. Sheridan replied in a strain of 
brilliant raillery and remarkable earnestness of feeling, 
created a profound sensation throughout the nation; 
it vindicated the policy of the Government, of which 
his Lordship formed a part, with singular ability ; 
placing before the country, in all its bearings, the 
merits of the question at issue between Great Britain 
and France. 

The tragical death of the unfortunate French King, 
Louie XYI., created one general sentiment of indigna¬ 
tion and abhorrence in every part of the kingdom. It 
was immediately followed by the annexed note from Lord 
Grenville, the Foreign Minister, to M. Chauvelin the 
French Minister Plenipotentiaiy in England, ordering 
him in the course of eight days to quit this realm :— 

" I am charged to notify to you, Sir, that tlie cha¬ 
racter with which you have been invested at this 
Court, and the functions i)f which have been so long 
suspended, being now entirely teminated by the fatal 
death of his lute most Christian Majesty, you have no 
more any public cliaracter here. The IGng can no 
longer, after such an event, pennit your residence here. 
His Majesty has thought fit to order that you should 
retire from this kingdom wdthin the term of eight 
days; and I herewith transmit to you a copy of the 
order’, which his l^Iajesty in his Privy Council has given 
to this effect. I send you a passjx)rt for yourself and 
your suite ; and I shall not fail to take all the other 
necessaiy^ steps in order that you may return to 
France with all the attentions which are due to the 
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character of Miniater Plenipotentiary from his most 
Christian Majesty, which you hare exercised at this 
Gom e. “ I have the honour to be, Sec., 

“ Grenville.” 

Pated, Whitehiill, Jwniary 24tlv, 1793.“ 


Four da.j8 alter tlie dato of this note, the King#sont 
down a message to the House of Commons, in which, 
aitcr alluding, to the atrocious act i*cccntly perpe¬ 
trated at Paris,’' his Majesty observed, “ In the present 
situation of affairs, his Majesty thinks it indispensably 
necessar}^ to make a further augmentation of his forces 
by sea and land ; and relies oii the known affection 
and zeal of the House of Commons to enable his 
Majesty to take the most effectual measures in the 
present important conjuncture, for maintaining the 
security and rights of his own dominions, for support¬ 
ing his allie.s and for opposing views of aggiundize- 
moiit and ambition on tlie part of France, which would 
be at all times dangerous to the general interests of 
Europe, l\ut are peculiarly so when connected with the 
propagation of principles wliicli lead to the violation 
of tiie most sacred duties, and are utterly subversive 
of the peace and order of all civil society,'^ Mr. Pitt, 
in tlie debate on this message, spoke of tho death of 
Louis as a subject which, for the lionour of human 
nature, it would be better, if possible, to dismiss from 
our memories, to expunge from the page of history, 
and to conceal it both now and hereafter from the 
observation of the world 


Excidrtt illo dits avo, nea postera cmkiu 
Scci.ila ; nos certe taccannis, et abmta luiilia 
Hoctc tiigi nostra* patiuuiur crindna 
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Up to this tiiomeat England had maintained a strict 
neutrality; during the previous sutninor France wu^sen¬ 
gaged in war with Austria and Pnissia, but this coun¬ 
try a})stained from taking any part iu it. The aggran¬ 
dizements of Franco in Savoy and the Netherlands, in 
defiance of several solemn eng^^gements entered into 
with England, and the declarations of members of the 
French Government of an intention to excite a revolu¬ 
tion in this kingdom, altered the posture of affairs, 
and suggested an immediate aiigmcntation of the 
forces. Ten days after the message from wliicli we 
have quoted, another royal message was sent down to 
Parliament, to the following effect;— 

“ George E. 

“ His Majesty thinks proper to acquaint the 
House of Commons that the assembly now exercising 
the powers of government in Fmnce have, without pre¬ 
vious notice, directed acts of hostility to l^e committed 
against the persons and property of liis Majesty's sub¬ 
jects, in breach of the law of nations and the most po¬ 
sitive stipulations of treat}'; and have since, on the 
most groundless pretences, actually declared war against 
his Majesty and the United Provinces. Under tlio 
circumstances of this wanton and unjuovoked aggres¬ 
sion, his Majesty has taken the necessary steps to main¬ 
tain the honour of his Crown, and to vindicate tlie 
rights of his people; and his Majesty relies with con¬ 
fidence on the firm and effectual support of the Honso 
of Commons, and on the zealous exertions of a brave 
and a loyal people, in prosecuting a just and necessaiy 
war, and in endeavouring, under the blessing of Provi- 
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nee, to oppose an effectual barrier fco tbe farther pro- 
a system which strikas at the security and 
peace of all indcpc5ndent nations, and is pursued in 
open defiance of every principle of rnodoration, good 
faith, humanity, and justice. 

‘‘ In a cause of such general concern, his Majesty lias 
every reason to hope for the cordial co-operation of 
those powers who are united with his Majesty in the 
ties of alliance, and who feel an interest in preventing 
the extension of anarchy and confusion, and in contri¬ 
buting to the security and tranquillity of Europe. 

“ (ji. nr 


In all the responsibilities arising from these grave 
events, the Earl of Mo'mington bore a part,—his Lord- 
ship being, at that time, one of the Lords of the Trea¬ 
sury, and an influential member of the Government. 

(>n the opening of Parliament on the 21 st of January, 
1704, a most important and niemoi’alflo debate took 
place on the original policy and the progress of the 
war. The discussion originated in the motion for an 
address of thanks to the King, in answer to his Ma¬ 
jesty’s speech.* The ministerial champion was Lord 


• '* Xhat an humble address be presented to hia Majesty to njturii bi;. 
Majesty the tbanlcs of this Hoiiiic, for liis most gracious speech from the 
Tlironc. 

To a-sstire his Majesty that the circumstances under which we are 
assembled will not fail to oouiuiand our most serious attention, as we arc 
seiisil>lc that, on the iesuc cf the contest in which we arc engaged, depends 
the raaint*'nance of out Constitution, lavs, and religion, and the security 
of nil civil society. 

That wo have observed with satisfactiMi the advantages which have 
been obtained by the arms of the allir'd powers in difforent parts of Eu¬ 
rope, ntid the change which has taken place in the gen<‘ral situation of 
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—the leading advocate for amity with 
Fmnce, ilr. Sheridan ; Pitt mid Pox being content; to 
play siibovdiiiate i)arts on the occasion. We haye the 
advantage of liaving a copy of Lord ^^orningtoll's 

ofFaira upon the Continent, since the coiomcnceTnent of the war : and that 
we must in a particular raanner congratulate hib Mtyesty on th(? valuahle 
poasci^sions which have been acquired from the enemy; ort the undisputed 
superiority at sea, which has enabled his Majesty to aft’ord such eifectual 
protection to the eoiuTncree of his subjects; and on tlie important and 
decisive blow which has been given to the naval pttwer of hipi encoiics, 
under circumstances which reflect the highest honour upon the eonduet, 
abilitiofj, and spirit of his Majesty's commanders, ofUcers, tind forces, 
both by sea and land. 

That the systeru from which our enemies have derived the moans of 
temporary exo/tion, founded as it is upon the violation of every principle 
of justice, huraaniiy, and religion, evidently productive of internal lUscon- 
tcjit and confusion in France, and tending rapidly to exhaust the natural 
and real strength of that country, appears to prove, Ip the strongest man¬ 
ner, the necessity of vigour and per.severance on our pari, and to aflbrd in 
itself a just expectation of ultimate success. 

“ That we must undoubtedly join with your Majesty in regretting the 
necessary oontinuflnce of the war; but wc are persuaded that it would 
be incouHintent with the essential interests of his Mwjcsty’s subjecla to 
look to the restoration of peace on any grounds hut such as may provide 
for their permanent safety, and for the independence and security of 
Europe: and it is impossible for us not to perceive thet tlie^ attainment 
of these ends is obstructed by the prevalence of a system in France 
equally incompatible with the happiness of tlrat country and with the 
tranquillity of all other nations. 

“ That wo acknowledge his Majesty's goodness in having rlirected to 
ho laid before us copies of the Declaration which his Majesty has thought 
proper to issue, and also of the several Conventions and Trcntic;^ which 
his Majesty has concluded. 

“ Hint we most cordially rejoice that his Mrjcaty has so much reason 
to reflect with .satisfaction on the steady loyalty and firm attachment to 
the established Constitution and Government, which, notmtlu-tanding the 
continued efforts cLiploycd to mislead and to seduce, have been so gene¬ 
rally prevalent amongst all ranks of hi.s Majesty’s subjtHjts. That the 
teal and alacrity of the militia to provide for our internal def<;ncc, and 
the distinguished bravery and .spirit displayed on ctcry occasion by bis 
Majesty’s forces, heth by sea and land, are the natural result of these 
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speech, comjoted. hy his Lordship hiraself, arid pub- 
lisheJ in a pamphlet ia I under Ids ovv^n dii-ectioii. 
It desorvoB to be remarked, as a singular coiiuddencc, 
that the onlj sj)€( 3 ch ever knowT.: to have been cor¬ 
rected for piiblicatiou by JVIr. Sheridan was the speech 
in I'Cfply to Lord Mornington, delivered during this 
debate. 

tfcnthnoiits, niul inight well be cxpcetcii from a brave o ad frer* people, 
aniinntod by tlic examplr; of liia Majciity’s illustrioujs progeny, and seu- 
aiblc of the value of those blessings whicli it is the object of all our exer¬ 
tions to preserve. 

That oltljougli wo must at till times lament the necessity of any 
additional buitlums, wo feci it our indispeusable duty to make a sjjecdy 
ami nmpU* jirovjsion for the public service; and that we steadily en¬ 
deavour to defray those oxpenaes which the exigericios of the time 
imist require, in such a matincr ns to avoid ns far ns possible any 
pr^'SPuro which could he severely felt by the nation- 

That his Majesty may be as«urc<l tliat in ail our deliberations wo can 
never lose sight of the Cine grouruis arid m'igin of the tear : we have bo«m 
called u])on by every motive of duty and self preservation to repel an 
attack Upon his Maj(!sty and his allies, founded upon principles wliicli 
tend to destroy oil property, to subvert the laws and religion of every 
civilised nation, and to introduce universally that wild and destructive 
system of rapine, anarchy, and impiety, tlio effects of w'hicrh, as they 
have already been manifested in France, furnish a dreadfiil but useful 
lesson to tijjjj! present age and to posterity. 

“ Tliat we are sensible that the diacoimtonancc or relaxation of our 
exertions could hardly procure even a short interval of delusive repose, 
and could never terminate in security or peace; and we trust that all 
his Majesty's subjects, impressed with the necessity of dt^fruding what¬ 
ever is dear to them, and relying with confidenee on the valour atid 
rcsoxurcos of thoir country, on the coinhined offortM of so large a part of 
Furope, niul al>ove all on the ineoutoatable jiustice of their catose, wii! 
study to render their conduct a contrast to that of their enemies ; and 
by cuhivaiiug and practising the principles of humanity, and tlie dutk. 
of religion, vrill endeavoiu to merit the continuance of the divine favour 
anti protection which have heeii so eminently experienced by these 
kingdoms.” 

Tho address was proposed by Lord Ciifden, and seconded by Sir 
I'eler Burrell. 
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Lord Morniri.g(;on began his address by dra,wing the 
attention ol‘ Parliament to the impossibility of reiroat- 
iiig irom the contest in which they liad engaged* ‘‘ If,” 
said liis Lordship, “ the present juncture of our affairs 
afforded us a free option between war and peace; if 
the necessity which originally compelled us to engage 
in the- present contest had ceased, and the question for 
our deliberation on this day were merely, whether we 
should return to the secure and uninterrupted enjoy-* 
meat of a flourishing commerce, of an overflowing re¬ 
venue, of tranquil liberty at lionie, and of respect and 
honour abroad; or whether, on the other hand, we 
should wantonly commit to the doubtfu.1 chance of 
arms all those accumulated blessings ; no man could 
hesitate one moment in deciding on such an alternative. 
To us, more especially, no other guide would bo neces¬ 
sary than our own recent experience. Within our own 
memory, the country has passed with such rapid steps 
from the lowest state of adversity to the utmost degree 
of opulence, splendour, and power, tliat all our minds 
must be furnished with whatever useful lessons are to 
bo drawn from either fortune. Wc all Icnow aid ha/e 
felt what may he lost by the ailaraities of war, tind 
what may be gained by a wise improvement of the ad¬ 
vantages of {X)aco. But whether I revert to the grounds 
and origin of this war,—whether T look forward to the 
probable issue of the contest, or fix my atteiiiDion on 
the inerita,ble effects of any attempt to abandon it in 
tlic present crisis,—toy judgment is drawn to the painful 
but imsietible conclusion, that m siwh alternatwe is 
now before n^. Our choice must now be made between 
tlte vigorous prosecution of our present exertions, and 
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S ambiguous state neither of open liostility nor of real 
repose;—a state in which we should suffer most of the 
inconveniences of waiv in which we should enjoy 
none of the solid advantages of peace; in wlindi, even 
if wQ could purchase, at the expense of our honour and, 
oar faith, a short resfhte from the direct attack of the 
enemy, wo should never for a moment leel the genuine 
sotise of permanent security, unless we could contem¬ 
plate, without emotion, the rapid progress of the arms 
and principles of France in the territories of our allies ; 
unless we could behold, without anxiety, tlie rapid a|)- 
preaches of the same danger threatening the British 
dominions; unless we could sit at ease, with the axe 
suspended over our heads, and wait with tranquillity 
of mind the moment when these formidable enemies, 
after the extinction of every element of order and re¬ 
gular government in their own country, after the sub¬ 
jugation of every foreign power whose allegiance might 
assist us in our last struggles, strengthened by addi¬ 
tional resourcoKS, animated by the pmspect of new 
plunder, and flushed with tlie triumphant success of 
their pirosperous crimes, should turn their whole force 
ag^linst the British Monarchy, and complete their vic¬ 
tory over the interests of civil society by the final 
destruction of that fair fabric of government, under 
wducir these happy kingdoms have so long enjoyed the 
inseparable advantages of substantial liberty, settled 
order, and established law. Ifo part of the speech 
from the Tlirone more fully meets my sentiments on 
this important question, than that in ^vhich his Ma¬ 
jesty recommends us to bear in mind the true grounds 
and origin of the present war. We cannot have for- 
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tliat boforo the French had declared war <igainst 
us, we had seen in their conduct views of aggrandize- 
ment, projects of ambition, and principles of fixed hos¬ 
tility agiiinst all established government; and wo had 
been convinced that, unless the foundation of our coia* 
plaints should be removed by a total alteration in their 
system with respect to foreign nations, war on our part 
would l)econie at lengtli inevitable. Wc cannot have 
forgotten that, instead of endeavoiiinng to remove our 
just apprehensions, their explanations afiorded fresh 
motives of jealousy, and their * conduct aggravated every 
cause of offence; until at length they iuterrupted all 
negotiation by a sudden declaration of war, attended 
by circumstances of unexampled perfidy and violence. 
At tliat time wo declared, at the foot of the Throne, 
‘ that we considered whatever his Majesty’s subjects 
held most dear and sacred, the stability of our happy 
Constitution, the security and honour of his Majesty's 
Crow'n, and the preservation of our lawf?, our liberty, 
and our religion, to be all involved in the issue of the 
present contest; and we pledged ourselves that otir zeal 
and exertions should be proportioned to the impijrtance 
of the conjuncture, and to the magnitude and value of 
the objects for wlucb wc had to contend. Impressions 
conceived after such deliberate examiuations, assur¬ 
ances so solemnly pledged in the face of the ifc-tion 
and of all Europe, will not be abandoned by the wis¬ 
dom and firmness of this House, upon such suggestions 
as have hitherto been offered in this debate. Before 
we can be justified in relinquisliing the principles by 
which our proceedings have hitherto been governed, 
we shall require satisfactory proof,—-either that the im- 
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whi di we had originally OGnceived of 
of Fixiiice were oiToncous; or that, by the course 


of subsequcf-it events, the success oi iho war is become 
desperate and impracticable; or that, from some, im¬ 
provement in the system and principles which prevail 
in France and in the views and characters of those who 
now exorcise the powers of government there, the tno* 
tivos of justice and necessity which compelled us to 
enter into the war no longer continue to operate." 

On each of these propositions separately, and on the 
c6iubini‘d result of tlie whole, Lord Mornington dedarccl 
his intention to bring the question to an issue. ‘‘ In the 
present moment, however superfluous it maj appear to 
search for any additional justification of our , conduct, 
or to endeavour to throw any new light on a question 
already so well understood, yet it cannot but prove 
satisfactory to us that a variety of occurrences since 
the comraencement of the war, and many new and 
striking proofa have concurred to confirm the wisdom 
and justice of our decision, not merely on general 
grounds, but precisely on the very grounds on which it 
was originally fo^onded" “ If" continued Lord Morn¬ 
ington, “ I could, bring to your Bar* the most malignant, 
the most active, and the most able enemy of the Bri¬ 
tish name in the National OonYciition, the author of 
the most scandalous official libels against the views, in¬ 
terests, and power of Great Britain, the author of the 
most inflammatoiy speeches tending to provoke the 
war in which we are engaged, the antlior of the decla¬ 
ration of war itself, and the Iba enter of aU the pre¬ 
tences by which it has since been palliated both in 
Fimnce and in England; if I could bring him to a cross- 
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examination in your presence, cotxfront Mm wiib liis 
own reports, speeches, and manifestoes as with those of 
ids colleagues in office, and compaiing the result of the 
whole with concurrent and subsequent even ts, ciuivict 
him and his associates of falseliood, treachery, and pre¬ 
varication, in all their pretended explanations of their 
own designs, as well as in all their affected complaint 
of the supposed views of his Majesty's counsels, I am 
persuaded that you would not reject an investigation, 
the issue of which must tend to conlirm the nation in 
the original justice of our cduse : such is the nature of 
llie proof which I am about to offer to you/' 

Lord Mornington then called the attention of the 
House of Commons to a letter addressed by Brissot,—the 
leader of the Bijdomatic Committee and the luainspring 
of the French Government at the breaking out of the 
war,—to his constituents in defence of his moasiirea after 
he had fallen into disgrace. “ In that letter/^ said Lor<l 
Mornington, “ Brissot reveals the whole secret and 
mystery of the French Eevolution, and makes an open 
confession of the principles by wdiich France was di¬ 
rected in her intercourse with other pow^ws^ of the 
means which she employed, and of the ends which she 
pursued/' 

The views/' said his Lordship, wliich are attri¬ 
buted to France previous to the war, were views of 
aggrandizement and ambition, connected mth the pro¬ 
pagation .of principles incompatible with the exist¬ 
ence of any regular government. The particular acts 
by which those views were manifested w^ere—lirst, 
the decree of the 19th of November,in which France 

* 1792. 
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iado,(accordiiig to her own language) a gra 
versal fraternity and assistance, and ordered her gexie- 
ralh eveiywhere to aid and abet those citizens who 
Iiad suifeicd, or might suffer hereafter, in the cause 
of (what she called) libertj * Her sense of liberty, 

as applied to England, was shown by the reception 
oi seditious and treasonable addresses, arid by the 
speeches of the President of the National Contention, 
e^epressing his wish for the auspicious institution of 
a British Convention, founded, as such an institution 
must have been, upon the' destruction of every branch 
of oiir happy Constitution. 2nd. The conduct of 
Prance in incorporating the territories of other powers 
with her own, under colour of voluntary acts of union, 
pretended to Juave been freely voted by the people: 
—particularly in tlie cases of Savoy and the Nether¬ 
lands, of both w'hich countries Prance had assumed 
the sovereignty. 3rd. The opening of the Scheldt, 
in direct violation of the ma^t solemn treaties, gua¬ 
ranteed by France herself. And, lastly, by her gene¬ 
ral designs of hostility against IToliand" 

\\ hen the decree of the 19 th of November Wtis com¬ 
plained of m England, the Executive Council of Franco 
answered, that it would be injurious to the National 
Convention to charge them with the project of pro¬ 
tecting insurrections. Lord Mornington undertook to 
show the hypocrisy of this reply :— 

‘"Brissot, in his confessions, is plejised to admit, 
'that the decree of the 19th of Novemter was absurd 
and impolitic, and justly excited uneasiness in foreign 
cabinets.’ You shall now hear the wise, politic, and 
conciliatory exposition of the principles of Prance, 



nWlSTff 


81 


^JIARQURSS ' WELiCESLEY. 

OSes to that decree. * What was the 
opinion of enlightened men—of men who were ro^ 
publicans before the lOth of August—who desired 
liberty, not only for their own country, but for all 
Plurope ? They thought that liberty might be estab¬ 
lished every where, by exciting those for whopi go- 
veiTiment is administered against tbo.se who administer 
it, and by jjro.ving to the people the facility and ad- 
vantages of such insurrections/ This theory of uni¬ 
versal liberty,continued Lord Mornington, “founded 
upon universal insuiTection—this system of exciting 
the people against all regular government, of what¬ 
ever form, against all authority, of whatever descrij)-- 
tion^this plan tor the instruction of the mob in the 
advantages of disorder, and in the facility of outmge 
and plunder, is deliberately applauded by Brissot, a.s 
the established doctrine of the most moderate men in 
France; to which no one could object, on account 
of it*s absurdity or impolicy, or of its tendency to ex¬ 
cite uiieasiue.ss in foreign cabinets/’^' 

After quoting other passages from the w'riting.s of 
Brissot and Conclorcet, illustrative of the proceedings 
of France with reference to Belgium, Lord Mornington 
called tiie attention of the House to the conduct of 

* I’lic King and ]^is Parliament mean to make war against ns; will the 
Englisdi Hi'.pafiUcaM suffer it ? Already tlieso freemen show their dii- 
conte nt, and the repugnance which they have to hear arms agAinst their 
hrotliers, the French, Well! we will lly to their succour; we will make 
a descent on the island ; we will lodge there fifty tliousand caps of 
liherty; we will plant there the sacred tree, and we will iijtn'tch om our 
arms to our Republican brethren ; the tyranny of tlieij- Goverament will 
300)1 be destroyed. Let every one of us be strongly i/npregsod with thia 
idea !”—of MongCj the French Minister of Marine^ aist Decei-i* 
her, 1792. 
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the French revohifcionary iagen% in the United State?! 
of America, St. Domingo, and Constantinople 
America, Citizen Genet was appointed President !)y 
Briissot and Lo Brim : ho there commenced his; opera¬ 
tions hj the institution of a Jacobin dub ; he pubUciy 
insulted the magistrates; disputed the acts of the 
GoYornment; opened what ha was pleased to call a 
Consular Tribunal, under the authority of the French 
Republic, for the condemnation of prizes within the 
territory of America ; enforced the e:s:ecuiion of its 
sentences by acts of open violence ; and at length, 
the powers and privileges of the cortsul acting under 
his orders having been annulled by tlie President of 
the United States, and his proceedings having been 
checked, as being contrary to the law of nations, and 
to the rules by which the i^elations of independent 
states are governed, Citizen Genet presents a renion- 
strance to the Secretary of State, in which he gravely 
says that ‘ he does not recollect what the worm-eaten 
writings of Grotiiis, Puffendorff, and Vattel say on 
tliese subjects; he thanks God he kis forgotten what 
those hireling civilians have written on the rights 
of nations, in times of universal slavery; but he knows 
that his conduct has been agreeable to the spirit of 
the French constitution, of the American constitution, 
and of the rights of man, which are for ever engraven 
on his heart, and from which lie learns that an appeal 
must be from the President, who is a mere ministerial 
officer, to the sovereign people of America.’ Thus 
this disciple of Brissot takes upon himself to super¬ 
sede every maxim of the law of nations, by doctrines 
drawn from the constitution of France ; and, not con- 
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outnigc, he arrogates to himself the 
right of interpreting the constitution of America hy 
reference to the same polluted source, and affects to 
depose the President of the United States from his 
constitutional authority under colour of the sacred 
rights of man, and the indefeasible sovereignty of the 
people I Oitizen Descorchos, employed by the same 
party at Constantinople, proceeded iu the same spi¬ 
rit ; he established Jacobin clubs, and held primary 
assemblies for the propagation of the true faith of 
liberty among the Janissaries of the Porte. Thus, 
from Mr, Jefferson to the Reis Effeudi, from the Pre¬ 
sident of the United States of America to the Grand 
Seignior, from the Congreas to the Divan, from the 
popular fomi of a republic to the most unmixed mili¬ 
tary despotism, every mode and gradation of laAvful 
authority, or of established power, was the object of 
deliberate, systematic, and uniform attack! There is 
omother feature of this project which I cannot omit, 
because it so nearlj^ concenis the security of some, of 
the most valuable possessions of the J3ritish Empire. 
We are told by Robespierre, that a part of the general 
scheme of Brissot and his associates was to free and 
arm all the negroes in the French colonies in the AVest 
Indies. Brissot, instead of attempting to refute this 
charge, takes merit to himself for the ingenuity and 
simplicity uf the invention. He says, that by the 
simple operation of purifying the colonial system of 
the French islands, he would lime accomplished the 
desimctioii of all the British colonies in the West 
huUes, He adds-—This is a secret of which few 
iiave any idea.’ Those who have given their 

o 2 
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”^%tterition more particularly to the case of tbo African 
negroes will bo the first to feel the coJiiplicated hoiTor 
of this detestable project of massavcre and desolation. 
An abnipt emancipation of the slaves in tho West 
Indies, accompanied with the circumstance of putting 
arms, into their hands, Tfj^uldiiistantly occasion a scene 
of bloodshed and misery whum our imaginations could 
scarce^/ conceive, if it had not already been realised in 
the Maud of St. Domingo, under the auspices of the 
commissioners appointed ,by Brissot and his party. 
There cannot bo a more striking instance of the gene-^ 
ral tendency of the\iewa of those who governed France 
at the time of the declaration of war ; it contains an 
opitoiue of that extensive conspiracy against the order 
of society and tlie peace of; mankind, which we have 
ah*ea.dy considered in detaih;|^’' 

This was the Jirst stage id, Lord Morumgton's argu¬ 
ment. HoJiad shown that ;ihe mischievous spirit of 
the decree of the 19 th of No^^rnber, granting 
fraternity, cfec., had been avowed, acknowledged, and 
defended by Brissot, while it w^as denied by the Exeeu* 
tive OoiTiicii in their communications with the British 
Government,—Brissot being the champion of all their 
principles and the author of all their plans ; that Brish 
sot's exposition of this destructive spirit had been con¬ 
firmed by a variety of concurrent circumstances; and 
that the arguments by which the diiference of opinion 
between the contending parties and France^ with respect 
to the decree of the I9th of November, had been main¬ 
tained, served only to prove more strongly their unani¬ 
mous agreement in the main principle of destruction 
on which that decree was founded. The noble Lord 
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en proceeded to discuss the priiiciple of the incorpo¬ 
rations or re-unions of the ditferent territories annexed 
to the dominions of France; dwelling strongly upon-the 
gross preyarications and contradictions of the author of 
the declaration of war as well as the shallow artihces 
employed hj the Executi)^^ Council of France, in the 
hope of concealing the ambffioiis views of the French 
from the eyes of Europe.— 

‘‘ First, w'ith respect to Savoy and Nice ;—Brissot in 
a report made to the National Convou the 12th 

of January 1793, in^ the' of 

Genenil Safety,—a report * texided to prepare thorn for 
>h)fesSing' to contain a.' lull 
11 the conxplaints of Great 
The uiiani i nous w is!i of al 1 
legitimates the union with 
3s Brissot before the com- 
^ observe how frankly and 
jtessed the trutli.—‘ Oainlmn 


the approaching war, i and 
and candid discussioh of 
Britain, uses these wdrds^ 
the communities of ^vp; 
that country.’ Thi^.w^ 
mencement of the Waf 
honestly he has since ^6 


vninted to unite evei^thiiig, that he might sell every¬ 
thing*. thus he FORCED the union of Savoy and of 
Nice.’ With regard to the Netlieiiands, Brissot tells 
ns in hisconfessionsj that Gambon, the^Frcnch Minister 
of Finance, forced that measure also with two views; 
the compulsory introduction of assignats into that 
opulent country, and the uniYOisal plunder of property ; 
he introduces Gambon and his party reasoning with 
the Convention upon the manner of negotiating an 
xinion with the free and sovereign people of Belgium, 
in the foUoxring words ; ‘The mortgage of our assigmats 
dmws near its end : what must bo done I Sell the 
church property of Brabant ; there is a mortgage, of 
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two tlmsand smllidns steHing). How 

,%a]l we get poa§essk:a of them ? By aa immediate 
tmioni Men’s minds are not disposed to it. What 
does that signify'? Let us make them vote hy nmans 
of inoney. Withotit delay, therefore, they secretly 
order the Minister of Foreign Affairs to dispose of four 
or five hundred thousand livres (20,000^. sterling) to 
make the moh of .Brussels drank, and to buy prosely tes 
to the principle of union in all states. But even these, 
means, it wa4;i^id, wiU ote minority in 

our favour: What ioes .'hat .Isignify 1 Revolntions, 
said they, arb^ m Only, fy ymnorities! It is the 
minority which has made I ^Resolution of FraneeA^ 
Thns/^ continued Lord Mo:’ ingldn, "'you see that the 
union of these vast tern tof ^ with all their immense 
population, wealth, and cv' merce, was considered by 
the French Minister of Fin nothing more thaii 

a mere financial operatioiF for ^tlic purpose of sup- 
porting the sink^ig credit. of |his assignats. The 
sacred regard paid to the gcr^uItWill of the people in 
the doctrines respecting minoTities, cannot have es¬ 
caped the observation of the House. Something has 
been already said of the means employed to obtain the 
free consent of the people to these unions. On this 
subject W'e have full ihforiiiation from Brissot. " Do 
you believe the Belgians w^ere ever imposed upon by 
those votes and resolutions made by what is called 
acclamation for their union, for which corruption paid 
in part and fear forced the remainder % Who at this 
time, of day is unacquainted with the springs fmd wires 
of their miserable puppet-show Who does not know 
the forces of primary assemblies, composed of a presi- 
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of a socretarj, and of soine assistants, whose daj- 
work was paid for ? flow could they helioYe thein- 
sekes free and sovereign when we made thesi take 
such an oath as we thought fit, as a test to give them 
the right of voting’ 'WTiat could the disarmed Bek 
gians object to all this, surrounded as they were w'ith 
seventy thousand men? They had only to hold their 
tongues, , and to bow down their beads .before theix' 
iiiasteTS! . They did bold their tongues, and their 
silence is received as a smce;^eand. frse assent! ’ .Brissot 
states, with equal force of mjuago, the ruinous effects 
of: all these measures j,he ys,‘ Di ipotWi and anarchy 
are the benefits which mi hav '• transplanted into 
this soil; we suppre^c :at oned aB their ancient 
.^all th( ranks and orders of 
id tip pripsts; we treated 
h open iarks of contempt; 

; their omiiina, and their 
e nation, ; we carried to the 
!ich they regarded as profane. 



usages, all their prejadici. 
their society; we pibscr 
their religious worship;.j 
we seized their refem 
riches, for the profit of 

very altar those hands t ^__ 

Doubtless,’ adds Brissot’, ‘these operation were founded 
on true principles, but those principles ought to have 
had the consent ot the Belgians before they were car¬ 
ried into practice,’ Have, then,” demanded Lord 
Morningtoii, “the ‘ true principles’ of France been mis- 
represented or exaggerated in this House 1 Is it pos¬ 
sible for the most honest and enthusiastic indignation 
which the scenes exhibited in France have raised in 
any British heart to vent itself in terms of more se¬ 
verity than those which Brissot has used in expound- 
mg what he justly calls the true principles of the 
firench Republic!” 
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Lord Momington fJieii, 'vitli great effect, confronted 
Biissot’s confession in his Gommunication to his con¬ 
stituents with B.dssbt’s official report, in the name of 
the Committoe of General Defence, 12th Jan. 1793, 
in which ho stated, that tho Belgians themselres 
toriiied, ami alone will form their constitution as 
well as with the declaration of the Executive' Coiincil. 

It is difficult,said his Lordship, to detormino whe¬ 
ther the prevarications of Brissot, the repOitcr from the 
Committee of tlie General Safety, or the subterfuges of 
tlie Executive Coiincp. are nost' worthy of animadver¬ 
sion ; both are SG / ros3 a) ’ hagrant that I cannot 
aggi'avate by any^, icomroy 
they have already inado/. 
tmeed rninately thi ivhojet 
of the French ; tov^ xi Ho! 
the facts which Ji* had sh 
tended to confirm ose Imp, 
designs of France, ..;vhlich hi , 


the impression which 
The noble Lord then 
rsb jpf the hostile policy 
id’ land contended, that 
ntfed to tlie House all 
fAohs as to the ulterior 
induced Parliament to 


enable his Majesty to augme^C’ his forces previous to 
the declaration of w^r. “ The aggression of France, 
which was the immediate cau.% of the’'war/-said Lord 
Mornington in 'oontinuatiorb forms another material 
branch of tho ai^ument; it ivas attempted to be jiisti- 
iied under the pretence of G^ertain alleged acts of hos¬ 
tility, particularly the stopping the export of com to 
France in the month of November 1792 : that measure 
was defended by rny right honourable friends near me 
on the ground of their knowledge that w'arlike prepara¬ 
tions were then actually making in France. Upon this 
subject, BrissoPs testimony is not only ample and un- 
e«puvocal, but it proves that preparations had been 
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at an earlier period, and were p}?oposecl to 
be carried on to a much greater extent tlam could have 
been supposed by any person in this country in the 
•month of JTovember. While France was, thus prepar* 
iDg an armament against thq maritime powers of Eu'* 
rope, what should we have thought of the conduct of 
our ministers, if they had suffered the export of corn to 
that coimtay, and thereby had contributed to accele¬ 
rate the equipment of thpss.lferi^idabl^^^^^^ which the 
iVIinister of Marino had engaged t 0 ‘ provided But,, 
wliilc we arc inquiring', in tliiS ; .Vlouse dho immediato 
cause of the wai*, w^c may erive yme ii)SefuI irifoma-. 
biou on that head from 1 ; coutc fious and divisions 
which have disturbed, the mtJSJls |f our enemies. In 
the Act of Accusatiqu f inst Bf 3ot and his party, 
one priucipal charge is, e pfp| 5al from the diplo- 

inatic committee by'; tlx* ^ah c iBrfesot, to dechire 
war abruptly against F land, ^ ’ against Holland, 
war against all the pow - which d not yet declared 
themselves.'’ During;: ;tl trial of Bn^sot, Chaumette 
s^ys in the Jacobin elul iLEvery patnol has a right to 
accuse in thi$ place the an whO; voted the war; and 
the. blood which has ■be v shed irr the ilepuhlic and 
without the Republic ii \cotisequenee of it, shall be 
their proofs and their rv sons.’ Robespierre, in his 
Report on the l7t}i'Gf Jovembor, 1 793,^ ‘With 
what base hypocrisy the traitors insisted on certain 
pretended insults said to have beeii oflered to our am¬ 
bassador ! * Brissot, on the other hand, replies, ^ Who 
has been the author of tliis war 'i The anarchists only, 
and yet they make it a crime in us.'’ Kobespierro im¬ 
putes it to Bris.sot; Brissot retorts it upon Robespierre ; 
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Jacobites charge ifc upon the Giroiiflists ; the Gi- 
EOEiUsts recriminate upon iJiO'iJacGbina ; the Mouutain 
tbunJers it upon the Vallej, anil the V^alley re-echoes 
it back against the Mountain. For my part, I ,condemn 
them both—the sham of this guilt which belongs to 
Biissot and bis associates is already known to yon. 
They wiio rnnrdored Brissot and his associates upon the 
scaffold were not only the most active promoters: of the 
decree of the of Spyemher and of the several 

unions, but the principal agents in all the odious vexa¬ 
tions exercised over ,the pc ’pja. of the hTetherlands, and 
not one voice amo-nthem'■ as-raised against the mea¬ 
sures which immeff itely le to the war. Therefore I 
repeat it, wliateycivoo the <i. he of having drawn down 
upon their owivcou .'.rj'’ the, lighation of Great Britain 
and of her nutnerc ^ aite id of having fomented a 
general war in Bf ipe, I 
upon botli these SJI uinary 
Lord Morningte' 'tlien eh 
of the various opeh itions du; ig the first campaign oj 
the war. In mentipniug the'' juceoss of the Allies in 
Bolland, his Lordship quoted ) remarkable observation 

of Robespierre,, TSgSiijtting ti -flumouriez had not in- 
vuded Holland iumiediatcly; iter the conquest of the 
.lietherlands. *If we- llad p waded Holland, we should 
have become masters of. the-Bateh.navy ; the wealth of 
that country would have been blended with our own 
her power added to that of France, the Government of 
England would have been nndone, and the Itevolu- 
tiou of Europm secured.^ The succoss of, Ids Britannic 
Majesty’s navy had been signal. ‘In the month of 
March,’ observed Brissot, ‘ all our privateers were de- 


aigc that crime equally 
hions.” 

od into an examimition. 


MARQU£i§S WELLESLEY. 91 

by tho English in the Oha;miel. In- tiie luonth 
of April our tradivig-vessels were tiiken by English 
frigates at the Tory months of our rivers,^ Having 
draTO. attention to the advant^es gained over the 
rrenoli in J^ewtbiiudland, the islands of Toliago and 
St. Doiningo, Lord Mornington advcited to the posture 
of affairs in Asia. It is evident from his. remarks, that 
he hiui even then conceived in lus mind the outline of 
that policy which aftenvarils.distinguish hLs adminis¬ 
tration- in British and impa cted unity, strength, 
and solidity to ouri coloss; —‘‘In the 

East Indies the French Xpeled from all their 

possessions excepting J%ji ' \ie|captufe of which 

could not (according tO; t i latest • Lmg jje de¬ 

layed. The acquisitioiv ^the f I- t)f Mah4, on the 
coast of Malabar/is 4>f A d advantage to our 

new territories on that# with a view to the 

commerce and good', gov ‘mem-o 'Lose countries ; in 
a political view, it is pi dpsiderahle import¬ 
ance that the French, mid" not hold a 

possession which alFdrdi i -them th, direct 

and easy an intercourse >Sultan/' 

Having dwelt at spi ■ leng'’ Lihe history of 
the revolutionary ^ver. j d Mornington con¬ 
tinued --‘ifeuch was the:'^ form 

of that monster in ppEtr^l S/' ^Aich, a$ the veij notion 
involves a contradiction i>f idedsl the name cannot be 
expressed without a contradiction in terras—A E^uo- 
lutionarif Governmejit! a government which, for the 
ordinary administration of affairs, resorts to those 
means of violence and outrage which had hitherto 
been considered, even in France, as being exclusively 




appropriated to tha laudable and isacrM purpose of 
subYerting aU lawful and regular authority.. The 
sons^) vof the epithet, Remhtionm% which is so la¬ 
vishly applied by the Oonvention to every part of this 
new requires sorae explanation. An extract 

from the proceedings of the I^fational Convention, will 
serve to exemplify' the manner in which that singular 
phrase is ainderstood and admired by the most un-^ 
questionable authority in the seiwice of revolutions. 
Barrere makes a: report rcsjHmtix^r jAe siVuatio of the 
Republic in he reads a va¬ 
riety of dispatches f National Commissioners iu 

various parts of th ; and at length, he pro¬ 
duces a letter me of the Commissioners 

of the CoriYontion q Deccml^^^^ .10th. 

This letter, after ' ^ account of a successful 

attack against tlie Mcludes with the follow¬ 
ing remarkable wc ^ ._< q event has been Ibilow- 

ed by another, wh:, ' ver, nothing new in its 

nature. Fiftj'-btgl. known by the. name 

of refractory from A.nigers. 

They were slmt:' r p ge ;.oii the river Loire, 

and last night thc^- ip the bottom of that 

river. What a re tbitent is , the Loire'r 

You expect to hoai^ ; that the distrusting rela¬ 
tion of this inhuman : 4^^ emotions of 

horroiy if not of in the audience; you 

expect to hear that the Oonvention manifested its 
resentment at this abuse of the revolutionary lan¬ 
guage; but does any ^inptom of such sontiimmts 
appear? No! after having listened to this intermtin^ 
report, the Convention Yptes the following resoltt- 
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Tlie Ma:tional ;Coiiivention, Ixiglilj satisfied With 
the report of Barr^re, orders it to bo printed, inserted 
in the vote.% and sent to all the amies/' 
sadsfied wtli this figurative ilhistration of the style 
and title' of that mild government which they had so 
iatdy institLited, they order it to ho proclaimed and 
published m'er the whole territory of the, Eepviblic, to 
conciliate the alTections of a free people and imimaio 
tlio enthusiasm of abra-vc and getieivcp? army. Here . 
you karn the full ^ 1 * 06 : and energy of their 
seologj. The Loire is a fe pi iititoiaty &rrent because 
it has i:>eeii found an dlottf. >udv^'>edit|uij.s instriinient 
of massacre, because it ha destroy T ' by a sudden and 
violent death fi%-eighl f agar ^t 'fhom no crime 
was alleged but the venq; Ho ohai :ter of their sacred 
functions and the faithft’ . ^dhere p to the principles 
of their religion. But ®; event ;' truly said to have 

I dwel; it for the ap- 
A- for ft, isipgularity of thc: 
m the c( lo^micement of the 
f lias hot d^nified by thp 
irked w;it ■ sitpilar characters 
"p? seizv |if;;tho property of 
wa.: t iydWionary mea- 


nothing new in its nath>' 
plication of the phras^ 
fact: every pjrocccding'i 
troubles in France whh - 
title of revolutionary, k 
of violence or blood* 
the clergy and the nolnb; 
surethe assassination^, f Fo' and Borthier at 
Paris, and of the King’s , al Versailles in the 
year 1789, were revolutionary, aeikures. Ail the suc¬ 
ceeding outrages, the burning g| the ®tie-deeds and 
country-houses of all geiiGermWof landed property, the 
mnnberiess confiscations, banislinients, proscriptions, and 
murders of innocent |xnsons — Jill these were revolu¬ 
tionary measures ;—the massacres of the 10th of Au- 


WCM' i®' 
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gnat and'the Siid of September 


-tbo attempt to extencJ 


the rni^ries of civil diaoord over the whole world, the 
more successM project of-mVolviiig all Europe in the 
calamities of a general war, were truly revolutionary 
measures the msultiiig mockeiy of a pretended trial 
to which they subjected their huiaane and benevolent 
sovereign, and tlie homd cruelty of his unjust, precipi- 
tate, and . execrable murder were most revolutionary 
measures: it Ims beenruling fection of 
the present hour^ to compound to consolidate the 
substance of ail these ;dn diul transactions into one 


mass, to conceatratf^ ad tli. 
by a new process, f oxtiuc 
combines the itialh ity ‘'^f 
and that is the tm^ spirit f 

HEFf!"' • v 

The revolutionj syste 
under review. L' 1 Morn 
exhibited to the ouse th 
French Govemnieh in; all t 
the efforts emplo;^ d to pro 
Lordship obsoryecT “ It wif 
nary to the bat 

this view should i e beer 
metals. A letter.‘.fc toc.o?' 
sioner in the cenfcn. i' 


noxious principles, and* 
from them a spirit which 
^h w ith the violence of all, 
i. Kevolotionary Govniuf- 


of Finance next came 
ipn? ^ifh great ability, 
fiscal operations of the 
ir details. Speaking of 
re gold and silver, his 
ippear rather extraordi-^ 
irfit measure taken with 
die proscription of those 
d from F'ouchd, commis- 
Western departments, in 


which you may perceiy-e first symptoms of a grow¬ 
ing indignation aginnU" gold:, and silver. Ho says 
‘ Gold and silver have been the causes of all the ca]u> 
mities of the Republic: I know not by what weak 
coinj)]iance those metals arc still suffered to remain in 
the hands of suspected persons; let us degrade and 
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vilify gold and silv^:'w let ii/i? fling these: deities of 
moDJirchj in tlm fev the worship of the 

austere virtues of a yepnhho V Bfo however adds—-M 
send you seventeen etets filled with gold, silver, and 
plate of all sorts, the spoil of churches and castles : you 
will see with peculiar pleasure' two biwtiM croziei^s, 
and a ducal coronet pf silver gilt/ This ingenious 
idea of vilifying and 

incizing them for the ug^: is not lost 

upon the French Minister-of Fi ,nc,e.., A few days 
after the receipt of this 14 lx*? a>eL, |/en appears at the 
bar, and desires to be p-e -o eshliange certain 

pieces of gold and silye .bcniin^ 'dhe image of the 
tyrant for llopublican pap . 'Phis 
terestcd offer, as you maj iiagine,; 
by the Convention; but. pon a 
that honourable mentibn this t 
inserted in the notes, th /hancel 
rises with the utmost.; dgiivatioi. 
strous a proposition ie delive 
and vehement invectiw gainst g 
says, ‘ In a short time i f world t 
we should deign to recei ‘pieces 
iffigy of tyrants in eiscchr -^e for 


jatriotic and disin- 
/aS jfladly accepted 
potion being made 
Action should be 
, of the Exchequer 
^0 opjmse so inon* 
j a most eloquent 
Id and silver : he 
li/lbe too happy, if 
inetal bearing the 
.Tublicaii assignats; 


already the whole nation '"cjed and despises those 
corrupting metals, which .ts originally brought 
from America for the sole j. ose of enslaving us. I 
k^ve in contempiatioii the phi of a sumptuary law, by 
w%.h I will drive the vile dUug once more into the 
the earth/ What was the -sumptuary law by 
which ?ihc Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed to ac* 
coifipish this salutary reform ? Here is that exceilcnt 
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law* -A,]] gold and .silv0i* rmytaliiii specie oi’ pkte^ all 
jewels, gold and silver liice' or'^valuabls effects wliicli 
shall be discovered bnmd or conceaibd in 

cellars,, walls, rubbish, flgbrs or pavements, hearths or 
chimneys, or in any secret, place, shall bo seized and 
confiscated for the use"of the Republic; and the in¬ 
former sliall receive a, twentieth part of the value of 
whatever he shiffl, discover; to be paid in assignats/ 
Ormcealment alOflo the ciimc: on which the law at¬ 
taches, without eye .any Df the ordinary pretences of 
aristocracy or disal in consequence of this de- 

croe, every place jr which fc Was possible to conceal 
treasure is searches with t: 'utmost rigour; the pri¬ 
vacy of every hous' is vkte 1; .eVery cellar and garden 
is dag up; and tl Chance A of the Exchequer, with 
the most unrelenti ’ Spirit' , persecution, pursues the 
objects of his hatr and c,( Onipt even to the bowels 
of the earth, whox je had ' eatened to drive them/^ 
The formal ren iciatioii \ religion in Fraime-—the 
public aljjuratibiL t the fait of Jesus—and the bold 
denial of the exi^t ace of a; ai, produced sentiments 
of horror in Eng .nd, arid; xcited a spirit of d^eep 
indignation throu all iiks and classes of the 
p<yople. Lord xVioi gton ( . pot fail, in the course of 
his address, to briuu •hose ;kcuijastances, in all tlieir 
deformity, ]>eforq the ’t^ tibn of the House ; The 
Commissioners in the ral departments,'^ observed 
his Lordship, rqceivet --hstnicto to enlighten the 
public mind, and to enybuiuge the abdication of tlic 
clergy. Borne extracts' from. the addresses of^ / ‘to 
clergy, and from the letters of the ’National (Aunmis-- 
sioners, will befst explain the true spirit of tlieso pro- 
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An addi-ess,* tlie'30tHOctolier, iVoio' 
^ueumte of Vilto do fji. lioru say.>5;-r^Por ray pari;, I 
' believe that no reiigion the world is 

famided in truth. I, Relieve . lat all tbc various relfe 
gioius in the world aiti ilescoi same pa* 

rents they are iM divig'ht^jrs ,r.p.de,d^i.d Ignorance. 

, I beliove that Leaven i^'hotlung ^ore-than the Lafipi* 
ness which attends *vtnur, on dirtL ' I r< 3 ndor this 
solemn homage to Truiiu 'i|al is he- 

come my gospel ; aixd; hence torth 
texts from thence alehcj d to 
cause than that of libeirty d of j 
t^eceiving this address ■Kb.c ^aventio 
similar addresses of. reirnr ktioi;, i, 
character and of the funifi ,ms j'cL 
lodged with the Gomaitte rPii&Jj 
is ordered to take effeqrtiu' heasmv 
such public acts uf^ftihto 
and to the public educuth. This ] 
satisfy the eagerness of h 

has no doubt that ih<^. -) ^ creed v 
memory of the old. Sul 
carried into eveify 
promptitude and effeefy, hcho?os> 
ters should be toiisiate'd in uU.> 
and upon his motion iu is ’ 
ations of the functions .^f rci 


ito draw my 
|i in no otliof 
,Voohntryf Upon 
decrees, Uhat all 
the ecclesiastical 
ng to it, shall be 
flist,ruction, which 
tor rendering all 
revoluiion 
ling does not 
bh^rves that lie 
11 ^on eitacy^ 

^ Tri''*'h miay be 
with more 
jfyall similar let* 
,0 idioms; 

/d, tliit all reiiuiici- 
1. shall ^be translated 


into all foreign languages. the sarrie month, the 
Avchl/ishop of Paris enters the anventioh, accompanied 
by . wdieSlon ‘procession, of his vicars, and by several 
corates of Parts: lie idhtes n speech, he re- 

nbunces the priesthood un hk own n?imn and in the 

YOt. L H 
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name of all his ,att^B4an|s that "^he 

does it because ,h(| bo national wor- 

sliip should Mi? federate exceptibg the worship of 
Liberty and Eqmlity.’ / rhe votes of the Conventioii 
mention that the Arcl shop and his citato were re¬ 
ceived and embmeed ^ th transport hj the whole Con¬ 
vention ; and ; that fe e Archbishop was solemniy pre- 
-sented with a red : ap. The day concludes with a 
speech from Jniien- Tonlouse, a member of the Con¬ 
vention and a luf .ter o‘' tbp; .Protestant Church r he 
says, ‘ Fox twontj ' narsd we [ exercised the functions 
aister ; X declare that I renounce 
'every ' 'igion tliere is more or less 
3 gloria ^ to bo able to make this 
he ausp iS of reason, of philosophy, 
le cqn tution which has already 
rs of sr erstition and monarchy in 
ires a similar Me for nR 
I declarl ^ longer enter 

ble than doisanctuaify of the kws ; 

God iJum Mlmd/if; 
iha?' ‘ Wwy oih^T 

Such i;^ tny 
nod pf cicai kith/ The letters of 


of a Protestant ,4 
them for ever. I 
of quackery. It 
declaration imd<er 
and of that suh 
overturned the ei 
I'raiice, and \yhi' 
foreign tyran||Ses, 
into any other te 
'Ctat T imll ctbn: 

*110 otkf-^r :>’^07’sUh 
gospel than 

jjTofession of’h:^or^ . ^ 

the Aktional aroM ' Mn i artv foH of the same zeal. 
Lequinio and Laign " deputies of the Conveiiticr*, 
wrote to that: " rom Eochefort, on the 2nd of 

the same month, in th words : ^ Eight priests of the 
Catholic porsuj^ion anl one m mister of the lkotostv>-nt 
Church unfrocked theihselvu.s the '<Iay ot titi. kst 
decade, in the presence of vM whole peopfe, in the 
Temple of Truth; heretofore called the parish church of 
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ds town : tliey they had so 

long taught, ^.lid they|§/^re^ no¬ 
th hig but the grea t ^ of ihpfalitj aadofjso.und 

phiIo.s()pliy; to preach agaii ‘ aih i^yninnies, politkal 
and i^eligious; and at longtl 'o ;i^feph^y the light of 
reason tb mankiadi ddiei whoj Protestants and 

Oatholies, swore tfi forget thea, V&cieht sup(3rstitIon, 
liverything goes on ^hipothly hei theipeople, of their 
own accord, approach the Wth " which wo 

hold up to them with an aifpf tul '>.ss and fraterrdty. 
'I he Kevolutionaiy ft'ibnxm wliich kfhavo established 
quickens the motioii| of tl Arisio and the guil- 
iotiue strikes the lieads | traits to the gronucl/ 
Boisstdfc, another cohnnissi W4 giyr ^an iaccount of his 
operations in the flc^)arti '.yU of Idephe la Drome, 
du Gard, and Heraidti says, Fanaticism is de-r 
stroyed. Catholics and . ;otestat 
former animosities, unite the sai. 

Libei'ty and the Lawj^: , ie altars 
replaced by altars mioi’o ply,' “W 
could not be induced bV , Tuption 
fession; wherever the poo: a dii^ nof 
the torch ol‘ Eeason an<l ''' ith, tin 
sures of persecution wpre i^ opted.: 
l^ational Commissionefli^ at ' mnr 
that, in order to destroy . ^ 
priests who celebrate religion 


y their 

voi'ship—that of 
f {Jlnistianity are 
breyer the priests 
phfure their pro- 
illingly approach 
pgt'Tigorous mea- 
lumont, one of the 
; to the Convention 
.civsm, he arrests all 
on Sundavs, 


He adds, Hliat he include «hose .monsters called 
priests injiis genonil list pf p, scriptioa ; and that he 
I*i 1^'' o^/those infamous bigots/ 

ictter''*^as^'greii;(Iy applauded in the Convention, 
But the' >ieaY of the ini'nidpcdfiy of Paris was most 
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emincTilly (listingTlsbeti irj,.e’'er.r period of this im¬ 
pious (vod rruol.pei^oofciojF ■. Tlmy.dcfreed, ‘that^ jiU 
elravchcs and temiJcs ol ,■ .glou,- wonddp, of wliatew 
denomination, ' ii'fMtly rimt; that the 

priBSta aud minisa^ f Lhm diiioivnt religions riionW 
bo responsible lor -VifiV omm'otidm on account of roll- 
cion n'Mcli might-tia'pen in cvsequence of this de¬ 
cree; that anf per m "requiring the opemng oi a 
church or temple 1' fe),„cclebmttou of religious wor- 
,sT,ip of any kiiij’.; mkl pul under arrest as., a pus- 
pw^d person ; rif that t i Eev olntionary Committees 
phonld bo invti/r ca'kec a %«i,chful eye over the 

clergy of overylde mrinati u’ In consequence ot this 

decree, the catho nl chuf h of Notre Dame at Pans, 

and all the p&rU churcl f'^’" 

time, until tMy onld 1 regiftlei-atcd and punned 
Ohristi' 

/liaviTiij 'tJiiiied tlie circumstances 
vciation ' tliv' service of God by a 
-‘e'ded .Oir the saiae day a report 
die iicicty of tbe Bection 

neinjetbr ytH^^^bad executed justice 
if ?aipei ifiou and fiilsohood ; that 
gdad;^ together witli the Old and 
y;pif liS'the hre Gie follies winch 


from every tai|!.t 
' Lord Movjiiugf 
attending ilieiTen 
Jewish Rabbif pxf 
was received fron) 
the Museum, ann;. 
upon all the bod 
brevianes, missaH 
New Testament, hau 


mankind.* In order to take 
work in wiiich 
so active a part, the Council 


they had occasioned a, 
the lead in complete 
they laid hithertp Cdf 

. On tho nt oC Nflvcmbor, .0)3, r.Ofl.c udered r. fr;dval »t ,4^ 
i„ honoui of CMicr. Ad o .-.-.ru- r„r. u' OU. 

siop having a mitre fastened bcttvceii uw care natf-dn-.gijms: »»fi>, c- • 
3Me, tied m its Oii), ivlnet, BiUe waj,£npjly bhfn bc^e the pojt'bif. 
iwiil its ashes steattortul to the wlftflb*! • 
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General of Paris (1‘fjn .• * ' tiiafc a tH^e feast should be 
celebrated in fcb.e ^ ^ b<^^|rol Schurcli,;. and that \ 

a patriotic hymn |^6ul f 'h. ii^ried >before a statue of 
Liberty, to bo creel O'F ki t‘i plade'-df the heretofore 
Holy Virgin,’ ^o||?r<k^jtr*nib(; ’ coutmued the noble 
Lord, “the circuraphnhfes*^'df } it extravagant orgy to 
which this decroe^^ wijr-the prt u4^..',:Yo\i remember 
the introduction Goddo^ • of iteason into the 


Convention, the ardoin ■which she was 

embraced by the Pffeidcat jn th by the Secre¬ 

taries at the table,, an-i b;.;all tli. I luembers present. 


te^wards publicly 
.Sf France in the 


and the piety with^Much she was 
worshipped by the w^hohj legislatm 
cathedral ehnrch, or; to idnur o :n language, in the 
regotieiiited Temf)lqc'f>^ and j’rath. There the 
Archbishop of Paris offi ted in 
with a red cap on his h(? vahd f 
and wdtli that sao>^d u .pbn, 4 l 
symbol of the tiniCed d lies 
haring destroyed or'.iM' A wdiatc 
Christian religion bad e iped inh first pmiticatioii 
of the regenerated I'crni h. tcj^ nated this auspi-^ 


US new character, 
^iko in his hand ^ 
] he bore as the 
>.spn and Liberty^ 
.T emblems of the 


cions ceremony by plac 
Marat on the altar of Gc 
morv of this solehin act a-, 


\* the. ; of the regicide 
\l To i^i^potnate the me- 
\c/ lf .;ity of Atheism, « m 


Oonvention voted that, a 
erected upon the rums pf ah 
ar^d religion. ThOi;^cfioiis ■ 

L^g^^ajtn fa- had 

v.KS^JUperstvv... ’ 'Gnt' a 

■plildd wa.s annihilated,*--^^ religion .which for oighteeid 
cont1!ities liadf occasibned no thing, but upon 


'\al ^atiie should bL 
emblcips of inonarcli-y 
Paris cppgratulutod tlid 
/ained’ so ‘^reat a victory 
hgion of error and ci 


OfWtWA 
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and yet it was pi‘()te]!ided; to V>er ot^'li'vine origin 1 Bucli 
are the ivories, saF}|i(^A’e the 41Jp:hes of this religion ! 
may it be ohlitemiod IV i. the >fece of the earth 1 
Happiness will t}ieu ref tt : n:iigjkitid will live like 
friends and brothe?|hspicious moment, 
History, whose painful sk has hitherto been t-o record 
the crimes of i-eligipiij, iall have Nothing to commemo^ 
mte hut virtue apd y ^^inesr^ swear that we will 
tolendo no otheV wp hip titan that of reason, liberty, 
equality, and tin; »hiic , iP^peo/rs by the mte$ 
that the 'wliole G'V| ^ion ^ nnecl m thw oath ; and the 
President made if following reply to this address : 

; yon have armihilatedi. the nieniojy 
s of eptpr. Your philosophy has 
saarilio^ vorthy of her acceptance, 
•Ohj a i 
^tir ofti- 
V- Fro 
Si extrhe 
‘i have 


‘ In a single moir ^ 
of eighteen cetjtur 
offered to Eeasoh 
and fit to proceed 
Assembly receives' 
uamo of the ootiiV 
cipai actors iii Y 
Lord Moraingtbn^ 
scope and aim of t <3ir desigi 
been told on this %) to p. 
in ode of worship, to cle 
CTiurch of Homo, -rotesb 
w' h Catholics in t, 
w eU as of the Oatholi , w 


Catholics were denied j 
Trnrpose of public wdh 
tholic church eh were shi 
Celebrate religious wors 


e repuldican spirit. The 
^g and your oath in the 
the inoutixs of the prin- 
inary scene,” continued 
brought before you the 
It was not (as we hav^e 
ifj' their own established 
it from the errors of the 
dis were, invited to unite 
ction of the Protestant as 
ion ; Protestants as well as 
dborty of assembling for the 
> : Protk*'t2int as well as Ca- 

* TA, 

up ; and those who dai’e^^to 


p of an^d-.* ^ y : ^^ 
treated as suspiect^d persemsf Ohri.stianity Vra*. 
stigmatized the organ of the President of th/' 
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iiivention, amidst whole audi¬ 

ence, as a system of mu; i;. 'ij« 4 rtd :'4i^mQrc, which could 
not be tolemted by the h, ’%r.r. y of a revolutionary 
government. The Old I'eiitaTnent were pub¬ 

licly l>urnt as prohibi^^i 1 ;-0 ^or was it even to 
Christianity of any cj^'-rndnali ■ hatred was 

confined. Even Je%/'^ero-‘ in Ivo#'in this corapro- 
hensive. plan : their orti’atceufefc: c \ pubbc worship were 
plundered, and their yov. - of hi Hgion. Recorded with 
enthusiasm. The rigour; of Uie iwsirespecting fo¬ 
reigners was relaxed, in oi» i.ler tha might be 

propagated for the, genefi^ri boriefit of, all inaokind. 
The existence of a fiiture|||||ite was ' '^hly denied, and 
modes of burial devisedf pWrp^ 

representing to the min^ of iKcf pe ;>lt |liut death was 
nothing more than an ,o:^r|astin- sle^i.^ And, to 
complete the whole proj^cl^- doct aos wore publicly ' 
circulated, under the eyd ,cf : the bvernnient, ihain- 
taining that the existenl|p of a Bi ^*01110 God wa&' an 
idea inconsistent with, tfib iibeny T man., And yet' 
a noble Earlf in this < nde has; ampnted that thn'; 
French Government sho^ hayo me- #ith any intcrraj> 
tion in thejr laudable10 dest-action of. 
despotism and superstiilo f J jj. ihest^.^prest^ions 
were inconsiderately us^d .wc a ^ yet sufficiently 
enlightened in this iider an^ attack upon 

Chrishian^tt,^ even figai iie belief and wonsW 
of^ a God, as a laudable efib i> destroy superstition. 




1ti|>artiiieut of Niiivrc, <Ii- 


t fy, F’on^?iv*v iVaa, laAiv'U , -I 

,> .ij^ tli« wifirtiiJ, ■’ t/v- • ' > ^eep j’Mo be r»b'.'eJ over tlie 

er<triiacc of i^yeiybnrial Cfroutid.y 
t WyeMii .be, & 
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iji.* , >S'aclji were the pro'^ 
ceedings by which: tjon of religion was at¬ 
tempted in rraii';e, : honour of h?n nan 

nature they did not. ,^r fl|6 expectations of ihose 
who iiad digested ‘jiio' di, ■ and; had been most active 
in proyiding the I'or ifs execution. Discipliued 

ha crimes, and adcus mod to 6yery scone of rapine, 
injiiftice, and crncltj^ , the people, of France could not 
yet be induced^^td jfor ever tlie consolations of 

religion. Thepr . aces, '! almost without except!oa, 
were vandalised . ,;|;|}m^^u|acious profligacy Of the 
Goverumont, and Mmii af Pjpris the strongest symptoms 
of the sanie lehf ent ap|.)e|rfid. Itobeispferre himself 
was alarmed ; d be Jacobin Club thought it prudent 
to declare th^ ; n ier all the existing circumstances, 
they admit ted the lea of a Gpd. Apprehensions were 
entertained that it .Saliuai^yinovement of terror might 
take a ncw .rUixm n, and that the order of the day 
■might be enforced tgainst jjtlfc .Government itself. At 
doTigth, am|d the d the people, who claimed 

•aloud the free exp fse of yl jious worship guaranteed 
to them ly the Of f^titutiou 0j|;er many struggles, and 
many unsi«5cessf! j^ow, and rebictant, and 

ambiguous, iOrth,* (^cntance of the Conven¬ 
tion ! ‘ ^ Their 

next step was to cnii vindicate their condxict 

to all Europe pab'l y j§mt view llobespiei re drew 
up an answer (as-he 'si rit)‘to the manifestoes of ail 
Kings, in whidi h(‘ re. in the most trixrmj hiSmt 
manner the charge of ir ligion wliicb - 


against the revolntih" 


ament, lie ;Sfiyf, ' 




are accused of jr -aig declared 'vVar against j^ea/Ojidt 



iVrAaQUf:^:^ wcliksley. 


105 


self'; but wbat peopkveve'if(/fibred a more pure worship 
to the Supreme L ’^ho, d oatli-warrant of tyrjints 
lay dormant and forgotiou . ^y^tlmid breasts of meu ; 
we caUed it forth ; wextx Vpd it; to imNiSH 
IS TO HONOUR GOJD.’ thi, ^ . Creed publicly 

proclaimed in the face of ill i opo : in the murder of 
theji|,,junpQent King is c(^mpn dvtbfe whole principle 
and practice of their rchgioU; v eir profe.ssion of 
atitt:their estabUshed mode ^ woriShip/' 
d Mornington, having o.xl ■stod ;the religiomj 
biBaiiD cif hia argumentj next" yiN, felcil ^to recapitu- 
latt|;itii #prces of the rovenme. vf 
GoA|taiu., A^^ the cun-ent year — ‘‘0?ho tax 

upon all 3 %arlj^ income below the four hun¬ 

dred pounds, — the seiziiro of ail parly inconie 
above that sum, including a tux .funds, upon 

Commercial capital of e^mry des(|i|ddoi '.u|;>on private 
debts, and upon all mofiey not >t interesf-, —» 

arbitrary local loans lewied upop Ac oga’ism of pro¬ 
perty and the malevolence of w» Jth,—faeces raised 
by incompetent authoirity,—thp co; iscatioir of all con¬ 
cealed property, and tJif‘ ^ , religion. To this 


list loight be added 
system of criminal 
personal freedom, a Mi 
tions for the 
and for the 
examined sepaiy^^^y the 

apor tlio rums of evoiy 
(pUiidaumi^ Sf general %ycncej ,^yhich the Revol 


,ri:‘it!g from their' 
,;.koir 'violations of 
ipo.m their regula- 
.ui|uVe; and t;^ommerce, 

jiving' 

oioaS of tlio Frcjjyfj jfg. 
iltwf,. and internal trade, his 

:r.uo s the system established. 

riy, and of overy 
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hitionary Governxaent fejve „ iiiilieilio j:)rocurc*-(l their 
revenue, and mainta]ii|^^# Applied their numevous 
artnies. It remains! bj what appli- 

eat ion of terror this fiy0 h iifei)een. cmforoed. Among 
the most sacred righ#- A a-frhe people and the mosSt 
essentiiil maxims of ■ tico' are the right of personal 
freedom, and the tq; ira that no person shpald. 
punished without fc, .r»g heard. These rigivte, were 
guaranteed tOfthe rjople of Franco by the Coirsti- 
tution of the Id# bf Auigiist. 1793. In Ae i^hhe, 
however, of tliat ' ^ixstftution, arbitrary impra^ ® 
and puniahment upon more suspicion—the mo r texa- 
tioiii and instrurnent of despotic pow ^r- have 

been employi?#*' y the Btwolutionary Govemment with 
a violence sur Asi'pg all that is recorded of the most 
rigoniUs lies^ have ever afllicted mankind. 
I’hey have i; .uali|f and op^.mly abolished every trace, 
of personal, berlv in France^ by a single law, which 
requires ii'>:U)tln^ ■comment than the proceedings of 
the Conver.iiion it df. Barrbre^ in a report from the 
Cominitted of ic Welfare, explains the principal 
and object of tl ^ ^ —-‘The quality of 

mercy is the fin 
owes to his couiit\. 
tionary v%oii.r oj| ti. 
rible, ind eed, but ne< 
been the salvat.i;-«pi; oi 
througiioi^f the sec 
I mean, 

'Ihe keen piorcin< 
fixed ujwn every peinolri'led into hVci^ 

family, '^k'ry opi- 


iJ ^^uch a good republican 
rder i p preserve the revolu- 
/*mnept .^ an institution—ter- 
ar^ ^itution w'hich has 
lias disseminated 

dud all t ^»e inunicipalities; 
of^ per^on^. 


e„r>; 




eu 



umr/fy 
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has raarkecl out vt\e wlio ought to be 

suspected^ and tlioy hnv<^- ^tordiiigly fallen under tho 
severity of the law. of pride, and 

habits of aristocracy, ha||^ | every remnant of 

'^s'a . it' ’object of suspicion. 
Th^"^ u/^less, if not dangel||u> Mature of their occu- 
^idn, their illicit gains, the. c0|)iidejitial concern 
i|| tb^ ,|fccuidary affairs ofi io;| igiihrs, are sufficient 
giSvpi 'JV for the an*est of thd^vc/ of hankers, 

speculations, tlieir eo. mpt for assignats, 
thdr >rdp attachment to thtdr. kviv interest, have 
est&n.|. merchants from their fellow-citizens — 
the;^^ii ^re form another clasljof iSfifected persona 
of emi^'a'nts —those have aided 

thenv ii j their escape, those whom n:).tc jifij^nd the ties 
of bl<Ml have made the necessai’J^ ac^ "'^^ices of all 
their sentiments of hatred or affection- dU. these are 
Equally obnoxious to suspicion. Allf, who 

have refused the constitutional oatli, at ;|wi|o think* 
that all is lost because their trade has beconi4A^ekss; 
all the aiicient magistrateSi all thf^p whq^Iiavo been 
bred to the profession of they lar\ ase destined Ipr 
their habits and intei*ests t()i‘f)'eol7' he public prisons. 
These are the classes of .society^ It are s'^ntenced at 
once Without being heardi. the? re th^ rofessidns 
which carry tlioir conden. 'tiy . with tin. ‘ |bese 
are the natural connection; : 


.... 

have aided '7, 


which it is thf duty cf the v 
and vrithont mercy. Let 
;fr ’Voh! wh 

b^f‘pTi.>dnced 1^. 


.... ? 

rentage and tidn, f: yv> 
& strike witffv. d trial ,, 
/banish all compassio;y 
iiinimierable mischii^s 
'entimenb of v pity.ffl 


Bui" added ■■’'the noble Earl, (vh^onfing on th^ 




_ miSTffjr. 
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extmordmaty document,- vioktions of tlie 

liberty of the subject t as acts of clemency^ 
when compared withiUit^' murders and massacres 
whicli compose aMSfy and mcrcile.s,s system, 

entitled by the K|v6/ /ibaary Oovernmont, tlm 
ministration of Crimii iustice. ^ 

The effusion of blooc A I^^ris has boeti such.^ lljo-t 
less than a thoufi||id |;,ecutions have taken 
within the six months. Yet the yd|i/. ip^iicc 

and avarice ofj^fch^ jovernment is so far from 
satiated, that |hc : ymmissionciTs of Police; ; Itiiely 
acquainted thA n/imiyipality of Paris, that IdioV pit 
which had heeh appropriated for the bu^J^f the 
unfortunate * iris of the revolutionary tr^/uiial was 
nearly full, a i Could not hold above ‘sonu>. ^sixty’ 
more; they lerelbre desire iraraediato autlionty to 
dig anotheiv ' X order to prevent any delay bf justice! 
I cannot,? . Lord Mornington, •* forbear to remark 
m this pl^ I that during the whole period ’when all 
the powlr aitd. authority of government in France were 
. exercised b^y that humane a^nd benevolent Prince whoso 
iimocent B Jood w^- s sW on the scaffold, not one in¬ 
stance is fo be ’ nd '6t an execution for a state 
crime ! ^ ■* * a You have 

now brff you piiucipal features both of the 

tndor practice t? volutionary Government. 

IW, 


g this UTum 
,you w, X find Sp^Sal a 
for tfe indiscriiuhiatci 
and. order of society* 
pdrthi] persecution. 


Jl'- system in all its details, 
ii'ectual proviBipn establisbal 
.sery.^aiid ruin of, xivery rank 
contain- 

*ipp^i(nhle tie tension 
rrtay require), i Vue separate inferesiA;;pf eVeiy dis- 
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^ .. class and desorption of the people, from the 
gentleman of lauded piN,ip '^,^'.;.ahd the opulent bankers 
and merchants, down ?o m^stxious manufacturer 
aiul laborious peasant. -■ ■Vn, hoi^e the arts of govern- 
mont,?i Are these the tneaui y which the discordant 
intereits :find t^ie oontonc^ig* j isions of mankind can 
to act in conduit, it I f^n be directed to 
tlio of the comnmi>it}vl'* , political 

ind tlfc only solid' hr lu. of power 1 . 1 

an assembly versed ^ 'hd|reat maxims nf 
t^ont, ai&ctinnately i ib the. genuine 

pi'd'ic‘1] “>3 i liberty, and accusUirrui^ to .deliberate pn 
cLui affect the intentts pi\^a^^p^ state 

andf'ij^h^ Ippiness of a nnnicroi# peo 'cv In such an 
as'serdldy, / am persuaded that I :shft not be con- 
trad ^ I (were :b contend, wb-lu t further 

proof, I ha?:’ ; r so constituted. a4 ‘.Jd exercised 

mmst of t)V;odBvSJty oe odious to the p(| \td,;|and con- 
sequent^xj?, ’whatever might be its tc‘n\ l^avy efforts, 
must i^st upon an insecure and unceriai ■l^pndation. 
But I need not rely on general topics; h^ ^ev^r justly 
drawn from, the con.stitn|iion h^ iffans, and 
from the, character of man in ai sHuai.ib|^ and in all 
ages. ' The people of France hivj»^e hpt mely s^b- 
rnittti^^d to the oppression ot^this tjfean and iinUjating 
usuirpation. In no lesCthanpIpyty of the ^.rtnients 
aspi:rit of indignation ks , out again the Go-.' 

veri iment ; i|^.,many tlio have taken p hxiS 

waged open wm;: in-, me they have ex U 
bv. GoU A.’i" msmTections,l y pjpb^^ 
Che levips 'fbr the Hxfu;„. W pifusing to 
to flic coiifiscaliW of their idopAHv..., •'•nd to the plunder 
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of tlieir goods. This sgint has appeared with great 
strength in all the p’oietit commercial towns; 

hut it has not been^ ,4o to them; it has been 

diffused as widely as* f oppression wdiich excited 
it, and its symptoms ( xying with opportunities and 
means of exertion) ai 'to be traced in almost' every 
town and village of P ;^oei ^ 

From the lacts I ha e:, ^^r^ady enumerated, ii: is in¬ 
contestable that; 5ti proportion as this tyranny j 
sumes the propertf S France, it must enterl^ 
jects of ambitijiri ? d aggrandisement; it nuiisf mdea- 
vour to repair dth lisordered finances by pr^yi' ^li^pou 
its neighbours, a)'i/ f (r rsupply the cxhausteiV ^ 
of domestic or iseation by foreign plui^df^ if; It is 
equally evidei on the same general grc/^ri'cLs ^hat 
it must tl irumocliate interest of iyernhieut, 
founded dh neiples wholly con rdictoi;^ t> the re¬ 
ceived miixir of all surrounding naJimis,: to propagate 
the doctrine i^broad by which it subsists af home, to 
assimilate e ry'peighbouring state to its own system, 
and to 8u| lift/ every constitution which can fom a 
disaclvanta? ms. contrast 'uith its own absurdities. 
&ec/i a ff( tlierefo7'e, from Us Uature, 

be ho^fUe': fUtregalar governments, of ivhatever form; 
but ab( 7 p< ily to those vjhich are most strongly con- 
Trusted i its oimmcious st7';uc^^^ and lohich afford 
to thmr ifects the m-%es for the mahit&asincc 

f ordi; liberty, justice, %rfhgion d' 

Movnington coi uded hmjlaborate add^pj-S^ 


■whfchoccupied several h 
following xstinhiy per""'" ' 




y-'H'-"' 


Tliui?, 8ir, t cmdcavouml to "prerve that tb^^, 

'Wy' . 
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_ justice ftnd. necessity of this Wcir have been 

strongly confirmed by si^'sequviht cvexits; that the 
general result of the lafit .mpiga, both upon our 
own situation and upon thS; dVtJie enemy, affords a 
reason able expe<’ tation of iilt ' success ; an d that 
not only the charaetors, the-iti' "ests, and the disposi¬ 
tions of those who now exc^ciSi )he powers of govern¬ 
ment vin .France, but the veiy ) vturo of that system 
whiol havo estaidished, v^p a treaty of peace 
upoT^'^®-,or honourable tenn:y ‘. Lpracticable in the 
prese». ,;||pmeiit, and consequeuLhi coqtfire a vigorous 
and ul. oh»i(tting prosecution Hitherto i 

have ad my arguments to the whede'House ; in 

what h B- ‘41' now urge T. must doclat i^t I do not 
mean ;o' a myself to thas<f|je>v lii h'g ns who did 
not sJiam O ^yommon sentiment Kaf ,11, -Ihmse and , of 
the public A period of iffl^wlfich im¬ 

mediately preceded this wax. Blit T'X to those 
who, previous to the commencement of H w<ti’, felt, in 
common with the great body of pt fiOj a well- 
grounded apprehension for the saMy o oyr happy 
constitution and the genoi-al interest^’ of^ 

Do they now feel the same degree of; aim 
in the midst of hostilities, in the ver_^ beat 
test, and after a campaign which, ^Ithc 


§L 


successful in its general results^ has neitln 


empt from difficulty, nor ^pfe:rt]%?rdinary^, 
of a state of do they n . ndw feel ; iiPti 

Ihlic-mind, such a 

that caiirne de^r 

i ^ lud Yaiuahle to'Britisn they would have 

■ gkrlly piirchased before the 








‘ii society. 
Even 
cpnf. 



■ir^ 
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■'■^' , , ' , ■'■ '■ ■ " ' 

a part, of tliorie. iiitorc^sts, : tha of ivliich was, me- 

tiaced in that gloomy pefioc) ' of geneiDl constcrmition ? 
‘W hat change of circidin^^^^ what happy conibiiia- 
tioii has calraod the ah^' >7 and revived the depressed 
spirits of the nation t ■ it 'the decree' of connter-fra- 
tern i tv, dedari tig that <iniioe will no longer interfere 
in the internal df dndependont states^ jhut re- 

fServing to her the / »n'Veigntv of all those cm|n^ne/? 
which w'ere overr|u' .)j her arms in the of 

hm' inordinate am' ||'0J] i‘ Is it the reply^-^^ffi&fost^- 
pierre’to the main w'stdos of all the Princcsyfflj^ Jhrcpc, 
in which he pvojv unoes kings to 'he the 'imW r-piece 
'of human comip^ .on, iiv which he libels oveiy uOnarch 
in Eui'ope, bnt 0tests that France has nd}ir ention to 
distob moinT ay, ..if the .subjects of kin; ^ fire still 
.wi^ak enough . submit to such an 
Tthe murder’ ;*■ > Jb*k'iiv>t and his jxssociat^i^f ' fs it the 
disgrace an< infpri, somnent of Anacliai'^SB iillootz^ the 
autlior of t.r Kcvo-liitionarj Diplomatics, or of TImmas 
Paine, the, -tiior of tlie Eights of Man 1 "^" Is it any 

. Th'ea'eni'. will rci^j^Ikct Cannhig’K .satirifiiil vtTsee, — 

“ Ma; Qu r.ot i-cad tlu* lOghts of Man hy Tom Paine? 

(j>,> . /Ceni'pussiou tremblo t n iny i'yelids, 

I'fei. r»> .soon as yon ha.vft Md yonr ^ 

' story.) *’ 

ooinij" of Faiu..*’'s m)j.iris6ntn£?iit, and of tfic motives which 
. "icivo X i tly M’scrn to wTitc his celebratc’d Ago of Reason,*’ was pu'b 
lished byd dam (.‘kbbett irt^PhihidelpIda, in the year 1790. ^^ Fiom the 
m hlngland,’—Cobhett, in his (^wm characteristic way, 

< t d;'ni3d tooh hiyfical, ‘ Oiig the thieves of Paris. Tins may ho 

^.lun the happiest' part ^ (o live in a^ccotim|al state 

: to sit seven dayl n thewei-t decret' for pi ”plf;r. 

i ■pjfhKo^'ptiOTi, and massacre, was' ’uxiiripu* .. H lastea «. 

ev» r/btit five months. .Miartcd, hhllantbropic 

I3vi?.sot 'mid his faction. the pipach; of their glory,- p6o;|' Tom's 

wares' got oat.of ' mid his i^ot iiito a diingeon. This was a 

dn.^rlfnd Old C^hnnoh SeilSef 'But this was not all. He well 




WNtSTfiy 



MAROITKSS WRT.LRSLEY 


11 



profeasion, assurance, or act of tKo, revolutionary 
government of France ’--i-You all know it is not. 

-—1% confidence of a wise people could never be 
re^sted on such weak and ‘ririsubstaiitial founchitions. 

The real cause of our present sense of security is 
to be found in our own comhmed with 

those 'ipf our Allies, By tho|e ejgertions wo were 
^iil ed;Jo witlistand and repel ’|0 first assault of the 
•hnns the principles of Franv,^'; apd the continu- 
hf tl^e saiuo effort now forms du.r only barrier 
a^jibr the return of the same d.fegbr. Who then 
sIia1JVx/tu>rc to persuade you tO:v^ , 

which,;-'./rs afforded you proteptiqr igainst all the 
obje^i0^fV'‘ your former appreheiisioi to subvert the ■ 

foundatio/'^ o^jonv present confident «,and to resort, “ 
for your t }uro. safety, to the incoitsi? nt^ decrees, to ' 
the couiimcnctory declarations, anif'ix) ieWirguo as-' 
suranccs^-i?)f p guilty, desperate, audfdist cted facti-on, I' /.-y 
which ofes no possible ground of' sedt tjyiei-ther in ,;f:, 
the principles of its policy or in thei wHty of Its ' 
power t-— All the,: circumstances of your luation arc V 
ii()w ]>elere you,‘-‘-^feu are now to make y r option,-— y. 

You are now to decile whether it best ^coines the 
di^mity, the wisidm, .{px f^ it nation, 

to rely for existence bn the -udjitrary will v trestles.? / 

knew that the was «t work, an 1 he had;,^ 

Relieve that!, is days were uumhewd. •He lay extendi:’(foh 
oT .‘df in a ^j^IaughterdionsHy ex'pectinj^ ev' . 

■A"' V7'mld eome for iihn. lidiv Tfyatias biv,,.; , , 

niyster v tk ■ 

stbhlc^;^ Uf'wl;ucit;toi^ rU hr'lAe nlotlve’Td^^^. -.rote 

clic firs!, part, of id.^ RenK'*«- '; -. *l‘"‘ araf: 

■ to tho ..Imn 

that oi* saving his ugly uncombed head no Ac. 
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and implacable enenij, or ta iier own sworrl: jqx;. are 
now to decide, )\dietlier jpu will entrust to tlic valour' 
and ill of British fleets and - Bn ti$}i armias, the 
approved faith and united'^strength of your nnriieiHm.v 
and powerful Allies, tbpr defence of the liuute<l ^rno).)- 
archj of these re||ms^ of the constitution of X^ar- 
liamont, of all the ranks and 

sodotj. among us,^ of, C sacred rights of proj)Ovt.y^Jf , 
of the whole frame four laws, Qur liberty, a^ -onW 
religion; or whether you will deliver over 
ianship of all the justice, 

the plariderer o|’ tKe;'l!^,etherlauds, who, to|:shyi' 

• baseless fabric r his depreciated a, ssign^fe/’’f^ 
whole nations of .ieirnghis of pro^ iidd ■>■ 

‘ the aggregate v altli of Europe ;~to tb4^ |\.;)deratian 
of Banton,0dv‘' jfrsi promulg^^^^ luiki of 

■ nature, wlvicb that the Alps, the Ij? rpji'fe, the' 

Ocean, amt tl jllmie, should be the only boufflaries of 
the French ♦ to the religion cf Bi^bospiorre, 

' whose pracf; ;;'^f piety is to murder his bwif Sovereign; 

‘ who exhort' iiy|aankmd to embrace the same faith, 
and to assd ,|a^ their kings for th§;h God ; 

to the friei ‘ of Barrei\vAvho .<^’i ow^s in the face of 
ail hat the fundamc"" ^articies of the Revo- 

Jutioiiar|f yerhmeut of Fimice is the ruin and antfi’- 
hi]atH|t^ .hg Briti.di ;emp>ite;—or, finally, to whatever 

- aleff 

tyri 
pOWoF 


t^e caprice of any new band of 

^ ' . in the last ^^envuLsipus of tlmir Cx- 

a} l>e;^es%cd ^ ^rag/tlie present., 
aTitryy ,or<^^ Wwui ' tlidr lo-wle 'k 
to, their o^V* their exaaipic, mid 




to riyaivjo eniH^Ry of t 

i ■ ■./tM.;' : 


nWlSTfiy 
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Lord Momiixgton’s address produced a powcrM 
presfdon oh the House, and that inipressioa wti» not 
rt'iiic|!^ed bj the brilliant reply of Mr. Bheri<lan. In a 
Kpfjech delivered by Mr. Bhhddan upon a subsequent 
occasion, wo have a description of the Earl of Morning-' 
as a speaker,—“ Exactly two years ago at 
opi^td'ug of the session, he remembered to have seen 
with the same sonorous voice, the same 
’'i^i,(«iiititeriauce, in the saiae attitude,, leaning' 
^ceiiiy- upon the table, and giving, ® accomit froiu 


d patches of Mssot, fhal vhc- Erencli xtpublio 
wohld\st.but a few months lohgerfe His Lordship in 
eail^ lii; paid much attention to th^ of elocu- 

iioiil as e; hii.ve already scon, his e rahnly voice, 
and gmiet deportment were nqticjet, upbu iirsi 
appearantiM liie Irish House of Loi % whete Loi-d 
Moncitmurrhsiihoringly compared his Ititudea with 
those of Gahtk, , . 

, The greater aict of Sheridan's reply j 
ington, was,' >'-are assailed,* unprepar^ 
impossible La‘ wj^hold our admiration fnxf 
earnestness of f .'0:g and argument which' 


'•eat 


Lord Morn- 
Ja|id it is 
'the natural 
arahteriscd 
orator upon *tl. ' occasion. 

Sheridan coniv o4. 


the effort 1 
“Undue ad\ 

been taken of 't;wdied tc_ bin i- x\{ 

in order to excite Hie'Bra h\j 

against the ,s 

■ had: committed,ir. 'b aec..bnt^bf % 

any otkr rig^it 

■ ■ • Ville ivfoore’s iaho of 



um Am OOmiESFOtDEKCE OF 


"H 

country, witliout assuming, howei er, tlie least iriteifer- 
Gnc'.^ in its domestic affairs, unless by aniicaWt^ media'- 
tic7i the parties. But had Europe acted this 

friendly part 1 Had it not, on the contrary, since the 
commencement pf the Revolution, expressed a decided 
aversion to one of the paities, and a parti¬ 

ality to the other 1 Had it not proceeded 
to deedfe, and espouscc^the cause of the . Court^iii ' 
manner as could not. lail to exasperate tliQ'poogfili’ 
France ? Douhfless, the popular fury and, 
quenccs were de,serving of execration; still,' Iv/cypr, 
it did not f ()) low ^liat the whole nation ougl^o. fho 
punished for the’jrimes ccteinittetl by ^rie liltitudo 
during the ra|f of tumult and msiyrec 
French were^: bi sting, as it were, out Ojf tiivmisioii of 
a long slavery they had recovered their /jeffcy, but 
knew not, hov b use it; they were hurridbyhesent- 
mont to 60 on their oppressors,, th^F'they 
bail sufficed and had carried to the 

.most unfus! iahie and cnminal exqsV ' B wa.s it 
eithqi’ cqUi’ ole or wise in the llupcun jpowers to 
coalesce^-for leir punishment ? Tf'had an unalien¬ 
able right ; fh:edom in common ‘^“h- i the human 
race ; ,0id iiowing the ven' , had wreaked 
cui'tljpirf lor masters tc ^ generous, base, 
ur.<?dVru'' in the - confined to 

mrice ^nfl f ; it had • reflected 

^it I* lor other 

■ ... ; to ux-t 

■ thg, 

.done,' and (mmau^fy 
destructidif off 
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tile many thousands wfioso lives had been thrown away 
in this tatal 

But/’ detnancied Mr. Sheridan, what was the slim 
ot all that he (the Earl of Mornington) had told the 
House? that great and dreadful enormities had been 
committed, at which the heart shuddered, vind which 
wounded every feeling of humanity, hut 
and sickened the soul. All this w’as most 
'' itrndl^ut what did all this prove? what, but. that 
eleiv H? a^ unalterable truth which liad always pro- 
sehte / itof to his mind, in whatever form he had 
viewe \ the,, subject, namely, 

desp'ota hir defp’adod ai\cl cleb^ He4 human nature, 
as to're dor its subjects on the': first eco|ery of their 
nghtS;^'u, ifi for the exercise of them. But never had 
he, or .wc U he meet but with ropt’(S{^ ioh/ 
of argumer ' '•’^h&h went in fact to elt lisli as an in ¬ 
ference Iron 
slaves, ought 


Uiii/truth, that thos^rwho 

hd|bcen long 

i'^reforc to remain so fi 

’,(;ver I Flo, 

jq , ^ be, he would a^ih 

V)eai, a ten- 


fold horror of U tt §|spotic form ox gover aernt, which 
bad so pro4n^- pf civilized 

:i ;^0alous apprehetuao 


man, and a still 


teia tending to ‘ ^ ^ 


fellow creatures. Such 


a 


un, or gover:. 
S^ile it ex'i 


be considered as twice 
solely responsible for the 
subjects; and should a day of rctrihui. 

be (l(^stroye!il,.|t>,:^^^^ equally to 

who overturned' iv,?-.. 


rn 


rf any sys- 
yes of our 
'ipt might 

■is'ol# 
hr/ 

'‘tTfl' 


CO 


wr 

I 


the. folly or 
conimih 


:t»,v 

Bu- 


liess of the FreiTeli;pqopl<>^W nou :'inj[ino(i 



pToceoclings within thfiir own country ; wo ami nil the 
powers of Europe had to dread it, True : bnt was 
not this, also,, to be aceounted for 1 Wild and unset¬ 
tled a,s their state of mind was, ueGossarily, upon the 
eteiits which had thrown such power so suddenly intq 
their bauds, the surrounding states had goaded them 
into a still more savage state of madness, fury^ ,aud 
desperation. We had unsettled their reason, itfwi then - 
reviled their insanity ; we drove tliem to the enh iini- 
ties tJiat produced the evils we: arriugned ; «e I' dteil 
them like wild beasts, until at length 'we made diem 
so. The conspiracy of Pilnitz, and the bnitsl areats 
of the royal abott'' rs of that plot against the r jhts of 
nations and.of tr u, had, in truth, to answer ■ all the 
additional niiit* /y, horrors, and iniquity v .{c\\ had 
since: (lisgriiaOf |ud dnoonsed humanity. - -Such has 
been jour , cor iht towards , Eranee, that jf ,' have cre¬ 
ated the ns whieh you persecutb ;'/eu mark a 
nation lo/hu,; t off from the world j< covenant for 
their extprti ftipn ; yon swear to^^u ; them in their 
iuraost rece' SS • ’’you load them wfth, iyevy species of 
execration :- -ind jou now come?:fo' 'jK with, whining 
' declamatio’ on; the horror ,of tl# naming upon you 

with the f' which you -inspire*’ ' ■ , 

Tlovrevi .^ridan may have traced 

tfcr calamehtable crisis in Prance, 

'k; Hippo .^^'(t^'passage to have admitted the 

|ole' .1 "'case— the necesmty^f^^^ 


♦lir' ^Q.. 


M 

,:niqu5 
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fen, iijnpelled by’insanity/- and even compared 
them to ferocious ‘‘wild beasts/^ Whatever was the 
original cause df the frenzy of the .Frdndh nation, it 
was, in 1794. clearly the duty of British statesmen to 
protect their countiy against its fury. 

Mr. Sheridan betrayed no small degree of bitterness 
reply. Alluding to the observa- 
tlbriaof I^orJ Mbrnington, contrasting the privations and 
fi iCjfia demanded of the French by their Minister of 
required of the English people, he 
sai^;, '^‘The ndble Lord need not remind ns tliat there 
is ]i;^p ^ riat danger of our Chancellor o(: Exchequer 

mal^hg '\hy such experiment. I canhnorh^'easily fancy 
another . Ti of speech for our prudent '^tib||ter. I can 
more easj- conceive him modestly? co 
and his ov measures with the cl wnrao^ r 
of Ms rival,; md saying, ‘Do I demand 
citizens'' to your hoards to Gk»ri 
out interest"? On tthe contrary, whph 
to propose'h :I(>a i there is not a man of y >. 
shall not hpld o t at least a job in evety ){tft of the 
subscription, n usnribns profit upr-r^ >’ery pound 
yon devote to the; ^ecesritiips pf your'^t ty. Do I 

of 

stipends to thd thy \ontei'y^ 

am I not daily increasing your emo l .yo'ik 

mimbers in proportion j^nthe ooVintij k VhaWv 
to provide for you I Do of y^, 

and most zealous pri'selyth^y^^ yoxi who hay. 
over to me for the suecau . , of ‘ Upporfh^ 
war.^a war^ on the success of^hicu ^oiemniy h^ 


himself 
aid conduct 
yoh, wealthy 
iiiient with- 
shall come 
to whom I 


deruand of yom my n, ^^w -piacemcn aiiid ) 
sioners, that you shoida 
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declared that tlie salvatioB of Brit-am anfl of civil 
aocletv itself depend—do I require of you that yoil 
should make a temporary sacrifice iu the 
human nature of the greater part of your private, 
incomes? Fo, gentleuieii, I scorn to take advantage 
cf the eagerness your zeal; and to prove that I think 
the siucerity of your attacliment to needs, tio. such 

test,' I will make your interesia co-opferate wth.yOur 
principles, I will quarter many of yfai on ilio.. 
;mpplj 5 instead of calling on yoji to contrihute: io it 
and while their whole thoiightsfare absorbed iW patri¬ 
otic apprehensions for their couiitiy, I will dej* uvftisly 
force \ipon,hthers fe fovouiiie objects of i vanity 
or ambition 0 ?'’'oir lives/ , 


Good God; that he should have thougV it pi udeut 
to have fcb'cq .this contrast upon our atj ;>*lion; tliat 
he should tr inphantly remind us of cr ,t'rythiag that 
shame slu)u^ withheld and cau^' h'would have 

buried ia .iiyion 1 Will those win. lioiMi forth with 
a parade •' 'disinterested patrio&iri agd vauntod of 
the saci^ u they had made, e:i^QBed 

they had. loscm in order thf to oppose tlio 

foiends,^^ in Epgland, w ohcyt the iiohlo 

LortbfiW . -indiag -jus ho- jon. ibfby professions 
dw^uidlcf ;nto jobltuy ^ur for f jllow^ers and do^ 
|)eiid;.uV as up^*' the offices procured for them, 

^ the oiijc wpre unfit to be created '? 

''^511. m of new’ly-ti^k-^^ alarrnistS; of super- 

.A-y negotiators^ di' pehsioued pay masters, agents, 
;otumirs:o‘hi3 U!’''' M reiiiarking to us how 

utablo o aas Wn to themselves and how 
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s^}>^^e to their country ? What a contrast, indeed, 
do v^o exhibit! What! in such an hoar as this, at a 
moment pregnant with the national fate,- when, press¬ 
ing as the exigency may be, the bard task of squeezing 
the mouoy from the pockets of the impoyerished people, 
from , the toil, the drudgery of the sluvering poor, must 
make the most practised collector’s heart ache while bo 
tears it from them—can it be, that people of high 
riUAk’, and ;|)rofessing high principles, that they or their 
fainilv^ &uld seek to thrh;|^!)ii the, spoils of miscuy, 
an d hi; ten mu the meals wrested from industrious 
^“rt3;rj^;.(;{m it be, that this should be the case with 
the who state the U 7 i^r^ 0 (^gted peril of 

tha ,the aole cause of tlicfr being found in , 

the minist^ial ranks ? The Constitut' u is in danger, 
religion is ., danger, the very existent vof f he nation 
itself is|trh;i}|‘cred; all personal and - consider¬ 
ations ought ^'’ vanish ; tlie war mii|t be mpported by 
every po^iWe :ertion, and by ever|p# Ife^acriGLce : 
the people mmmurmur at tlieir b dens; it is 
for their sidvati-; their all is at stake- The time 
is come wh^a all \gnpst and disinterested mn should 
rally round the^ w^^ round a sta: ard;—for 

what, ye hone0 aiid men I to '|Ceive, for 

your own private cmolui^ ',,a portion pi very 

taxes wrung from the people pretenc * 

them from the poverty and diktrosb yc 
enemy would inflict, but ^ 

enemy shall be able to aggravate, fth * slim 
Is this a time for selfish iiitri^uos and the; 
traffic for lucre and emobuuu^ it sui. 

honour of a gentleman to; a^k momCc 



' warn 
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Does it become the hom^sty of m to grant t 
Is it iotendod to confirm th# pernicioiis cloctrin^^^ so 
industriously propagated: by many, that all public Tne:ii 
are impostors, and that every poiitidan has his price 1 
or, even where there is no principle in the bosom, 
why does not prudence hint to tlia morcenary and the 
vain to abstain awhile at least, »ud wait, the fittin 
the time 1 Improvident impatience! Kay, even for 
those who seem to have no direct object of office or 
profit, what is the langiiage whicdi their actions 
‘The throne clanger I’’—''we will supvirt ^‘'he 

throne, but. Ict us share the smiles of royalty,—' . th*? 


tor no- 


■ credit afe 
vf^stenx: to,' 
whispers 
. the crisii 


ordpr of noMlity is in danger!—‘T win 
bility/ says V ‘ but my zeal be;much 

greater if I made an earld ‘ Rouse'the mar¬ 
quess ^ 0 ,' exclaims the earl, 

never turnci yttli a more uudaunted'/f^^M^i^ in its 
cause ■ shall proved ‘Stain ribbon 

blue/ crie^ fc ,tlie illustrious knigbt/_!>Bd\:t1iie foun¬ 
tain of ho?' hr W'iil have a fast andservant;’' 
What aib • 3 people to think of our /ih.^e4ty 1—What 
hey'to give to our t Is this 

3 persevered h nothing wliich 
ithat Right aentleman that 

too ' big, that, gigantic, to 

the'lifitie every^-day means of 

.jii Hlefendcd Lord Mornington from the 
.i Wr Sheridan, that he hatl not spoken 
,j,ae*?tJon before the —declaring that the 

, I.ordysiiatI^:r^^^^^ conduct of Frances 

inapue'r'^u v^Jsl:e^.ly. s true, and $o alarming, as 
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ily to fix the aticmtion of tho House and tho’na¬ 
tion/' Mr. Bundas deekred tlmt I^ord Mornington 
had illustrated the propriety of the war “ iii a inaimcr 
noi soon to be forgottca’i/' Mr. Fox, in the debate 
w^hich ensued, concentrated his attention upon Lord 
Morningtpn's speech: ‘M hope that the Hobic Earl,said 
ho, will not,,deem me guilty of any incivility if J say 
that,, on this point, the last few sentences of his speedv 
long and eloquent as it was, were much more to the 
afforded more valuable infonnation thao 
ai^;id'’rost. The I^oblo Lord has declared, in'.explicit 
terrhi \ at while the preseni, or any other Jacobin 
Go&Hment occists in France^ no pTip^sitiom for 
Far: ^0 'niUde or received % ikF Such are his 
reniatkabh Words, from which we learn :|hat while the 


present GoAf;'";rni) 
sible/' Mr*, "a 


uDi^mt exist^s in Franee\,^^:cU.*e v 
“!ox..:tContrasting.;the coddfe' of d 


IS impos- 
the Aine- 


^claimedV 
|reads de- 
in >remain 
'vnfyirtues 


ricans with, of.,the British GWornincrA 

Happy AUicr' ,nsj wliile the whirlwind^ 
solation over quarter of the gdoho 
protected frWh it. baneful effects by^ your 
and the wLdmn 0'>, ;!!jaur|Gpvermacnt'ij •ated from 
Europe by an'feime/ "c ocean, you feci not, be effects, 
of those prej^dlcaW'i^' w^pich < iyert the/ 

boasted seats df Wtq scenes of '’J 

bloodshed! yIv. profit by-tu0‘/WUy and-.m, 
contending iiatijons, and atOrd la p,. . ^ro o. , ;i 
clime an asyiu^ to those. blossingH ana 
they wantonly contemn or wickedly e vcl udo 
bosom I Cultivating tlm arts of peace iid , I 8 tt> 
ence of freedom,; you advance by .mpid snidcii, to 
lence and and, if i,y }■- 
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sbould be compelled to. part in the present 
unhappy contest ; if. you shonld find it necessary to 
avenge Insult or repel injury, the world vrdi bear 
•witness to the equity of j^our sentiments and tbo mo- 
demtioxi of your views/and the success of your arms 
will no doubt be proportioned to the justice of your 

Mr. Pitt warmly defended Lord Mornington s arga- 
irients. He said/“ The speech of his noble friend had 
been styled declamatory ; upon what 
knew not^ except that every effort ol eloquence in 
which the most forcible reasoning was adorned and 
supported by all the powers of langup=ge, w.a^ to be 
branded with the epithet of ReclamationThie divb 
sion which fqllpwed the debate wcis decisiyf • hat fifty- 
seven inembors ivRre found jn favour (f the 'amend- 
Tiicnt to tie address moved by Mr. Fox ' t)jrVo hundi’cd 
and bcvcnty-sovon voted for the vigors u:^^|6secution 
of the wtiil" 

In j French Eev^iuti : Kift.'rically; we 

; must not orniit ‘Oitrminds to^dw too exclusively 
upon the,; rocitiqs and.dark a0euef? /vhiph accompanied 

• that gi’aij tiicl awful event; It u ton'iric hurricane, 
bt is: true vlaich ruined luahv ‘ iRrheen-nd spread 

' disaste iar'; und ; Imt /it purified the 

• political;and, though wc rnay 

' s- imlicd ' aiemwfe'oHts furj| arid look \fith, 

dor.“ jiiccxr- on fchf'places aud ' 

^ ■ ,4ihni''rr« ‘bolts ” W 0 , of tho tiineteeiitli ceii- 
,cea. tbe-W for it.' M. Guizot, mspeakoig, 
br;ni id'iniud, the spirit of fj-fse inpiry which, 
tic p^franjiount feature ot this nas or- 


mtsf/f 
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ciBIy depicted Uhe iastnietive fact ' which was, pi'omi- 
neiitly displayed at that great coiijiinctmtv. I ailhde/' 
the philosophic Statesmayi; to the proof of 
, THE badger, TilB EVIL, THE INVETERATE TIGE OE ABSO- 
LM’E POWHft^ THAT POWDER MAY BE/WHAT¬ 

EVER hamk it may bear, or to whatever jot BI- 
EECTEi), We have already seen the governmont of 
Louis XVI, perish from this sing]f3 cause. The power 
Mdiich succeeded it, the human iiriderstanding, whicii 
wiiis the veritable ruler of the eightconth century, un¬ 
der vtent the same fate ; it possessed an almost absolute . 
power iii |ts ten, and thence derived an overweening 
confidenW ’Ut; Jtsel£ Its outbreak u<as glorious 'dM 
tmofvl* an ' if” 1 were called upon to give an ppinibn 
upon the g. acral operation, I should not hesitate to 
declare , thaf %o Eighteenth century is to me one of 
the greatest ‘as history that, perhaps, which has 
rendered the %s£ ,im^ .%r’idces Bo humanity, 

vAich ha, if glveif. greatest stimulus^'insulting in 
the most unites idv^ncement so tluit, pronouncing 
upon it as a pm 'adim^jistration, if 1 ma\ ':f'^t|owcd 
to use that, exf ^ sboul ,cc|i:alnly''’ 

bo given in its favoi, , nothin, :eh>?';true : .^ 

that the absolute pov/er ^ *'‘’'se.ssod,^at thitA ■ ’ 'f ^ 

human mind, corrupted it a. lecL^;^to' hohPfetem- ' 
porary lacts and opinioriS' chose that' ^ 
were in chief respect, in an ilicgltinK, disdaib, and , 
aversion, which brought it into error ai^ iyr -imv; 

So much of error and tyranny, in ’h 

with the triumph of human reason 
the century, which wo cannot conceal 
nor ought to deny, was ven-’ considerably* 
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suited from the extovagauce iiito wliioh tiio humart 


mind was thrown bj the extent of its power.. It is 
the province and will form, I believe,*^ adds M. Guiaiot, 
"‘ the peculiar merit of our times, to proolam fMt 
hmmi power, be it intelhctml or matsrial veded in 
qournmenis or people, in pjhilo,s()^)hers ' or m 
state, and ex&iied in any cau^^e nihate/ver, hea/i^s iidw- 
rondy a ncdnral vkiousness a^id a principle of weak- 
msB mid abuse which call Imperaimly for the pre- 
scribing fixed limits to its ex&rcise* Thus is only a 
, system of general freedom for all lights, interestsV and 
djinions, their untettored manifestatmii and legalised: 
co-existence, that ca.n restrain each indivjflUal, power or 
ind'ience within its proper limits, prevOht '" 'from in¬ 
fringing upon others, and make the free in¬ 

quiry an actual and general enjoyment.' The conflict 
between Material Absolute Power” an Initellectual 
Power which occurred at the close of ^he eighteenth 

nds this great 




trutb.''V 
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OHAPTEll Y. 


E;irl of INlorniiigton’s Martia^iB.'-^Eady MorniogtoriV Parentage.—Ma¬ 
dame Rjknd the Frenoh .Tit;roine ''-'Al]ti8ioiis to Lady A'lomiugton in 
the Earlk Correfepondenco: Avhile in iiwlia.—Their Separation.—fJer 
Lad yah ip’^ Death,—Her OliiMren,*—.Lord AJaraiQgton’a SpcsecK on iho 
Seditioa^ Meeting's 1705.—Mr. Sheridan ; replies.— Bnr.iiU's?; of 

the India HDiU'd^tr-Lord Motnington: eatoposics a Son^-at the ties'jrc' 
oi' JVlr. Pitt for r.he ])imior given by the Eant Iiniia Cpitipaay to Lord 



On tlie'f.Oti L^r .I^ovcm'bpr, 1794, the Earl of Morn- 
irigtoii v, a4'4a:i; at George's Chureh, Hanover 
Square, to Miidw, 'iselle Fjadtithe Gabiiene .Eolancl, a 
native of ud only daugliter of l^evre Kobtnd 

and of liyacidtiielji i&ielle Dans, of the cityyof Pans. 



nyme, Madame Holand, wLo. was ,‘by 

French Jacobins in the preyidus; jeife* ' aim mg on 
tlie scaffold,—0 Liherty I what crir'ieis at 'OfnltUjh 
in thy name Some have supposed that the k 
of Mornington was the (laughter'of the r^avolntioL 
heroin 0 , and that she was the child to whcvln the nk 
pathetic and affecting of farewells ever ad¬ 

dressed. This, however, was not the casein \ naino. 


■ 19.8 LIFE AisD 

of Matlame Roland, the wife of the Girondist Minister 
of the Interior, was Man on Philipon, not flyacinthe 
Gabriel Ic Daris. Although the contrary has been sug- 
gcstod. Lord and Lady Mornington lived on tei'ms of 
the utinost aflectionatc barinonv till the period of the 
iioblo Lord^s ajvpointment as Governor-Genera). The 
Countess remained in England; but the frequent in¬ 
cidental allusions to her Ladyship in his Lordsliip’s 
correspondence evince a continued anxiety for her 
happiness, and a tender regard for their cbiklreiL 
One bf their sons, *it appears from a letter from Lord 
Auckland to the Marquess Wellesley, was at Eton in 
the year 1800. In December 1812, Hyacinthe Mary, 
their daughter, was married to Mr. Littlot hb/.df Ted- 
(iersley Park, county of Stafford—a gen iomah who, 
(inring the Marquess WelleUe/s vicirby ity Vin 1834, 
filled the office of Chief Secretary (jf Ar :and, and who 
has since been elevated to the peerage s Yikount lla- 
therton. The Marquess and Marchi' <iss of Wellesley, 
after the noble Lord’s return from jLdia, 5’did not live 
long together : they separated, and tppear not to have 
been again reconciled. The Marp ^ohess lived till the 
year 1810, in which xi, at the scat of her 

son-in -law, Mr. Litt. .waiio^dsKire. Her remains 

yvere buried at Peukrh Heir Ladyship had enjoyed 
a separate inco^'' of 4,000/. a year, which at her 
death rever^ th (3 Marquess. Viscountess Hatherton 
md. her ’ y. Wellesley and the Rev. Henry 

^y, M,A., have survived both their parents, the 
f* of whom would have succeeded to the family 
-'■'. if 'he’l mles of the civil and canon law had 
.revailed »-;^nglaiid. 

.jCo Memoirs of MBcluvne Roknd. Paris, 2 vols. Svo. 


cgkhespondenoe of 




mmsrffy 


MARQUfcJSS WELLRSLEi, 


120 



In the debate on the Sedition Meetings Bill, in 
November/1 795, Lord Mornington took a prominent 
part; vehemently deJiouricing the f-ocieties whkli met 
at Coponkagen House, and reading a vaticiy of ex¬ 
tracts from tho violent and disloyal publica.tions which 
at that period inundated the metropolis 

“One passage he thought it necessary to read, as it 
contamed a direct incitement to regicide ; it was a de¬ 
li nidon of a guillotine —* an instmment,' Jis they called 
it, ^of rare invention.’ ‘As it is the custom to deca¬ 
pitate, and not to hang kings, it is proper to have 
this instrument ready, to make death easy to them, 
supposing a necessity of cutting them off. This in¬ 
strument is used only for great malefactors— such as 
kings, bihpps, and prime miuistefs. England' and 
Fiun^ca.kA i liRd their Aguiar turns in executing their 
kings! ' nco did it last,’ &c. And in contusion,” 
added “ Ankarstroem and Daudeiis, 
were held up to the reverenceAif 
Til too, was from a printer— given to the 
public by the loties in the list of pa triolic priut<3rs. 
[' Name ! nariw 'v came from aJl parts of the House;] 
Citken Leet” sa ^ .his Lordship. “What can the 
House now suppose tern of this pacific sys¬ 
tem — ^this bloodless coiUj^, ? ■;¥or would it not. bo 
supposed that, instead of bein^ O.u; [»rodudtion, df an 
Englishman, this foul, ^ost Ipu. "' f — I Heur ' 

— 1 do not say that, if brought for id i}I 

* Ankarstroem was a Swcd^i who nssassinatci CioMtatt.. 
fnat»l;c<l-bjiU. — Damiens, a. native of Artois, stabbed 
stepping into bia Carnage fit Ver^aillca ; the Avoumlj-yrti- si/- hi. 
king recovered. 


the tw&e^, 
mankind| 
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jiidgmont oi a court, it would be deckled to be treasou, 
but 1 will maintain that the heart that littered it was 
the heart of as foul a traitor as ever raised the dagger 
of a paiTicicIe.” 

Air. Sheridan replied to Lord Mornington :—*‘ 'rhe 
noble Lord had been looking for plots with the utmost 
vliligenco, but could find none. AA^ould the House 
decide the most important subject ever committed to 
tlicir consideration, upon vile semps and paitiy passages 
from pamphlets, collected by rummaging old book¬ 
shops, and turning up the dirt of every stall in London?’ 

This was the last occasion upon w'hich Lord Morn¬ 
ington spoke prior to his appointment as Governor* 
General. He appears - to have confined his atteution 
at this time almofdc exclusively to the b^iuess of the 
India Board. , ' ! '. . 

In the last week of October, 1707, an or .eShinment 
wUvS given by the Last India Company to * ^ord Duncan, 
in honour of the vi/^tory of Campert oy ; A-t the re¬ 
quest of Mr. Pitt, Lord Mornington " iposed the fol¬ 
lowing ballad, at Winaffiedon, winch ’ as sung at the 
dinner, and was received with great ith|isiasm by the 
company:— 

■Enrolled in oin- bright ivaii& ]^ a gallant imrac, 

But never British heart eo’'i,c‘eivf a^jetl of priiUiler fame, 

Xo/ifhielfly ouv liberties and Jp^ ,t> gnhrd our i^ovorcign’s crown, 

Tlitoi Oujicau’^ P'’ achieved ut Camperdown. 

Octolicc the el**’ was, hc^spycd'the Dutch ot nine, 

The ,a][ Sesv *• To'hrcuk their close embattled linej^ 

%jir ihve every heart, on that auspicious day, 

^ yf m»‘£i’.C/ry of the past had rowed to wipe away.* 

——---- ^ 

-le Muting'of tho Fleet at the Norc happeawl a short time before 
letory of Cfimpeidown. 




At tln't‘6' o’clock iiint' gallniU ships liod gtruck their colouts proud. 

And three brave Admirals at big feet their vftn(jni«hed had bowed j 

Our Omicau’s British coloui-s streamed all glo) ions to the last. 

For in the battle’s fiercest rage, he nailed them to the mast.* 

Now tnmiiig from the conquered chief® to his victoviens crew, 

Groat Dauean spoke, in conqncat’s pride to heavenly frith still true, 

“ Let uveij man now bond the knee, and here in humble prayer,f 
Give thanks to God, who, in tins fight, has made our cause hip care.” 

Then dn the deck, the noble field of that bright day’s renown, 

Brave Duncan with his gallant crew in tlmukful prayer knelt down, 
And humbly bleBsed his Providence, and hailed his gnardiari power, 
Who valour, strength and skill inspired in that dicad battle’s hour, 

Ttic captive Dtttch the aolemn scene surveyed in silent awe, 

And rued the' day when Holland crouched to France’s impious law ; 
And felt how virtUi', courage, faith unite to form this laud 
For victory, sad power, just rule, and high command. 

The v*ap .the ship that bore his flag to fame, 

Our vefi;., |o^/rvq i^*el;l becornes his gallant vessel’s name, 

BeholdJ thby'e^peak the toil of many a stormy day,!]; 

For fiity^ >vi‘/id8 and w’uves, be holds his daiintlijss way. 

ujbipif 

The 17 ^^' J verBp-s were written at Walmer 
Castle iri^ ^ of Mr. Pitt. They were 

published departure for India, 

in thv^ IStli, 1797. 

They were of tiveaf the time ; fuid in the 

suc«icding r^autiful iranslatioifUccemter tU 
25th. a very I — therib the fvcn 

* This is R fact ^receiveil the swords of the three DiUci., 
t Lord T3uncan ho Venerabh; and imraednitely, in their^^^lf''?^- 
the guarter-deck of prayers. . Tlui scene was most enimatiiig 
ordered his crew to 'Weiiesley. 

fccting.” Note by Naa of ifery noble and venerable nppearnjicc 
; "Lord Duncan dong gimy hair.”—iVo/e T.ord ' 

a fine complexion and ■ ' 
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the pro;sent Earl of Cai’lislo (tiion Lord Morpeth) 
was printed:— 

Ipsa niiili Hortatrix .^celemmque ulxiTinm Mater 
In se prirna suos vertit lympl.ata furores, 
iaictatiirquc diu 8eoum> et oonatibua aegfris 
J'^essa cadit, prciprioque jacot labelketa vcneno. 
iMox tainnn ipsiua riirsum violcntia niorbi 
Eripit urdonteui fur i is, ultroque minautom 
Spnrgcre belia procnl, vastaequo incendia cladis, 

Civiles<pie agitare faces, totmiique per orbem 
SceptsTa super Rcgum et Populoruiii yubdita colla 
Feije pcdcm, et sauctas llegnoruin evertere series. 

A?piv:is ! Ipsa eui baccliatur aangumO Regis, 

Barbaraqnc ostcnlans feralis signa trbmipin, 

Mole gigantcA carnpis, proruanpit apcrtk, 

Sucoessu sciderum, atque iusanis viribvia audax. 

At qua Pcatla atrox japido se turbine vertit, 

Cerais ibi, priscji monun corapage solutji, 

Procubuisse solo civil is ffidura virre, 

Et quodcunque Fidt\s,,quydcuiique babet, ttlbir, rcrnfirD, 
Religio, Pictasque et Ijegum frfEr.a sacrntiixirai ; Apinifr 
Kec spes Pacis adhuc—nccdutn exa aturata^/ 

Effcm Bellat^ix, fusove explcta cnubrc. 1 ige'ns 
Crcscit inextinctus Furor ( Btrp’.v.. oxajstuqv 
Ambitio, imrnanisque iru Vvudiuta rcntlt^ •ua 
Relliquias Boliorum et ddbiio restaati.v R iae.. •; 
i lagitrit excidio, puffidfeque incuiiRRt 
bbia etcnim in mediis Gens . • 

f^ibertttJe proba, et 
faustis 

AiVtiquosque coin mores, ; i) 

Ordine dr^*^ suo, j b 

Sr< i adta furor^eormu. 

Kf eu ■ j 

'd‘ '* Victoria iatis 

T—^ otJt s'dSus extri?mum, tcrrdqnc subar 
Ap' ,;pi(W Oceani r^ecptram foedftverit Hostist^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Sir John Shore resigns the oUtce of Governor-General of India. —Is created 
Lord Teignmoutli. —Mysterious Proceedings relative to the Appoint¬ 
ment of Ills Successor. —Lord Macartney pn^cd over.— The Precen- 
sions of Lord Hobart overlooked.-—Appointment of Marquess Corn- 
vvalpt; announced. — The Appointment rescinded.-—The Earl of Morn- 
ington finally appointed.— Alleged Intrigues examined.—Lord Morn- 
iijgton’s Qualihoations.— Letter of Marquess Oonnvallis. — Mr. Mill’s 
Assertion that Lord Morningtou went out to India unacquainttfd with 
its Affairs — -His Lordship’s Experience at the India Board,., his constant 
Ooiniunmcation with Mr. Dundas, Marquess Oornwallis, <5kc.— Arrives 
at the Cape,—Is received most cordially by Lord Macartney.—The 
Embassy to. Cliina. —Wars of Ilydcr Ali.— Letter and Latin Verses 
of Lord Macartney. — Lord Mornington meets at the Cape Lord Ho- 
hart and General Buird. —Conversations with them on the State of 
India.—Meqtti by acci^^ent Major Kirkpatrick, late Resident at the 
Court of HyderahaJ; (/:, 0 ^^^ Nizam, Souhadahr of the Deccan).— 

Institutes ar» Inq ''ry into the state of the Fnmch Force in tfic service 
of the fangCr to British Interests from the Presence of 

French dfKcets,^^ in the Armies of the Native Pnnees, 

—Lord Mornin|ifefn^ while at the Cape, addresses Mr. Dundas on 
the French Forces efeploytvJ hy Nizairi, Tippoo Sultau^t, &c., &-c. 
—Thorough Knowledge of tlie Ecifitic^of India therein'exliihite<l. — 
Obsorvatlops on Mr. ^rdection^ Lord Mornington.— ^His 

Lordship records liis Of)inion the ^'real value of,tlm Colony of 
the Cape of Good Hope to Gre^at —Saik iron: the Cape. 

EAKTiT in the year 1797, Sir John' Shore ^ 
the office of GGYernor-Geiieral of India, in j’ 
beginning of 179S, sailed for England; hav^iig^jl 2 ll 
fened the Government to Sir Alured Glarke, th. 
mander-in-chief %' the Forces, and Vied-Pv^ii^^ 





the Council. Sir John Shore was the eldest sou ot 
John S!>ore, Esq. of Melton in the county of Suffo'k. In 
early life he proceeded to India as a writer, and rose 
by the force of his own efforts, till at length he 
attained tiie high dignity of Governor-Goueral—the 
powers of which office have been well said to partake 
of the cliaracter of those of an independent sovereign.*- 
In 1792 he succeeded Lord Cornwallis, and waa 
created a Baronet; ho was subsequently created an 
Irish Peer with the title of Baron Teignniouth. 

A degree of mystery hung over the appointraeuts of 
several of the Governors-General prior to 1797. After 
the return of Mr. Warren Hastings, Lord Macartney was 
appointed to the office : the commission had passed the 
, Great Seal of the Company; but from some cause, 
vnever very satisfactorily explained, his Lordship was 
^sufterseJed before he entered on his oIBcial duties, and 
the Marqaes.s Cornwallis )>ecame Governo7>General. 
^It was generally supposed that Lpi’^ Hobart, who had 
gained some tdot by the promptitude - viaced hy him 
in the seizure of the Dutch settlement;; iff (leylon, &o. 
as soon as he received intelligence of i'ho coimuen«^e- 
inent of hostilities between Holland and England, 
would have succeeded Lortl .-Cornwallis,—his Lordship 
having actually been nominated as his succes¬ 

sor on the 24th of Dei.^,^M'.‘.r 1793. As we have seen, 
however, a dvil sarvantdCthe Company, recommended 
by his infciinate knowledge of the rcweime system, (flir 
' Shoro,)i was preffirred to him: it was said that,enjoy- 

lUe Opinion of E. Eiokr, Esq., of Lincoln’s-inu Fk-Wa, oii a 
1o Ima as to the Legality of Major-Clencral Wi;i.i.Esi,KY'tt 
jiiH ■ ’i.h i's Ills Brother in 1803 j voi, ii. 



ing liouoiirable and affluent prospects at home, and 
fulfilling an office of high dignity and trust, Lord 
Hobart woidd not have left England for less than an 
assurance that the highest place in India was reserved 
for him: tliis perhaps was true; but the reasons 
which induced the authorities in Leadenhall-street and 
Howning-street to disappoint his Lordship’s expecta¬ 
tions, must be sought for in the motives which dictated 
his recal from the (lovernment of Madras. On the 
resignation of Sir John Shore, Lord Cornwallis was 
nominated a second time to the offices of Covernor- 
Genoral and Commander-in-chief! Under the circum¬ 
stances, the appointment was considered an extraordi¬ 
nary one, and it of course gave rise to much specula¬ 
tion and conjecture among political circles at the time. 
What tended to render the matter still more myste¬ 
rious was, that the Marquess Cornwallis did not act 
upon the commission which he had received. After an 
interval of doubt, and (according to those virtuous 
critics M'ho are accustomed to draw unfavouiable in¬ 
ferences from any fluctuations of counsel in cabinets) 
of “ministerial intrigue,” it was announced by the 
Directors, “ that various circumstances bad induced the 
Marquess Cornwallis to rorign |iis appointmentsand 
that “under circumstances . for reasons of a pecu¬ 
liar nature,” the Earl of Anliraungtou had been ap¬ 
pointed Governor-General. The truth appears to he th is: 
Lord Teignraouth was desirous of enjoying his newly- 
acquired honours at home; Lord Hobart, wbo ha:' 
been involved in some unpleasant altercations with-H 
Hupremo Governraont and the Court of.DirectOfg)'^'^' 
not an acceptable person to the Company; 4 

'I 


H-' ’ 
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Mi’, Pitt and Mr. Duada,') clearly saw that the exigeu- 
eiea of the times required greater energies than Lord 
Cornwallis was then capable of bringing to bear en the 
Government of India.* 

Lord Mornington ’was appointed Governor-General 
of India on. tlm 4th of October, 17.97; and, Laving 
been raised to the dignity of a peer of Great Britsiiu, 
with the title of Baron Welle.sley, Earl of Mornington 
in the peerage of Ireland, sailed from England 6n the 
7th of November following. It has been asserted 
by Mr. Mill, that his Lordship “ had possessed hut 
little time for acquainting himself •with the compli¬ 
cated adivii’S of India, when all his attention was at¬ 
tracted to a particular point.” But little time for ac¬ 
quainting himself !—No assertion could possibly haAv 
been more groundless. Lord Mornington had been an 
active and indefatigable member of the Board of Con¬ 
trol from 1794 to the time of Ids being sworn as 
Governoi’-General; he had acquired a thorough know¬ 
ledge of all the details of the Indian Government, 
under the able direction of Mr. Dundas (afterwards 
liOrd Melville.) Every document connected with our 
Indian empire during that eventful period, must have 
come under his observation : he was on terms of inti- 

* In a letter writfon byfLoi'ti to the Earl of Mornington, 

dated, Dublin Castle, Marcli 1798, his Lordship say.s ; << My dear 
Lord —3 little tliought when we parted, tliat my first letter to you would 
have been dated from this pTace ,* but iny evil stars have deterufiiicd that 
1 MOYcr vdvould enjoy quiet or comfort, and after relieving rne fiorr, what 
then fhongbl a painful task (a secontl embarkation to India), liavc 
’‘ivon me into a situation ten times more arduous, and in every rtspect 
01 V intolerable.” It i painful to reflect that this aged nubknnnn was 
hioed again to go oin to India in 1805,—there to sink under his 

imnilatcd caio8 and iufiunities. 
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inacy with Marquesa Cornwallis; and as a inenAer of 
the Crovemraent in 17.93, had neoesaaiilT acquainted 
himself with the whole case of India, so frequently 
discussed on the renewal of the Company’s charter in 
that year. It is quite obvious, that Lord Mornlngton 
possessed unusual facilities for gaining an intimate 
knowledge of the empire that it -was his destiny to 
rule over; and it was owing to the rare combination 
of talents of the first order with thorough information 
as to the condition of India, that Mr, Pitt and his 
colleagues reposed such entire confidence in his Lord- 
ship. 

Lord Mornington arrived at tlie Cape of Good Hope 
in the month of Febniary, 1798, .and had the good 
fortune to meet there some persons peculiarly well 
able to afford him an insight into the affairs of India. 
Lord Macartney,, who had filled the office of Governor 
of Madras during the second war of Hyder Ali, atid 
who had himself been nominated to the post of Go¬ 
vernor-General, was at this time at the head of the 
Government at the Gape, and received Lord Mornington 
with the utmost friendship and hospitality.'^*^ Lord 
Hobart, wlio had just been recalled from the Govern¬ 
ment of Madras, was th^n also at the Cape of Good 
Hope on his return from India ; and the gallant Major- 
General David Baird, who haff been a captive in the 
dungeons of Seringapatarn, and a victim of the relentless 
liatred of Tippot) Sultaun to the English, had iirrived 
but a few weeks pwiviously at that settlement. Lord 

• in a letter written from his seat in Irelnml to the ivtarquo; s Wel¬ 
lesley, Ijord Macartney (whose celebrated embassy to rekin, in 170)5, 
will not be forgotten by the reader) sends the Oovcrnor-GoutTal a spe- 
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Moraingtou vim oxtremely anxious to obta'n frotu Qe- 
nera! Rami wliatever information he could with respect 
to the state of India ),to quitted it; and General 
Baird, with his characteristic openness, gave his Ex¬ 
cellency all the details of which he was in possession, 
as well as his views and opinions upon the facts and 
circumstances connected with them.* What the tenor 
of Baird’s observations respecting Tippoo Sultixun was, 
may be gathered from a letter written by him, the 
29th of August, 1797, fi’om Wallajahbad to Oener-al 
Gordon, in which he communicates the fact that Tippoo 
had collected a very large army and seventy pieces of 
artillery in the neighbourhood of Scringapatam; add¬ 
ing, “ It is reported that he expects to be supported 
from Franco.” 

While the Governor-General was at the Cape of Good 
Hope, the ship llmghton touched there, on her way 

ciiacti of his I,otin composition : “ I have placed,” says Lord Macartuey, 

“ an inwription over iny gateway, wliich, if yon tvill nllov me tlio authority 
of Aiisonius for the quantity of one adverb QBd), I will Venture to .sub- 
rait to the rigour of your prostxly:— 


Sub Libortate Quieti, 

11 os avjtos ngroB, has tedes auctas et ornatas, 


I). D. IX 


GEORortJS Comes br Ma.cartney, 

In patviani redin:, /nno Ealuti*», 1800. 

Erin nos gcuuit, vi li^ hob g4friea, Gangetn 
HnusimiiB, Euro]; toque plagas fere visiinus ornnes, 
Nee latiiit lepro i*rnnum patefacta Colutnbo, 
Sinariun lic’Uit dextram tetigisse Tyranui, 

Tartaricos monies, murum ct transceiiderc magniun, 
Turbidnque impa\idi tcntaviinus alia Pocliolee. 
Casibus et variis acti ternlque maiiqxie 
bififtiimis hie tandem, atquo kres voncrainur Avorum, 


♦ Hook. 
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from Calcutta. She haJ on board a packet, addressed 
to tlie iSecret Committee of the Court ot Directors, 
With his characteristic decision, Lord Morningion re¬ 
solved to open this packet, in order to gain early iu- 
tdligenco of tlie actual state of things in the Peninsula. 
“I had learnV’ observes his Lordship, in his dispatch 
to the Secret Committee, explaining the circumstance, 
“ by vague reports, the outline of the grave events 
whicli liave ]iax)j)ened in Oude—the apprehensions en¬ 
tertained of the return of Zemaun Shah towards tlm 
frontiers of that province, the several movements ot 
Tippoo Sultaun, and the sudden .suspensioa ot the 
expeditiorx embarked for the attack of Manilla. It 
appeared to me,” adds his Lordship, “ on every ground 
to be an indispensable article of my duty to obtain 
as speedily as pos.sible the mo.st authentic account of 
events so deeply affecting the interests committed to 
my charge, and of which any false impression might 
render me less equal to the execution of my jiublic 
trust,” In addition to all these facts, which tend to 
negative the stiitement of Mr. Mill—that wheti Lord 
Morniugton entered upon tlio duties of government, ho 
was possessed of but little information on the com- 
])licatod affairs of India—-we inu.st not overlook the 
circumstance that his brother, Colonel Arthur Wel- 
leslej^ who had joined his regiment at the Cape, in 
September, 1796, had been a year and three months 
in India prior to Lord Moruington’s arrival, and had 
no doubt communicated tlie residt of his observations 
made in Bengal and Madras to his Lordship, 

By accident, also, Lord Mornington found at the 
Cajm Major Kirkpatrick, lately Resident at the Court 
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of Hyderabad, and formerly at the Court of Scindiah,* 
an intelligent officer, who had repaired to the Cape 
on account of hia health, which had been affected by 
the clirnato of India, To Major Kirkpatrick the Go- 
vernor-Qeueral proposed a number of queries respect¬ 
ing the European officers, and the corps commanded 
by them, in the seiwice of the Nizam.t The.se queries 
and the report of Major Kirkpatrick, are printed at 
length, with one or two omissions that .shall be ad¬ 
verted to hereafter, in his Lordshijfs dispatche.s : they 
bear internal evidence of Lord Mornington’s industry 
and zeal in acquiring information upon all the details 
of Indian affairs. It is, perhaps, not too much to 
.say, that if Mr, Alill had had the advantage of perusing 
the reiuavkablo letter written from the Cape of Good 
Hope in Eehruary, to Loi’d Melville,| he would 
have retracted the a.spersioii3 cast upon Lord Morn- 
ington in Ids great, but somewhat prejudiced. History 
of India. That letter has been aptly described as a .state 
paper, wldcli will bear a compaiison with any in the 
world for sound and enlarged views’ of complicated 
politics.§ An extract from this document is abso¬ 
lutely necessary to an accurate knowledge of the state 
of India in 1708. A perusal of it will enable the 
reader to see at a glance the immense, amount of 
French influence then at work to disturb the Briti.sh 

■* Scimlinli was the family name of a jjrcat Muhrntta Chiel^ .Tagliiredar 
of the empire, hut afterwards independent. His territory was in Malv.ah 
nnd his capital Oiigi’in. 

t Nizam is the name given to the Boubuhdar of the Deccan, reigning 
over a laigc portion of territory between the Wurtla^ Gotlavery and 
Kistna Rivers. Ria capita] is Hyderabad. 

X VVellesloy Despatchea, vol. i. § Alison, 
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i.utorests in the East, an4 to estimate the importance 
of effecting instantanoonsly the destruction of the 
French subsidiary force at Hyderabad, and the restora¬ 
tion of .Brithsii influence at the Court of the Nizam, and 
in the Mahratta empire. This letter was addressed 
from the Cape of Good Hope, 23rd of February, 1798, 
to the President of the Board of Control:— 

“ It appears that the Nizam had recently, at different • 
ixjriods, retained in his service, exclusive of our de¬ 
tachment, three distinct corf is of sepoys, under the 
command of European or American officers : one com¬ 
manded by a Frenchman named Raymond, another by 
an American of the name of Boyd, and a third by 
an Irish man of-the name of Finglass, for some time a 
quarter-master in the 19th regiment of dragoons. 

“ The corps of Boyd and Finglass were taken into 
the service of the Nizam during the residence of Azim 
id Ornra at Poonah, at the suggestion of our Resident 
at that Court, acting under the .sanction of the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal. Thus measure was taken by our 
Resident, and by that Government, principally with 
a view of forming a counterpoise to the corps of 
Raymond. Boyd’s corps consisted of about 1800 
men ; it is no longer in the service of the Nizam, and 
has probably passed into that of the Mahrattas. Fin- 
glass’s corps still remain-s at Hyderabad, hut consists 
of only one battalion of about 800 men. Both these 
corp.s appeared to be well affected to our intenists, as 
may be judged by their willingness to assist our de¬ 
tachment in repeUing an expected attack from the 
corps of Raymond. The coips of Raymond had been 
in the service of the Nizam before the last war with 





Tippoo Siiltami, and ia 3 792 its strength was not 
nioro than 1500 men, at the liighcst estimation at 
the liattle of Kluirdlah, in 1795, its strength amounted 
to no less than 11.000 men ; it now consists of 10,000 
men, and the order has actually been given for aug¬ 
menting it to the iiumher of 14,000 men. Attached 
to this corps is a train of artillery of about thirty field 
pieces, and a troop of eighty native dragoons. The 
discipline of the corps does not appear to be by any 
means good, and accordingly it has never yet ren¬ 
dered any distinguished service in the field. The pay 
of the corps is now secured by the assigmaent of a 
large district of country, part of which borders the 
Carnatic; at this particular station is a fortified 
post, and constant communication is maintained be¬ 
tween it and the port of Narpilly, as well as -with Ongole 
and other parts of the territories of the Company, and 
of the Nabob of Arcot. The corps is recruited, in the 
proportion of one-third of its total numbers, from our 
territories, and from those ot the Nabob of Arcot, and 
partly from deserters abandoning onr service. The 
chief officers are Frenchmen, of the most virulent and 
notorious principles of Jacobinism; and the whole 
corps constitutes an armed French party, of great 
zeal, diligence, and activity. The efforts of this party 
are continually directed to the object ol magnifying 
the power, resources, and success of France in the eyes 
of the Court of Hyderabad, and of depreciating the 
chmmcter, force, and credit of Great Britain by every 
possible means. 

“The detachment of this corps stationed on onr 
frontier has been very assiduous with great success in 
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seclucing froni their <iutv nnr Sepoys qiiartered in the 
neighbourhood—a considerable desertion lately took 
place in one of our native regiments on its march 
from Masul'patam to tlie southward, and many of the 
deserter’s on that occasion are to be found in liay- 
mond’s corjjs. No positive proof has yet appeared of a 
direct correspondence between the leaders of this corps 
and the French Government, but it seems to loe un¬ 
questionably certain that tliey coramunicato with 
Tippoo Sultaun, and with the French corps in his 
sendee. TVliatcver may be the distdpiine or military 
skill of this corps, it now forms by far the most consi¬ 
derable part of the Nizam’,s military establishment. 
In this corps consists the main strength of the army of 
our ally ; and it possesses the influence which usually 
belongs to an army in the councils of the native 
princes of India. This influence seems to have 
alarmed Azim ul Omra, the first minister of the Ni¬ 
zam ; neither the origin nor the sub.sequcnt augmenta¬ 
tions of this corps appear to have been at all connected 
with any hostile dispositions iii the Court of Hyderabad 
towards the British interests. The institution of tim 
coips proceeded from an admiration of tlie succes.sful 
policy of Mahdajee Scindiab, and the subsequent aug¬ 
mentation was directed principally if not solely 
against the Mahrattas. There is reason to believe that 
the orders lately given for a further increase of the 
corps to the number of 14,000 men, arose from a de¬ 
sire in the mind of Azim ul Omra of drawing us into 
a more intimate connection with the Nizam, by excit¬ 
ing our jealousy of the growing influence of the French 
party at Hyderabad. 



Such is the state of the leadmg facts coniTinnucated 
by Major Kirkpatrick. The result in my mind is a 
decided opinion that the continuance, and still more 
the foi'ther growth of tlio corps of Raymond ought to 
bejiprerented by every means ■within our power, con¬ 
sistent with the respect due to the Court of Hyderabad, 
and ■with the general principles of moderation and 
^ justice, which ought to form the rule of our conduct in 
India. The dangers to he apprehended from the exis¬ 
tence of this corps, are not to be estimated by a 
consideration of its actual state of discipline, or even 
of its actual numbers, or degi'ee of present influence 
over the councils of the Nizam. I consider it as the 
basis of a Frencli party in India, on which, according 
to the opportunities of fortune and the variation of 
events, the activity of the enemy may found a strength 
of the most formidable kind either in peace or -war’. 
If we are to look to the settlement of peace ; can it be 
possible to provide a more ready channel for the intii- 
gues of France, than would he offered by the existence 
of a body of 10,000 men, united by military discipline 
and stcationed in the dominions of one of our principal 
allies, and on the borders of our own \ If the Avar is to 
continue in Europe without extending to the continent 
of India in the first instance, the danger of French in¬ 
trigue acting with such an instrument as I have de¬ 
scribed. would be greatly aggravated. But it the war 
.should extend to the continent of India, and if we 
should be under the nece.ssity of calling forth the 
strength of our allies to assist us in any contest with 
Tippoo, what assistance could we expect from the 
Nizam, the main body of whose army would be officered 
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bj Frenchmen, or the agents of France, and the con'e- 
spondeiits of Tippoo himself. Li such a situation it 
would be difficult to determine whether om’ danger 
would 1)6 greater from an entire desertion of our cause 
by the Court of Hyderabad, or from our acceptapigfi of 
the only species of support wldch its military force 
could offer us in the field. But I confess I carry my 
opinion upon this subject still farther. I have nci* 
doubt that the natural effect of the unchecked and 
rapid growth of such a party at the Court of one of 
our principal allies must bo in a very short period to 
detach that Court entirely from our interests, and 
finally to fix it in those of our enemies, to subject its 
councils to their control, and its military establish¬ 
ments to their direction. However despicable the 
corps of llaymond may now be in point of discipline 
or effect in the field, would it be wise to leave such a 
large body of men in readiness to receive whatever im¬ 
provements the ability, assiduity and zeal of the 
French officers, sent from Europe for that express pur¬ 
pose, might introduce into the constitution of a corps, 
so prepared by correspondent principles and ol)jects 
to meet the most sanguine expectations of their new 
leaders 1 Under these circumstances, the corps which 
perhaps now has little more officioncy than that of a 
political party, might soon become, in the hands of our 
enemy, as oflioieut a military force, as it is now in that 
view wholly useless, either to the Kizam or to us. I 
desire to add one more consideration ; must not the 
continuance cf such a corps iu the service of an ally 
tend to raise the hopes of Tippoo, and in the .same pro- 
ixation to disparage us in the eyes of all the native 
von. i. 
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princes of India,'? Tliat it has tended to encoiimge 
Tippoo I have no doubt, and ids correspondence witii 
the leaders of the corps will sufficiently show i n ivhat 
light he views them. Perhaps I have dwelt too long 
on this part of tho subject, where the proof of tlie weak 
policy of .suffering such an evil as I have described to 
increase without check or disturbance, seems to rocpiire 
ho labour of argument.” ^ ^ 

-'iji/' The fourth proposition contained in Major Kirkpa- 
tiick’s paper, is that to which I wish to call youi most 
particular attention. The desire oi the Court of Hyder¬ 
abad to obtain from us an increase of our detachment 
now serving the Nizam, and also a.n extemsiou of the 
power of employing the force funiislied by us, has ap¬ 
peared on several occ-asions, and you will find allusions 
to this disposition in tho last secret dispatches from 
Bengal. 'I’here seems to be no objection to the first 
part of thi.s proposition, provided our consent to it 
.shall secure to us equivalent concessions on the part 
fe of^the Nizam. In another letter, which I shall forward 
I t6 you, on the general subject of the political state of 
India in the present moment, you will find my reasons 
for entertaining an opinion that it would be a wise policy 
for us to check by timely aid tho rapid declension of 
the Nizam’s weight among the powers of liindostan. 

T’his could bo done in no manner so effectual or unob- 
jecti'-'nable as by furnishing him with a’’^arp increase 
of OUT force now in his pay ; the pay ot tho aug¬ 
mented force to be secured in the manner b^|;\calcu ■ 
lated to prevent future discussion and embarrassment. 

Ill granting this force to the Nizam, we ought not 
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only to fltipulato for the disbanding of Raymond’s 
corps, but we ought to take care that the officers 
should be immediately sent out of India. There are, 
perhaps, otlier points which, on this occasion, might 
be obtained from the Court of Hyderabad. The great 
difficulty which would obstruct such .an arr,augement 
would be, that the Nizam would probably be unwilling 
to part with Raymond’s corps, which he has the power 
of employing against any enemy, unless he could ob- 
tian powers equally extensive with respect to the em¬ 
ployment of any force furnished by us. You are 
aware that the British detachment now in the pay of 
the Nizam is not only re.stricted from acting against 
the Mahrattas in any possible case, but also from act¬ 
ing against certain Polygars, tributary both to the 
Mahrattas and to tho Nizam,—and even from passing, 
without a formal permission, certain parts of the Mah- 
ratta territory which are intermixed with the domin¬ 
ions of the Nizam. The object of the Court of Hyder¬ 
abad would of course be, to obtain our guarantee of 
its pos.sessiou genemlly against the Mahrattas, accogi- 
panied with the assistance of a large force, to be em¬ 
ployed with the same extensive powers as now apply to 
the corps of Raymond. For this object, I have little 
doubt that the Nizam would .sacrifice tho whole French 
party at his court, and even the peiscush now paid 
by us on account of the northern Oircars.t But such, 
an alteration Iff our connection with the Nizam would 
naturally raise tho jealousy of the Mahratta powers, 
and might involve us in discussions of a very di.sagree- 


* Tributi;, fine, quit-rent on the stipulated revpnuc. 
t Circar h-re means government. 
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able nature, if rot in a war witli them. The resultv 
therefore, of this view of the subject would lead us to 
inquire whether some arrmigement might not be 
framed, founded on a modification of the views of 
the .Court of Hyderabad, and comprehending certain 
favourite objects of the Mahratta States, which, while 
it secured for us the destruction of the French party 
at Hyderabad, should tend to restore to the Nizam his 
due weight among the Indian powers, without excit¬ 
ing the animosity of the Mahrattas against the British 
Government. 

It appctars to me that the only effectual mode of 
eradicating the French party at Hyderabad, would be 
to furnisli to the Nizam such a force as should be just 
equivalent to Raymond s corps j considering the supe¬ 
rior discipline of o^r sepoys, I believe that 3000 men 
under British command, not only would be, bat would 
he deemed by the Court of Hyderabad, a force fully 
oqiuil to that of Raymond in its present state. The 
instruction b)^ which our detachment is prevented from 
acting as the troops of the Mahrattas and of the Nizam 
now act against the Polygars, who pay joint tribute to 
the two powers, might probably be removed by a lull 
previous explanation with the Mahrattas; as that re¬ 
striction does not appear to be founded on any solid 
principle, nor could the removal of it open the way to 
any real inconvenience or danger to the interests of 
the Mahratta State. 

“ The power of mutually passing their intermixed 
boundaries is now constantly exercised by the troops, 
both of the Mahrattas and of the Nizam ; and there is no 
reason to suppose that a formal };)erinission would have 
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beea refused to our detachtnont for the same purpose, 
bad it ever been demanded. But the Nizam never 
would allow any application to be made for a permis¬ 
sion to do that which lie held to be his right, and 
which was constantly done without question both by 
his own army and by that of Poonah. It is very im¬ 
probable that we should find great difficulty in engag¬ 
ing the Mahrattas to place our detachment, in this re- 
s[>ect, on a footing with the other branches of the Ni¬ 
zam’s military force, and with thcii own; nor can I 
foresee any tenable ground of argument on which this 
point could be maintained against us. 

“ The settlement of these two points only, would, I 
understand, be considered as a great acquisition by the 
Nizam, and would go a great way towards inducing 
him to substitute a British force in the room of Bay- 
raond’s corps. 

“ Tlie third point is of mucli more importance, and 
of much greater delicacy and danger; I speak of the 
desire of the Court of Hyderabad to obtain our gua¬ 
rantee of their possessions against the Mahrattas as 
well as against Tippoo, together with a right of employ¬ 
ing defensively the troops furnished by us against the 
former, as well as against the latter of these powers. 
This point, perhaps, might bo reconciled with the in¬ 
terests of the Mahratta.s, if it were thought prudent to 
enter into similar engagements with them, or, in other 
words, to guarantee their possessions against any at¬ 
tack from the Nizam. The effect of such an engage¬ 
ment with both powers would be to place us in the 
situation of arbitrators between themand perhaps 
their mutual apprehensions of our interposition in the 
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case of any aggression on either side, might tend to 
restrain the resentment and ambition of both. In 
this view, such a system of treaty with the Mahiattas 
and with the Nizam, so far from being liable to the 
objection of an undue interference in the disputes of 
the native powers of India, or of that description of 
offioionsness and intriguing spirit which tends to fo¬ 
ment divisions, and to occasion war, might be deemed 
the best security for the maintenance of the peace of 
India, as well as the strongest pledge of our disposition 
to preserve it from disturbance. It would also tend 
to prc.serve unimpaired the strength and resources of 
the two powers on whose co-operation we must de¬ 
pend for assistance against any future attempt on the 
part of Tippoo ; it cannot be a wise policy to suffer the 
Nizam and the Mahrattas to weaken themselves by 
lepeatod contests, while Tippoo remains at rest; and 
any measure deseiw-es attention, tlie tendency of which 
is to restore to the Mahrattas and to the Nizam their 
relative consideration and power as they stood at the 
conclusion of the treaty of Seringajiatom. 

“ Yon wiU find by the last secret dispatches from 
India, that some opening has been given for our arbi¬ 
tration in settling the disputes between the several 
Mahraita chiefs, and that the Government of Bengal 
ha.s agreed to undertake the mediation proposed, under 
the condition of a previous formal agreement, signed by , 
all the parties, binding themselves to accept our award 
as final and conclusive upon their respective claims. If 
any such proceeding .should take place, it will give a 
natural opening to such further engagements as may 
appear advisable. 
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“The same dispatches will inform you of the anxiety 
of the Mahrattas to obtain our a^'reement to a general 
defensive trfjaty against Zeniaun Shah. The Govern¬ 
ment of Bengd have postponed the consideration of 
this proposition to a period of time which, T confess, I 
should think the most unfavourable for the examin¬ 
ation of this difficult question, and still more unsea¬ 
sonable for the negotiation of a treaty with such a 
power as the Mahratta States; this period of time is 
no other than the inornent when Zemaun Siiah shall 
again approach the frontiers of Ilindostan. Without 
giving any decisive opinion on the wisdom of entering 
into the treaty proposed, I shall certainly think it my 
duty, upon my arrival in India, to proceed without the 
delay of one moment to the examination and decision 
of tiio proposal made by the Mahrattas : if it should 
appear expedient to engage with them in a <lefensive 
sy,stem against the threatened invasion of Zemaun 
Shah, there is no doubt tliat such a measure would 
tend greatly to reconcile to them any propositions 
which we might wish to offer with respect to the 
arrangements at the Court of Hyderabad. 

“The inclination of my opinion at present rather 
leads mo to think that a general defensive alliance 
between all the existing powers of Ilindostan (Tippoo 
perhaps alone excepted) against the expected invasion 
of Zemaun Shah, would not only be the l)est security 
against the success of such an invasion, if attempterl, 
but might have the effect of deterring that Prince from 
an undertaking which must cud in his own disappoint¬ 
ment and ruin, if our Government in India and our 
allies do not neglect to make seasonable preparations 
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of defence. If a treaty can be formed at an early pe¬ 
riod, so as to unite the Mahratta powers with us in a 
cordial and systematic plan of vigorous opposition to 
the supposed projects of Zemaun Shah, without bind¬ 
ing us to advance farther from our own frontiers than 
the real exigency of the case may appear to demand 
upon his approach, I should think such a treaty a 
solid acquisition of strength in the present critical 
situation of India. You will ol)serve from this detail, 
that I consider the fourtli measure suggested by Major 
Kirkpatrick to bo the only one from which it i.s rea¬ 
sonable to hope that the effectual destruction of the 
French army at Hyderabad can be accomplmhed; but 
that 1 view that measure as connected with consider¬ 
ations of the most .';crious iraturc, and involving con¬ 
sequences of the utmost delicacy and importance. 1 
have laid before you the whole train of my thoughts 
on tliis subject, as I shall think it my duty to do on 
every question affecting those interests which I know 
to be not only highly valuable in your estimation, but 
the nio,st particular and anxious objects of your unre¬ 
mitting solicitude and care. I will conclude this long 
letter by stating the precise questions on which I wish 
to rrx^aive your instructions, and by submitting to you 
the plan of measures which I purpose to pursue with 
relation to this subject in the interval which must 
elapse before I can receive your opinion. 

“ In the first place, I wisli to he informed whether 
you think a closer connection than at present subsists 
between us and the Nizam advisable for our interests 
on goncmil grounds, provided such a change of our 





engagomonts with the Nizam can be rendered ac- 
(^eptable to the MiUirattas. 

“ Secondly : Whether you would approve of our en¬ 
tering into treaties with both the Mahrattas and the 
Nizam, guaranteeing the dominions of each power re¬ 
spectively against the aggression of the other. 

“ Thirdly : Whether you would approve of our taking 
measures for acting in concert with Azim ul Omrn in 
support of the succession of Secunder Jah, the eldest 
son of the Nizam ? whether we should endeavour to 
obtain the co-operation of the Mahrattas in securing 
this succession ? and what should be our conduct, if 
tbo Mahrattas should differ from us in the choice of 
the succossor to the Nizam 1 

“ Fourthly : W’^hether you would approve of a general 
defensive teaty against any invasion from Zeiuaun 
Shah, and what limitations would you propose to the 
powers wdiich the other allies might require of employ¬ 
ing our troops beyond our own frontiers ? 

“You will observe that the determination of all these 
questions is necessary, in my viev/ of the subject, in 
order to enable me to carry into effect the only mea¬ 
sure wluch I can rely upon as a sufficient check to the 
growth of the French interest at the Court of Hyder¬ 
abad, and jis a permanent barrier against aiiy future 
revival of that interest in the same quarter. 

“But T am aware that I ainnot receive your opinions 
for a long time. In that interval circumstances may 
compel me to decide some of those important questions 
upon my own judgment; my wish however is, to re¬ 
serve them all for yours ; and with this view, I propose 
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to pursue a system of measures whiGh, while it shall 
leave all the most delicate parts of the situation of 
aHiiirs in India open to yonr decision, shall tend to 
check, in some degree, the progress of the Prench party 
at Hyderabad, and to ftirnish me with such materials 
as shall enable me to form a competent opinion of the 
effects to bo expected from any decision of the point 
reserved for your judgment- 

“ I propose to direct the Resident at Hyderabad to 
suffer no augmentation of Raymond’s corps to take 
place, if it can be prevented by the strongest and most 
pointed representations. This step may probably 
check the increase of the corps, although from this 
stop alone I cannot hope for its final annihilation. 

“ I moan also to direct that any proposal from the 
Nizam’s ministers for an increase of our detachment 
shall be favourably received, and I shall increase the 
detachment accordingly, on the first practicable occa¬ 
sion ; but I shall stipulate that for evei'y man we 
grant, there shall be a proportional reduction made in 
Raymond’s corps. This proportion shall be calcu¬ 
lated ui)on the relative estimation of our sepoys (in 
the opinion of the ministers of the Nizam them¬ 
selves) when compared ^7ith Raymond’s corps ; and I 
believe, that on this ground, I shall not fitxJ it difficult 
to contend that a reduction of 3000 men should be 
made for everj' 1000 men granted by tis. In reducing 
the army of Raymond, I shall endeavour, in the first 
instance, to disband the roost obnoxious and dangerous 
officers with their corps. I have reason to believe 
that I may be able to effect this species of partial re¬ 
duction of Raymond’s corps without entei'ing upon 
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any of the diflicult points involved in the general 
questions stated in the letter. In the nicanwhile, 
however, I shall direct the Resident at Poonah, and 
with Scindiah, to ascertain as speedily as possible the 
views and dispositions of those powers with respect to 
the same points, and especially with respect to any 
alteration of our connection with the Nizam, to his 
eventual successor, and to the proposed defensive en¬ 
gagements against Zemaun Shah, 

“In submitting the whole of this extensive subject to 
your consideration, I have been obliged to leave many 
parts of it open to doubt, for want of the information 
which may bo expected from the Residents with Scin- 
diah, and at Poonah ; I believe, however, that it will not 
be difficult for you to answer the questions which I 
have proposed, fonning your answers in such a manner 
as may admit of any variation of opinion, which the 
information from those Courts may require. 

“The state of the military establishments of the 
Mahratta powers did not properly come under Major 
Kirkpatrick’s view; aud I propose to transmit to the 
Residents at Poonah, aud with Scindiah, a copy of my 
questions to Major Kirkpatrick,’ ’with such alterations 
as the several cases may require, in order to obtain for 
you a full statement of the corps disciplined by Euro¬ 
peans or Americans in the service of the Mahrattas. 
I am at present able to give you no fuller infonnation 
on this part of the subject, than that Scindiah employs 
about 20,000 sepoys, diseijAined by Europeans or 
Americans. The commander is named Perron, a 
Frenchman; most of the officers are -British subjects. 
The discipline of this corps is said to bo superior to 
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that of Ilayniond’s, but the dispositioui of its oflicers to 
bo much more favourable to the Britisli than to the 
French interests. This ivas De Boigne’s corps, whoso 
history you probably know, De Boigne was lately in 
London ; if he shoxxld not have left it, he can give you 
tlio fullest information of the state of ScindialTs 
army. 

“ There was a small corps of about 2000 men, com¬ 
manded by European officei’s, in the service of the 
Peishwah,^* and another of about the same number, in 
that of Tuckagee Holkar ; they arc both inconsider¬ 
able, if they still exist, and the dissensions which have 
broken out between riolkar’.s two sons since tln^ death 
of their father, have left that bmneh of the Mahratta 
power in a situation from which little danger is to be 
apprehended. There is a fourth corps, commanded by 
a Frenclmiau, of tho name of D’Agincourt, in the ser¬ 
vice of Aziin 111 Dowlah, at Hydonibad. This corps is 
paid by the state. It consists of 1500 men. The 
commander is a determined Jacobin. 

“ The Kajah of Berarf is said to have a corps in his 
service commanded by British oilicers; it is said to 
consist of above 2000 men.” 

Mr. Mill remarks that “ Lord Momington arrived at 
Calcutta on the 17th of May, 1798, cai'ryimj out with 

• Peishvvnh. Tiiterally M/?Tlie chief magistrate of the Mahratta 
hliiipire, nominally under the Ilajah of Sattarali, but usurping his autho¬ 
rity. His capital ami scat of govorninent at Poonah. The names and 
titles of the Peishwah in 1803 wore Siecmunt Bujee Itao, Rogoimut Kao, 
Pundit Purdhaun, — ( O uncood,) 

t Ikrar is a country of the Eastern Mahrattus- The chief town is 
Eliichpoor. 
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him a mind more than usvalh/ inflamed loith the min¬ 
isterial passions then hnrnitui in En^kind; and in a 
state peouliarhj apt to he seized, both with dread and 
with hatred of any power that vms Freneh.” But 
after a perusal of tlie facts so hicidly stated by Lord 
Moniington’s owu pen, who will venture to assert that 
his I’iordship did else than fulfil his duty to his country 
in the measures which ho adopted after his arrival in 
Bengal, or deny that those measures were demanded hy 
wisdom and prudence, for the preservation of our 
very existence as a nation in India 
Before quitting the Cape of Good Hope, Lord Morn- 
iugton placed on record* his opinions relative to the 
value of that important settlement,—which it is to be 
hoped will long continue to influence the sentiments of 
British statesmen. Before his arrival at tlio Cape, he 
had formed a very high estimate of the intrinsic value 
of the place as a colony ; but he confessed that he had 
not sufficiently appreciated its vast utility with refer¬ 
ence to the defence of our trade to the East, and of our 
territories in the East Indies. As a dop6t for the 
maintenance of a military force in such a state of 
health to be able to encounter at once all the incon¬ 
veniences of an Indian climate, he considered the Capo 
to be invaluable ; as a naval station he looked upon it 
as still more important. With the Capo in the hands 
of an enemy, his Lordship considered it would be im¬ 
possible to maintain our Indian trade or empire; its 
occupation hy any other power than England would ren¬ 
der it difficult, if not impossible, for us to retain the 
island of Ceylon for any long period of . time. Notwitli- 

♦ See Wellesley Dispatches, vol. i. p. 31. 
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standing the statesman-like views and arguments of the 
Earl of Moni'jigton, backed by the opinions of Lord 
Macartney, and eveiy person informed on the subject, 
Englishmen, and responsible adviser.? of the Crown, 
consented at the peace of Amiens, to surrender up this 
noble bulwark of our Eantern trade and empire! The 
ostahlishmont of steam on the Red Sea, and the open¬ 
ing of an overland route for the mail and for passen¬ 
gers vid Egypt, have of late, in some degree, tended to 
cast our colony at the Cape of (xOod Hope into the 
shade ; but it should never be forgotten that its in¬ 
trinsic value to England is the same now that it ever 
wa.s, and that it is the duty of our rulers to sustain and 
protect it by every legitimate means,—for every con¬ 
sideration urged by Lord Moniington respecting the 
Cape still remains in full force. 
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CHAPTER YIL 

Jiorc) IVfomiagton, accompanied by Mr. Henry V/ellesley (Lord Cowley), 
nrrivcB at Madras—Received by General ilaiTib. — Letter of Kir . 
George III., introducing Lord Morning ton to the Nabob of Arcot.— 
Letter of the Prince Regent.—Interviews and Negotiation with 
Nabob.—liOrd Morningtoids Habit of Obeervation.*—Estiiuate w hich 
bo formed of the various Servants of tlie Coinpuny at tlic Presidency. 
—Sails from Madva.s.—Arrival at Calcutta.—Reflections on that Rvenf. 
Magnitude of the Empire committed to his Charge.—The Career of 
the I^ast Indio. Company,—Beautiful Scoiicry of Calcutta,—Poetical 
Description of an Evening in Bengal.—Sir Alured Clarke received 
Lord Mornington at Fort William.—lii.s Lord.sbip at once enters upon 
the Duties of his Office, 

On the 26tli of April,'*' 1798, Lord Mornington first 
beheld the “ coral ^strand ” of the coast of Coromandel. 
On thalfdaj^ he anchored in the roads of Madras ; and 
after the excitement of a passage through the surf 
which perfjetiially rages on these romantic shores, placed 
his foot upon the soil of India, and was saluted by tlic 
guibs»of Fort St. George. HLs Lordship was accompanied 
by his younger brother, the lion. Henry Wellesley,! 
in the capacity of confidential secretary,—a gentleman 

* Mr. Lnshington, in his interesting Memoir of Lord Harris, gives the 
22nd of May as the date ; but though he was an oyc-witnoss of Lord 
Morningion’s avrivul at Madras, the dates of Lord Moniington's letters 
oviflciitly prove that the above was the time of his Lordship^s arrival—a 
day, os Mr. liusliington observes, ever to be remembered in the annals 
ofBriti.sh India.” 

t The present Lord Cowley, now amba.ssa<loT ai the court of France. 



who had already exliibited his talents as secretary to 
the British Embassy at Stockholm, and afterwards as 
secretary to Lord Malmesbury during the delicate but 
fruitless negotiations of that nobleman with the French 
Directory for peace, in the year 1796. The Gover¬ 
nor-General was welcomed by General Harris, the 
Coinmiinder-in-f,hiof of the Presidency, then provision¬ 
ally charged with the Government of Madras. On the 
very day after his arrival, Lord Mornington proceochid 
to open communications with the wily Nabob of Arcot, 
the sovereign of the Carnatic, a strip of fertile country 
about seveut} -five miles in width, cast of the kingdom 
of Mysore,* between the Ghauts and tiio sea ;—whose 
capital was .situated seventy-three miles from Madras, 
and in one of whose housiis in the fity of Madnis, 
General Harris had placed the Govei'iiov-General. On 
the 28ih of April, Lord Mornington had a personal 
interview with the Nabob ; and then presented to him * 
the annexed letters from the King and the Prince of 
Wales, which aflbrd at once honourable testhrlony of 
the high estimation in which Lord Mornington was 
then held by his Sovereign, as well as of the anxious 
de.sire of the English Govorameut to avoid the extreme 
step which the Nabob’s own folly and treachery subse- 
c|uently rendered necessary :— 

aEORQE HI. TO THE NAEOB OF ARCOT. 

“ George the Third, by the Grace of God King ol 
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 

* Tlii.'i country' lies to the south of the Deccan ; it was toiuiucrcil 
from the Hindoos by Hydor Ali. 
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Christian Faith, Duke of Brutiswick and Lunonburgh, 
Arch-Treasurer and Prince Elector of tlie Holy Roinau 
Empire, &c.—To his Highness the Nawauh Oiiidal-ul 
Oinrah Mayeen ul Mulk, As,sa<i-nd Dowlah, Hussein 
Ally Cawn Baliawdar Zulfatter Tung Sopah Surdan, 
Sowreigu of the Carnatic, Payenghaut, and Ballan-^ 
ghaut. 

“ Your Highness's letter of the l!Hh of March, 1796, 
has been safely delivered to us by our faithful servant 
Admiral Sir George Keith EIj)hinstone, and we are con¬ 
vinced your Highness will learn with pleasure that, in 
order to give this excellent officer a proof of our entire 
satisfaction with the services he had rendered to our 
Crown, to your Highness, and to the East India Com¬ 
pany, during his command in India, we have conferred 
upon him a mark of our Royal favour by raising him to 
the dignity of the peerage in our kingdom of Ireland. 

“ The happiness wo at all times derive from your 
Highness’s friendly correspondence, has been on this 
occasion deeply affected on obseiving the differences 
which appear to exi.st between your Highness and our 
faitliful servant Lord Hobart, who, whatever momen¬ 
tary inconvenience your Highness may have experi¬ 
enced from his conduct, we are confident could be 
actuated by no other motive than an anxious desire 
to ensure the permanent welfare and lionour of your 
Highness, and the happiness and prosperity of your 
people. 

“ These important considerations we well know to 
be also the grounds of your Highness's conduct, and wo 
earnestly recommend to you to be assured, tliat the 
counsels of our .Ministers at home, and the wishes of 
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tlie East India Company and its servants, are ever 
directed to these objects. 

“ The East India Company has appointed onr right 
trusty and riglit •woll-heloved cousin and councillor, 
Richard, Earl of Mornington, in our kingdoni of Ire¬ 
land, Baron Wellesley in our Kingdom of Great Bri¬ 
tain, and Kniglit of the Most Illustrious Order ot St. 
Patrick, to be Governor-General in India. 

“ Cur experience of his conciliatory temper, and 
many eminent virtues and abilities in variO'US offices 
ho has held for many yearn under our Crown, induced 
us to recommend him to this high and impoidant 
station. These distinguished qualities are so many 
pledges to us, that the exercise of the power vested 
in liim will he such as to conciliate your Highness s 
entire confidence and esteem, and that your High¬ 
ness will endeavour on all occasions to cultivate iiis 
friendship and good will, by co-operating with him in 
all his salutary views for the happiness of your High¬ 
ness, and of your subjects, and for strengthening and 
confirming the engagements of amity and union sub¬ 
sisting between your Iligbness and the Ea.st India 
Company. 

“ From our experience of the felicity derived from 
our constant paternal love and care of all our subjects, 
we are persuaded your Highness will best promote your 
individual happiness and tranquillity, by sliowing your¬ 
self on all occasions just, benevolent, and merciful to 
all those whom the Almighty has placed under your 
protection, by calling to His presence your augiist 
fiithcr, His former servant. 

“ Tins line of conduct, an inviolable fidelity in all 
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yout engagements, and to u/iToserved confidence in, 
and support of, the measures the wi,sdora of the Earl of 
^Moriiington may suggest, cannot fail to ensure to your 
Highness the continuance of the most sincere friend¬ 
ship on the part of the East India Company, and of 
our alliance and protection. 

“ We embrace this opportunity of informing your 
Highness that, on the llth of this month, one of our 
fleets obtained a most brilliant and decisive victory 
over the grand fleet of Holland, of which more than 
hall was taken and is brought into our ports. An 
event so glorious to our arms, and of such importance 
to the .security of all our possessions, and of India in 
particular, will, we are persuaded, afford your High¬ 
ness great satisfaction. 

“We have only further to assure you of the lively 
interest we take in everything that concerns your 
Highness, and the happiness we at all times feel when 
your Highness's friendly letters are delivered into cur 
hands. “ ^nd so we bid you farewell 

A letter from his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales to the same sovereign was entrusted to the Earl 
of Momington :— 

THE PRINCE OF WALES TO THE NABOB OF ARCOT. 

Carlton House, Octolm* 14, 1797. 

“ The Nobleman who will deliver this letter to your 
Highness, it is with the greate.st satisfaction I inform 
you, is a particular friend of ray own—ho is justly 
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celebrated for his great talents ; and liis private cha¬ 
racter being tha,t of honouiv nroderation, and mildness, 
must necessarily recommend him to the confidence 
and good opinion of your Highness 

I could say much more upon this subject, but 
when I acquaint you that his Majesty had previously 
bestowed upon him the most eminent marks of royal 
favour, I am sure it must be deemed useless to suggest 
any other proof how acceptable such a nomination 
must be to the interests of your Highness. 

“ I shall conclude with expressing a hope that your 
Highness may long continue to enjoy that health and 
prosperity to wl\ich your exalted rank and character 
entitles you. “ I am your affectionate friend, 

“ G. i>. w,” 

The Court of Directors in a dispatch to the President 
in Council at Fort St. George, dated the I 8 tli of October, 
1797, say, “We have requested Lord Mornington to 
• a short sta.}-^y It ilias previous .<-.9 his proceeding 
,,4.1., -n^r ■r-. , ; ■’ 

Nabob of Arcot to agree to a modification of the treaty 
with his Highness in 1792. It were,’’ add the Direct¬ 
ors, “ to be wished that the zealous endeavours of Lord 
Hobart for that purpose, had proved successful; and 
as, in our opinion, nothing short of the modification 
pioposed is likely to answer any beneficitil purpose, 
Lord Mornington will render a most essential service 
to the Company should he be able to accompli.sh that 
object, or an arrangement similar thereto. But feeling 
as we do the necessity of maintaining oitr credit with 
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the couiitry powers, by an exact observance of treaties, 
— a principle so bonourably established under Lord 
Cornwallis’s administration, —we Cannot autliorisc; his 
Lordship to exert other powers than tliose of persua¬ 
sion to induce the bTabob to form a new arrangement.” 

The remarkable ability displayed by LordMoming- 
ton in Ms discussions and negotiations with the Ifabob 
of Arcot at Madras, inspired General Harris, and those 
who witnessed the proceedings, witli the highest refspect 
for the commanding talents of the Govenior-General,* 
and at once convinced them that the affairs of the Plast 
were now placed under the ascendant control of a 
master mind. His expostulations with the Habob, 
however, were in vain, The leaven of the old French 
settlement of Pondicherry, on the sea-coast of his 
dominions, was still at work in the Carnatic ; and the 
Nabob had not yet been taught effectually to fear a 
Government that he had seen httmbled by Hyder Ali, 
and threatened with de.struction at the gates of the 
capital of the Presidency, by hi.s powerful neighbour 
and confidential correspondent, Tippoo Sultaun. The 
Governor-General communica esnlt ' 

1 U..J. - vuve, uuuu uxior the arrival ot 

that nobleman at Madras to assume the government 
of the Presidency. “Tour Lordship will have learmt, 
previously to youi departure from Europe, that T was 
charged by the Court of Directors to attempt, by’ means 
of persuasion and advice, to induce his Highnes.*?. the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, to agree to the same modiffria- 
tion of the treaty of 1792, which bad been proposed' 

Trtishington. 
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to him by Lord Mobari (}<jneral Harris, and Mri 
Lushiagton, who acted as my interpreter, will state to 
j'-our Lordship the means which I employed to endea¬ 
vour to accomplish the object of my commission--in 
which I eutircly failed ; I Avas equally tinsuccessM in 
my endeavours to prevail upon his Highness to make 
provision for the liquidation of any part of his debt to 
the Company. I am persuaded that it will ever be 
wholly impracticable to induce his Highness the 
Nabob (by means of conciliation) to surrender the 
management of any part of his country into the hands 
of the Company ; and I am satisfied that uny other 
trtmm would be as foreign to your Lordship’s dispo¬ 
sition as they are to mine. My fixed rule, daring my 
continuance at Madras, was, to treat the Nabob with 
the respect duo to his rank, with the kindness due to 
the ancient friendship between his family and the 
Company, and with the delicacy demanded by his de¬ 
pendant .situation. At the same time, I avoided all 
lamiliarity witli him ; and I animadverted very fully 
upon the defects of his administration, and upon the 
;».>r,Topri ' '■’ “s late conduct with relation 

How wcii Lorn 

during his limited sojourn at Madras, and how deep an 
in sight into the character and capabilities of all the 
puldil-. servants at that Presidency he had acquired 
during t-Ms short time, is nianifest from a letter written 
from Port Willimn to Lord Olive, soon after that noble 
Lor'u liad entered upon the duties of the government, 
ihi which the, Governor-General states unreservedly, 
under the seal of privacy, the result of his personal oh- 
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irvations. Many of the gentlemen recommended to 
Lord Clive’s notice in that doenment, afterwards at'r 
tainecl distinction, and demonstrated by their public 
conduct the correctness of the estimate which Lord 
Mornington had formed of their abilities : among those 
may be mentioned Mr. Wobl)0, Mr. Lusliington, Ooi. 
Close, and Captain (afterwards Sir John) Malcolm. 

On the .9th of May, 1'798, the Earl of Mornington, 
accompanied by the Hon. tiemy Wellesley, set sail from 
Madras; and on the 17th of the same month arrived 
at -Fort William. 

We may well imagine what mingled sentiments of 
pride, admiration, and wonder, filled the mind of the 
statesman as he approached the magnificent capi¬ 
tal of the Indo-British Empire—the city of the sun, 
—glittering with palaces, gardens, and groves, with 
branching bauian-treeSj palm-trees of every variety, 
bright green peepuls, tall bamboos, and flowers of 
every hue! He was about to enter Calcutta as the re¬ 
presentative of the sovereign power of England, and of 
the majesty of the Honourable East India Company— 
that magnificent incorporation of mercliant princes, to 
whom we may, without violation of truth, apply the 
words addressed to the merchants of Tyre—•“ The ships 
of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy markets ; and thou 
want replenished and made very glorious in the midst 
of the sea.” Even before the admiuisti-ation of the 
Earl of Mornington their dominions were vast: by what 
mysterious influence were a body of traders in a little 
island several thousand miles distant from the shores 
of India, able to sway the destinies of hundreds of mil¬ 
lions, and exercise sovereign power in Hindostan 1 or 
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Loav can wo account foi* the circiunstaiice that the 
authority of this Oompany was sabmitted to by those 
millions, and loyally supported by the aims of the vast 
native army, or sepoy force ? By vigour, vigilance, 
prudence, and integrity in the administration of govern- 
ineut;—contrasted with the venality, vacillation, im¬ 
becility, and utter corruption of the native governments; 
—by securing to every man toleration in the exercise 
of his religion, and protection and safety to his pro¬ 
perty,—placing him under the segis of British laws, 
and exhibiting to him the extraordinary, but imposing, 
spectacle of an upright, impartial administration of 
justice by judges of learning, dignity, and incorrupti¬ 
ble honour;—by fidelity to engagements;—hy proved 
good faith ;—by the genius, prrhlic spirit, and general 
capacity of the servants of the Honourable Company; 
—and by the valour and daring of the British soldiers, 
which filled tho natives with awe and astonishmeut at 
the enterprising heroism of the Anglo-Saxon race, and 
breathed power and resolution even into the breasts of 
the timid dwellers on the banks of the Ganges. Lord 
Moniington fully aj)preciated the value of the splendid 
jewel committed to his charge;—inspired with the pa¬ 
triotic ardour of the antique Roman, whoso character 
he had so ardently studied in his youth, and emulous of 
the renown of the Proconsuls, who carried the fatoe of 
tlie republic to the ends of the earth ! 

Lord Mornington was greeted with every mark of 
respect by his Excellency Sir Alured Clarke ; and had 
the happiness of finding in Calcutta another of his 
brothers, Colonel Arthur Wellesley—whoso great career 
was then about to commence under his Lordship’s 
auspices. 





We cannot present the scenes among which Lord 
Mornington now found himself more vividly to the 
mind of the reader, than by quoting the following 
beautiful lines of Bishop Heber, entitled “ An Evening 
Walk in Bengal 

Our task ia done !--oti Oung'u^s breast 
The sun is sinking down to rest j 
And, moored beneath the tairtarind bought 
Our bark has foimd its harbour now. 

With furled sail and painted side, 

Behold the tiny frigate ride ; 

Upon the deck, hriid (iharcml gleams, 

The Moslem’s savouiy supper steams > 

While all apart, beneath the wood, 

The Hindoo cooks his simpler food, 
/hCome,walkw'itl]imethejimglethrough— 

If yonder huutor told us true, 

Far off, in desert dank and rude, 

The tiger holds its solitude ; . 

Now (taught by recent harm to »bun 
The thunders of the English gun) 

A dreadful guest but rarely seen, 

Hetiirns to scare the village green. 

Come boldly on ; no venomed snake 
Can shelter in so cool a brake— 

Cliild of the sun, he loves to He 
’Midst Nature’s embers, parched and dry. 

Where o’er some tower in ruin laid. 

The peepul spreads its haunted shade ; 

Or round a tomb his scales to wreathe, 

Fit warder in the gate of Death. 

Come oTi; yet pause I Behold us now 
' , Beneath the bamboo's arched bough, 

Where, gemming olt that sacred gloom, 

Glows the geranium’s scarlet bloom ; 

, -'i And winds our path through many a bower 

Of fragi'ant tree and giant flow'cr— 

The ceiba’s crimson pomp displayed 
O'er the broad plantain’s humbler shade, 

And dusk anana’s prickly gkde j 
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While e’er the brake, so wild m)4 .{>.riiv 
Thu Wtel waves hij^ crest in air; 

Witli pendant tmiii and rushing wings, 

Aloft the gorgeous peacock springs: 

And he tliu bird of hundreil dyes, 

Whose plumoa the, dames of Ava prize, 

So rich a stiade, m green ta sod, 

Our English fairies never trod ! 

Yet who in Indian bowers has stood, 

But thought of England’s good *gi’ecm wood 
A'.id Idessod, beuoath the palmy shade^ 

Her hazel atul her haw^tlioni gkde ; 

And breathed a prayer (how oft in vain!) 

To gaze upon her oaks again 1 
A truce to thoiight-^the jackaVs cry 
Resounds like sylvan njvelry; 

And through the trees yon faiiiiJg ray 
AVill scnntly serve to guide onr way. 

Yet mark, as fade the upper skies, 

Ettoli thicket opes ten thousand eyes— 
Before, besiile ns, and above, 
d'he lirc-'fly lights bis lamp of love, 
Ketreating, clmsing, sink i ng,. soaring. 

The darkness of the copse cX’pioring ; 

AVhile to this cooler air coldest, 

The broad dhtttiira bares her breast, 

Of fragrant scent and virgin white, 

A pearl around the locks of night! 

Still aS we pass, hi softeneil hum 
Along tbf breo'/y alleys coino 
The village song, the bom, the drum : 

Still as Ave pass, fVoin bush and brier 
Tl'.e shrill cigala strikcvs his lyre ; 

And wluit is she, whoso liquid strain - 
lb dlls through yon copse of sugar-cane f 
I know the soiil-cnchuuting SAvell, 

It is—it must be—Philotncl t 
Enough, caongb, the lusfcling trees 
Announce a shmvor upon th'^ breeze, 

Mbc flaslies of the summer sky 
Ashmtqc a docj|p, ruddier dye; 

Von lamp tliaf i)i'!Oinblc.‘i on the stream, 

Erom forth oih'&hjn sheds its beam ; 
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A 11(1 WO must early iilcep, 

Betimes the'monn’iig:\<» healthy ^ w 
But oh I with tharilcful hcaTt« confess 
F/cn hewo there mav be happimjsg ^ 

A nd He, the bounteous Sire, has gii en 
His peace on earth—his hope of boaven.’* 


As we shall soon see, the Governor-General forthwith 
entered upon tlie duties of his office, and became en¬ 
gaged in matters of the gravest importance—pregnant 
with the most momentous consequences to the interests 
of the British empire. 
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CHAPTER VITI. 

Ford Momington direct-? his attention to the Affairs of Tanjorc*.— 
Geographical position of Tanjore.—Danish Settlement at Traiiquebur. 
—Tlie celebrated Missionary Schwarz. — Misrepresentations of Mr. Mill, 
— Amcor Sing, the reiipiiug Rajah.—Serfojee, the Adopted Son of 
Tuljajee. — Ui\jnst Aspersions on the East India Company and the Go¬ 
vernor-General, in Hookas Life of Sir David Bainl. — Colonel Baird 
nt Tanjorc in 179t>. —His Partizanship. —Reprimanded })y the Go¬ 
vernor of Madras in Council. — Examination of the Claims of the 
Rival Princes. — Mr, Mill erroneously describes Ameer Sing as the 
Son of Tu^ijec, the previous Rajah of Tanjore,— Serfojee the Adopted 
Son of I’ldjajee.—Law of Adoption in Ea?tem Countries.— Adoption 
among the Romans, &c.—Rights conferred by Adoption.— Serfojee the 
[hipil of Schwarz.— His Fiducatiori, Accpiirements, Interview' wdth 
Bishop Hcber.Bhccts a Marble Monument to the memory of 
Schwaiz.—Justification of Lord Mornington’s Proceedings. — The 
Governor-General receives a copy of Malartic’s Proclamation at the 
Isle of BTance respecting an Embassy from Tippoo Sultaun,— Copy 
of the Proclamation, and Trauolation.— Lord Mornington^s first Im¬ 
pressions respecting it.—Letter to General Harris at Madras, relating 
to the possible assembling of the Anny.—Communication from Mr. 
Duncun, Govonior of Bombay.—-Disixitchcs from Lord Macartney 
and Sir Hugh Christian.—Genuineness of the Proclamation.—Lord 
Mornington examines upon oath Persons at the Isle of France when 
the Blmbassy arrived there. — Conclusions arrived nt by In’s Lordship. 
—Danger.? wlj’ich menaced British India at this crisis.— Probability of 
a French Invasion,— B'rcnch Expedition to Bantry Bay.— Lord Morn¬ 
ington resolves to prepare for Hostilities.— Final orders to General 
Harris, 


The first public act of the Earl of Mornington af‘ter 
hifi assumption. of th(^, powers of the* supreme govorn- 
iiient at Calcutta was ctirectecl to the settlement of the 
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affairs of the country of Tanjore, which had occupied 
much of his attention in England prior to his embarka¬ 
tion for India, as well as during his stay at the Capo 
of Good Hope and at Madras. Tanjoro, the capital of 
tlic distiict of that name, is situated on the eastern 
coast of India, not far from the south bank of the 
Cavery, and about forty miles from Trichinopoli. It 
is a. place of groat strength, containing 80,000 inhabi¬ 
tants ; and is remarkable in the liistory of Cliristian 
missions, as the burial-place of the celebrated Schwarz, 
who originally commenced his valuable and disin¬ 
terested labours at the Danish settlement of Trauque- 
bar, on the sea-coast of Tanjoro ; of which foreign 
settlement we shall have occasion to say more at a 
future stage of this work. 

Mr. Mill exhibits upon the subject of Tanjoro much 
of that strong prejudice which he entertained against 
the whole of the Marquess W^flesley’s administration, 
and which led him to indulge in the most unjust 
reflections upon various parts of the noble Lord’s career. 
Ho represents the arrangements made with reference to 
Tanjore as an act of unjustifiable tyranny, supported 
by fraud ; and .studies to involve the whole transaction 
in a mysterious shroud. “In the year 17!>8,” he re¬ 
marks, ‘ a convenient discovery was made, that Ameer 
Sing was not the legal Loir to the musnud* of Tan- 
jorc ; but Scrfojeo, the adopted son of Tuljajcc. The 
question of the rights of these, two Princes remains in 
obscurity. The documents have not yet been made 
accessible to the public ; and one knows not on what 
grounds the decision was formed. This only we know, 

♦ Thronr. 
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tliat it was deterniined to dethrone Araeer Sing and to 
set np Serfojec in his stead.” Follo\¥ing in the same 
track, the biogmpher of Sir David Baird accuses the 
Honourable East India Company and the Governor- 
General of having invented a pretext to give some 
colour of justice to their arbitrary exertion of bare¬ 
faced power in dethroning a lawful Sovereign, “ the 
undoubted heir,” and seizing upon his territory. Sir 
David .Baird had been the Colonel of a regiment, quar¬ 
tered at Tanjore in 17})G ; and in coii sequence of liis 
avowed partisanship with the raling Prince Ameer 
Sing, and his indiscreet intorfcrcnce with the political 
resident at that Court, was reprimanded by the Go¬ 
vernor of the Presidency in Council, and removed from 
Tanjore to Pondichen-y. His warm feelings led him 
to take a deep interest in the welfare of the man with 
whom he had lived on terras of intimacy, and even 
friendship; accordinglyfhe invariably inaintauied the 
preteusiems of Ameer Sing ajjainst tho.se of his rival, 
“an unknown foundling.” 

Let us now see what are the facts of this case : 
Mr. Mill describes Ameer Sing as the .sow. of the Rajah 
of'fanioie, who died He was not tho son of 

the Rajah ; he was his br&ther. So much for the foun¬ 
dation-stone of the charge against Lord Wellesley. So 
far from l)oing a lawful prince, originally he assumed 
power simply a.s Regent and giiardian to the Prince, 
wlio was afterwards placed on the musnud by the Bri- 
tisli Goveniinout. When the Rajali of Tanjore, Tul- 
j;ijee, was on the point of death, he sent for Schwarz 
the missionary, who had for years been recognised as 
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tl»o agent of the British Government, both at Seriiigsi* 
patani and Taiijore. He committed to the care of 
the missionary the boy Serfojee, his adopted son,'- 
whom he named and formally appointed as his smxes- 
sor. “ ilc is not my son, but yours," said the dying 
Bajah ; “ into your hands I deliver him.” Schwarz 
nobly fulfilled his task ; he look the ,greatcst pains 
with the education of his pupil, and exerted the whole 
force of his influence ivith the East India Company to 
protect him against the usurpation of his treacherous 
“guardian.” Bishop Ileber, speaking in Ins journal 
of Serfojee, describes him as an extraordinaiy man : 
he states that he quoted i'ourcroy, Ijavoisiei*, Linnaius, 
and Buffon, fluently, that ho had formed an aamrr te 
judgment of the merits of Shakspeare, that ho wrote 
toleralde EngUsh poetry, and was “ respected by the 
English officers in the neighhourhood as a real good 
judge of a horse, and a cool, bold, and deadly shot at a 
tiger.’'t Schwarz died on the 13th of February, IT&Sj 

* Adoption, tliongh unknown to the laws of England, is nniversally 
recognised in Eastern countries,— •an adoptcfl ciiild becoming jrv all legal 
respects the cliild of his adoptive fatlier. Adoption {advptio and «Jro~ 
gatio) was a common practice among the Romans ; instances of it 
abound both in the history of the Republic and the Empire. It still 
forms part of the Civil Law. — 6 V 1 : Halifax's Anofysis of Civil J^iw^ 
OcidarL It i.s discussed in the lirst book of the InstitMtes of Justiuiau, 
Tit. “ De AdoptionibiiS.” Adoption also obtained among the Aihc- 
tijitns ; and, since the promulgation of the Roman code in Enrojic, lias, 
in n modified form, prevailed in Germany and France. The cufc.toi/i 
is rcMOgnised by the Mohammedan and Gentoo laws ; and is practised as 
g well by the Turlcs as the fiatives of India. The fact, therefore, that 

Skrfojrr was only tlie adapOd chiM of the JL\jah of Tanjore does not, 
as seems to liave been insinuated, affect his legitimate title to the 
siiccessioix. 

t Vol. iii, p. 450. 
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too early to witness the airival of the now Governor-; 
General and see the elevation of his favourite pupil to 
the station to which he was very soon after that date 
raised. Serfojee erected a jnarble monument, ex¬ 
ecuted by Flaxnian, to the meiuoiy of his instructor; 
and the Court of Directors placed another, by Bacon, 
in honour of the heroic apostle of Christ in the church 
of St Mary, Madras.* 

The whole question of the disputed succession had 
been submitted to the Court of Directors and the 
Board of Control before Lord Mornington’s nomina¬ 
tion as Governor-General. After a fidl consideration 
of the case, they decided that Serfojee ^^fes the rightful 
Vicir to the throne ; and the Governor-General carried 
with him, from London, distinct orders to invest that 
I’rince with the Government of tlio Tanjore country. 
The whole of the complicated details of this interesting 
discussion, as we have observed, immediately occupied 
Lord Morniiigton’s attention; and on the 31st of 
May, fourteen days after his arrival, he drew up a 
minute in council, intimating that it w'as his intention 
to direct the Government of Madras to place Serfojee 
upon the mu.snud of Tanjore without delay;—giving 
orders for the protection of tlie person and property of 
tlie deposed Kegent, “ together with a suitable provi¬ 
sion for his maintenance, so long a.s lie should conduct 
himself in all respects to tlic satisfaction of the Go¬ 
vernment of Madras and directing the appointment 
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* The estimable Bisliop llcbcr terminated his career of usefulness at 
Trichinopoli, which is tlrirty-ciglit miles west from Taiyore. He died 
middenly in the year 1826, while taking a cold bath, ond was buried in 
the church of that place. 
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of a commission to consist of the Company’s servants 
for the purpose of conducting a full inquiry into the 
state and resources of Tanjore, the revenues of which 
w'ere in tbo most unsatisfactory condition. On tlie 
20111 of October, 179.9, a treaty, mutually advantage¬ 
ous to the subjects of the Rajah of Tanjore and the 
East India Company, was concluded between Serfojee 
and the Governor-General. 

On the 8tli of Juno— twenty-two days after he hn,d 
arrived at Fort William — a circum.staace occurred 
which at once aroused the Governor-Geneiul to action, 
and led to consequences of the deepest importance to 
the whole continent of India, 

Ilis Excellency’s attention was attracted to an article 
of intelligence which afipeared in a Calcutta n('w.spaper 
of that day, purporting to be a copy of a proclamation 
in the French language, published by the Governor of 
the Isle of France, at Port North-West, on the 30th of 
January, 1798 ; announcing that two ambassadois 
had arrived from Tippoo Sultaun ivith letters addressed 
to the authorities of that island, as well as disjiatches 
to be forwarded to the French Directory ; that the 
object of the embais.sy was to propose an alliance, offen¬ 
sive and defensive, with France; and to demand a 
subsidiary force for the purpose of commencing a war 
to expel the Engli.sh from India : the proclamation 
concluded by inviting the citizens in the Isles of 
France and Bourbon to volunteer their services to the 
King of IM^'sore. The following i.s a copy of thi.s 
remarkable document ;— 
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REriTBLIQ,IJE FllANCAlSE, UNE ET INDIVISIBLE.’' 


PEOCLAMATION. 

ANNE JOSEPH HYPPOLITB MALAP.TIC, General 671 Cluf, 
Gmmww General des Islee de France et <k 
la Reunion, et Commandant General des Eta- 
blmments Frangais, a VEst du Gap de Beam 
Esperanoe. 

Oitoyens, 

CoTinaissaiit (iepuis plusieurs annOes votre i^ele 
et votre attacliment pour les interns et la gloirc de 
notro R<;*publi(iue, nous somines tres empress^ et nous 
nous faisons nn devoir de vous donner connaissance de 
toules les propositions que nous fait Tippoo Sultauu, 
par deux Ainbassadeurs qu’il nous a d^p^chds. 

Ce prince a 6crit des lottres particuliferes a rAssern- 
bl6e Ooloniale, b. tons les G<in6raux qui sont employes 
dans ce gouvernement, et nous a adressfe uii paquet 
pour le Directoirc Executit. 


* [Tramlation.] 

laberty. 

llie French Ropuhlic one and indivisible. 


rnOOLAMATION 


Anne 3 o ^ r.vn Ht'toute Mi.LAiiTic, ComnmndCT-iii-Chief and Governor- 
General of the Isles of France and Reunion, and of all the hrench 
Establishments to the Eastward of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Oitizciis 

“ Having for several years known your /oal and your attachment 
to the interests and to tlie glory of our Republic, we are very anxious, 
and we feel it a duly, to make you aeq.uunted with all the propositions 
which have been made to us by Ti].poo Sultaiui, througli two ambassadors, 

whom he Las disiiotchcd to us. , . ui 

■« This Prince has written particular letters to the Oolomal A-ssombly.; 
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II deTuando k fairo une alliance oftensivo et A6- 
fonsive avec les FrimcjaLs, en proposaut crcntretenir a 
SOS fiuis, tant que la gueiTc diirera dans TTnde, les 
troupes qu^on pourra lui envoyer. 

2^^. n promet de fourriir toutes les closes n^ces- 
saires pour faire cetto pucrrc, except^ le Yin et I’Fixu 
do vie, dont il se trouvc absolument d6ime, 

II assure que tons les pr^paratifs sent faits pour 
recevoir Jos secours qu’ou lui donnera, et qu’a rarrivee 
des troupes, los Chefs et Ofticiers trouveront toutes les 
choses necessaires pour faire une guerre c\ iaquello les 
Europ^ens seat peu accoutum6s. 

4®. Eufm il n’attcnd plus que le moment ou les 
Pran<;ais viendront a son secours, pour d^'clarer la 
guerre aux Anglais, desirant avec ardour pouvoir les 
chasser de Unde. 

Comine il nous est impossible de diminuer le nombre 
(les soldats des 107®. et 108®. regimens, et de la garde 
soldee du Port de la Fraternity, a causes des secours 
que nous avons envoy is <\ nos allies les Hollandais, 


to all the Generals einployeni uiulor this Oovornment; tai<l has ad- 
drcHScd to uh a packet tor the Executive Directory. 

1. He (lesirefl to fonn an offensi vc and defensive alliance with tlie 
French, and proposes to maintain at his charge, as long os the war shall 
last in India, the txo<ips which may be sent to him. 

« 2- He promises to furnish every nec(.8.sary for carrying on the war, 
wine and hjandy excepted, with which he is wholly unprovided. 

‘•3. He declares that he has made evtry preparation to recedve the 
succours which may be sent to him, and that on the arrival of the 
troops, the Commanders and o^cei-s will find everything n(*eessnry for 
making a war to which Eurcpctms are but little accustomed. 

4. In »i word, he only awaits the moment when the French shall 
come to his assistance to declare war against the Kyigliaa^ whom he ar* 
dentil^ desins to expel from India. 

‘‘ As it is impo.ssible for us to reduce the number of soldiers of the 
107th and 108th regiments, and of the regular guard of Port Fratcrnii''., 

N 2 
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aous iuvitons tons les. Oitoyeus de bonne volontd se 
faire inscrire dans leiirs muuicipalitds respectivea, pour 
aller scvvir sous les drapeaux de Tippoo* 

Go prince desire aussi avoir des citoyens do couleur, 
Ubres, et nous iuvitons tous ceux qiii voudront aller 
servir sous ses dra])eaux se faire aussi iiiscrirc. 

Nous poll von s assurer tous les citoyens qui so seront 
inscrire, (pie Tippoo leur fora des traiteinents advaiita- 
geiix qui seront fixes avec scs Ambassadeiirs qui s’cnga- 
geront eii outre, au noin de lour souverain, ce cjuc 
les Frau^ais qui auront pris parti dans ses armies ne 
puisseut. jamais y etre retenus quand ils voudront rcn- 
trer dans leur patrie. 

Fait au Port Nord-Ouest, le 10 Pluviose, Fan six do 
la Rt*i)ub]ique Fran(^‘aise, uno et indivisible. 

(Signe) Malahtic. 




The apparent impudence and rashness of divulg- 
ing to the world the important matter wliich the pro~ 
claniation contained, induced Lord Mornington, at 

on nccomit of the succours which wc have furnished to our allies the 
Oiitch, we invite tlie eitiz uis who may he disposed to enter as volun¬ 
teers to (u\rul themselves in their respective municipalities, and to serve 
under the banners of Ti])i>oo. 

This Prince desires also to be assisted by the free citizens ol 
colour; wx- therefore invite all such who are willing to serve under his 
flog to enrol themselves. 

We can assure all the citizens who shall enrol theinscb'cs, that 
Tippoo will allow them an advantag'eous rate of pay, the terms ot which 
will be fixed with his ambassadors, who will further Ciigage, in the 
nurac of their sovereign, that nil Frenchmen who shall enter into his 
armies shall never be detained after they shall have expressed a wish to 
rctv.m to their own country. 

‘♦Done at Port. North- West, 10th Pluviose, sixth year of the Re. 
public, one and indivisible (dOth of January, 1798). 

(Signed) AfAtAaTTc’’ 


A." 
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first sight (his Lordship informs us), to doubt the 
authenticity of the document. RcflectioiL howovei’, 
appeared to have convinced him of the strong proba¬ 
bility that the proclamation was genuine, and that 
Tippoo Sultaun had, by an overt act, afl’ovded proof 
of that lierfiditary onraity which it was known to al! 
India he cherished against the British power. On the 
next day after the appearance of the above intelligence 
in the Calcutta newspaper, the Governor-General trans¬ 
mitted to General Harris, the Ooinmauder-in-Chief on 
the coast of Coromandel and acting Governor of the 
Madras Presidency, a copy of the proclamation, accom¬ 
panied by a letter, in which he observes, If Tippoo 
should choose to avow the objects of his embassy to 
have been such as are described in the proclamation, 
the consequences may be very serious, and may ulti¬ 
mately involve us in the calamity of war. I wish you 
to he a}.yprised of my apprehensions on this subject, 
and to prepare your mind for the possible event. You 
will therefore turn your attention to the means of col- 
lecting a force, if necessity should unfortunately require 
it; but it is not my desire that you should proceed to 
take any puhlic steps towards the assembling of the 
army before you receive some further inlim.ation from 
rne,^^ Lord Mornington has been censured for taking 
so iiiiportant a step upon sucli frivolous grounds ; but 
it is evident that his Lordship’s motive iu writing to 
Geneial IT irris the letter from which we have quoted, 
was simply to adopt precautionary measures, and to 
prepare tlie Madras Government against a danger which 
might possibly menace it. 'J'he Governor-General was 
not iguomnt of the character and history of Tippoo 
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Stiltaiin, who had, on so many previous occasions, mea¬ 
sured swords with British amieshe liad receivca 
certain intelligence that this warlike and ambitious 
prince had collected a large anny; there were the 
strongest reasons to believe that Tippoo was m cor¬ 
respondence with Zemaun Shah and General Bayinond, 
the commander oi the French force in the service of 
the Nizam; and everything in the political situation 
of India, as well as the virulent hostility menaced by 
France against the power of Great Britain in the hast, 
tended to afi'ord encouragement to the hostile designs ^ 
of the Couit of Mysore. What seemed more likely thmi 
that Tippoo should embrace the opportunity presented 
by such a combination of favourable circumstances 1 
It is rather a remarkable coincidence, that the pro¬ 
clamation of General Malartic produced the very same, 
impression on the minds of the Governor of the Cape of 
(}ood Hope, the Home Government, and the Court of 
Directors, as, contemporaneously, it produced on the 
mind of Lord Morniiigton. So far from acting with 
precipitancy, it will be found that tlie Governor- 
General obtained proof of the most decisive character 
of the genuineness of the proclamation, and the truth 
of the facts disclosed in it, before he took any decisive 
measures against Tipiioo. A letter from the Hon. J. 
Dunran, Governor of Bombay, dated 23rd of May, 1/98, 
(sixteen days before Lord Mornington was aware of 
the existence of the proclamation in question,) com- 
inuuicated the evidence of some English sailors, who 
had been prisoners on board La Preneuse, hench . 

frigate, stating that a copy of the proceedings at the ■; 
Isi- of France, relative to the Embassy from Tippoo 
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SwltiiuH, liad beon Lung up in tlie state cabiii of La 
Frenevse, and that the French oiEcers had frequently 
inquired whether Tippoo had not already declared war 
against the English ; “ All which,” obsen'os Mr. Dun¬ 
can, “ sefiMs but too corroborative of the other indicor 
tions on the sams sxibject, vihlchwere such a.s to have 
induced va very earnestly to convey all the knowledge 
we possessed on the s’dyect to the Admiral, with the 
hope of thereby frustrating the arrival of succours to 
Tippoo by way of Mangalore ; as might no doubt have 
been ensured, but for the early departure of the Su/folk 
and Arrogant to the other coast, which was imme¬ 
diately followed by the surprise and capture of our 
Indiamen.” 

On the 18th of June, the Earl of Momington re¬ 
ceived dispatches from Lord Macartney and from flir 
Hugh Christian, under date of the 28th of March, 
authenticating General Malartic’s proclamation, ft 
was established beyond question, by the geneitil tenour 
of all the private letters from the Capo, as well as 
ever)' public account which had been given of the 
transaction, that Tippoo Sultaun had dispatched two 
ambaasadors to the Isle of France, and that the Pro¬ 
clamation of General Malartic was published subse¬ 
quently to their arrival, and during their residence in 
the island. In order, however, to obtain the most ac¬ 
curate information with respect to the circumstances 
attending the reception of the Embassy, the publica¬ 
tion of the proclamation, and tho conduct of the am¬ 
bassadors, the Governor-General examined xipon oath 
some respectable persons in neutral vessels, who xvere 
present in the Isle of France during the residence of 
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the ambmsadors at Port North - West. From the 
concuiTeiit testimony of those persons, subsequently 
corroborated l/y intelligence from various quarters, a 
coniiected account of the whole transaction was ob¬ 
tained ; establishing in his Excellency’s opinion the 
following conclusions:— 

First.—'fhat the ambassadors dispatched by Tipi>oo 
Sultaun to the Government of the Lslo of France, 
proposed to that Government an alliance, ofiensive and 
defensive, against the British possessions in India, 
which .alliance was accepted by that Government, and 
its acceptance formally notided by a public procla¬ 
mation. 

Secondly. ~ That the ambassadors were charged 
with letters from Tippoo Sultaun to the Executive 
Directory of France, which letters were stated to con¬ 
tain the same proposition, and that the ambassadors 
delivered those letters to the Governor-General .of the 
Isle of France, for the purpose of transmi.ssion to 
France. 

Thirdly.—That ambassadors, in the name of Tippoo 
Sultaun, gave j>ublic assurances that he had actually 
completed the neces.sary preparations toi commencing 
immediate hostilities, and that he only waited the 
arrival of succours from the Fi'encli to declare war 
against the Company for the express purpose of ex¬ 
pelling the British nation from India. 

Fourthly._That the ambassadors demanded un¬ 

limited military .succour from the Frcmdi, mid levied a 
military force in the Isle of France, with tlic declared 
object of commencing immediate war against the 
British nation in India. 
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Fifthly._That this force has l)cen actually lauded 

ill Tippoo's country, and publicly admitted into his 
servici? with signal marks of approbation, and that 
the ambassadors have been received with similar dis¬ 



tinction. 

Sixthly.—That Tippoo Sultaim (by receiving with 
public marks of approbation his ambassadors, who had 
conclmled, in his name, an offensive and defensive 
alliance with the French,—and by admitting into bis 
seiwice the military force raised for efi’ccting the objects 
of that alliance) has personally ratified the engage¬ 
ments contained in the proclamation of the Governoi- 
General of the Isle of France, and has proceeded to 
act under those engagements conformably with the 
teuour of that proclamation. 

Seventhly. —That, although the succour actually 
received by’ Tippoo Sultauu under bis ofTciibive alliance 
with the French is inconsiderable, yet the tenour of the 
proclacnation, the proposition made to the French 
Government for unlimited military aid, &c. &c., and 
tlie declarations of the ainhas.sa<lors, prove that it was 
the 'ui/cntion of Tippoo Sultauu to receive into his 
service the largest force which he could obtain, for tbe 
purpose of commencing a war of aggression against the 
Company in India. 

Lord Morniiigton at once resolved to frustrate the 
designs of the enemies of FiUglaud, liefore they should 
attain a dangerous maturity. 'I'he cannon of French 
privateers at the very Sand Heads in the Bay of 
Bengal;—the fact of the landing on the coast of Ma¬ 
labar of the French auxiliaries from the Mauritius; 
—the organization of the French corps in the Deccan, 
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and in tbe service of the Maliratta.s—all seemed to 
warn tlio OoTenimeut of Fort William of tiie proba- 
bilitj of the arrival in India of a French invading 
army. Jfobody knew better the activity and energy 
of the Frencli Directory and its victorions general, 
than the Governor-General of India; and the expe¬ 
rience of the previous year, during which au arma¬ 
ment of twenty thousand French troops reached Ban- 
try Bay, on the southern coast of Ireland, demon¬ 
strated the possibility of a largo force putting to 
sea from France, and eluding the vigilance of the 
British fleet, and admonished liord Mornington to 
be prepared at a moment’s notice to act upon the de¬ 
fensive. At this time Lord Mornington had not re¬ 
ceived intelligence of the French, expedition to Egypt; 
and those who have been anxious to darken his fame 
have accused him, on that account, of acting under 
a violent impulse, with haste and precipitation,— 
instead of paying a tribute of admimtion to the wis¬ 
dom of the man whose prophetic sagacity had anti¬ 
cipated the movemeuts of the enemy, and heforehaiul 
adopted the very measures which the Home G weni- 
ment suggested, as soon as they beheld the dangers 
which threatened the British empire in India developed 
in their full magnitude. It has been said that Lord 
Mornington had in June 1780 no reason to anticipate 
that France meditated an attack on India. As early, 
however, as 1785, it was generally known in England 
that the French contemplated the expulsion of the 
British from the East: “ The present view of the 
Fronch,” says Horace Walpole, writing at fiat date, 
" is to divest us of India; ” the probabilit} of an 
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attatjk ufon. oxir Indian einpiro had boon clearly fore¬ 
seen by Mr. Dundas. The Coramaader-iu-Cliiof, Sir 
A. Clarke, and other members of the Council at 
Fort William, fully coincided in the views of the 
Governor-General', and on the 20th of June, 1708, 
two days after the evidence of the authenticity of 
tlie proclamation was complete, Lord Mornington wrote 
to General Harris ; “ I now take the earliest oppor* 
tunity of acquainting you with my FtNAii detejimi- 
KAi'iON. I mean to call upon the allies without de¬ 
lay, and to assemble the army upon the coast with 
all possible expedition. You will receive my public 
instructions in the course of a few days. Until you 
have received them, it will not he proper to take any 
public steps for the aasembling of the army ; but what¬ 
ever can be done without a disclosure of the ultimate 
object, I authorize you to do immediately, intending 
to apprise you by this letter that it is my positive 

EESOLUTIOir TO ASSEilBLE THE ARMY IIPOX THE COAST. 

I wish to receive from you, by express, a statement of 
the force which you can put in motion immediately, 
and within what time you can make any large ad¬ 
ditions to it.” 

Before wo enter into the ^ development of Lord 
Moruington’s policy, and proceed to relate the manner 
in which his orders were received by the Madras 
Government, it will be proper to give the reader 
some account of the arahitious and warlike sovereign 
who bad thus provoked the displeasure of the British 
power. 



§L 

him AND CORiasrONDENCE OR 


CHAPTER IX, 

Caifet r oF TTydor Ali, fftfher of Tip2)oo Saib.—Wavs with the British.— 
Orcut Qualities.—Marches to the Gates of Madras, and diotates Terui;? 
of IVace.' — Wui with the Maluattus-- — British refuse to R.ssi.st him.—r 
liivados the Curnnti(‘.—Spreads terror through the country.—Tippoo 
Si\ih conunanda a Division of Horse.—llyder Ali encounters the Ihiti.sh 
under Colonel Baillic.—Utterly dtst;oys Biiillie’e Roreo,—Cowardice 
of Sic Hector Maiiro in deserting Baillie.—British Prisoiiors saved 
from Massacre hy the interposition of French Officers. — Measures of 
Warren Hastings — Sir Fiyre Cootc taht;> the h'icld.— Fortune of the 
\Vi\T cliuu^xd, — Hydcr Ali and I'ippoo 8u.il) defeated. — They ^,ain 
Advantages over tlio British. — A French Fleet arrives off tl\e Coast of 
Malabar. —Cniol Treatment of the English Prisoners in the hands of 
Tfyder,— Hyi'ocrisy of Tippoo Saib, —Death of Hydcr Ali.—T.»ppoo 
cuts to j)icces the British Force under General Mathews. — Mathews 
cruelly poisoned by the Tyrant. —Seventeen British Officers prisoned 
in Prison.—Others die from the Effects of Iniprisonmout.— Fall of 
lUHlnoiC.—Siege of Mangalore.—Pence between Great Britain ami 
Fnvnre.— Tenuination of the W'ur with Tippoo. — Wealth arrd Re- 
sourccj.s of Tip2>oo Sultaun.— Tippoo, in defiaiice of the Bfitisli, niakes 
War upon Travancort.—M!irque.-is Cornwallis tnke.s the Field.—Serin- 
grtpatam invested. —Tj|>pco alarmed.—The Capital .spared. — Gives his 
Sons as Hostages. — Dcjirivcd of a large Portion of his Territor3%— 
Obliged to pay the Expenses of the War. —Continued Enmity to the 
British. — The Political Balance created by Marquess Cornwalli.s di.s- 
arranged in 1798 .—Tlic Allies weaker*—Tippoo's Strength recovered 
— ConespuntLs with the French, &c.— His Letter to Sir .Tohn Sliore, 
icspceting Lord IMoruington. —Letteiv- to Sir Alured Ckrkc and Lord 
iMorningtoii. 


Tippoo Saib, Sultaun of Mysore, first attracted no- >>^- 0 
ticc in the protracted and bloody Avars of bis fatJ^^r, - 
the renowned Hydcr Ali Ivhan, against tlie Bniish. 
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During tho between tlio French and the English 
in the Carnatic, llyder, wlio had originally been a 
private soldier in the service of the Ilajah of Mysore, 
raised himself first to be the ca[)tain of a band of 
marauders, then to cormnander of the army of My¬ 
sore ; and finally, like Nadir Shah, Napoleon and 
other military dictators, assumed sovereign power. 
Tippoo, the usiirp(;r s eldest son, was educated in all 
the sciences which are cultivated by the Mohammedan 
sect—to which Ilycler Aii was devoted with all the 
enthusiastic ardour of a devout Mussulman. He dis¬ 
covered but little taste for learning, however ; and 
at an early age aildicted himself to martial exercisoa 
Daring the first war Hyder carried the terrors of his 
arms to the gates of Madras, and dictrited terms of 
peace to the Biitish Government; Tippoo, at this 
time nineteen years of age, was entrusted with the 
command of a corps of cavalry. Mutual restitution 
of conquests and an alliance in defensive wars, were 
the conditions of the treaty which terminated hos¬ 
tilities. In 1770 the ]\IahratUiS invaded Mysore; 
and Ilycler Ali applied to his British allies for as¬ 
sistance against these fonnidable enemies; but assist- 
aiK^e was not rendered to him, and he had to pur¬ 
chase peace on disadvantageous tenns. Filled with 
rage and resentment against tho British, wdio had 
disappointed lus hopes, the active chieftain of Mysore 
opened communications with the French authorities 
at rondicherry, and succeeded in detaching the Nizam 
from his aliianco with tho British Goveimmcnt. Hav¬ 
ing collected an overwhelming force, he descended 
into tlie Carnatic like a thunderbolt. His army con- 
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sisted of twenty thousand regular infantry, and seventy 
thousand horse ; nearly one half of which wore disci¬ 
plined in European tactics, and were directed by 
French officers and engineers. Ilyder’s sudden ir¬ 
ruption carried dismay into the council-chamber oi 
Madras. The villas in the neighbourhood of Madras 
were deserted by the panic-stricken inhabitants, and 
the British residents of the presidency, it is even said, 
thought of taking refuge in their ships and abandoning 
the city. A little army under the command of Colo ¬ 
nel Baillie, while endeavouring to form a junction with 
the force of Sir Hector Munro, but six miles distant, 
was attacked by the combined forces of Hydcr Ali. Co¬ 
lonel Baillio’s little band consisted of only four hun¬ 
dred Europeans and two thousand sepoys; but ani¬ 
mated by the heroic spirit of their undaunted leader, 
they maintained their ground with firmness, in the 
hope of being relieved by Sir Hector Munro. Form¬ 
ing a square, they resisted no less than thirteen charges 
of the Mysore cavalry ; and notwithstanding the fear¬ 
ful havoc created by the fire of sixty pieces of cannon 
and the fiuy of armed elephants, for some time the 
fortunes of the day were doubtful. Sir Hector Munro 
vfvui near enough to hear the distant thunder of the 
artillery ; but v’ith a degi’ee of poltroonery tliat neither 
beot.rae his Trojan appellation, nor the chanicter ol 
the nation to which he belonged, he retreated pre¬ 
cipitately within the gates of Madras, and left the 
whole of his brethren in arms, either to he cut to 
pieces or to endure the horrors of a captivity worse ' 
than death. Colonel Baillie and two hundred officers 
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and men wore tlie ouJy sui'vivora at the close of the 
day ; and but for the humane intervention of General 
Lally and the French officers, they would have been 
instantly massacred. Ilydor was in the thick of the 
battle during the fight; while Tippoo, his lionAYhelp, 
lavetiing in English blood, shared in tlie dangers and 
glories of the day. The intelligence of these events 
produced an extraordinary sensation throughout Bri¬ 
tish India: the whole population of Madras put on 
mourning. Warren Hastings instantly dispatched Sir 
Eyre Coo to with five hundred Europeans and five hun¬ 
dred sepoys to the relief of Madras; and, quitting 
Calcutta, proceeded in person to the seat of war ; 
taking upon himself the direction of affairs in the 
invaded presidency. Sir Eyre Coote at once took 
the field, and soon changed the fortunes of the war. 
He compelled Ilyder Ali to raise the sieges ot Wau- 
dii>ja.sh, Vellore, &c. ; and in a bloody engagement 
v/ith the Mysorean forces near Porto Novo, on the 
sea coast, routed il.e enemy. Ilyder, however, gained 
an advantage over the British on the’ very ground 
on which Colonel Baiilie’s troops were cut to pieces, 
and Sir Eyre Coote was compelled to fall back upon 
Madras. Lord Macartney, the ne v Governor of Ma¬ 
dras, now made proposals of iHjace to Ilyder Ali ; but 
they were rejected with di.sdain ; and both parties 
prepared for a protracted struggle. Colonel Baiilie 
and the officers and soldiers who fell into the hands 
of their enemy, were treated with the greatest bar¬ 
barity, and were imprisoned in irons m the dungeon 
of Seringapatam, notwithstanding the, hypocritical 
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pvofesflious of Tippoo ^aib that he felt a syrapatliy 
for the suflerings of these brave men and would exert 
himself to alleviate their condi tion. 

In November, 1781, Lord Macartney had so far 
augmented the british forces as to enable him to 
undertake the enterprise of attacking Kegabatam. The 
attack was successful, and 7000 Mysores were made 
prisoners. Sir Eyre Coote again took tlie -field: lie 
relieved Vellore, which had endured the nnspeakahie 
horrors of a sixteen months’ closo blockade : ho took 
Chittor from the enoiny, and expelled llyder from 
Tanjore, which had suflerod an accumulation of mise¬ 
ries during the previous campaign. But fortune vvas^ 
not always on the British side : TTyder occasionally < 
pressed liard on his antagonists; and on the 1 7th of 
February, 1782, his son Tippoo Sail), on tlie banks of 
the Cole river in the Tanjore country, at the head of 
ten thousand horse and twenty pieces of ordmi^co, 
totally defeated an English force of two thousantf men 
commanded by Colonel Ilraithwaite.’^ Again the liuma- 
Tuty of the French officers was displayed ; but for the 
earuestiiess with which they interposed with Tippoo in 
behalf of the British prisoners, those unfortunat^ men 
would have been pat to death in cold blood by their 
sanguinary young conqueror. Hyder AlFs last battle 
was fought with iSir Eyre Coote at Arnee ; ho was ro- 
pv.lsed ; and in a few months afterwards died in tlie 
eighty-second year of his age, in the midst of prepara¬ 
tions for co-operating with a French fleet of twelve’ 
sail of the lino which had arrived oft' the coast of 
'\lalabar. Tbe unhappy Englishmen who were kejit 
close prisoners in Scririgapatam were cimelly disap- 
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pointed in the expectations which thoj had formed of 
receiving some better treatment from Tijipoo Sultaun 
than the} liad experienced from his ferocious parent: 
many of them envied the fate of their hajdess commander 
Colonel Baillie,—who expired from the effects of grief 
and ill usage in Ids dungeon, on tho 13th of Novom- 
her, 1782. No sooner had the tyrant ascended the 
musmid, (of which his father had never the hardihood 
formally to take possession,) than he commanded that 
all the liandsoniest and youngest of the European 
soldiers should undergo tlic repulsive ceremonies of 
Mohammedanism. They were dragged with a delirious 
stuff called majum, which rendered them insensible, 
and in this state they received the initiatory rite. 
These wretched men were then compelled to act as 
drilkserjeants to Tippoo’s slave battalion of boys, who 
had been kidnapped from the Cuinatlc. 

Kibe Bombay Government now detached a strong 
force, under General Mathews and Colonci Humber- 
stone, into Mysore. They captured all the batteries 
and forts of the Great Pass of Hussaingurry Ghaut, 
four thousand feet in height •, carried Onore, Anatipore, 
and B'-ngalore by assault, and took possession of the 
city of Bcdiioro, with an immense quantity of treasure. 
Tippoo was compelled precipitately to aba-ud-w ;\.id "'• 

blow up Arcot, and hasten to defend his own temEory. ‘ 
Fortunately for him the treasure captured in Bednore, 
-—amounting to upwards of one million sterling,—wo.s 
the cause of a serious division among the British fi>r<;es, 
which ultimately led to their utter ruin. Cupidity 
blinded the officers and troops to a sense of their duty ? 
and to the imminently liazardous nature of their po.sition. 

voi. i. 0 
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General ilathews-refused any portion of the 

treasure to the pay of the troops, then eighteen months 
in arrear; in consequence of. which, Colonel llutnbei- 
stone and several of the leading officers resigned their 
commands and quitted the camp for the purpose of 
subinitting their grievances to the Bombay aovernment. 
While discontent reigned among the .British, and 
while the army was dispersed in small detachments, 
Tippoo Sultaim approached Bednore at the head of 
50,000 troops. He immediately bore down upon 
General Mathews, who was then at the head of a 
cohmm of 2000 men. The British force was anni¬ 
hilated, and their unfortunate commander was marched 

in heavy irons to the dungeons of Mysore, where he 
was eventually destroyed, by means of poisoned food, 
at the order of Tippoo. The havildar who had chaige- 
of General Mathews, told his hapless prisoner that the 
food whicli was placed before him was baited -with a 
deadly poison. A h.QTTible alternative was placed 
before the unhappy General-he must either perish by 
poison or starvation- For several days he resisted the 
pangs of hunger; but at length maddened at the 
sight, of the food, he indulged tbs cravings ■ of his 
appetite, and soon afterwards was a corpse. General 

■ M-oEcwIn death toolc. place on the 7th of September, 

■ ,1788 : in the following month, Messrs. Burnley, Fraser, 
and Sampson were poisoned at Mysore : and the fol¬ 
lowing officers w^re poisoned with the milk of the 
cocoanut-tree at the hill fort of Asse-Droog :— 

Capt. Campbell, 98th regt. Capt. Fish, lOGth regt. 
Capt. Alston, 100th regt. Assist.-Surgeon Gifford;do. 
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In the Company's /Service. 
Brigadier-Major Young Lieut. Oliyier. 


195 


Oapt. Games. 

Capt. Leudrum. 

Capt. R. Ciillocli:. 
Commissary Stewart. 
Dep. Oommiss. Cheek. 


Major Bewtriil. 

Capt. Clift. 

Capt. Gottick. 

Lieut'. Barnwell. 

Capt, Jackson. 

Capt. Richard.son. 

Several of the English prisoners died in their dun¬ 
geons, and some became insane from the hon-ors of 
confinement. 

After the fall of Bednore, Tippoo laid siege to the 
fortress of Mangalore, on the coast of Malabar. Tii 
order to withdraw him from that important position, 
the British Government dispatched two dilFerent expe- 
-ditions from the Malabar and Coromandel-coasts. The 
southern army under Colonel Eullartpn succeeded in 
forcing a passage into Coimbatoor, and taking posses¬ 
sion of the capital of, that province. At this crisis 
the news of peace loetween France and Great Britain 
arrived ; a negotiation was set on foot, and after the 
capture ef the important town o| Mangalore, which had 
endured a seven months’ sie'fe froiji Tippoo’s ariny, 
the war w'as bronght to a cbnciuu on the 11th of 
March, 1784,—a war which has been apG^ ’ 
a.s the most formidable the English ever mtained for| 
the empire of the East. . 

Notwithstanding this war, Tippoo’ss jewels and trea¬ 
sure were, in 178G, estimated at eighty millions ster¬ 
ling ; beside 700 elephants, G,000 camels, 11,000 
horses, 400,000 bullocks and cows, 100,000 buffaloes, 
GOO.OO0 sheep, 300,000 firelocks, 300,000 matchlocks, 
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200,000 Kvvards, and 2,000 pieces: of cannon ; beside 
an iintnense qnantit 3 f of military stores; whUe bis re.- 
guiar a,riny consisted of .19,000 cavalry}. 3 0,000 artil¬ 
lery, and 70,000 infantry, 5,000 rocket-inen, and 
40,000 irregular infantry. In 1787 and 1788 lie 
exhibited his zeal for the Moliamtnedan religion, by 
carrying away froiu Malabar nearly 70,000 native 
Christians, and by converting 100,000 Hindoos into 
Mussulmans, forcibly compelling them to receive cir¬ 
cumcision and eat beef. He also publisbcd an edict 
for the destruction of all Hindoo temples in bis do¬ 
minions. In 1787 Tippoo sent an embassy to Paris, 
to induce the French to commence hostilities against 
the British in India. 

In April 1790, Tippoo, despite of the remonstrances 
of the Briti.s]i Government, invaded the dominions of 
the llajah of Travancore. This was regarded as a 
declaration of war ; and General Meadows and Colonel 
Stuart entered the Sultauu’s dominions. In the begin¬ 
ning of the following year, however, so ably had 
Tippoo conducted the war, that tiie British com¬ 
manders were menaced by the enemy at the gates 
of Madras. d'h<r Mi ro|ess Cornwallis now assumed 
the command hai afiny, and conducted the war 
yj/\ih r~ • '■ vigour ; yet it was not till February, 1792, 
#iha.t he was enabled to undertake the siege of Seringa- 
Being joined by the Mzara, the Mahrattas, 
and General Abercrombie, Lord Cornwallis made pre¬ 
parations for storming Seringapatam. Op)e.vations were 
commenced ; four out of the .six redoubts were taken ; 
the breaching batteries w'ere ready, and orders for 
tiie assault issued. Tippoo’s spirit at length quailed ; 
seeing his capital beleagured by eleven thousand 





English, thirtj tliousahcl sepojs, with eightj-four pieces 
of cannon, he accepted the conditions proposed to him 
hj Lord Corn wall is. By the treaty of peace he was 
compelled to cede half his dominions to the British, 
the Nizam, and the Mahrattas ; to pay three rnilliou 
five hundred thotisand pounds sterling as the expenses 
of the war; to deliver up all the prisoners which 
he held in captivity, and to surrender his two sons as 
hostages. Lord Cornwallis hoped that, by dimmishirig 
the power of Tippoo Sultaun and augmenting the 
power of the Nizam and the Mahrattas, a system of 
balanced power would bo established that would gua¬ 
rantee a contimiauce of tranquillity. 

Lord Wellesley has been blamed fox'* not abiding 
by the treaty of Seringapatara, and maintaining the 
balance as adjusted by Lord Oornwallia ; but the fact 
is,'that this balance was destroyed dui’ing the admi¬ 
nistration of Sir John Shore, when tlie Nizam was 
attacked and his power nearly annihilated by the 
Mahrattas. The weakness of the Nizam, and the 
internal convulsions of the Mahratta states^ prevented 
those members of the triple aUj^nce from affording 
the expected support tp li ■'^*iitis|t,, or ffrow keeping 
the restless Sultaun of My ■ioro. 'lfv ? . ^ ' 

In a letter written by fidM''W'eliesIeT 
ville, from the Cape of Good Hope, his Lordship, . re- 
ferring to Tippoo Sultaun’s communications with 
Zernaun Shah observqi!i, “If the facts ho true which 
I have stated on both sides of this enumeration of 
the comparative circumstances of our sitnation in 
India, and of those which afioct the situation of 
Tippoo, it must he admitted that he has rather gained 
than lost weight in the period of time described, and; 
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tliat the consistency, unity, and etficieney ol our side 
of the balance has'suffered no inconsiderable degree 
of diminution.” He adds emphatically, “ The hahnce 
of pmer in India no longer' ecmts upon the same 
footing on which it was placed hy the peace (rf h>e~ 

The final result ” remarks the Goyeriior-General, 
in. a letter addreased to J, A, Kirkpatridc^ Esq», 
Hyderabad, “is the entire loiss of the benefit of the 
triple alliance against Tippoo Sultaun, atid the estab¬ 
lishment of a French army of fourteen thousand^ men 
in the dominions of one of our allie.s, in the vicinity of 
the territories of Tippoo Sultaun, and on^ the confines 
of the Carnatic and the Northern Oircars,” 

Notwithstanding Tippoo’s correspondence with the 
French, with Zemaun Shah, and other powers, and the 
military preparations which were in progi*e.ss in Mysore, 
■ the. crafty ibsiatic, with characteristic duplicity, conti¬ 
nued to profess sentiments of tlie utmost amity toward.^ 
the British Government. The following letter was 
I’eceived at Calcutta on the 26th of April, 1 /98 . 


'CuToo . I'OjSni Joim SHORE. 

...wwiv fawiirlWHvitli ycmr letter, notify nig 

yrnir- mtention of returning to Europe, and the nomi- 
^ nation of .Lord Mornington, who is of rank, to _ the 
office of Governor*General, in whom the same dispo- 
pi sition would be manifested with yourself, to cultivate 
' aud iinprove the friendship and good understanding 
•' ^ subsisting between the two states, and an inviolable 
;, A a^l’aerence to the engagements hy which they are con- 
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nocted. It is very well. You must impress Lord 
Moruington with a sense of tile friendship and iinaii- 
imity so firmly subsisting between us, and constantly 
favour me with letters communicating your health and 
welfare. 

(A true triiBslatiorn) N . B. Ed4\his:stonj!, 

Persian Translator to Goverijuiient.” 

On the very day that this letter was received at 
Port William, Tippoo’s ambassadors whom he had sent 
to the Governor of the Me of France, landed, at Man¬ 
galore, a sea-port on the coast of Malabar, accom¬ 
panied by the French force levied under Malartic’s 
proclamation, 

On the I7th of May, 1789, the following letter 
reached the supreme Govoniment — 

XIPFOO SULTACN TO SIR AWJREl) CLARKE. 

“ I was much gratified by the receipt of your friendly 
letter, comtmmicating the departure of Sir John Shore, 
and your having taken charge of the Government until 
the arrival of the Earl ^ 

friend, I have no doubt of yoitr cqmfeMlt di,^K)sition to 
strengthen the bonli, siii,c^i^. ‘■+'iciiimcn t to ihd two 
'States.” ‘ ■ '■ , ' 

The annexed letter was written imhiediatfely', alter , 
the mWligcEte of the GoToraor-GencraVs anival 
reached Sexingapatam 

PEOM TIFPOO SU.LTAOT TO THE EARL OF MORNIYQTOK. 

Your Lordship’s friendly letter containing the agree¬ 
able intelligence of your arrival at Calcutta, and your 
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taking charge of the Gompaiiy’s airairs, rsached iiie at 
the happiest <jf times, and afforded me a degfee of 
re and satisfaction that cannot be adequately cx- 
upon paper. May the Almighty prospe*' to 
your Lordship this event! By the Divine grace, the 
exalted fabric of union and attachment, and the firm 
foundation of friendship and harmony between the two 
states, are in full strength. To adhere to the obliga¬ 
tions of existing treaties, is a constant object with me. 
Your Lordsbip is from your heart a friend and well- 
MUishei’, and I am confident will hold in mind the 
observance of union and concord. I hope you Will 
continue to gratify me by letters notifying your 
Welfare. 

(A true translotioii.) K. B. Edminstone, 

Peifiian Translator to Government.” 


The Governor-General rigidly judged that mere ex- 
■postulations with such an enemy would be 'productive 
of no lasting benefit. The history of the past, proved 
that nothing short of deprimng Tippoo Sultaun of the 
potucr of doing 'urischuf. couhi afford the British 
Government sect-pjitv '' S''^V nis hcstile designs. 

Yviri-.e, thev'’'^' rpp,proceeded td open a negotiation 
if,i- re.spet-ting'vV^ynaad and otlier disputed ter- 

ntories; hi,§ Excellency urged upoh thtj Government of 
Madias tJie duty of immediate preparatinns^ on, a scale 
commensurate with the enterpri.sewhich he projected. 
lYhat effect Lord Moniiugton’s letter to General Har¬ 
ris produced in the Gonncil of Fo.rt St. George, and 
wfiat events occurred in consequence of it, shall he re¬ 
lated in a .succeeding chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 


DistTuiy litroduced at Madras by Lord MoriiiitgtoTi*s ordersW^d»be 
predicts that tbe Ooycraor- Generul will be defeated, and irnpeached 
on his return to Europe. — Gojieral Matris alanued.—Adyises Lord 
Mornington to temporise with Tippoo Sultaun.—Memoranduih ot 
Mr. Webbe.^-Weakuess of the Madras aovcrnmeiit,-+~Mr. Webbe 
trembles at the Prospect of an Invasion by Tippoo.—liecounts tl:.c 
Disasters^ Dangers, E^epenses, and Delays of the Wars with Itydcr Ali 
and Tippoo.—Lord Mornington’s Finnueas. — feepeats liis Orders.—Is 
supported by the Oonurnander-xiv-Chiel and the Council of Bengal,— 
Prepares for the Contest.•-^Negotiations with the Kizain and the 
Mahrattas.—Accotnplishes the Destruction of the French Force of thoA., 
Ni'£ani without shedding hlood, — The Nizam rcceivevS a British suV 
sidiaiy Force instead of the disbanded French Corps.—Elfects of this . 
stroke of policy all thiough British India.—Exaltation of thit:.. Ad^T ': 
herents of the British Government.—Oeneral Craig congratulates.;; 
Lord Mornington on the Uesult.—Coviospondeticc between Tippoo,; 
Bultauxi and the Govenior-GeneraL IjvA 

The GovernoivCreTierars lettors Genei-al Harris, atit‘| 
iiouncing that it va-. '■'•■’‘‘iuvft r^^olutioH ty asseiiw - 
Me the army upon tlie poast ot ' 

ceived with anything huli' enthti^lasUo 
Madras. The bare idea of the poskibi^iireuevrai oi. 
hostilities with Tippoo Sultaun filled the members of 
that Government with the most painful appreliensiomt; 
When Lord Morniiigton’s orders were eominuuicated to 
Mr. Webbe, the Secretary of the Government, by Mr,. 
Lushington, the Private Secretary of General Harris, 
that gentleman gave expression to his disajprobation of 
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the projected operations in the strongest terms. “Gur 
unprepared state for war, in the absence of a large 
portion of pnr troops in the Eastern Islandsour 
empty and bankrupt treasury at Madrasall the 
horrors of Hyder’s merciless inrasion of the Carnatic,-— 
of Tippoo’s sanguinary destioictioli of Colonel Baillie's; 
(letacknent,™Sir Hector Munro’s disgraceful retreat to 
Madras, and the first failure of Lord Oomwallis against 
Seriixgapatam rushed at once into Mr. Webbe’s mind, 
after reading Lord Mornington’s. letter, and he e.\- 
claimed irith Mttei'ness and grief, ‘ I can anticipate; 
nothing but shocking disasters from a premature attack 
Upon Tippoo in our present disabled condition, and 
the mpeaehmetii of Lord Mornington for his teme¬ 
rity.'’”* E-mn the Commander-iu-Ghief of the army of 
; Coromandel shrunk at first sight from the enterprise 
which Lord Mornington proposed to him. “ For my 
'Irf; '.' own part,” observes General Harris, in a letter dated 
'' ■ ,23rd of Juue, 1 '798, “ I have no doubt (as matters now; 

island with the French) but Tippoo will expilain away 
, . .our j ust grounds of complaint, althppgff l am convinced 
, 'he has committed hiniself to the full extent of the 
proclamation. His inveter3'’y '!::,.rt;^iSi will only end with 
• his; .life, fUid he W'i’’ -'ays seize any opportunity that 
hut noktMhstanding thin,, and tJiat 
ihe poVitki^K^hviiiniMlonces of IndM are nenv rauoh in 
oiir favour, '4 perhaps still remains a matter of serious 
aonmdsration wh(!thor,in otir mry great v;ant of cash, 
and the effect our being engaged in war in this 
eountipinay have on the affairs in Europe, it would 
ffpot be better that he should he allomd to make the 
' I LushingtGH’i? Liie at .LoiTl Hanis. 
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mmnde hononthh if he he so inclined, than Iktt we 
should aniail oursehes of f,lie error he has rm info, and 
endeavour to punish him for his insolencei' Having 
made this obser vation, General Harris, as an old soldier, 
addF;: “ On my part, your Lordship may depend on my 
following your instructions implicitly.” In a subse¬ 
quent letter, the General eommunicated to Lord 
Momington a memorandum drawn up'by Mr. Webbe, 
earnestly protesting against the orders of the supreme 
Govermneut. After reviewing the position of the 
allies, MrAWobbe observes, " In respect to\<xu*selves, 
a very large proportion of the coast army is detached, 
our means of resource curtailed by the war in Europe, 
and our credit in tlois country—at least, upon this coa^t 
bankrupt. If, therefore, with all the advantages we pos¬ 
sessed in the year 1790, with the hearty and effePtuaL 
co-opcration of the Mahratta,s, and with the friendship 
of the Nizam, our ojrerations again.st Tippoo were not 
made successful without the greatest difiQculty, I am 
fearful that under the general change of circumstances 
which I have nmnti,oued, and wliich I believe to be 
correct, an hm uou/ is more likelp to,end 

m discomfiture them .-Mr. Webbj, |oe.s on. 
to recount the various re^otis ' 'Induced 
entertain these gloomy ap^fchbhsiets,-^ ,i Ibh 
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war well advanced, with our preparatrbil's,''3SM| , 
ments on foot for twelve months before, and 
a combined alliance as may be now despaired of, i'i; 
still cost Lord Cornwallis hvo campaims before lie 
could besiege Seringapatam.” “I doubt,” he says, 
“that it is practicable to obtain the assistance of the ' 
Mab’-’' ' 'S. In respect to both the Mahrattas and the 





ffizam, I think then:; is no reasonahlo ground to expect 
eflectual assistance from either until we should strike 
some signal blow, ifeither of them were hearty in the 
cause during the last war before the fall of Bangalore.” 
Having dwelt upon the issue of the camjraign in 17.90, 
under General Meadows, and described the various 
physical and political difficulties that presented them¬ 
selves to thwart Lord Mornington’s designs, Mr. Webbe 
declares his belief that any hostile preparations on the 
part of the British Governmeat would produce an 
immediate invasion by Tippoo Sultaun ;—“ Mean¬ 
while, tho movement of our troops and military prepa¬ 
rations conld not escape the vigilance of Tippoo : his 
i':?. , resources are always more prompt than our owm ; and 

'v,b;; ar; great part of his army is said to be in a state of 
'/t! ' field equipment, our attenrpt to strike a blow at liim 
. is likely to produce an invasion of the Carnatic, before 
we are in a situation to resist Mm.” He sums up his 
forebodings in the following words : —“ But, seeing 
that our resources have, by the more operation of the 
wav in Europe, been reduced to a stajte of the greatest 
embariassment, and haying no hoi^H-liieffectual relief 
but in pea,ge, I caivaniiMb<>^ but the most bane- 

' fiilL.c^h'Ee'jHence.^ " .x a yar v ith Tippoo. If war is 
^ present'are judged the most advan- 
^ffdis^xiutetfthces under which it can commence, I 
i: ;hsii^'-'6ur situation is bad beyond the hope of remedy.” 

, Upon a man of le.ss decision of character than Lord 
Idornington, this array of obstacles and startling diffi- 
, culties would have produced some eli'cct. To his ca- 
. 'pacious understanding and undaunted .soul the argu- 
, inents of the members of tho Madras Council '"•1^ sug- 



MAllQOESS ^V.EI,I,ESLHY. 5i05 

gestetl new motives for energy, and additional resold' 
tion to encounter, or, if practicable, to prevent fcbe 
dangers which were exhibited in such magnitude in 
the correspondence of the Madras Govermnent. The 
authorities at Port St. George had yet to learn how 
great an influence one commanding Tnind and resolute 
spirit, invested with the unfettered direction of aflairs, 
can exercise upon the fortunes of war; and how the 
ardour, pati'iotic zeal, inflexible resolution, and resist¬ 
less daring of a great man exercising the lunctions of 
government, can be conveyed by a hidden chain of 
electric communication to the hearts of every ofiicer and 
soldier in the army, and to every member of the civil 
servicQ under liira. The Wellesley character was not 
yet understood; for, at the period of which we are ' 
writing, the Governpr-Geneial had been but a few 
weeks at the head of the Bengal Government. Mr. . 
Wehbe’s faithful expostulations supplied his Excel- .■ 
lency with fresh incentives to action ; they pointed ont ' 
more clearly than ever, the dangers that impended . 
over the British nation in India, by exliibiting cbiv 
roctly the actual poStGon td G^ enemy. With- ■,v 

out entering into ai- ■''»« dbttdls of the discussimis 
between the Govere0r-G|ri6ra> , " the Gevernment of 
Madras, which are cTefeloped in a ». coAp- - 

spoudence,* it will be sufFicionf fe quote the ibllowiiuv 
passage iu explanation of the line of conduct pur- 
sued iu this emergency by Lord Mornington 
we thought it proper to enter with you into any c - 
emssion of the policy of our late orders, we might c© 
you to the records of your own Government, wh 

* MSS. Vrellesley Collection. 
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furaisli more than one example of the iatai conse¬ 
quences of neglecting to keep pace with the forward- 
ness of the enemy’s equipments, and of resting the 
defence of the Carnatic, in such a crisis as the present, 
on any other security than a state of early and active 
prepsaration for rvar. But being resolved to exclude 
all mch discussions from the correspondence of the two 
(rovernments, ive shall only repeat our confidence in 
your zealous and speedy execution of those partS: of 
the public service which fall ivithin the direct line of 
your peculiar duty” Lord Mornirigton, in a letter to 
tbo Court of directors, reviewing the whole circum¬ 
stances of the war, observes, “I have no hesitation in 
declaring, that my original intention was—if circum- 
, stances would have admitted—-to have attacked the 
' Sultaun instantly, and on both shies of his dominions, 
■for the purpose of defeating hih^liostile preparations, 

. and of anticipating their declared object. I was con- 
' cenied, however, to learn, from persons most conversant 
in inilitaiy details at Fort St. George, that the dis- 
pei'sod state of the .army on tlie coast of Coromandel, 
'afid certain radical defects in its -esiablishments, would 
render the asg^jinbling a;,fdrc(»offensive inove- 
iijeata:£',gaimvt Tip^v- 4 uu 0 h.mq.ro tedious and difficult 
opeiatTf"’ . iiad apimehended.” 

,i |h^ Moruington applied him¬ 

self to the consideration of the means of counteracting 
French influence in the Deccan, and rendering 
j Nizam useful as an ally in the approaching con- 
t; while he urged forwai’d tlie military prepara- 
is in Bengal, .Madras, and Bombay, and took moans 
re-establishing the public credit; at the same time 
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sounding the disposition of the Mahi'attas, and cai - 
rying oil a correspondet ce with Tippoo Snltauu, ii 
possible to secure the objects which he had in view 
by negotiation hacked by a domonstmtion of a power¬ 
ful force, without having recourse to actual war. 

During the administration of Sir John Shore, some 
disturbp|nces l)roko out between the Mahrattas and the 
Nizam. ■ The latter power applied to the British Go¬ 
vernment for assistance; hut Sir John Shore left out 
ally unsupported— not only declining to interfere in 
the cpiarpfel, but refusing to permit the Nizam to 
employ i-igainst the Mahrattas the British suhfsidiary >■ 
force whifth, under the treaty of Seringapatam, con- is 
eluded by the Mai’quess Cornwallis, was placed in his 
territories for their protection. Sir John Shore was j 
anxious to maintain the pacific character of his ad- 
minkstration, and erroneously supposed that British * 
interests could he promoted by neutrality in such a t 
case. The unfortunate result of Sir John Shore’s 
policy soon became manifest. The Nizam placed him- 
. self in the hands of the French Resident, M. Raymond, - 
and exchanged his British aii^liarics tor twenty-threo • 
hattalions, officei’ft4 bj ■^wn'chm^ 
louns of the Fremcii tlopxxblic, a^v ” ^laying the cap 
liberty on the^r buttons. French inliu, w''Wm'edo-> 
niiuant in the'Court ot the Nizam ; and yet liis ifigh- 
ne.s 3 was one of the a/Mes on whom we were to tnjst 
in case of hostilities with Tippoo Sultaun, or of a 
French invasion! Subsequent discoveries* fully justi- 
fled Lord Mornington’s suspicions that the French 
officers in the Nizam's anny were in correspondence 

Vide Appendix. 



\Ti.th Tippoci Sultaun and the agents of the French 
llepiihlic. 

The Governor-General, fifdiug that the tiine had 
now an-ived for carrying his plans relative to tins 
force into execution, directed J. A. Kii'kpatrick, Esq., 
the Acting Resident at Hyderabad, the capital of tire 
Nizam’s dominions, at once to place himself 'in coin- 
municatioE with the Soubahdar, to lay heffre him 
' the whole of the circumstances connected with Tippoo 

Sultaun’s embassy to the Isle of France ; ftg demand 
his co-operation and assistance, under the ItQth article 
■\. of the Treaty of Pauugul; and to ui’ge upoa' him the 

' ■ immediate disbamling of the French corpsi, and the 

substitution, in their stead, of a British subsidiary 
force, as the basis of a now treaty. With so mucli 
skill, fu'omptitude, and energy, were these measures 
'■ '. taken, that the Governor-General had the satisfaction 
of receiving favourable answers upon every point, 
f '■ On the 1st of Sejdeinber, 1798, the new treaty was 
• .signed, by which the British subsidiary troops, for- 
, luorly two thousand in number, were augmented to 
six thousand, under thq;; direction of Colonel Kirk- 
Patrick; and the British Gove’-;:;,en«t was pletged for 
protection ofa.tizam againsh any unjust de- 
' inands ..lahrattas. The Nizam, on the other 

nand,'er.ga|pd to disband the French corps, whenever 
the whole British force should arrive In his capital; 
and to raise the subsidy which he paid fqir the main¬ 
tenance of the British troops from 57,713 to 210,425 
rupees per month. The new British force reached 
Hyderabad on, the 10th of October, without extitirg 
the least suspicion as to the object it was destined to 
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aRconiplish. The, iSfizam row began to waver ; but tlie 
british commander declared that ho would at once at¬ 
tack the French corps,of,^he Nizam, if the Soubahdar 
did not immediately fulili his engagements. A pro¬ 
clamation was then sent to the French camp, an¬ 
nouncing the disbanding of the corps, and declaring 
it to be treason for the native soldiers to obey their 
officers. The British force, aided by a strong body 
of tlie Nizam’, s horse, surrounded the camp; eleven 
thousand men laid down their arin.s, on promise of 
pay and future employment; and the French efficora 
were delivered up to the British commander, the 
Governor-General ensuring to them all their property, 
the arrears of pay due by the Nizam, and safe con¬ 
duct to France, without delay, molestation, exchange,, ; 
or cartel,—conditions which were observed by Lord i 
Mornington with the most scrupulous exactness. The 
remaining three thousand of the French corps, who | 
had been renroved to a distance, were without difficulty } 
disarmed. This bloodless victory produced a powerful 
sensation throughout all Lidia; with so much addresg !' 
and secresy were tliG,, procoediiigs conducted, that the ' 
intelligence was ,ao the Bri|jsh re- ; 

sidents of Calcutta, Madras, ai.,.. '^■'uibay, as iit was,. ] 
by the Courts of Poonaii' and Seringapui/., . i - 
dismay into tho Iioarts of the di.saffected, while* it evoi^'- 
where raised the hopes of the British. 

Major-General Craig, in a note to Lord Mornington, 
written from Gawnpore, expresses the feeling which 
the disbanding (of the French corp.s produced through¬ 
out tho anny “ I cannot refrain from taking the 
liberty of congratulating your Lordship, which 1 do 
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witb very great satisfaction, npoii successful,^ issue 
of your Lordship's measures to extirpate the French 
influence at the Court of Hyderabad. Nothing struck 
me more forcibly upon my arrival in this country 
than the extent of the mischief which might be created 
by that baneful and inimical ascendancy. H was re¬ 
served for your Lordship’s firmness and political wis¬ 
dom to remove an evil of so dangerous a tendency. ^ I 
very sincerely hope that the decision and energy which 
have so eminently characterised this the first step of 
your Lordship’s administration will produce the eflect 
of restoring our national character for vigour and spi- 
lit, upon which points I fear it has suffered pinch of 

( i; , ■ late years in the opinion of the natives.” 

; " ■ ■ fl'lie con-espoudeiice between Tippoo Sultaun and the 

i',:,’ ' supremo Hoverinn begins to assume a degree of 
more lively interest as the period of the destined tall 
. of his empire approaches. In a letter dated the IStli 
i'.i'c''- of July, and received by Lord Mornington at Fort 
fh . William on the aod of August, the Sultaun writes as 
■ ' . follows ; —“ Your Lordship has, written that subordi¬ 
nate officers are iiatip,py,: indin<,)d tc make nusrepre- 
sentatiqns to ' fchcif ^respccri’il'' aovoTjiments in such 
;i|rimt''^ cases, an'’ mment Jealousies and disturb- 
^ plain and simple 

« • ■ aises, tild repi-efeh'cations of interested people will not 
: havf' any weight or credit whatever with your Lord- 
ship. Nevertheless, as your Lordship /, is desirous of 
obtaining an explanation and removing doubts, and as 
orders have been issued to the officers Koriaul to con¬ 
fer with the persons who may be appointed from the 
Malalxir side ; and fairly to ascertain and remove all 





doubts, a person of rank shall also be deputed by me 
for this business. By tht favour of Ood, the bo^ds of 
friendship and union mo fi/rmly drawn between the 
two 8tate„% and I am io the last degree disposed to 
give additional strength to the henefioial system of 
amity and peace. Believing me gratified by the agree¬ 
able intelligence of your Lordship’s welfare, I hope you 
will always continue to rejoice me by your exhilarat¬ 
ing letters." Nothing can possibly exhibit the utter 
perfidy and hypocrisy of this ci’afty diplomatist more 
strongly than the fact (proved by the correspondence 
found in Seringapatara after Tippoo’s death) that the 
specific conditions of an oifensivo alliance against the . '‘i 
British, accompanied with solicitations to the French 
Directory and to the Government at the Isle of Fiance ' 
to send an au-xiliaiy force to aid in the conquest of , : ;>■ 
India, bear date two days subsequent to the date ■ ‘ j.lt- 
of the letter to Lord Mornington just quoted. In a ' - ' 
letter written the 7th of August, 17.9S, the Governor- 
General intimates to the Sultaun the final report of 
the Commissioners' in Malabar, and informs his High- 'I0i 
ness that ho had di^(0Gted them to make a formal ''-’v, 
acknowledgment ol w.’ ’ustice of Tippog Sultaun’s ' ' 
claim to the district of Wynaau. '’'‘'is copepssion b" 
no other effect than to draw troin tne, ' 
letters advancing fresh claims. Lord Moviiliigtc/! now ^ 
commenced an attempt to work upon Tippor/s fdars, « 

His Lordship, ha ving gained intelligence of the glorious ' ^ 
victory achieved by Sir Horatio Nelson at the Nile, 
and celebrated the event with public rejoicings in Cal¬ 
cutta, in a letter dated the 4th of Novembta’, 17.98, 
communicated the news of the destruction of the 
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French fleet to his Highness the Snltanii. Fonr days - 
afterwards Lord Mornington Mowe<i up the ^ntolh” 
gence of the calamity which had fallen upon Tippoo’s 

allies with the followi ng grave expostulation 

THE EARl, OP MORWlNGTOff TO TIPPOO SOLTATIN. 

Fort William, 8th November, 1798. 

“ It affords me sincere satisfaction to learn that you 
have nominated two persons of integrity and honour to 
meet and confer with the deputies appointed under iny 
orders by Mr. Duncan ( the Governor of Bombay), for 
the purpo.scs of investigating the question regarding 
y ^ the talooks of Amcera and Soulcd. It is only by 

' means of regular inquiry and amicable discussion that 

' ' ' J such questions can bo adjusted among independent 
SIS powers. My determination in the case of Wynaad, 
was dictated by those principles of justice and mode- 
SS ration which always direct the Company’s Government, 

’ j nor shall my scrupulous adherence to the same prin- 
i|'’ ciples he least manifest on your plaims to the districts 
at present in question, tjae possession of which shall 
not he wi thho lden from vo”: a.n iinstant, if, after a 

invesfig^^ ' uiul be satisfied of the justice of 

^ truth, that they are always the 

«/ niS ready to respect the just rights of others wlio arc 
the most vigilant and resolute to maintain their own. 

“I have understood your seiijtiuicats concenung 
‘ the turbulent disposition of iute^ted men who, by 
’ nature, are ever seeking opportunities of sowing seeds 
lA, of dissension.’ For the happiness of mankind, it is to 

'V'.' 



be laiaerited that these authors of confusion are too 
numerous, assiduous, and successful, in all parts of the 
world. In no age or country wore the baneful and in¬ 
sidious arts of intrigue cultivated with such success as 
they are at present by the f rench nation. I sincerely 
wish that no impression had been produced on your 
discerning mind by that dangerous people; hut xaii 
situatimt muhles me to Icncyw that they have readied 
your presence, and have endeavoured to pervert the 
msdom of your councils, and to instigate you to war 
against those who have given you no provocation. 

“ It is impossible that you should suppose mo to be 
ignorant of the intercourse which subsists between you 
and the french, whom you know to be the inveterate 
enemies of the Company, and to be now engaged in a 
war with the British nation. ■ , | 

You cannot imagine me to be indifierent to the ,;,vi ' 
transactions which have passed between you and the f.’’’ m ' ” 
euemies of my country ; nar does it appear necessary 
OX' proper that I should any longer conceal from you 
the surprise and concytn with which I pex'ceived you 
disjwsed to involve -yoxo'self in all the ruhmis conse- 
quences of a not only to 

subvert the fomldedixm. of 

the Company, but to inixyoduce into tile /... .f%'goxii‘ ' 
hingdom, the principles df anarchy diut xonfudon, 'to " 
shake your own authority, to weaken the obedience of , 

yoxcr sxjbjects, and to destroy the religmi which ijou ;i. ■..V'. "' 
rmep$s ■ ‘’-r. 

Tmmediatcljr affer my arrival at Bengal, I read '' 
your correspondence with the late Governor-General, 

Sir John Shore, and with the acting Governor-General ' ' 





Sir Alurcd Clarke ; and I perceived with great (jatis- 
fiiction, that in all your letters you constantly pro¬ 
fessed a disposition to strengthen the bonds of sin¬ 
cere attachment and the fonndations of harmony and 
concord established between you and the Honourable 
Company. I received peculiar pleasiun from reading 
your last letter to Sir John Shore, in which you 
signified your amicable desire that he should^ impress 
rtie with a sense of the ifiendship and unanimity so 
long subsisting between the two states. Your sub¬ 
sequent letters to mo have abounded with professions 
of the same friendly nature. 

Combining these professions of amity, on your 
part, with the proofs which the Comimay’s Govem- 
ment have constantly given of their sincere dispo,si- 
, tion to maintain the relations of friendship and peace 
; with you ; and adverting at the same time to your re- 
I , putation for wisdom and discernment, it was natural 

’ for me to be extremely slow to believe the various 
accounts transmitted to mo of your negotiations with 
' the French, and of your military preparations; but 
' whatever my reluctance to credit, such reports might 
be, prudence required .f ine and of the €om- 

panv’s allies: that wC should adopt certain uicasures 
: of pk . --ll. and self-defence, and these have accord¬ 

ingly been fSlten, as you Will no doubt have ob- 

, : .served. ■ ■ 

V “ The British Government and the allies wishing, 

; : neveribeless, to live in peace and|pendship with all 
their neighbours, entertaining no plojects of ambition, 
nor any views' in thedeast incompatible with their le- 
\f- spective engagements, and looking to no other olyecfe 
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than tbe permanent security and tranquillity of their 
own dominions and Bulijects, will always be ready, as 
they now are, to afford you every demonstration of 
their pacific disposition. 

“ The Peisliwah and his Highness the Nizam concur 
with me in the observations which I have oflered to 
yon in this letter, and which, in the name of the Com¬ 
pany and of the, Allies, I recommend to your most 
earnest consideration ; but as I am desirous of commu¬ 
nicating to you, on behalf of the Company and their 
allies, a plan calculated to promote the mutual secu¬ 
rity and welfare of all parties, I propose to depute to 
you, for this purpose, Major Doveton, who is well 
known to you, and who will explain to you more fully 
and particularly the sole means which appear to 
myself and to tbe allies of tbe Company to be 
effoctuai for the salutary purpose of removing all 
existing distrust and suspicion, and of estahlishiug 
peace and good understanding on the most durable 
foundations. 

“ You will, I doubt not, let me know at what time 
and place it will be convenient to you to receive 
Major JJoveton; axiu W)Qn as your friendly letter 
shall reach me, I will direct him to proceed to your 
preseuce. 

“ r shall expect your answer to this letter, with an 
earnest hope that it may correspond with the pacific 
views and wishes of the allies ; and that you may be 
convinced that jon cannot in any manner better con¬ 
sult your true interests than by meeting with cordi¬ 
ality the present friendly and moderate advance to a 
satisfactory and amicable settlement of all points on 
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'which any doubt ot anxiety may have arisen in the 
nviiidfl cither of yonrsfelf or your allies. 

(Signed) “ MORisriKOTOH;." 

(A true copy,) , N/B. 

Persian Translator to Govemroeut,’' 

ricfoi’e this e^ipostulatiou could have reached Se- 
ringapatam, Tippoo Sultaun addressed the folio-wing 
letter to the Governor-General:— 


TIPPOO SULTAUN TO LORI, MORNINQTON. 

Dated 20th Novonibe?, 1708.'^ 

“ It has lately come to my ears, from report, that 
in consequence of the talk of interested persons, mi¬ 
litary preparations are on foot. Eeport. is equally 
subject to the likelihood of being true or false, I 
have the fullest confidence that tlie present is without 
foundation. By the favour of God, the conditions (or 
obligations) of peace established between us have ob¬ 
tained the utmost degree of strength and firmne,ss ; 
under the circumstances of thoir hai'ing heeu firmly 
observed and adhered'-io, of v daily i union 

and friendship, and of the constant intercourse of 
correspoudcTi®! it (tlie ropori) cannot possibly be 
entitled to credit; but the promulgation (,f such re¬ 
port excites my surprise. My friendly pen writes 
this ; I hope your Lordship will he pleased to gratify 
me by writing of it. From a desire to maintain the 
obligations of treaty and engagement, I have no other 
intention (or thought) than to give increase to friend- 

* RoticiivL'd IMh of December, 1708, 






skip, and rny friendly heart is to the last degree bent 
on eudeavoxirs to ooufirra and strengthen the fonpda- 
tions of harmony and tinion. 


“ Let yonr Lordship always continue to gratify me 
by gladdening letters notifying your welfare." 

“ (A true translation.) N. B. PlDMiNSKfisE, 

Persian Translator to Govenmaent.'’ 

Intelligence of the invasion of Egypt by the French, 
was conveyed to Tippoo by the following letter from 
the Ottomaa Porte ;— 

THE SCBIIME rOETE TO THE INMAN SOVEEEION 
TIPPOO SULTAUN. 

Dated, Constantinople, *20tli of Se])teinber, 1798 ; delivered to Mr, Spencer 
Smith, his Britannic Mi\jesty’.s Minister Pleiiipotontiary* 

“ We take thi.s opportunity to acquaint your Ma¬ 
jesty, when the French Republic was engaged in war 
with most of the powers of Europe within this latter 
[wiriod our Sublime Porte not only took no part 
against them, but, regardful of the ancient amit}' exist¬ 
ing with that nation, adopted a system of the strictest 
neutrality, and shewed them even such actsS of coun¬ 
tenance as 4aYe giveii' rw to complaints bn the part 
of other Courts. ; 

“ Thus friendly disposed toivards them, and re¬ 
posing a confidorice in those sentiments of frieudsldp 
which they appeared .to profess for us, wo gao'e no 
ear to many propositions and advantageous offers 
which had been j made to us to side with the belli- 
gorent ]towers; .but, pursuant to our maxims of mo - 
dera.tion and justice, wo abstained from breaking with 
them without direct motive, and firmly observed the 





liae t>f neutralifc}'; all which is notorious to the 
wo.rl|i. ■ 


“ In this posture of things, when the French, having 
witnessed the greatest marks of attention from our 
Sublime Porte, a |X!rfect reciprocity was naturally 
expected on their side, when no cause existed to in¬ 
terrupt the continuance of the peace betwixt the two 
nations, they all of a sudden have exhibited the xui- 
provoked and treacherous proceedings of which the 
following is a sketch : 

“ They began to prepare a fleet in one of their 
harbours called Toulon, xvith most extraordinary myt’- 
tejy; and when completely litted out and ready foi 
sea, embarked a large body of troops, and they put 
also on board several persons versed in the Arabic 
language, and who had been in Egypt before. They 
gave the command of tliat armament to one of their 
generals named Buonaparte, who first went to the 
Island of Malta, of which lie took possession, and 
thence proceeded direct for Alexandria, where being 
arrived, the I7th of Muharem, all, of a-i^uvldeu lauded 
liis troops and entered the town by ppen force, pnb- 
lislung soon after mauifestoes in'Arabic , among the 
different tribes, stating in substance that the object 
of their enterprise was not to declare wiu’ against 
the Ottoman Porte, but to attack t'he Beys of Egypt 
for insults and injuries they bad (Committed against 
the French merchants in time past': that peace with 
the Ottoman empire was permanentthat those of the 
Arabs who should join,, would meet with the best 
treatment, but such as shewed opjiosition would suffer 
death : with this further insinuation, made in different 



quarters, but more particularly to ccrtam Courts lit 
araity with us, that the expedition against the l^Jeys 
was with the privity and coTisent of our SubUme Porte, 
which is a horrible falsity. After this, they took 
possassion of Eosetta, not hesitating to engage in a 
pitched battle with the Ottoman troops who had been 
detached from Cairo to assist the invaded. 

“ It is a standing law among, all nations, not to en¬ 
croach upon .each other’s territories whilst they are 
supposed to be at peace. When any such events take 
place as lead to a rupture, the motives so tending are 
previously made known to the parties; nor are any 
open aggressions attempted against their respective 
dominions until a formal declaration of war takes 
place. 

“ Whilst therefore no interruption of the peace, nor 
the smallest symptom of misunderstanding appeared 
between our Sublime Porte and the French Republic, 
a conduct so audacious, so unprovoked, and so deceit¬ 
fully sudden on their part, is an undeniable trait of 
the most extreme insult and treachery. 

“ The province of Egypt is considered as a region of 
general veneration, from ;the immediate proximity of 
the noble city of Mecca, the Keblesh of the Mussulmans 
(the point of the compass to which aU Turks turn 
their face in peiforming their prayers) and the sacred 
tomb of Medina, where the tomb of our blessed prophet 
is fixed ; tl\e inhabitants of both these sacred cities 
deriving from thence their sul>sistence. 

“ Independent of this it has been actually discovered 
from several letters wMch have been intercepted, that 
the further project of the French is to divide Arabia 
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into various republics, to attack the vrbolo Mobam- 
mextan sect in its religion and country ; and by a 
gradual progression, to extirpate all Mussulmans from 
the face of the earth. 

“It is lor t'iiese cogent motives and considerations 
that we have determined to repel this eneniy, and to 
adopt every rigorous measure against these persecutors 
of the fiiith; v/c placing all confidence in the omni- 
potent God, the source of all succour, and in the inter¬ 
cession of him who is the glory of prophets. 

“ Now, it being certain that in addition to the gene¬ 
ral ties of religion, the bonds of amity and good 
understanding have ever been firm and permanent with 
your Majesty, so justl}- famed for your zeal and attach¬ 
ment to our faith ; and that more than once such 
public acts of friendly attention have been pmctised 
between us, as to have cemented the connection sub¬ 
sisting between the two countries; we therefore sin¬ 
cerely hope from your Majesty’s dignified disposition, 
that you will not refuse entering into concert with 
us, and giving our Sublime Porte every possible assist¬ 
ance by such an exertion of zeal as your firmness and 
natural attachment to such a cause cannot fail to 
excite. 

“We understand that in consequence of certain 
iutiigues carried on by the French in India (alter their 
accustomed system) in order to destroy tlie settlements 
and to sow dissensions in the provinces of the English 
there, a strict connection is expected to take place 
between them and your Majesty, for whoso service they 
are to send over a corps of troops by the way of 
Egypt. 





“We are pcrauaded tliatthe tendency of the French 
plans cannot in the present days escape your Majesty’s 
penetration and notice; and that no manner, of regard 
will be given to their deceitful insinuations on your 
side: and whereas the Court of Great Britain is 
actually at war with them, and our Sublime Porte 
engaged on the other hand in repelling their aggi'es- 
sions, consequently the French are enemies to both ; 
and such a reciprocity of interests must exist betweer. 
those Courts as ought to make both parties eager to 
afford every mutual succour which a common cause 
requires. 

“It is notorious that the French, bent upon the 
overthrow of all sects and religions, have invented a 
new doctrine under the name of liberty, they them¬ 
selves professing no other belief bat that of Debreqs, 
(Epicureans or Pythagoreams); that they have not even 
spared the territories of the Pope of Rome, a country 
.since time immemorial hold in reverence by all Euro¬ 
pean nations ; that they have wrested and shared with 
others the whole Venetian State, notwithstanding that 
fellow-republic had not only abstained ^om taking part 
again.st tliem, but had rendered them service during 
the course of the war, tbu.s effacing the name of b\ie 
republic of Venice from the annals of history. 

“ There is no doubt that in their present a,ttempt 
against the Ottomans, as well as their ulterior designs 
(dictated by their avaricious views towards oriental 
riches), tend to make a general conquest of that coun¬ 
try (wliich may God never suffer to take effect!) and to 
expel eveiy Mussidiuan from it under the pretence ol 
annoying the English. Their end i.s to be once admit- 
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ted into Iiulia, and then to dovolope what really lies in 
their hearts, just as they have done in. <3very place 
where they have been able to acquire a footing. 

In a word, thcjy are a nation whose deceitful in¬ 
trigues and perfidious pursuits know no bounds. They 
are intent on nothing but depriving people of their 
lives and properties, and on persecuting religion wher¬ 
ever theii arms can reach. 

“ Upon all this, therefore, coming to your Majesty’.s 
knowledge, it is sincerely hoped that you will not refuse 
every needful exertion towards assisting your breth¬ 
ren Mussulmans, according to the obligations of reli¬ 
gion, and towards defending Hiudostan itself against 
the effect of French machinations. Should it l)e true, 
as we hear, that an intimate connection has taken 
place between your Court and that nation, we hope 
that by weighing present circumstances, as well as 
every futui-e inconvenience, which would result from 
such a measure, youi Majesty will beware against it, 
and in the event of your having harboured any idea of 
joining with them, or of moving against Great Britain, 
you will lay siwh resolution aside. We make it our 
especial request that your Majesty will please to refrain 
from entering into any measures against the English, 
or lending any compliant ear to the French. Should 
there exist any subject of complaint with the former, 
please to communicate it, certain as you may be of 
the eraplojunent of every good office on our side to 
compromise the same; we wash to .see the connection 
above alluded to exchanged in favour of Great Britain. 

“ We confidently expect, that upon consideration of 
all that is stated in this communication, and of the 
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necessity of assisting yowr bretliren Muasultnaus in'this 
general cause of religion as well as of co-oporating 
towards the above precious province being delivered 
from the hands of your enemy, your Majesty will em¬ 
ploy every means which your natural zeal will point 
out to assist the common cause, and to corroborate by 
that means, the ancient good understanding so happily 
existing between our empires. 

“ (A true copy.) N. B. Edmimstonk, 

Persian Translator to Oovecnnient/’ 


How Tippoo responded to this appeal we shall see 
hereafter: the arrival of Buonaparte on the Egyptian 
soil appears to have inspired him with the laghest 
hopes, and to have strengiheued him in all his anti¬ 
pathies to tlm British. 



CHAPTER XT. 

liaiiding of tbe French Army in E^ypt.—Designs of the Directory of 
Froace on British India.—Effect of the Tiitelligonce in Tndia-.-^Buona- 
parte’s Projects for the Invnsion of British India.—Oireuiustances fa- 
voiirablo to them.—Propofjcs to cross the Euphrates npcl the lodns.-^- 
Alexander, Tamerlane, Nadir Shah.—Friendly Disposidon of Penen.-^ 
Zoniaim Shah prepared to co-operate witli Tippoo Sultaim and Buona¬ 
parte.--Buonaparte’s Letter.^ to the Sheriffe of Mecca and Tippoo 
Sult.aim.—Bourrionne’s Account of Buonaparte’s Plans.—Coiiver.sa- 
tions in St. Helena.— Battl; of the Nile and Defeat of Acre.'r*~Buc)iia- 
parto’s Proposals to the Emperor Paul.—The Marches of Generals 
Dol'd Keane, Sale, und Pollock through Affghnnistan.—Boland 
and Kyber Pas.se.s.-— Tipjioo’s Correspoiidcneo wjrli Zeinaun Shah.— 
Account of Zernann Shah. — His Power and Hostility to the British.— 
Remarks of Lord Mornington and General Sir J. H. Craig, respecting 
Zemaun Shah. —Effects of the Victory of th<^ Nile. —Lord Morning- 
ton’s Plans for annoying the French in Egypt.— Lettcj- to Lord Nel¬ 
son. — Precautions iu Scindc against Zeuiaun Shah,—Memorandum 
>(dttting to Scinde. 

On the 18tli of October the Governor-General re¬ 
ceived intelligence of the landing of the French army 
under Buonaparte in Egypt; iu less than a fortnight 
from that time the particulars of Nelson’s victory at 
the Nile were brought to Fort William by one of the 
Admiral’s lieutenants. 

Notwithstanding the destruction of the French fleet 
in the Mediterranean, Lord Mornington did not relax 
any part of tbe naval and military preparations wliich 
had been commenced under his orders, being still 
ignorant of the fate of tbe French army and uncertain 



whether the Diroctoiy had smuggled out ships singly 
and unobserved, with water and provisions fron\ 
1'ranee to Suez,—whether they had sent orders to the 
authorities at the Isle of France to forward the frigates 
at that station, and the numerous privateers and 
otner armed vessels belonging to the island, to meet 
Buonaparte’s army on the shores of the Rod Sea,—or 
wliether any shipping or small craft might be found at 
Suez, or Cosier, or any other of the ports, sufficient to 
transport a few regiments to the coast of Malabar. 
Lord Moruiagton, in this instance too, completely anti¬ 
cipated the wishes of the Court of Directors, as we find 
it expressed in a letter from the India House to his 
Lordship, dated 3(vth of Hovemter, 1798;—“Since 
the date of our letter of Juno last, above alluded to, 
the landing of Buonaparte in Egypt has been fully 
confirmed ; and although, by the glorious victory of 
Admiral hfelson over the French lleet near Alexandria, 
and the opposition made to their jirogress through 
Egypt by the Arabs under tlie authority of the Porto, 
tlio designs of tlie French have been considerably 
impeded ; yet if, contrary to our hopes and expecta¬ 
tions, he should be able to establish himself in Egypt, 
we cannot but still be under apprehensions for the 
safety of our Indian possessions. Tiiese apprehensions 
are considerably increased in consequence of some 
hints lately suggested by the Right Honourable Henry 
Dundiis, that if the French should be able to subdue 
Egypt, and to establisli their authority in that country, 
it is likely their next progressive measure would be to 
secure the communication of the Red Sea with the 
Gulph of Cambay, at the narrow Straits of Babelrnandel j 



ji,nd, if in their power, to detach a siitBoient force to 
take posseasion of the Inland of Poi'im. situate between 
the two points which include those straits.” 


Buonaparte, in projecting the invasion of Egjpt, 
hoped to have been able to strike a blow at the heart 
of the British empire in India, and to have emulated 
the ronowiv of tho most mighty conquerors of Asia. 
The Roman eagle had spread dismay on the Imnks of 
the Euphrates ; Alexander the Great, Tamerlane, and, 
nearer our own tiines, Nadir Shah, had swept over 
Persia, overcome the obstacles presented by the snows, 
cragSj defiles, and deserts of the inhospitable region 
now so celebrated under the name of AlTghanistan; and 
crossing the Indus had penetrated into llindostan. 
Such an enterprise seemed worthy of the gigantic 
ambition and romantic courage of the conqueror of 
Italy; and it appeared to present the most feasible 
means of humbling the proud antagonist of France. 
The French Directory were accurately informed of the 
precise state of every portion of British India: repub¬ 
lican agents were scattered over all parts of the 
peninsula: French officers and engineers were to be 
found in the armies of all the native powers; and by 
Tippoo Sultauu, the Nizarn, and the Mahrattas, as we 
have seen, French corps of considerable strength were 
maintained. Beside, the Government of France had 
the opportunity of obtaining intelligence affecting the 
territories of the East India Company and the niitive 
powers, through the Portuguese settlement of Goa, 
dangej'ous from its vicinity to the island and city of 
Bombay, as well as from the Danish factories of Seram- 
pore and Tranquehar,—the one confronting the Gover- 
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nor-Genorars Iiouse on the liver Hoogley, the other 
affording a convenient station for Matching the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Presidency of Madras. French slii|)s 
ot the line, frigates, and privateers were in the Indian 
beas. The Isles of Franco and Bourbon,—now the 
Mauritius,—not only enabled the Republican Govern¬ 
ment to menace British supremacy in the East, but 
afforded great facilities for the transmission of jiolitical 
intormation to Europe. When Buonaparte, therefore, 
steered his course for Alexandria, he was well aware 
both of the strength and the wealeness of the British : 
and it must be admitted that circumstances ap¬ 
peared highly favourable' to a descent upon India. 
The Government of Madras was in a .state of absolute 
feeblene.ss; and, notwithstanding the vigilance of the 
British cruizers, French ships captured our merchant¬ 
men off the mouths of tlie Ganges. Tippoo »Sultaun, 
to whom the historian of Lord Wellesloy’s policy i.s 
obliged to devote so considerable a degree of attention, 
was a brave, energetic, wealtliy and powerful sovereign, 
as ha.s been sulEciently demonstrated, breathing forth 
vengeance against the English name, and anxious to 
hail tlie victorious leader of the eagles of Franco as tiie 
deliverer of India ! The Nizam w'as an uncertain ally 
of the British Government,—incapable of rendering any 
useful aid, and formidable to his friends in consequence 
of the Gallic corps in his service. 'Phe Maliratta 
empire was disaffected and turbulent, and was deeply 
engaged in intrigues Muth powers hostile to Great 
Britain; the Burmese menaced the irruption which 
afterward.? took place during the progress of the war 
in Mysore ; and Zemaun Shah, the bold Afighati 
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decessors, who had so often devastated India, th)-eatened 
an invasion from the north-west, and had concerted 
measures with that view (as subsequent events proved) 
both with Tippoo Sultaun and the French. All these 
circumstances were favourable to tbe schemes and inag- 
nificmt visions of Buonaparte, who already hoped to 
raonut the throne of Aurnngzehe !'■'■ And what still 
further tended to raise his hopes and invest the British 
cause with peril, was the fact that at the same moment 
the shores of England wore menaced by an army from 
the opposite side of the channel, and Ireland was the 
seal of civil war, created by the dreadful sufferings of 
tlie oppressed class, sedulously fomented by the French 
Jacobinism. 

Oue of the first acts of Buonaparte was to endeavour 
to open a communication with the Sultaun of Mysore, 
as appears from the following intercepted letters ; — 

r,ETTEU OF CIJ5S-EKAL BUONAPARTE TO TIPl’OO SULTAUK, 

‘‘ French Republic. 

Liberty. Equality. 

“ Buonaparte, Member of the National Convention, 
General-in-Chief, to the Most Magnificent Sultaun, 
our greatest friend, Tippoo Saib. 

flead-quarters at Cairo, 7th Pluvoise, 7th Year of the 
Republic, one and indivisible. 

“ You have been already infomed of my arrival 
on the borders of the Red Sea, with an innumerable 

* Tlio .MahnUta Empire, observes Colonel Clnrivood, was founded by 
the celebrated Sevajec over a considerable race of people about the 
middle of tbe seventeenth century, afterwards divided into several 
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and invincible artny,. fnll of the desife of delivering 
you from the iron yoke of England. 

“ I eagerly embrace this opportunity of testifying 
to you tile desire I have of being informed by you,, br 
the way of Muscat and Mocha, as to your political 
situation. 

“I would even wish you could send some intelli¬ 
gent person to Suez or Cairo, possessing your con¬ 
fidence, with whom I may confer. 

“ May the Almighty increase your power, and de¬ 
stroy your encinie.s. 

“ Buonaparte.” 

(True translation from the French.) 

“ Francis Waitjeiis, Trumiutor,*'' 

Translation of a letter from General Buonaparte to 
the Sheriffe of Mecca, written in Arabic, without 
date, and received at Juddah, I7th Pebruary, 179 . 9 . 

lou will be fully informed by the Hocqueda of 
this Dow, how tranquil and quiet everything is at 
Cairo and Suez, and between those places, and of the 
tranquillity which is established among the inhalut- 
ants. Not a single Mamaluko oppressor remains in 
the country ; and the inhabitants, Avithout dread or 
fear, emplo/ t}iem.selves in weaving, cultivating the 
ground, and in other trade-s, as formerly ; and, by the 

independent governments: the Rajah of Sattomh, a descendant of 
Sevnjoc, still being chief, olthough only nominally governing through 
the Peishwah, the chief magistrate of the empire. The principal chiefs 
ot the Malimtla Empire, in 1803, were;— 

The lUyah of Sattamh. Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

The Peishwah. Jcswimf R.„> ' 


Tlie of Bemr, 


Jeswunt Rao flolkar. 
Anund Kao Guickwur. 




l'le«;^ing of God, tliis will he daily increasing.; and the 
duties on xnorchandise and the taxes will bo lessoned. 
The duties on merchandise are now the same as they 
wore -)rior to their being raised by the Mamalukes; 
the merchants have every assistance granted them, 
and tlie road between Suez and Cairo is open and safe ; 
therefore, do you assme the merchants of your coun¬ 
try, that they'may bring their goods to Suez, and sell 
them without dread or apprehension, and may purchase 
in exchange for them such articles as they may wish. 

‘‘I nov; send you a letter for our Iricnd Tippoo 
Sultaun; oblige me by forwarding it to his coun¬ 
try. 

“ (A true translation.) 

(Si^neil) “ S. Wilson.’ ' 

It now seems questionable, whether Buonaparte did 
contemplate air attack upon India from the Red Sea, 
notwithstanding bis letters to Tippoo : though he 
knew well the moral elfect of a demonstration of his 
power there, and ho would no doubt have beon ready 
to avail himself of any favourable' circumstances, if 
the British Government had exhibited any remissness 
or imbecility in that quarter. His grand scheme was 
to march into India in the footsteps of Alexander! 
In Ills Memoirs, written by himself,he mentions that 
it was his design to have crossed the Desert; and 
Bourrienne, his secretary, records some conversations 
with Napoleon on this favourite theme : " Before he 
conceived the resolution, of attacking the Turkish ad¬ 
vanced guard in the valleys of Syria,” obseiwes Bour¬ 
rienne, “ Buonaparte had formed a plan of invading 

* Vide Monthoioii. 
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Britisb. India IroHi Persia. He liad ascertained through 
the medium of agents, that the Shah of Persia would, 
for a sum of money paid in advance, consent to the 
establishment of a military magazine on certain points 
of liis territory. Buonaparte frequently told me that iti 
alter the subjugation of Egypt, he could have left fifteen 
thousand men in that country and have had tliirty 
thousand disposable troops, he would have marclicd on 
the Euphrates.” In his conversations in vSt. Helena 
Buonaparte Irequently adverted to his defeat by Sir 
Sydney Smith at Acre as the cause of the failure of all' 
plans in reference to British India: “ Possessed of 
Acre, the army would have gone to Damascus and the 
Euplu’ates ; the Christians of Syria, the Druses, the 
Armenians would have joined us. The provinces of 
the Ottoman Empire, which .speak Arabic, were ready 
for a change :. they were only waiting for a n>an. 
With one hundred thousand men on tlie banks of the 
Euphrates I might have gone to Oonstantiiiople or to 
India ; I might have changed the face of the world. 
I should have founded an empire in the East, and 
the destinies of Franco would have nm into a different 
course.”* 

That Buonaparte was deeply penetrated with the 
idea of acliieving the conquest of chc British territories 
in India, which exceed in extent, population, wealth, 
and commerce, all the provinces of Komo in the most 
palmy days of the empire, is evident from the ifian 
for the invasion of India concerted between the First 
Consul and the Emperor Paul in February 1801. 
The terms of this during project were to the follow- 


* Biionaparte^s Conversations in Las Casas. 



ing effect:—“ A French ’Army, thirty-five tJiousand 
strong, with light artillery, under the corntnand ot 
Massena, shall )je moved from France to Ulm, fi’Om. 
whence, with the consent of Austria, it shall descend 
thd Danube to the Black Sea, Arrived there, a Rus¬ 
sian fleet will transport it to Taganrok, from whence 
it shall move to Taritzin, on the Volga, where it 
shall find boats to convey it to Astrakan. There 
it will find a Eus.sian army of 35,000 men, com¬ 
posed of 15,000 infantry, 10,000 cavalry, and 10,000 
Dossacks, amply provided with artillery and the horses 
necessary for its conveyance. The combined army 
shall be transported by the Caspian Sea, from Astra- 
kan to Astrabat, where magazines of all sorts si tall bo 
established for its use. This march from the frontiers 
of France to Astrabat will be made in eighty days ; 
lifty more will be requisite to bring the array to 
tlie bank.s of the .Indus by the route of Herat, Ferah, 
and Candahar.” 

Everything leads us to suppose that if .Buonaparte 
had Ic-en able to have established Ins power in Egypt 
and Syria (including the “ thrice famous ” fortress of 
Acro,^^) he would have at least esisaye^ to meet the Wel¬ 
lesleys face to face on the banks of the Indus! The 
extraordinary marches of our own gallant tro.jps under 
Generals Lord Keane, Nott, Sale, and Pollock in Oabul, 
liave demonstrated that it is within the verge of 
])o.'!sibility for a European force to march through 
that region :—though, at the .same time, we may be 
permitted to suggest that both the fii’st expedition 

Acre taken by King Kicbard Cttur de X,*ort ;--defended by the 
niEgnaaiinous Sir Sydney Smith ;—taken by the no less’ gallant Coinino- 
doro Sir Chuilcs .Nu]>ic*r 1 



to enthrone Shah Soojah, and the second to avenge 
the massacre of our brave Goiiiitrjinou in arms, bo- 
tiwed into the hands of a deceitful and cruel enemy, 
also demonstrated the ease with which the British Go¬ 
vernment of India could throw forv/ard even into the 
heart of Central Asia a ’jowerful army either for de¬ 
fensive or ofi'ensive purposes ; and that, if fortified by 
British engineers and defended by British arms, no 
human power could force a way through the Kyber 
or Bolan Pass. Beside, the establishment of steam- 
vessels on the river Indus—“ that ancient river”—af¬ 
fords a new and etfectual barrier to an ixxuption from 
tlie north-f'est. 

One of the most formidable enemies of the British 
power at tliis time, who would have been disposed to 
second with enthusiasm the designs of Buonaparte, 
and who, as was j)roved by a variety of documents * 
found in the captured city of Seringapatam, had been 
for some time anxiou.sly endeavouring to concert mea¬ 
sures with Tippoo Sultaun and others to ej:pel the 
Engli.sh from India, wa.s Zeraaun Shah. The follow¬ 
ing is an account of this chieftain, from a brief me¬ 
moir drawn up foi^ord Mornington’s use :— 

“ Zemaun Shah, is the grandson of Ahmed Khauu 
Abdalla, an Afl’ghan chief, who followed the standard 
of Nadir Shall, on lu.s invasion of India, in the year 
1739. His dominions extend from the left bank of 
the Indus, coming from the sea coast, a.i high up as 
tlie parallel of Cashraeer. Eastward of the Attoch, 
they .skirt the Seick nation to some distance beyond 
the territory of Jainboo. They extend westward, 

* See Appemlix. 
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to the vicinity of Tershish, cumprelieuding Cabul, Can- 
dalvar, Peishere, Ghizni, Gaur, Sigistan, and Korasun,* 
— ti’act not less than six hundred and fifty British 
miles in length, from east to west. A reference to 
Major Renneirs incomparable map, will afford a clear 
idea of the magnitude and iinportance of this empire. 
This formidable kingdom was founded, between fifty 
and sixty years since, by Ahmed Khan Abdalla. In 
the confusion which followed the murder of .Nadir Shall, 
availing himself of the distracted state of Persia and 
Hindostan, ho assumed the chuttur, or ensign of 
royalty, under the name of Alnned Shah; dismember¬ 
ing both these empires of some of their .direst pro¬ 
vinces, Ahmed Sha.h invaded India no loss than 
seven times his name will long bo remembered there, 
trorn the dreadful overthrow he gave the united 
powers of the Mahratta Empire, in the year 1761, on 
the plains of Paniput. 

“ lie was succeeded, in the yea,r 1773, by his son 
Timinur Shah ; who assumed the title of Puranni. 
diinmur Shah died about the middle of the year 17,92, 
ana was succeeded by liis son Zemaun Shah, the pre¬ 
sent monarch. Zemaun Shah resales alternately at 
Candahar and Cabul; at the former during the heats, 
and at the latter in the cold season. 

“ His military establishment consists chiefly of horao, 
to the number, it is said, of one hundred and fifty 
thousand. He does not hold Ids infantry in much 
esteem, employing them only to garrison his fortresses ; 

• So much oonrHsioii exists in Oriental onhography, that uniformity i,s 
nearly impractics,He; the fom> of spelling oinployoil in the original docu - 
ments hfts been adhered to throughout these volumes. 
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and, happily for ns, his equipment of artillery is by 
no moans respectable. His cavalry are all excellently, 
mounted, incomparably superior to any native bcrse 
that can be brought to oppose them from Hiudostan. 
Tlie impression of terror on the mind? of the Mali- 
rattas, by the fatal c-arnage at Rrniput, is so indelible, 
that it is generally heiif?7od they will Jiardly, if ever, 
be prevailed upon tp sustain the charge of the Ab- 
dallis.* Among lany instances of the prevalence 
of this dread, which the cavalry of Aluned Slxah has 
impressed tjpon the Mahrattas, it is related that a 
Mahratta is not ashamed, if his horse should happen 
to start when drinking water, to exclaim, ‘ Dost thou 
see the shadow of an Abdalli V 

“ The revenues of Zemaun Shah have not been 
ascertained. Those he colloscts from the two provinces 
of Caslimeer and Jamboor only, are said to amount to 
two or three millions sterling. 

“ The inhabitants of Zemtma Shah's dominions are 
principally Mohammedans, with some natives of Hin- 
dostau, who have adopted the institution of Baba 
Nanuh, and are called Katri. 

“ They are rcfoarkably intrepid and robust, living 
in the finest climate, and the richest country in na- 
tiu'ul productions in the world. 

“ When the power of Zemauii Shah is considered, 
and that his irruption into Hiudostan has not only 
been invited by Tippoo Sultaun, but encouraged by 
the facility with which his ancestor spread devas¬ 
tation to the gates of Delhi; and when it is recol- 

* The subjects of Zemaun Shah arc thus distinguished, from the name 
of the founder of their empire, Abdallah. 
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lectod that he is alHod by marriage tc the hoase of 
Tiiumur, and may give to his invasion, in the eyes of 
the iiatives of that country, the plea of restoring the 
Ibe of their ancient sovereigns, we cannot too care- 
fullv attend ie his movements. 

“ He has lately sluowu strong indications of an 
intention to follow the paihs.' of the copqueror of 
Paniput, and kept the upper provinces in a state 
of considerable apprehension.” ' 

In a minute of the Governor-Generai recorded in the 
Secret Department, Fort William,, on the 12th of Au¬ 
gust, 1708, Lord Alorningtou expresses an opinion tliat 
there could bo no doubt that Zemaun Shah really en¬ 
tertained the romantic project which he had announced 
to Sir John Shore in the inontli of May. After ad¬ 
verting to the weakened condition of the Sheik.s, and 
the internal cli.«sensions which had rendered the domi¬ 
nions of Scindiah nearly defenceless, his Lordship adds: 
“ Zemaun Shah ctinnot be ignorant of these advan¬ 
tages; and if they should tempt him to invade Hin- 
dostan, the diversion of our force, which would be 
occasioned by such an event, would offer the mo^st 
favourable opportunity to an attack from Tippoo upon 
the Carnatic. It is not improbable that the object of 
the interco\irse between Tippoo and Zemaun Shah was, 
on the part of the former, at least, some such plan of 
joint operations.”* On the 26th of September follow- 

• The following is ft translation of the draft of one of the ruunerous 
letters of Tippoo to Zemaun Shah, (30th of January, 1790,) luiind in 
the Palace of Scringapatam. 

[After the exordium] 

\our Majesty was pleased to write, that it was the object of youi 


MARQtJESS WELLESLEY. 


237 



ing, Major-General Sir -J. If. Graig addressed fr;)m 
Oawnpore a memoir, wi th ohservatious on the probable 
invasion of Zemauri. Shah; in which that gallant officer 


mind to cnish the infidels and to propagate the religion ol: Mohammed ; 
please God, your Majesty would soon proceed Mnith a colviuering army to 
prosecute a holy war against the infidels, polytheists, and heretics, and 
free the religion of these regions from the contamination of those shame * 
less tribes^—that the profnnation of polytheism should be clone away by 
the exertions of the relentless sword, and repose and happiness he re¬ 
stored to the inhabitants of this country, and desiring that I would set 
my mind at case upon every point. 1 his has been fully understood, and 
1 have also been informed word by word of what your Majesty was 
pleased to confide to the verbal communication of tho ambassadors; all 
wltich afforded me boundless satisfaction. 

At this time, the English having received intimutiou of tho arrival of 
the ambassadors of the Sirkar at your Highness’s court, and of the firm 
connection esfablishod between the two States, have taken umbrage, and 
in concert with the infidels and the lurbulcjit, taken up arras against me; 
and they have written, that they entertain . the design to subvert the reli¬ 
gion of Tslaum—* Many are the w'ords that proceed from their lijis, but 
their words are nought but lies.’ Please God, they -^hall become food 
for the unrelenting sword of the pious warriors—‘ Evil designs return 
upon the heads of the inventors.’ We arc labourers in the way of the 
Lord, and obedient to the command of God. We have no support, but 
the aid of the King of the world, wlio is great and poiverful, and the true 
Apostle, the head of die true religion, the destroyer of forincr abomina¬ 
tions. Placing my depemlence upon those tidings of joy, ‘ Gftcn doth 
God permit the inlerior number to overpower the superior’—I am pre¬ 
pared to exert the energies of my mind and of my faculties, inwardly and 
outwardly, to caiTy on a holy war. Agieeahly to the command of God, 
believing it a duty of religion, to communicate affairs of great import¬ 
ance, when the interests of religion are one of tlic same, the Syuds be¬ 
fore-mentioned are now a second time dispatched to your Afajesty’s 
Court, for the purpose of representing all circumstances fully ami per¬ 
sonally ; and from them, your Majesty will be amply infonued of every¬ 
thing. Impelled by solicitude for tlie defence of religion, which is in¬ 
cumbent upon all the Princes of Islaum to feci, let your Majesty display 
your grateful endeavours, both by word and deed, to repel these aban¬ 
doned infidels. ^ God will aid the pure of heart, and pious ! ’ 

(A true translation,) N. B. Edwinstone, 

Persian Translator to, the Government.” 
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raeations that tho prominent feature in. the po.litics of 
that part of the country then was, the threatened hos> 
tility of tho Aifghan king ZemauuShah : “It cannot be 
denied,” remarks General Craig, “ that if the invasion, 
with wliieh he menaces these and the neighbouring 
provinces, takes place, it will be an event productive of 
much mischief at any rate, and pregnant with no small 
degree of eventual danger; for it may be held as cer¬ 
tain, that if lie succeeds in his attempts so far as to 
ponctrate to Delhi, he will become exceedingly formid¬ 
able. The glare of victory, the influence of religion, 
and the allurements of plunder, will draw to his 
standard numbers probably greater than have appeared 
united in one cause since the days of Aurengzebe!” 
Such was one of tlie foes who menaced the British na¬ 
tion in India. It may easily be imagined how eagerly 
.Buonaparte must have desired to take advantage of the 
favourable di.sposition of this chief, either in facilitating 
bis march into India, across tho Indus, or in co-ope¬ 
rating with himself and Tippoo Sultaim in their vidu's 
respecting the Carnatic, by creating a diversion in the 
north-western provinces: it will be seen at a glance how 
important it had become to prevent,—by the celerity 
and decision of the British movements,—Buonaparte, ' 
Tippoo Sultaun, Zemaun Shah, and the Mahiattas from 
acting in concert, and affording each other aid, or 
co-operation,—not to say fonning a junction of their 
forces. The vigour and promptitude evinced by the 
Governor-General in penetrating tho designs of his 
numerous adversaries,—anticipating their movements, 
and effectually frustrating them,—suppressing domestic 
enemies with a strong hand, and crushing the plans of 
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the enemy before they had ai'rived at maturity,^—on a 
consideration of these rarious combinations of circum¬ 
stances, shine forth in conspicuous splendour. 

The cannon of Nelson, which destroyed the French 
fleet at Aboukir, it has been said, re-echoed from one 
end of Europe to the other ; its thunder reverberated 
throughout Asia ; and though it failed to inspire Tip- 
poo Sultaun with a salutary terror, or induce him to 
abandon hopes of receiving French aid, it cannot be 
doubted that the heroi.sm of the British sailors, on that 
memorable occasion, taken in connection with the dis¬ 
astrous repulse of Buonaparte at Acre, and the ruin 
of Tippoo Sultaun, put an end to any serious danger 
of a French invasion of India;—though, but for the ac¬ 
tive measures of Lord Mornington in galling the enemy 
on the shores of the Red Sea, and afterwards pushing 
forward a formidable force to aid in the ex])u]sion of 
the troops under the command of Klebcr from Egypt, it 
is probable that some desperate attempt upon Hindos- 
tan* might have been made. * 

♦ The Governor-General exulted in the success of our gallant fleet j 
ami upon several public occasions 2 )aid n merited trii)utc to the valour of 
tiic great naval licro who had eorden'ccl sucli advantages on his country. 
In the following note, which is the only one addressed to Nelson which 
I have met with in the collection of Lord Wellesley's papers, his Lord- 
ship takes occasion to communicate the success which had crowned the 
British arms in tlie East:—- 

“to his EXOteLLENOY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE VICE-ADMIRAL LORI) 
VISCOUNT NELSON, K. B., ETC. 

“ Mv Lord, 

“ Having judged it to be advisable to transmit to Europe dispatclies 
of groat imj’Ortance, addressed to the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
and to the Honourahle the Secret Committee, by the way of Egypt, I re¬ 
quest your Excellency’s assistance in accelerating the passage of the 
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Among the precfurtionary measures adapted by Ijord 
Mornington, M^as the appoiatment of a Resident itt 
Sciude. The following memorandum, exhibiting the 
political motives which induced the noble Lord to 
make this movement toward the establMiment of 
British interests in Scinde, derives fresh interest from 
the events wliich have recently occuriQd in that coun¬ 
try under the direction of the Earl of Elleuborough ;— 

MEMOBANBUM RELATING TO SCINDE. 

“ A Resident having lately been appointed and a 
factory estaldisbed at Scinde, under private directions 
from the Governor-General to the Governor of Bombay, 
it may be useful to explain the circumstances which 
have led to the adoption of those measures. 

f it is well known that the Comiiany heretofore had 
a factory at Tattali, on the Indus, and that a variety of 
considerations, which it is needless to review in this 
place, made it expedient many years ago to withdraw 
it. It was in. the contemplation of the supreme Go¬ 
vernment in the year 1797, to re-establish this factory; 
no conclusive measures were, however, taken for this 
purpose till the beginning of October, 1798, when the 
rumours of iiemauu Shah’s approach for the second 
time, induced the Governor-General to suggest to the 

officer diargeil with those dispatches from England by an ex- 

pres?; avmetl vessel, or hy m\y otlier safe and expeditious conveyance. 

I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency printed copies of 
the Calcutta Gazettes, and of other documents, which will apprize you 
of the nature and objects of the war in India, and of the rapid and glo¬ 
rious and decisive success attending the llritish aims in every guarter of 
Hindostan, or of tlie Di'ccan, to which they have been directed. I have 
the lionour to be, with the highest respect, my Lord, your Excellency’s 
most faithful and obedient servant, ^‘Wellesley.” 
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Governor of Bombay tbe jjossibility of creating a diver¬ 
sion of Zemaun Shah’s force, by affording certain 
encouragement to the nations occupying the Delta, 
and lowest parts of the Indus, These suggestions 
were repeated somewhat more in detail in a letter of 
t)ie 24th of October, from the Governor-Gonei-al to the 
Governor of Bombay. 

“ In pursuance of these directions, Mr. Duncan lost 
no time in dispatching an agent to Scinde, He pre¬ 
ferred employing, in the first instance, a native agent, 
who was accoi'dingly furnished with suitable presents 
for the different chieftains in that quarter, and with 
necessary instructions for the regulation of his 
conduct. 

“ Abul Hassan, the native agent deputed by tbe Go¬ 
vernor of Bombay to Futtah Ali Khan, the Prin^ of 
Scinde, was favourably received by that chi'cftain; in 
consequence of which Mr. Duncan was instructed to 
encourage and cultivate the amicable dispo.sition 
manifested by Futtah Ali Khan, and to endeavour tc< 
.settle a factory in Scinde—not so much with a view to 
commercial as to political advantages. He was desired 
at the .same time to pay attention (whenever such a 
factory should be established) to the best means of 
facilitating a communication with it ; and directed 
to enter into no engagements with Futtah Ali Kliari, 
wliich might impose on the British Government an ob¬ 
ligation of supporting Zemaun Shah to any greater 
extent than by furnishing him with arms and am-, 
munition. 

“ The inclination of Futtah Ali Khan having, in con¬ 
sequence of the.se general directions, been sounded by 

von. r. a 




the Governor of Bombay, a«ii ' that prince ha.ving; ap¬ 
peared to he as well disposed to the re-establishment 
of our factory and to the introduction of an European 
^■'1 agent an could be wished, Mr. Crow, a civil servant 

belonging to the presidency of Bombay, was appointed 
' to that situation, and dispatched to Scinde in the 

month of May last. 

“ It is satisfactory to perceive by the documents 
received, that the establishment in Scinde, indepen¬ 
dently of thc5 commercial benefits which, with proper 
management, are likely to be derived Irom it, promises 
at least to open to us a far better channel of intelli¬ 
gence relative to the motions and designs of Zemaun 
Shah than any other which we have been hitherto able 
to strike out, if it should not even place within our 
reach the means of niaterially annoying Zemaun Shah, 
in the event of his resuming at any future period his 
hostile designs against the possessions of the Com¬ 
pany and their allies in Ilindostan.” 
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CHAPTER Xil. 

Lord Mornington leavt-s Port William for Madras.—Received by Lor<l 
Olive the new Governor.—Change in the Sentiments of the Madras 
Goveniment respecting the Governor-General’s Plans.—Intelligence 
that Zeniaun Shah had advanced to Lahore.—Sir Alured Clarke de¬ 
tained at Calcutta in conscciuenee.—Array of Observation under Gene¬ 
ral Sir J. H. Craig on the Frontiers of Oiule.—Tippoo Sultaun’a Do- 
lays to reply to the Governor-General’s Expostulation.-—lictter from 
his Highness to Lord Mornington.—Tippoo’s Account of the Embassy 
to the Ma iritius.—He evades Lord .Morningtou’s Propositions.^The 
Governor-Genoral replies, and points out *be dangerous Consequences 
of Delay.—Further Correspondence.—Lord Moruington receives Intel¬ 
ligence of a fresh Embassy from Tippoo to the French, embarked at 
Ti-anqii'ebar,—Orders the Army to advance in Mysore.—Military 
Arrangements.—Letter from Tippoo, saying that he'was going on a 
Hunting Expedition.—Declaration of the Governor-General in the 
Name of the British Government and the Allies.—Various Private 
Letters written by 8ir Alured Clarke, from Fort William, to Ldi'd 
Mornington at Madras, during the Progress of the Military Operations. 

Lord Morninoton now resolved to remove to Madras 
to hasten the preparations in progress; and in order 
that he might have the means of more easy communi¬ 
cation with Tippoo Sultaun. I lis Lordship was received 
at Fort St. George by Lord Clive, who had recently 
assumed the office of Governor at that presidency. 
His admirable dispatches and skilful measures, to¬ 
gether with the presence of Colonel Wellesley at 
Madras, had, Mr. lijishiiigton assures us, wrought so 
great a change in the feelings of the leading men m 
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the settlement, that when he arrived at Madras in 
December, he had the satisfaction of seeing all hearts 
and hands united for the furtherance of his wise and 
vigorous counsels. 

Before his departure from Fort William, intelligence 
had reached his Lordship that Zemaun Shah had 
crossed the Indus at Attock, and had reached Lahore 
with a large array. This movement compelled the Go¬ 
vernor-General to leave the Commander-in-Chiel^ Sir 
Alured Clarke, in the charge of the government at 
Calcutta, and to concentrate an army of observation on 
the frontiers of Oude, under the command of General 
Sir J. II. Craig. 

Tippoo took no notice of the Govenior-General’s 
letter of the 8 th of November, till the 18th of Decem¬ 
ber ; under which date he addressed a communication 
in reply to Lord Mornington, which was not received 
at Fort George till the 2.1th of Decomher. In the 
Sultaun’s letter the following is the account given of 
the embassy to the Isle of France : “In this Sircar 
tliere is a mercantile tribe who employ themselves in 
trading by sea and land. Their agents purchased a 
two-masted vessel, and having loaded her with rice, 
departed witli a view to traffic. It happened that she 
went to the Mauritius, from whence forty persons, 
Frencli and of a dark colour, of whom ten or twelve 
were artificers and the rest servants, paying the hire of 
the ship, came here in search of employment. Such as 
chose to take service were entertained, and the remain¬ 
der departed beyond the confines of this Sircar; and 
the French, who are full of vice and deceit, have per¬ 
haps token advantage of the departure of the ship to 
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put about report.? with the view to ruffle the minds of 
botli Sircars.” With respect to Lord Mornington’s 
proposition to depute Major Loveton to discuss with 
Tippoo a plan calcidatcd to promote the mutual security 
and welfare of all parties, the Sultaun replies—“ It has 
been understood. By tlie blessing of the Almighty at 
the conclusion of the peace, the treaties and engage¬ 
ments entered into among the four Sircars were so 
firmly established and confirmed as ever to remain 
fixed and durable, and to be an example to the ralers 
of the age ; nor are they, nor will they ever be, liable 
to interruption. I cannot imagine that means more 
effectual than these can be adopted for giving stability 
to the foundations of friendship and harmony, promot¬ 
ing the security of states, or the welfare and advantage 
of all pax’ties.” 

On the .^th of January, 1799, Lord Moruington ad¬ 
dressed another expostulation to Tippoo Sultaun, reca¬ 
pitulating tlje various circumstances connected with 
Iris intrigues witii Fitince, and replying to the various 
points in the Sultaun’s letter of the 18th of December. 

“ I trust,” remarks his Lordship, “ that your Highness 
will favour me with a friendly letter in reply to this ; 
and I most earnestly request that your reply may not 
bo deferred for more than one day after this letter 
shall reach your presence. Dangerous comeguences 
result from the delay of ardtCous o^airs.” On the 
11th of January Lord Moruington received a brief 
complimentary note from Tippoo, written on the 2nd ; 
it, as usual, professed solicitude for peace and tranquil¬ 
lity, but made no allusion to the proposed negotiation. 

On the 16th Lord Mornington forwarded to Tippoo 
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a copy of the letter from the Suhlime Porte to the 
Sultaun of Mysore,* &iid accompanied that document 
with an earnest appeal: “ May the admonition of the 
Head of your own faith dispose your mind to the paci¬ 
fic propositions which I ha,ve repeatedly, but in vain, 
submitted to your wisdom 1 And may you at lengfdi 
receive the ambassador Avho will be empowered to con¬ 
clude the definite arrangement of all diiierences be¬ 
tween yon and the albes, and to secure the tranquillity 
of India against the disturbers of the world !/' 

TIppoo left the Governor-Generars solemn and 
urgent appeal of the 9 th of January unanswered 
dtiring the whole of the month of January, though the 
distance between Seringapatam and JVladras is but 
three hundred miles; and it became evident that it 
was the Sultaun’s object to delay the commencement 
of hostilities till the setting in of the rains, which, on 
the 14th of May, 1791, had defeated Lord Corn wallis’s 
plans for attacking Seringapatam. 

At this juncture the Governor-General received in¬ 
telligence that Tippoo had commissioned two native 
Vakeels,! who, together with one of the French olficCiB 
lately arrived from the Me of France, w'ere at Tran- 
quebar, about to embark on a mission to Buona¬ 
parte or the French Directory. On tlie 3rd of 
February, therefore, Lord Mornington dispatched his 
commands to General Harris, the Oommander-in-Chief, 
to enter the territory of Mysore with the army as¬ 
sembled at Vellore, and to General Stuart to co¬ 
operate with the Bombay army from Malabar. The 
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army at Vellore consisted of 20,000 mOn,* of whom 
2635 were caraliy. The fUzam’s coivtingeut, com¬ 
manded by his H ighness’s son, Meer A Hum, and . under 
him by Colonel Wellesley, (relative to vsrhose appoint¬ 
ment to this command we shall have occasion to 
make some observations hereafter,) consisted of the 
whole of the British detachment serving in the Dec- 
can, now 6500 strong, with an equal number of the 
Nizam’s infantry, and a large body of horse. The 
army of Bombay under General Stuart, as.semibled at 
Cauanore, consisted of 6420 fighting men ; while two 
separate cooperating forces were aissombled, under 
Colonels Brown and Read, in the southern districts of 
Mysore and the Carnatic, vrhile the Governor-^General 
called upon Vice-Admiral Painier to be prepared to 
cooperate with the forces, if necessary, by operations on 
the coast of Malabar. “ An army more completely ap ¬ 
pointed, more amply and liberally supplied in every 
department, more perfect in discipline, and in the ac¬ 
knowledged experience, ability, and zeal of its ofiicerS," 
his Lordship remarks, with pardonable exultation, 
“ never took the field in India.” The extraordbiary 
expedition with which this vast force was collected 
and equipped, at once demonstrates the vastness of tlie 
resources of the British empire iu the East, and the 
energy of the Governor-General, who found the de- 

* The army consisted (exclusive of the army of Bombay and of the 
Nizam’s contingent) of—Europeans, 6000; natives, 13,900; batter¬ 
ing train, 40 ; field ordnance, 67 j howitzers, 7, rice for 40 days ; 
arruck for 07 days: salt for 40 days ; sheep and slaughter-cattle for 
28 days; biscuit for 10 days; grain for the cavalry for 20 days; in 
cash, 6,00,000 star pagodas; in bank notes, 90,000 ditto (a pagoda 
being a gold coin valued at about eight shillings). 




fences of India-, but a few months previously, in a state 
of the most dangerous decay and feebleness. 


Ten days after Lord Morningtoii bad issrted his or¬ 
ders to General Harris to advance into Mysore, the fol¬ 
lowing chamcteid.stic note was received :— 

from tippoo snmujf to lord mourinotos. 

“ I have been much gratified by the agreeable re¬ 
ceipt of your Lordship’s two friendly letters ; the first 
brought by a camel-man, the last by hircarfabs and 
undenstood their contents. The letter of the Prince, in 
a station like Jumsbeid, with angels as his guards, with 
troops niunerous as the stars, the sun illumining the 
world of the heaven of empire and dominion, the lumi¬ 
nary giving splendour to the universe of the firmament 
of glory and power, the Sultaun of the sea and the 
land, the King of Rome (i. e. the Grand Seigniar) be 
Ms empire and his power perpetual!—addressed to me, 
which reached you thro’ the British envoy, and which 
you traiusniitted, has arrived.—Being frequently dis¬ 
posed to make excursions and hunt, I am accordingly 
proceeding upon a hunting excursion. You will be 
pleased to dispatch Major Doveton (about whofse 
coming your friendly pen has repeatedly written) 
slightly attended (or unattended). Always continue 
to gratify me by friendly letters notifying your wel- 
fai'e.” 

'‘(A true translation.) N. B. Eomxnstonib, 

Persian Translator to the Government.” 

"" Hircarrahs are inessengera eniployetl in the conveyance of letters, 
and are sent sometimes as guides, or agents to procure intelligence. 
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On tlio 22ii(i of February Lord Morniiigton ad¬ 
dressed his last note to Tippoo, referring him to Ge¬ 
neral Harris, who was now empowered to negotiate 
witlv his Highness ; and on the same day promulgated 
the following document:— 

“Declaration of the Right Honourahle the Governor- 
General in Council, for all the forces and affairs of 
the Ihitish Nation in the East Indies, on behalf of 
the Ilonovivable the East India Company and the 
allies of the said Company, their Highnesses tire 
Nizam, and the Peishwa. 

“ A solemn treaty of peace and friendship was 
concluded at Seringapatara between the Honourahle 
Company and the Kabob Asoph Jah and the Peishwa 
on the one part, and the Nabob Tippoo Sultaun 
on the other part; and from that day all commotion 
and hostility ceased. Since that day the three allied 
states have invariably manifested a sacred regard for 
the obligations contracted under tliat treaty with the 
Nabob Tippoo Sultaun. Of this uniform disposition, 
abundant proofs have been afforded by each of the 
allies. Whatever differences have arisen with regard 
to the limits of the territory of Mysore, have been 
amicably adjusted without difficulty, and with the 
most exact attention to the principles of equity, and 
to the stipulations of treaty. Such has been the 
solicitude of the allies for the preservation of tranquil¬ 
lity, that they have viewed with forbearance, for some 
years past, various embassies and military preparations 
on the part of Tippoo Sultaun, of a tendency so evi- 





dently hoatile to the interests of the allies, as would 
ha^ve justified them, not only ip the most serioug re¬ 
monstrances, hut oven an appeal to armKS. Oft the 
part of the British Goveraraeut every endeavour, has 
been employed to conciliate the confidence of the Sui- 
taun, and mitigate his vindictive spirit by the most 
unequivocal acknowledgment and confirmation of his 
just rights, and by the removal of every cause of jea¬ 
lousy which might tend to interrupt the continuance 
of peace. These pacific sentiments have been most 
particularly manifested in the Governor-Oeuerars re¬ 
cent decision on Tippoo Sultaun’s claim to the district 
of Wynaad, and in the negotiation opened by his Lord- 
ship with regard to the districts of Amerah and vSou- 
leah. In every in.stance the conduct of the British 
Government in India towards Tippoo Sultaun has 
been the natural result of those principles of modera¬ 
tion, justice, and good faith, which the legislature of 
Great Britain and the Honourable East India Company 
have firmly established as the unalterable rule of their 
intercourse with the native prince.? and states of India. 

“ The exemplary good faith, and the pacific disposi¬ 
tion of the allies since tlie conclusion of the treaty of 
Seringapatam, have never been disputed even by Tippoo 
Sultaun. Far from having attempted to allege even 
the pretext of a complaint against their conduct, he 
has constantly acknowledged their justice, sincerity, 
and good faith; and has professed, in the most cordial 
terms, his desire to maintain and strengthen the foun¬ 
dations of harmony and concord with them. 

In, the midst of these amicable professions on the 
part of Tippoo Sultaun, and at the moment when the 



British (JoverftBaeat Siad issued orders for tiie coufinua- 
tioa of his claim to Wyoaad, it was with astonishment 
and indignation that the allies discovered the engage¬ 
ments wldch he had contracted with the trench nuticn, 
in direct violation of the treaty of Seringapatain, as 
well as of his o wn most solemn and resent protesta¬ 
tions of friendsliip toward the allies. 

“ Under the mask of these specious professions and 
of a pretended veneration for the obligations of treaty, 
Tippoo Sultaun dispatched ambassadors to the Isle of 
France, who, in a period of profound peace in India, 
proposed and concluded in his name an oilensive alli¬ 
ance with the French, for the avowed purpose of com¬ 
mencing a war of t)ggression. against the Company, and 
consecpiontly against the Peishwa and the Jiizam, the 
allies of the Company. 

“ The ambassadors, in the name of Tippoo feultaun, 
demanded military succours from the Irench, and 
actually levied a military force iu the Isle of France, 
with the declared view of prosecuting the intended 
war. 

“ When the ambassadors returned in a French ship 
of war from the Isle of France, Tippoo Sultaun sxrflered 
the military force which they had levied for the avowed 
purpose of making war upon tlie allies, to land in his 
country, and finally he admitted it into his army ; by 
those personal acts ratifying and confirming the pro¬ 
ceedings of his ambasesadors. 

“ This military force was not, however, snffici.- 
eiibly powerful to enable him immediately to attempt 
his declared purpose of attacking the Company’s 
possessions; but in the mean while he advanced 
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hostile preparations confonnablj to his cng^e- 
iiioiits with the French -j ajid he was ready to move his 
army into the Companj’s territories whenever he might 
obtain from France the effectual succonrs which he had 
assiduously solicited from that nation, 

But the providence of God and the victorious 
anns of tho British nation frustmted his vain hopes, 
and checktid the presumptuous career of the .French 
ill hgypt, at the moment when he anxiously expected 
their arrival on the coast of Malabar. 

“ The British Government, the Mzam, and the 
l<3ishvva, had not omitted the necessary precaution, 
of assembling their foi'ces for the joint protection of 
tlieir respective dominions. The strict principles of 
self-defence would have justified the allies, at that 
period of time, in making an immediate attack upon 
the territories of Tippoo Sultaunj but even the happy 
intelligence of the glorious success of the British fleet 
at the mouth of the Hile did not abate the anxious 
desire of the allies to maintain the re.lations of amity 
and peace with Tippoo SultS/un. Thay attempted, 
by a moderate representation, to recall him to a 
sense of his obligations, and of the genuine principles 
of jnudence and policy; and they employed every 
effort to open the channels of negotiation and to fa¬ 
cilitate the means of amicable accommodation. With 
these salutary views the Governor-General, on the 
8th of November, 1798 , in the name of the allies, 
proposed to dispatch an ambassador to Tippoo Sul- 
taun, for the purpose of renewing the bonds of friend¬ 
ship, and of (including such an arrangement as might 
aflbrd effectual security against any future interruption 
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of the public tmnquillity ; and bis Lordship repeated 
the same proposal on the 10th of December, 1798. 
Tippoo Sultana declined, bj various evasions and sub¬ 
terfuges, this friendly and modei'ate advance on the 
part of the allies ; and he manifested an evident dis¬ 
position to reject the means of pacific accommodation, 
by suddenly breaking up, in the month of December, 
the conferences which had commenced with respect 
to the districts of Arnerah and Souleah, and by in¬ 
terrupting the intercourse between his subjects and 
those of the Company on'their respective frontiers. 

“ On the 9th of January, 1799, tire Governor-General 
being arrived at Fort St. George (notwithstanding 
these discouraging circumstances in tlie conduct of 
Tippoo Sultaun), renewed with increased earnestness 
the expression of his Lordship's anxious desire to 
dispatch an afnbassador to the Sultaun. 

" The Governor-General expressly solicited the Sul¬ 
taun to return an answer within one day to this 
letter; and as it involved no proposition either in¬ 
jurious to the rights, dignity, or honour of the Sul¬ 
taun, or in any degree novel or complicated, either in 
form or substance, it could not require a long con¬ 
sideration. The Governor-General waited with the 
utmost solicitude tor an answer to the reasonable 
and distinct proposition contained in his letter of the 
9th of January, 1799. Tippoo Sultaun, however, 
who must have received this letter before the 17th 
of -Tanuary, remained silent, although the Governor- 
General had plainly appri.sed that prince, that dan¬ 
gerous consequences would result from delay. lu the 
meanwhile the setison for military operations had 
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already advanced to so late a period, as to render a 
speedy decision indispensable to the security of the 
allies. Under these circumstances, on the 3rd of 
February (eight days having elapsed from the period 
when an ansvircr might have been received from Se- 
ringapatam to the Govenior-Geuerars letter of the 
9th of January), his Lordship declared to the allies, 
that the necessary measures must now be adopted, 
without delay, for securing such advantages as should 
place the common safety of the allies beyond the reach 
of the insincerity of Tippoo Siiltaun, and of the vio¬ 
lence of the French. With this view, the Governor- 
General, on the 3rd of February, issued orders to 
the British armies to march, and signified to the com¬ 
mander of his Majesty’s squadron, that the obstinate 
silence of the Sultaun must be considered as a rcr 
jection of tbe proposed amicable negotiation. 

“At length, on tbe 13th of February, a letter from 
Tippoo Sultaun reached tbe Governor-General, in which 
the Sultaun signifies to his Lordship, that ‘ being 
frequently disposed to make excursions and hunt, he 
was accordingly proceeding on a hunting excursion 
adding, that ‘ the Governor-General would he pleased 
to dispatch Major Doveton to him unattended, or 
slightly attended.' 

“ The allies will not dwell on the peculiar phrases 
of this letter : hut it must be evident to all the states 
of India that the answer of the Sultaun has been 
defeiTed to this late period of the .season with no 
other view than to preclude the allies, by insidious 
delays, from the benefit of those advantages which 
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their combined milittuy oporations would enable them* 
to aecure.' On these advautages alone, (under the 
recent experience of Tippoo Bultaun’s Adolation of 
the Treaty of Seringapatain, and under the pecu¬ 
liar circumetances of that* prince’s offensive alliance 
with the I'Tench,) can the allies now Amnture to rely 
for the faithful execution of any treaty of peace con¬ 
cluded with Tippoo Sultaun. 

“ The allies cannot sniler Tippoo Sultaun to profit 
by his own studied aud systematic delay, nor to im¬ 
pede such a disposition of their militaiy and naval 
force as shall appear best calculated to give effect to 
their just views. 

“ .Bound by the sacred obligations of public faith, 
professing the most amicable disposition, and un¬ 
disturbed in the possession of those dominions secured 
to him by treaty, Tippoo Sultaun wantonly violated 
the relations of amity aud peace, and compelled the 
allies to arm in defence of their rights, their happi¬ 
ness, and their honour, 

“ For a period of three mouths he obstinately re¬ 
jected every pacific overture in the hourly expec¬ 
tation of receiving that succour which he has eagerly 
solicited for the prosecution of his favourite purposes 
of ambition and revenge. Disappointed in his hopes 
of immediate vengeance and conquest, he now resorts 
to ,subterfuge and procrastination; and by a tardy, 
reluctant, and insidious acquiescence in a proposition 
which he had so long and repeatedly declined, he 
endeavours to frustrate the precautions of the allies, 
and to protract every effectual operation, until some 
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?'cliange of circurnstaucea and of season sliail revive 
bis expectations of distm’bing tbe tranquillity of India 
by favouring the irruption of a French army. 

“ The allies are equally prepared to repel hi.s 
violence and to counteract his artifices and delays. 

“ The allies are therefore resolved to place their 
army in such a position as shall afford adequate pro¬ 
tection against any artifice or insincerity, and shall 
preclude the return of that danger which has so lately 
menaced their possessions. The allies, however, re¬ 
taining an anxious desire to effect an adjustment with 
Tippoo Sultaun, Lieutenant-General Harris, Comman- 
der-in-Chief of his Majesty’s and the Honourable Ooin- 
pany’s forces on the coast of Coromandel and Malabar, 
is authorized to receive any embassy which Tippoo 
Sultaun may dispatch to the head-quarters of the 
British army, and to concert a treaty on such con¬ 
ditions as appear to the allies to bo indispensably 
necessary for the establishment of a secure and per¬ 
manent'peace. 

"Dated, Fort St. George, 22nd of February, 1799, 
by order of the Bight Honourable tbe Governor-Ge¬ 
neral in Council. “ Jos. Webb]!!.” 

(.A true copy.) N. B. Edminstonb, 

Persian Translator to Government/^ 

The following interesting series of private letters, 
written by Sir Alurcd Clarke, the Oo.mmauder-in~(Jhief 

* NotwitJistanding the tVeedom with which Webbe had censured 
the plan.s of the Governor-General {vide mpra, pug'e 202), his Excellency 
reposed the utmost qonfitlcnce in thi.s upright public servant, wliose in¬ 
tegrity of character has also been highly praised by the Duke of Wel¬ 
lington. 
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of the forces, left m charge of the 6^^ of Ben ¬ 

gal, will explain the progress of events tluring Lord 
Mornington’s abseace in >la(lras, and afford a gratifying 
testiraony of the cordiality and zeal with which his 
Lordship’s plans were seconded by that able and ex¬ 
perienced officer : — 

PttOM UEOT.-GEiY. SIR ALirRET) CEARKE, K.B., TO THE 
EART, OF MORYINGTON, K.l’. &CC. 


(Private) 

Fort Williani, March 5th, 1799. 


“ My dear Lord, 

“ Your letter of the 19th last reached me on the 
3rd instant, and relieved my mind extremely by the 
manner in. which you mentioned the progress of the 
anny and the extent of the provision that the supply 
of treasure sent from hence afforded it; as I was very 
apprehensive lest the delay of its arrival at Madras 
should have been attended with serious inconvenience. 
Cooke* made a more expeditious voyage from the mouth 
of the river than we expected, and he seems to have 
moved with redoul)Ief] alacrity in pursuit .-of the enemy 
you heard of, and that ho afterwards learnt was block¬ 
ing up this port and capturing our vessels at the Sand- 
heads, where he met with the formidable ship La, Forte 
on the night of the 28th, and took her after an en¬ 
gagement of an hour and forty minutes. The action 
was highly honourable to him and tlie British navy, 
and in these points of view must be gratifying to us 
all ; but alas! the melancholy cloud that is thrown 
over the bright prospect by the severe if not mortal 


^ CottiTimiuler of H, M. ship SybiUe, 
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wound tliat our truly gallant friend has xoceivod; and 
the loss of that worthy officer Otiptain Davies, ot your 
Lordsliip’s faniily, avIio atxoinpanied hiin, has cast a 
crtjed gloom on the spirits of every one, and grieved me 
to a degree that I cannot describe, but which I have 
reason to think your own feelings will enable you to 
estimate. All wo have yet learnt you were informed 
of on Sunday, and I wait with impatience further ac¬ 
counts. In my last letter I by accident neglected to 
notice that part of yours respecting the Body Guard, 
which, as you wish it, I should be happy was with you; 
but the great expense that would attend their going 
by sea, and the little nsc the horses would he for a 
considerable time after suejh a voyage as they would 
probably have at this season ot the year, and the im¬ 
possibility of their making the journey by land within 
the time you would want them, are, I flatter myself, 
reasons that will on reflection justify me with your 
Lordship for not having ordered them to Madras. 
Mons. Marchaird was on the point of sailing for Europe 
agreeable to your first suggestion, as his papers, though 
of a nature to create strong suspicion, did not appear 
to us such as would convict him as a spy to the extent 
you seem to imagine. I shall, however, at your desire 
detain him here, and. have them examined in the way 
you point out. Tippoo’s man Rajh-Kawn was on 
board the unfortunate Mrl Fitz Willmm, on his way 
to Madras, and has been suspected of being the incen¬ 
diary of that ship, from which he escaped with the rest 
of the people that were saved : nothing, however, has 
appeared against him on the enquiry which has taken 
place to warrant it; and he will now be forwarded to 





Madras ac<36rd:ing to the directions you lett for that 
purpose. Your Lordship’s last determihation about 
the Ydth regimont has gireu me much pleasure, for I 
really lamented the loss of it extremely before the cap¬ 
ture of Jm Forte; and the number of French prisoners 
this event adds to those we had before, would have 
alarmed me for the safety of Fort William without the 
aid of this corps ; as we should only have had the 
Company’s second European regiment, which you know 
is very weak and not well cowposedt to perform the 
duties of the garrison. I heard your brother Henry 
was much pleased on his visit to the array, and t hope 
he returned in good health. I am, my dear Lord, 
with great truth and esteem, your mo.st obedient, and 
most faithful humble servant, 

" AlUREU CliARKE.” 


SIB AliUBEO CliABKE TO THE EABIi OF MORmHUTOX. 

(Private) 

“ Fort Williatn, Marcl) Stti, 1799. 

“ Mv DEAR LoED, 

“ Notwithstanding the hope we reasonably onter- 
taiaed from the spontaneous address of the Kajalr of 
Nepaul to you, that Vizier Ali* would be seized, or at 
least driven from his territories, we have not yet heard 
of his being even molested; but, on the contrary, of his 
being still countenanced and aided in raising men by 
the Betowal Rajah, who is certainly under the control 
of the former. A strong detachment is, however, gone 

^ The Nabob of Oude deposetl by Sir J. Sliore ; for ati account of bis 
asi?assina1ioi)i of the British resident ut Benares, see Vol. ii. 
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to Goorackpoote, and a party from BurrEigong has ar¬ 
ia ved at Boggah; so I hope we shall haye faroiirafrlo 
accounts from that quarter soon. All the papere re¬ 
specting Ambagee’s connection with the wretch Vizier 
Ali being in Persian, I can only judge of them through 
the medium of others; but Barlow seems confident, and 
I think Messrs. Speke and Gowper concur in opinion, 
that they relate to a recent transaction, and not to any 
period Mr. Lumsden supposes. The matter is, how¬ 
ever, very mysterious; but I think it probable that Mr. 
Edmiristone will he able to throw some light upon it. 
I was much obliged to your Lordship for the copy of 
Tippoo’s last letter, which appears to mo one of the 
most e.vtraordinary productions I ever .saw. It is evi¬ 
dent that he is desirous of avoiding war mnler present 
circumstances; and I am ‘still in hope that when he 
feels it pressing close upon him, ho will, to avert the 
present dariger, avail himself of the excuse furnished 
by the letter of the Grand Seignior, who for that pur¬ 
pose he so highly e.xtols, and open a negotiation which 
may terminate in the immediate satisfaction and per¬ 
manent seemity to us and our allies that you may re¬ 
quire. . > 

“ I had written so much of this letter, when I was 
obliged to quit it to attend the Council, where I was 
highly gratified by the receipt of youns of the 24th ul¬ 
timo ; and I should have been completely so had it not 
contained a request for an additional native force, to 
be sent from honce to the northern Circars, which is 
wholly out of my power to comply with, as a letter 1 
lately had the honour to write to you will have ex¬ 
plained. Indeed, my dear Lord, both the matter and 



maimer of your letter inspires me with the most conti-r 
dent hope of success ; and I trust I need not take 
much pains to assure you that I shall, no loss on pri¬ 
vate than public grounds, rejoice in your vigorous ex¬ 
ertions being repaid by the consumination so devoutly 
to bo wished for, ivithin the time that you have pre- 
scrited. We have not heard from the Syhilh since 
the letter of the 2nd till this day, which has occasioned 
much uneasiness to me and to all the rest of poor 
Cooke’s friends. I am, however, happy to inform you 
that his wounds are less desperate than waa at frrst 
imagined—the bone in his arm not being shattered, 
and the wound in,his body, though very bad, not; quite 
so alarming as was supposed. In short, there is reason 
to hope his valuable life will be saved, as his spirits are 
good, and his constitution equal to making a fail- 
struggle with his misfortunes. I must beg the favour 
of your Lordship to give my compliments to your 
brother, and to Colonel Kirkpatrick, who I hope arc 
well, and to do me tlie justice to believe that I am, 
with ti*ue respect and esteem, my dear Lord, your most 
obedient and most faithful humble servant, 

“ AnUBEl) CUKKE.” 


sill AnUEED OEAEICE TO THE EAEL OF MORNIlfGTON. 



(Private) 

“ Mr DEAE .Lord, 

Fort William, March 19th, 1799; 


■ ‘ The last private letter I had tlie honour to 
write to you was dated the 8th instant, since which I 
have received five from, your Lordship, dated the 2nd, 






4tli, 5tli, and 8th, from which I was happy to learn 
that affairs wore so favourable an aspect towards Se- 
ringapatam. The equipment of the army from Mala¬ 
bar, as well as that of the Carnatic, seems to be more 
complete than could have been expected ; and I still 
entertain sanguine hope that their steady and active, 
progress towards the capital will incline Tippoo to iim 
plore your mercy before it is besieged; and I shall be 
heartily glad to have the opporteydfcy of congratulating 
you on so glorious an event. The grievances of Mr. 
.Fervon and his associates had not operated on me so 
forcibly as you seem to think, or to prevent my putting 
your desires respecting them into execution; and they 
would all have embarked in the ships allotted, to them, 
if you had not changed the destination of some. Mr. 
Ferron means, I believe, to avail himself of the indul¬ 
gence granted to him; but, as there are no others in 
the same situation in regard to fortune, the same secu¬ 
rity could not he taken from them, which would have 
occasioned some dilemma; hut this was removed from 
ns, b}' their being actually on hoard the ships ut San- 
gur when your note arrived, and it would have been 
extremely difficult to bring them hack, as well as occa¬ 
sion much delay. They therefore proceed to Madras, 
subject to such directions as you may think fit to give 
on their arrival there. 

- 5 ;- * * «- 

“ The Burmahs ^ came, staid, and went off in a strange 
way. The letters they left in their works contained 
an extraordinary mixture of peace and war. 'The fa- 

* 1 lie iiilmbitants of the Bwidbii euipire, moic usually termed the 
Burmese. 
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cilitj and expcsdition witli v/liidi they can approach 
oiir frontier in force is, lioweyer, manifested so clearly, 
that wJiile the cause of their late conduct remains, it is 
more than possilde that they may return, even this 
season, and far from improbable that they will renew 
their visit the next. I therefore think it right that 
part of the troops, ordnance, and stores that wore or¬ 
dered to Chittagong, should proceed there with Major- 
(leneral Deare, who I have directed to enquire into the 
state ol^ and examine, the frontier, with a view to his 
pointing out the best posts for troops and stations lor 
gun-boats and armed vessels, in order to afford protec- 
tipn to the settlement in general. 

“ I am extremely anxious tor late accounts from 
Mysore, as matters there, if not settled by consent, are 
becoming very critical. It is with much satisfaction I 
jicquaint your Lordship that our gallant friend Cooke’s 
wounds are in a progressive state of amendment, and 
there is little doubt that he will soon be well. Pray 
give my best wishes to Mr. Wellesley, and be assure<i I 
am, with true respect and regal’d, my dear Lord, your 
Lordship’s most obedient and most faithful humble 
servant, “ Alured Cumke.” 


SIR ALUREn CLARKE TO THE EARL OF MORmA’GTOJr. 
(Private) 

Fort William, 24th April, 1709. 

“My DEAR Lord, 

* # * * * 
“ You will easily judge of our anx,iety to bear furcher 
from Harris. God send him success! indeed I have 
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no doubt of that in every conflict between the two 
armies ; but time, that waits for no man, is- of such im¬ 
portance ID our present undertaking, that it is impbs-* 
sible to over-rate the value of every day. 1 trust, 
however, that we shall have good news >soon. Our last 
accounts troin Lucknow are, the Vizier Ali and his 
adherents had been roughly handled by ours, and the 
Candaliar cavalry in two skirmishes; but they bad not 
been foitunate enough to catch him, which I much 
lament, as I greatly fear he will by gome means or 
other effect his escape. If he comes into our handg 
alive, your wishes respecting him as stated in your last 
letter shall be duly attandod to ; as .sball those with 
regard to Shiiins-oo-DouIah,* and the other delinquents 
of that class. I was sorry to hear you bad been an 
invalid, and hope to find from your next letter that 
both rheuraati.sra and bile had passed away as com¬ 
pletely as your thoughts. Pray do mo the favour to 
present my best wishes to your brother and the other 
gentlemen of your family. Cooke has come to Mr. 
Muir’s horrse at Olioringcc, and is, I am happy to tell 
you, much better. Many pieces of bone work through 
the flesh and give him, poor fellow! much pain ] but 
he bears everything with the {p'eatest fortitude, pa¬ 
tience, and resignation. I am, my dear Lord, with 
the utmost respect and esteem, your Lordship’s most 
obedient and most faithful humble servant, 

“ AiiURED Clarke.” 

“P. B. My eyes are still so weak that I can 
scarcely .see what I write, which must be my apology 
for this scrawl.” 

^ The brof;1ier-in-kw of the Nubob of Bengal. 
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m ALICREB CJARKE TO THE EARL OF MOM fRGTON. 

(PriViite.);, 

“ Fort VVilliuni, May 13th, 1799.' 

“Mr OMR Loro, 

“I haYe the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Lordship’s several letters of the following 
dates. April 7th, 17th. 18th, 26th, 28th, 30th, and 
May the 4th ; and I shall have great pleasure in com¬ 
plying with all your wishes expressed therein, to the 
utmost of my power.” 

“Mr. Barlow will have informed you of our deteiuni- 
nation not to examine Shums-oo-Donlah under the 
promises Avhich you authorised, which I think you will 
approve, as well as of tlie exainination of some others 
concerned in the conspiracy, who, though inferior 
agents, were ecpially capable of giving every informa¬ 
tion he posseissed as will appear from some of the 
papers that have been forwarded to you. I do not yet 
find that Europeans of any descr' ption are much impli¬ 
cated in these transsvetious; but if any should he dis¬ 
covered, you may rely on our :akiug proper notice of 
them ■ and your hint respectiug the delicate conduct 
i t may be necessary to obierve towards the Nabob 
until your return, which I must ahvays add I most 
anxiously wish may be soon, shall be duly attended to 
in all its parts. The puopriety of Laving sufficient 
furce in the vicinity of the princif>al cities had not 
escaped my notice, and wf.s attended to so far a.s the 
various other objects thst were necessarily kept iq 
view would permit; but you must he aware that the 
collected force which has been employed in the Vmcr’s 





; dominions, and the numerous detachments that have 

been called for in other places must have rendered our 
state in tins quarter such as my former letters have 
described. 

Your last account of tho situation of affairs in 
Mysore is so favourable as to give the best grounded 
hope that the next we receive may announce the sur¬ 
render of Seringapatam, which I most anxiously and 
ardently wish as an event of the utmost importance to 
; . our interests in India, particularly at the present 
crisis ■ and if we should be so fortunate as to secure 
Tippoo with his capital, it would relieve us at oneq 
from all the difficulties that are to be apprehended 
from his continuing at the head of an anny in the 
field, and enable you to return as many of the troops 
belonging to Bombay and Bengal as will seexu’e the 
former against, the attack of Buonaparte if he should 
be able to make one, and secure the latter against any 
attempts of his, the Mahrattas, or the internal enemies 
of either the Nabob-Vizier’s or our own dominions; 
all which objects deserve serious attention, and make 
i me extremely desirous to get back such parts of the 

troops belonging to this presidency as can possibi_,>- be 
spared as soon as may be practicable: and another 
Eui'opean regiment is, in my mind, much wanted here, 

I could therefore wish thx 86th, or some other to be 
sent, unless your Lordship should Ixr satisfied its ser¬ 
vices are more requisite o,i the Malabar coast, which 
must depend on circumstances that are not within my 
knowledge, but will be in yours the moment the busi¬ 
ness now in hand is concluded, and will subsequently 



deteroimo your judgment. Lieutenant-Golomil Scott 
will express the sense he entertains of your Lordship’s 
good opinion of, and kindness towards him in much 
fitter terms than I can ; t shall therefore only say that 
however I may lament the loss the array at large, and 
myself in particular, will sustain by his removal from 
the office of Adjutant-General, which required ail tho 
talents, assiduity, and integrity that he so emiuentiy 
possesses, and are so rarely to he found, that I despair 
of being able to unite them in another. I am neverthe¬ 
less happy to see him placed in a situation where those 
good qualities will be likely to render the most essen¬ 
tial public service, as I consider that to be which you 
have selected him to execute. I shall therefore do all 
I can to promote the speedy accomplishment of your 
wish, whatever inconvenience may result to myself 
from it. Poor Cooke has been struggling on much in 
the same way he was when I last wrote—sometimes 
better, sometimes worse again ; he has lately suffered 
much from matter formed in the lungs, which was dis¬ 
charged by the mouth a day or two ago, and relieved 
him a good deal. He is, however, in a very reduced 
and weakly state, insomuch that it is impossible not 
to feel very doubtful of his recovery, and propertion- 
ably uneasy about him. Though he ha.s not been at¬ 
tended by either Dick or Hare, there is every reason 
to be satisfied that he has experienced every degree of 
professional skill, and the most kindly persevering care 
that either he or his friends could wish. 

“ Pray do me the favour to present my best compli¬ 
ments to your brother and Colonel Kirkpatrick, and 
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be assured that 1 am vfith great, respect and esteem, 
iny dear Lord, your LortMiip’s most obedient and 
most faithful humble servant, 


“ AlI'RED 0l:AE,1IE, 


The following lettei-s were written by Lord Morning* 
ton during the progre,ss of the military operations; 
The first is addressed to Mr. Liston, the British ininster 
at Philadelphia. The second relates to the irruption of 
the Burmese into the British territory : the third an¬ 
nounces to Sir Alured Clarke the startling fact of 
Buonaparte’s establishment at Suez 


TO U. LISTON, ESQ. 


ma MAJKSTY^S KNVOY KXTRAORDINARY AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY 
TO TUB UNITED STATES, PHlLADBLl'UrA, 


“ .Fort St, George, Apnl 1st, 17i>9. 


“Sir, 


“ I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letters of the 22nd of Juno and 17th of Jnly, 

“ I have issued the necessary orders to the Board of 
Trade at Calcutta to forward by every means in their 
power the views of the captains of the Amei’ican 
vessels recommended hy you; and you may rely upon 
my manifesting every disposition to favour American 
ships as may find it expedient to touch at any port 
within the limits of the Goverumeut-goneral of the 
British possessions in India. 

“ M. Malartics’s proclamation at the island of Mau¬ 
ritius has, no doubt, come to your knowledge ; and 
before tliis letter reaches you, yon will probably have 
heard that in conseipueuce of that and many other 





ac5ts of aggression on the part of Tippoo Snltaun 
against the Oompanyj we arc at .this moment engaged 
ill war with that prince. I have every reason to hope 
, that, before the end of May, the war will bo brought to 
a successful issue, and that the Sultauu’s power will 
be so reduced as to leave us little to apprehend from 
Ids. future machinations, even though his allies the 
French should be enabled to afford him that assistance 
of which he now stands so much in need. 

“No authentic accounts have reached mo of Buona¬ 
parte’s army since the 26 th of August. I am satisfied, 
however, that our contest with Tippoo ivill be termi¬ 
nated before he can derive any succour from the French 
army in Egypt. 

“ My brother desires to be particularly remembered 
to you. Pie has not forgotten your klucluess to him 
when he was secretaiy to your embassy at Stockholm. 

“ I have the honour to be. Sir, with the utmost re¬ 
spect and regard, your faithful servant, 

“ Moiuvikgtov.” 


TO HIS E-X CELIKNCY SIR A LURED CLARKE, K. B. 

(By Cypher. By Express,) 

“ Fort St. George, 28th April, 1799. 

“Mr DEAR Sir, 

“ I HAVE delayed until this time any detailed 
communication of my sentiments with regard to the 
conduct to be observed toward the Burmalis, in the 
daily expectation, of receiving from Calcutta the letters 
which they left in Chittagong at the time of their re¬ 
treat ; apprehending, however, that embarrassments 
may arise in Bengal from any further delay of my 
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ion, i shall emleavonr to communicate it imder dis¬ 
advantage of the imperfect information now before me. 

“ If the letters iu cj_uostion are expressed in a tone 
of menace and arrogance, I am induced to think, from 
what I have learnt of the Burmah government, that 
any attempt to send an ambassador with a pacific 
proposition in reply to such letters, wonid be construed 
as an indication of fear, and would only serve to pro¬ 
voke further insolence and violence. I think, however, 
that it is absolutely necessary, at ail events, to trans¬ 
mit without delay to the Burmah government, a de¬ 
tailed statement of the real nature of the transaction 
wliich they have made the unjust pretext of a violation 
of our territory, 

“This statementsliould be accompanied by the most 
explicit declaration of our unaltered disposition to 
maintain the relations of peace and amity wth the 
Bumah government, and at the same time it would bo 
jiroper to express an equally linn determination to 
repel by force any attempt to invade our territories. 

“ If the letters left by the Burmabs at the time of 
their retreat should not be of the hostile and arrogant 
spirit sujtposed in the first case wliich I have stated, 
it would bo advisable to send Captain Cox immediately 
over to Arracan or Kangoon, according as he may think 
most expedient, for the purpose of making the neces¬ 
sary explanations, and of bringing this disagi'eeable 
affair to an amicable is-sue. 

“ It would be neither humane nor just to deliver up 
any of the emigrants to the vengeance of the Burmah 
government, excepting such as can be proved to be 
delinquents of that description wliich, according to the 
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law of nations, may be m!ii)rocally and rightfully 
claimed by iudepeiident powers in a state of peace. If 
any such delinquents should be really found among the 
eutigi’ants, Captain Cox should bo authorised to deliver 
them up. 

“ I trust that those suggestions will enable yon to 
act immediately in this embarrassing business ; when 1 
shall receive the letters of the Burmahs from Cfdcutta, J 
will forward any further observations which may arise 
from an examination of their contents. 

“ Believe me, my dear Sir, &c. 

“ Morninoton.” 

TO Hia EXCELLEKCY, SIR ALl'RED CLARKE, K. B. 
(l^ivate and Secret. Original by the Pe^g^. Duplicate by Express.) 

.Fort St. George, 4th iMay, I79t). 

" Mr DEAR Sir, 

I'ho enclosed intelligence from Bombay will 
show you that my uniform expectation is now verified. 
Buonaparte is established in Egypt, has fortifie<l Suez, 
and is collecting craft at the head, of the Ambian 
Gulf, Xo news of Blankett.* The season being now 
open for coming down the Arabian Gulf, and a pos- 
•sibility existing that some part of the French force 
may escape the vigilance of our cruisers, it is become 
necessary to look to the protection of every point 
which the enemy may attempt, and to take the best 
precautions for our security. 

“ It is a considerable time since I recommended to 
your attention the consideration of such measures as 
might be adopted to defend Calcutta against the ef- 

* The Admiral. 





foots (xf any sudden cntoiprise. I am persuaded that 
y’oii have taken the best practicable measures ,for tliat 
purpose, and that you have turned your mind to the 
me>anfi of tVustrating any attack, oithov directly from 
the river or from the side of Chittagong. I think it 
would lie adviaaWe immediately to prepare gun-boats 
and such armed vessels as you deem exixcdieiit to 
cruise off the Sand Heads ; I trust Captain Cooke may 
be well enough to assist in the preparations of such 
liaval defences as may appear necessary and practi¬ 
cable. The Froucli prisoners and French inliabitan ts 
of Calcutta and of the provinces now desnand the 
moat vigilant control. As some of the King’s ships 
will constantly be hero during the ensuing nionsoon, 
I thiuk it would be more advisable to send the 
prisoners here than to Ceylon for convoy ; the No)i- 
mich might convey them to this place with, perhaps, 
some additional aid. 

“ The number of French established at Calcutta 
and in the provinces, is now a most alarming evil * 
I must lequest you will immediately institute a most 
active inquiry into the state of their numbers and 
conduct; and that you will send to Europe, without 
hesitation, every man who cannot give you a satis¬ 
factory account of his principles and connections. 
At Calcutta there are not less than one hundred and 
fifty French,— all, T believe, dangerous subjects. They 
abound in Chittagong, where not a Frenchman should 
be left on any account. It would also be desirable 
to .send to Europe as many as po&'^ible of the inha¬ 
bitants of Chandernagore. In the name of the French, 
I mean to include all foreign. Europeans connected 
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with. France. At Cliinsurah there are many most 
malevolent perfsons who ought to bo sent to Europe. 
In the interior of our provinces every Frenchman 
indiscriminately ought to be taken up and sent to 
Calcutta, and from thence, if a suspicious character, 
to Europe. At Calcutta, M. Vialars is stated to bo 
of 80 turbulent a character that he ought not to be 
suffered to remain in India. You should also send 
away the two persons whose names I enclose. It ap¬ 
pears to me that you cannot give too serious an at¬ 
tention to this point; for, if Buonaparte should ever 
reacli India, I need not say what the conduct of all 
the French within our provinces would be. I recom¬ 
mend Mr. iVlacklen as a person who can give you in¬ 
formation relative to the French in Calcutta. The 
magistrates of the cities and districts must assist you 
in the provinces. 

" Our last authentic accounts from the army were 
dated the 18th of April; reports liavo reached me 
from various quarters, by which it is ceitain that the 
siege is proceeding rapidly; I keep a vessel in readi¬ 
ness to despatch express to you whenever I shall re¬ 
ceive a decisive account. I believe nobody will now 
contest the policy of my measures for the early re¬ 
duction of Tippoo. 

“ I have concealed my knowledge of Buonaparte's 
condition, and I request you to do the s.ame ; per¬ 
haps, however’, the Bombay Courier may divulge the 
whole. 

I think, under the present circumstances, the 
86th ought to be sent to Bombay whenever it shall 
arrive : let me have your opinion on the subject. 
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“ I sent! this letter by sea, and oyerlaiid in du¬ 
plicate (both by express)^ as I think not a nioinerit 
is to be lost in taking the precautions which 1 have 
stated. 

“ I understand that there are now at Calcutta 
several persons from Botany Bay; they should all 
be embarked for Europe without a single exception, 
—men, womeny and cluldrcn. 

“ Although our militia has manifested much zea), 
it is deficient in one material respect; no place or 
signal of rendezvous has yet been fixed for the mo¬ 
ment of danger. This point demands immediate at¬ 
tention. 

“ I have not in tliis letter given a iiositive in¬ 
struction for the removal of the French indiscriiai- 
nately, but I wish you to understand that the more 
you remove the more relief I shall feel from a very 
serious anxiety. Ever, my dear Sir, with the greate.st 
regard and esteem, yours most faithfully, 

“ Momington.” 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Lord Mornington writes to Sir Alurcd Clarke at Calcutta.— Conspiracy 
of Slinms-cK>-Doulah.~-The Mainspring of Government only to be 
Umclied by the Principal Mover.—Apprehensions of an Attack on 
Calcutta.—Buonaparte in Egypt.—The Nabob of Bengal.—General 
Stewfi.rPa Operations against Vizier Ali.' — Success in Mysore.— 
Anxiety at Cooke’s Illness.—I'Ke CalcutUa Newspapers.—Lord Morn.- 
ingtou strongly censures tlicir Conduct.—Declares his intention of 
ladopting Harsh jMeasurcs towards theEditors.—Orders, in tbe case of 
tho refractory, that their Papers should be suppressed by force, and 
their Persons sent to Europe.—The Disc*jverics in Bengal—►Success 
of the Army against Tippoo.—Diaposithm of the Forces.—Vizier Ali* 
—Glide.—The Indian Press.—Tho Mirror^ tlie Tekgmph^ and the 
Pos/.—Reprobates their Conduct.—Orders Mr. Bruce to be embarked 
for Europe.—New Regulations for the Newspapers.—Penalty of any 
Infraction of them.—E.stablishes a CensorRhip.—Remarks on these 
Proceedings.—Their arbitrary Character condemned.—Lord Welles¬ 
ley’s Authority cited by Sir .1. Malcolm, in in favour of n Cen¬ 

sorship on the Press.—Evidence of Thomas Love Peacock, Esq., I8BI. 
—Suppressed Passage in the Report of Major Kirkpatrick.—liefererice 
to these Proceedings omitted in the published Dispatches of Lord 
Wellesley.—Inferences from these Facta. 

The following letters, which are principally interest¬ 
ing in consequence of their development of the Earl 
of Mornington’s views and feelings with respect to the 
freedom of the press in India, were written, as tho 
reader will observe from the date and place Irom 
•whence they arc ad<lressed, from Madras to the Com- 
mauder-in-Oliief in Bengal. 

T 2 
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TO HIB KXCELLB.N'OY SIR ALUUED CLARKE. 


P'ort St. Oeprge, 17th April, 1705h 


“Mr DEAR Sir,” 

“I hare ju.9t received the communication which 
you instructed Mr. Barlow to make to me on the .sub¬ 
ject of tlie message addressed to you by Shum»-oo- 
Doulali. 

“ I entirely approve of your judgment in refening 
.so delicate and important a question to iny decision. 
Whatever temporary inconveniences may occasionally 
re.sult from the delay incident to such references, the 
principle on which they are founded ought to be 
strictly observed in all cases of great moment. It is 
equally certain that no disadvantages can ari.se from 
such a system of precaution which will not ultimately 
be over-balanced by its general benefits and permanent 
effects. The mainspring of sucli a machine as the 
government of India can never be .safely touched by 
any other hand than the principal mover. 

“ I con.sider it to be of so much importance to bring 
to light every part of the conspiracy which Shurns-oo- 
Doulah appears to have planned, that, conceiving him 
to be the only person capable of disclosing the whole 
train of the plot, I feel no hesitation in authorising 
you to assure him that on condition of his making so 
full and clear a discovery as shall .satisfy me that he 
has used no equivocation or reserve, hiiS life .shall be 
spared. I shall expect from him in return for thi.s act 
of clemency, (tho only atonement which it is in his 
power to make to the British Government for his de- 



MAllQUESS WELLESLEY. 


277 


iected treason), the most ample disclosure, not only of 
bis projects, hut of tho names and designs of all the 
instruments and agents already employed or intended 
to he employed by him or any of his accomplices iu 
the execution of their design. It is not improbable 
that some of these instruments may be Exiropeans, (I 
allude to the French and other foreigners,) residing at 
this time in Bengal. This is then a point to which, in 
the examination of Shums-oo-Doulali it will he proper 
to pay the most particular attention; and it will, I 
doubt not, be an object of your immediate care to 
secure the parsons of all such Europeans without 
delay. 

“I request that the result of every examination of 
Shums-oo-Doulah may he communicated to me as 
speedily as possible. 

“ I am persuaded that yon have taken the proper 
steps to secure Calcutta again.st the danger of a sudden 
attack from the river. If the Imaum should assist 
General Buonaparte, (whom I believe still to he in 
Egypt with 17,000 or 18,000 men), their object would 
1)0 to sail directly up the Hoogly and to surprise 
Calcutta. 

“The conduct to be pursued witli regard to the 
Nabob of Bengal, until my return to Calcutta, will re¬ 
quire the most delicate management. At present we 
possess no direct proof of bis being implicated in tho 
conspiracy of Shums-oo-Doulah. Reasonable ground, 
however, exists for believing that he was at least ac¬ 
quainted with the proceedings of Shums-oo-Doulah. 
It will therefore bo proper that a most vigilant eye 
should be kept on all the motions of the Nabob, and 
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that as respectable a military force as possible shoxiU 
be stationed at Berliampore, as well with a view to in¬ 
timidate the confedemtes of Shums-oo-Doulah, as for 
the purpose of suppressing with promptitude any dis¬ 
turbances which they may endeavour to excite. But 
f must request you, as far as may be practicable con- 
aistoutly with these precautions, to avoid all direct 
indications Of a suspicion of the personal views of the 
Nabob of Bengal. 

“ I am concenied to observe the slow progress made 
by Major-Gonexul Stewart against Vizier Ali and his 
banditti. I scarcely know a point of more importance 
to our interests in India than the capture or deiith 
of that young assassin, and the dispersion of his 
followers. 

“ I congratulate you on the success wliich has 
hitherto attended our operations in Mysore, of wluch I 
transmit to you the details regularly as I receive them. 
Nothing can mom strongly confirm the policy of those 
operations than the late train of events, and the nature 
of the designs disclosed in Bengal. I hope in God 
that Cooke will recover; the last accounts are favour¬ 
able, but I am still in a state of great anxiety on that 
most affecting subject. 

“liot me call your attention to the newspajxers at 
Calcutta. I enclose two paragraphs, for either of 
which—particularly for that relating to the batteries on 
the river—^^tlxe editor ought to he sent to Europe. I 
contrived to get them into some degree of order, but 
they are now returning to their vocation, and if not 
checked, will create serious mischief, I shall take an 
early opportunity of transmitting rules for the conduct 
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of the wholcitri!)© of editors; in the niean time, if 
you cannot triMiquillizo tho editors of this and other 
nuschi evous publications, be so good as to sup press 
their papers by force, and send their persons to Europe. 
I trust you will issue a proclamation against the publi¬ 
cation of newspapers on Sunday. 

“ Although there may not exist the same grounds of 
jealousy at Patna and Dacca as at Moorshedahad, yet 
as these two former cities are like the last, extremely 
populous, and abound in proper instruments for such 
conspirators as Shnms-oo-Doulah, it is higlily expedient 
that as strong a force as possible should for some time 
to come bo kept in their neighbourhoods. I am, &c. 


“ MoasriHOTOx.” 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIB ALCBED CLARKE, K.B., &C. 


Fort St. George, 2t’th April, 1799. 


“My dear Sir, 

“ I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letters of the 6th and 13th of April. I 
entirely agree with you in your view cf tho proba¬ 
ble result of the late discoveries in Bengal: they will 
prove beneficial to our interests, provided they can bo 
made the foundations of a just and effectual system 
of police—a subject which now occupies much of my 
attention. 

“You have already received my private letter re¬ 
specting Vizier Ali and Shums-oo-Doulali. If the 
former should be apprehended, I shall forward to you 
a letter from me in council, to the same effect as ray 
private letter. 






“ Colonol Kirkpatrick, by my orders, has regiilarly 
forwarded, by express, every account which we have 
received from the army; wo have also taken advam 
tage of the departure of’ evoiy ship bound to Calcutta. 
Oar last accounts of the 15th are highly favomubio, 
and leave no doubt that the success of the expedition 
will be speedy and complete. 

“ I am pefectly satisfied of the impossibility of de¬ 
taching any force from Bengal in the present moment; 
I feel, indeed, so much anxiety on the subject of our 
situation in the provinces, that I doubt whether it 
might not bo advisable to send another King's regi¬ 
ment to Calcutta as soon as the 86 th shall arrive from 
the Cape—an event which may be expected every day. 
The 29th light dragoons will embark in the course of 
a few days for Calcutta. If you should not Avant the 
86 th immediately, I propose to send it to Masulipa- 
tam, from whence it may be easily conveyed to Bengal, 
if any necessity should arise. In the meanwhile, its 
presence at Masuiipatain will tend to keep the Oircars 
quiet, as well as to give confidence to the Nizam 
against the dangers whicli now menace his dominions. 

“ I am very desirous that you should get rid of all 
your French prisoners; and my brother has stated to 
Barlow by this post a plan for conveying them to tlie 
Cape, if you can give them convoy to Trincomald. 

“I am very liappy, from your dispatches of the 
13th instant, to find that there was so far a, pro¬ 
spect of securing Tizier Ali. I cannot agree in Sir 
James Craig’s reasons respecting Ambagee ; and even 
if they were well founded, you know that the con¬ 
duct of Ambagee is neither the sole nor the principal 
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caicise of my anxiety to' maintain a large force on tbc 
frontier of Scindiah’s dominions. But I. request tbat 
you will not suffer the tranquillity of the interior of 
Oude to be endangered by even tins object, however 
important it appears to me. 

“ I cannot describe to you the uneasiness and anxiety 
which has been excited in my mind by the perusal of 
several paragraphs which have lately appeared in the 
newspapers at Calcutta. I have already offered some 
suggestions to you upon that subject in iny letter 

of the -. I cannot but suspect the existence of 

a systematic design of mischief among the editors of 
several papers, particularly the Asmtic Mirror, the 
Tehgraiph, and the Fost. In these papers paragraphs 
continually appear tending to magnify the character 
and power of the French, and to expose every ex¬ 
isting or possible weakness in our situation. I have 
transmitted to you some articles of this tendency- 
To-day I find in the Post of the 12th, under the form 
of a letter from the Ifizam’s army, a plain suggestion 
to Tippoo of the advantages which he might derive 
by sending his Booties into the Carnatic ; and in the 
of the 10th, column 2nd, sheet 1st, you will 
find a dissertation on the causes, nature, and extent 
of the conspiracy discovered in Bengal The wicked¬ 
ness of this dissertation is scarcely equalled even by 
any of the publications which preceded the late Irish 
Eebellion. I refer you to tlic paper itself, which 
requires no comment. I request you will embark the 
editor of that paper (whom I understand to be a 
Mr. Bnico, a desperate Jacobin) for Europe, in the 
first ship which shall sail from Calcutta, or you may 



g 


^2 LIFE AND CORliESPONDENGE OF 

send Hia to Madras, from whence he may proceed 4n 
the TJtetis or W<>rcester. 

“On my return to Calcutta, it is my intention to 
adopt an entirely new system for the regulation of 
the newspapers. In the mean while, for the puriX)se 
of putting some restraint on this sei'ious mischiet^ I 
request you to adopt, without delay, the following 
regulations;—- 

“1. To compel every printer of a paper to print 
his name at the hottom of the paper. 

" 2. Every editor and proprietor of a paper to de¬ 
liver in his name and place of abode to the Secretary 
of the Government. 

“ 3. No paper to he publislied on a Sunday. 

“ 4. No paper to be p^iblished {at all) watil it shall 
have beefti prevmtslif inspected by the Seeretcm/ to the 
Govemime.nt, or by a person mdhorised by him for 
the pmrpoao, in order that nothing may he published 
lending to convey information to the enemy, or to ex~ 
cite alarm and commotion within our own dominions^ 

“ 5. The penalty of offending against any part of 
these regulations to be immediate embarkation for 
Europe. 

“ I am aware that these regulations will occasion 
groat trouble in the Secretary's Office, on account of 
the extravagant number of newspapers now published 
in Calcutta. On my return to Bengal, I am deter- 
ininod to limit that number within very narrow 
bounds ; but in the interval some inconveniences must 
be suffered, or the public security must be mposed 
to constant hazard. 

“ Believe me, my dear Sir, &c., " Moexington.” 
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This, it mupt be confessed, seems rather a entuinavy 
mode of proceeding ;—somewhat more in consonance 
■with principles of Asiatic despotism than with those 
enlightened views of public liberty advocated by the 
noble Lord in his speech in College Green, on the free¬ 
dom of the press. It 'was a stretch of absolutism so 
repugnant to our concq»tions of right and law at 
home, that few will ho disposed to admit, without great 
reluctance, the justifying plea of irresistible necessity. 
That the conduct of the editors of the Calcutta news¬ 
papers, taking the Governor-General’s description of it 
to be accurate, ■was very reprehensible, there can bo no 
doubt; in a dependency of the Crovra, be.set with perils 
at every hand—insurrections, plots, conspiracies, inva¬ 
sion, inenacing,^it was highly criminal to publish obser¬ 
vations cakulatod to point out to a foreign or domestic 
enemy the weak points in the British defences. Ac¬ 
cording to our common law it amounts to high treason 
for a subject to give intelligence to foreign powers at 
open war with the sovereign : and though by this intel¬ 
ligence is meant information secretly conveyed with a 
treasonable design, it is not necessary to employ argu¬ 
ment to prove that the offence with which the Earl of 
Momington charged the editors in que.stion was a very 
grave one, likely to be productive, under the exist¬ 
ing circumstances of British India at that crisis, of mis¬ 
chievous consequences ; but we still doubt whether it 
justifies the peremptory decree—“ You wiU emhai’k 

Mr_for Europe!” Was it right to dispense 

Avith all forms of law? to condemn without trial? to 
punish an Englishman without affording him an oppor¬ 
tunity of making a regular defence ? to strike without 
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hearkig a word of expostulation \ Jiecesaity, we know, 
is, in the bands, of rulers, very stern in its require- 
incmts; but we must still inquire, does it appear that 
it was necessary to take the high-handed course 
directed in the letters to the Cotnmander-m-Chief, 
and Vice-President of Council 1 A public trial, it 
w'ill be said, would have been both inconvenient and 
injurious to the public interest: things are justifiable 
in times of xvai’ which are not justifiable under ordinary 
circumstances: everything must bend to state neces¬ 
sity when a foreign enemy is approaching ; so that in 
a state of war men will patiently endure restraints 
which in times of peace would be regarded as the most 
odious tyranny. The truth of this may be admitted; 
and it is right that mankind should understand that 
war, with all its glory, pomp, and circumstance, in- 
volv-.i a necessity of trampling, as well upon indivi¬ 
dual liberty as on the m;ijesty of the law and the stife- 
guard of public freedom. 

When the Earl of Moniington penned the above 
letters from Madras to the authorities at Fort Wil¬ 
liam, he felt him.self to be the commander of a 
bcleaguerod or menaced citadel, and no one will dis¬ 
pute that he acted solely with reference to the ge¬ 
neral safety and defence of the empire committed 
to his charge. It would he uncandid not to make 
allowance for the peculiar difficulties of his posi¬ 
tion ; but viewed under the most favourable circum- 
stance.s, the order respecting the editor of the GalcvUa 
Mirror wears the appearance of a harsli and arbitrary 
exercise of supreme authority. Lord Mornington had 
hunself so often received valuable information of the 





rrioveraentfl ami designs the enemy from newspapers, 
that it is easy to appreciate the motiyos of the anxiety 
taanifestod by his Lordship to preyent, as far as pos¬ 
sible, the French in Egypt, the Indian Seas, or the 
partisans of Frixnce in India from deriving a knowledge 
of any facts detrimental to the Ihitish Govennnent 
through the same medium. 

The proclamation of General Jlalartic, so eventful 
in its consequeiiGes, first met his eye in one of the 
public prints ; and when the important news that 
Buonaparte had established himself in Egypt reached 
him, in one of his private tetters to Sir Mured 
Clarke he manifests the gfreatest uneasiness lest the 
fact should be prematurely divulged in the Bombay 
papers.* On one occasion we find Lord Moming- 
tou sending expi’esses to Ceylon, Goa, Mysore, and 
Malabar, with copies of an article which he had 
found in’ a Frankfort publication that had been trans¬ 
mitted to him and in both his private and official 
letters to the British embassy at Constantinople, he 
frequently mentions his anxiety to have the news¬ 
papers transmitted to him as speedily as practicable. 
Indeed, in 1800 he officially directs the Resident at 
Bussoi-ah to dispatch by boat or cruiser, “ once every 
fortnight,” all Continental journals and other public 
nevispapers, “ so higldy important and interesting at 
the present conjuncture.” It may be added as an 
illustration of the utility of newspapers in time of war 
to those who have the direction of armies, that Buona¬ 
parte firat formed the resolution of leaving Egypt for 

• * yide letter to Si; A. Clarke, 4th May, 1799. 
t Vide letter to ll uii, K. North, liTth October, 1799. 





jEurope in con!?equeitce of a paragnipUj. in a EuTOpeau 
journal, presented to one oi his generals by an officer 
of tlio British squadron during a terapOrafy truce. 


Such cousideratioua would have justihed a strong 
cautionary circular to the printers, proprietors, and 
editors of all publications in tbe presidencies, and 
* called for a clear and definite exposition of the la.wa in 
India respecting the pablic press, or, if the press in 
India was not privileged with the protection of the 
laws, for an explicit warning beforehand of the will 
and fixed intention of the Government: for no tyranny 
is so oppressive or insupportable as an attempt to hold 
men responsible for the infringement of rule of action 
undefined, concealed, or precarious;—“ misera ed ser- 
vitus ubi jm est vagum aut incognif-um” Still, no 
such considerations as have been adverted to, seem to 
warrant, or indeed (trying the matter by the test of 
“ necessity") to demand either the decree of the 17th 
of April, 1799, or the regulations prescribed in Lord 
Moiuington’s letter to Sir Alurod Glarke, of the 
26th of the same month, directing the permanent 
establishment of a Censorship. These regulations 
vary in no material particular from the ordinances 
promulgated by the star-chamber, A. d. 1585. Those 
ordinances commanded every printer to certify his 
presses to the Stationers’ Company, on pain of hav¬ 
ing his types defaced, and suffering a year’s impri¬ 
sonment -and ordered that no printer who had only 
set up in his trade within six months should exer¬ 
cise it any longer, nor any commence in future until 
the excessive multitude of printers luere diminished — 
that none should print any book, matter, or thing 

% nonmenne’s Memoirs, 
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whatsoever, until it had been first seen, perused, and 
allowed hy the A rchbishop of Canterbury or Bishop of 
hov 3,on^ except the Qm&Cs printer~-\hrA every one 
selling books contrary to the intent of this ordinance 
should snfier three months’ imprisonment. The star- 
chamber ordinances will suffer little from a contrast 
with the paragraph in Lord Mornington’s letter : “ In 
the mean time, if you cannot tranquillize the editors of 
this and other mischievous publications, be so good as 
to suppress their papers by force, and send their pei’- 
sons to Europe —followed up by the expression of his 
Lordship’s determination “ to limit” the number of 
newspapers in Calcutta “ within very narrow bounds,” 
and to place the number so arbitrarily limited, under 
the surveillance of the Secretary of the Goyerumont. 

The autliority of Lord Wellesley was, in subsequent 
times, frequently referred to by the advocates of re¬ 
strictions on the Indian press. In a minute by Sir 
John Malcolm, in 1822, arguing that, though, whei’e 
the knowledge of the people, their institutions, and 
fornm of goverament are such as to admit of the 
freedom of the press, the good to the public arising 
from its unrestricted liberty preponderates over the 
accompanying evils of such freedom, yet that, Irom 
the peculiar nature and constitution of the community 
in India, a free press was unsuited to that country,— 
Sir John Malcolm observes: “ The oIEce of Censor 
was, I believe, first instituted by Lord Wellesley, in 
consequence of an article appearing in the Mirror 
newspttper, which took a comparative view of the 
European and Native population, with some specu¬ 
lations on the subject that were not deemed less dan- 


WQN\ 



LIFE AND CORllESFONPENGE OF 




gerous from there heiiig Jio evil dosigu ou the part 
of the writer/’ In the evidence of Thomas Love 
Peacock, Esq., Senior Assistant Examiner of Indih 
Correspondence before the Scdect Parliamentary Ooin- 
inittee, in 1834, the following history of the Cemsor- 
ship on the Press in India is given ;* 

“ The first case is that of Mr. William Duane, who 
was sent home, by the power vested in the Govern¬ 
ment, in the year 17.94. Then there are two or 
three other cases which may he passed over. The 
next is the case of Captain Williamson, in 1798, who 
had published a letter in one of the Calcutta papers 
which was considered by the Government to be a 
letter tending to excite military insubordination. He 
wa,s suspended from the Company’s service, and came 
lioine ; he was afterwards permitted to return to 
India. The next is the case of Mr. Charles M'Loan, 
who was sent home in the same year (1798) for an 
offence against the Government. The next impor¬ 
tant circumstance is the imposition of Censorship. 
After several other instances of misconduct, the Oen- 
fiorsbip was imposed on the 13th of Majr, 1799. 
After this there were several prohibitory orders issued 
to the editors of newspapers not to insert anything 
relating to military matters, and two or three times 
rules Averc laid down for the conduct of the press 
and the printing oTices generally. The next occur¬ 
rence to which I need advert, is the impiroper conduct 
of the editor of the Asiatic Mirror, Dr, Bryce.f After 
this, in 1818, on the 28th of August, the Censorship 

* Vid€ Report of Select Cororuittee on tlic Calcutta Journal. 

t In Tiord Wellesley’s ]V1S. Mr. Br’acc. 
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was removed, and nrtes v/ere laid down for the con¬ 
duct of the press, which they were expected to ob¬ 
serve.” 

Lord Movuingtou appears, in some degree, to have 
been influenced in this course of policy by the re¬ 
presentations made to his Lordship when at the Cape 
of Good Hope, by Major Kirkpatiick, an officer who 
had recently been British Resident at Hydombad. 

The following passage in the answer to the second 
question, occurs in Major Kirkpatrick's report: “ There 
cannot, perhaps, be a fitter occasion than the present 
for remarking on the pernicious effects too often pro¬ 
duced (I confine myself in what I say to the Court 
of Hyderabad) by such of our Indian newspapers as 
are conducted either by inconsiderate or by ill-prin- 
ciplcd men ; but especially hj’' the latter. The Re¬ 
sidency has more than once, in its attempts to prove 
the falsehood or exaggeration of certain reports re¬ 
specting tlie French successes, been gravely referred 
for the authenticity of them to English prints; nor 
has it unfrequeutly happened that such falsehoods or 
exaggerations have appeared in papers professing to 
to he publislied by authority, or at least enjoying 
the favour of Government. The Bombay Courier 
(which is in exclusive possession of all the public 
business of that Presidency), and the Asiatic Mirror 
(a Calcutta print) fall particularly under the descrip¬ 
tion of papers managed by persons of politiciilly evil 
dispositions. The arguments in vindication of the 
unrestrained freedom of the press in England cer¬ 
tainly cannot be reasonably or fairly applied to the 
.state of British society in India. It is difficult, iii- 

von. I. u 



LIFE AND COUBESPONDENCE OF 

deed, to conceive any political good or right it can 
sei^e to promote or secui’e among the latter , while, 
on the other hand, the danger to the national in¬ 
terests in such a country, with which it is pregnant, 
is ver}' considerable. I am not likely to be suppo.sed 
desirous of the abolition of the Indian press, were 
such a thing practicable ; but certainly every reject¬ 
ing man and good subject must wi.sh to see its com- 
manication of, and comments on public events under 
better regulations than they are at present.” 

Bincerely admiring the character of the great man 
whose policy we are discussing, and compelled by the 
weight of irresistible evidence to acknowdedge the 
general wi.sdoni and utility of Ids proceedings, it is a 
subject of regTet to the wi’iter to he obliged to exhibit 
thi.s part of hord Wellesley s public conduct in tin 
unfiivourablo light; but fidelity, as well to historic truth 
as to the principles of public freedom,* forbid sup¬ 
pression of matter of fact and concealment of opinion 
on so important a subject. 

Beside, we are not without reasons for believing 

^ The proposition T mean to maintain is this; -that a man not in- 
tendms- to mislead, but seeking to enlighten others tyith wliat his btvn 
rearoirand conscience, hotveyer erroneously, have dictated to him as 
truth, may address himself to the umvensal reason of a wliole nation, 
either upon the subject of governments in general, or upon tliut of out 
own pmticular country; that lie may analyse the principles of its consti¬ 
tution, point out its errors and defects, examine and publish its cormp- 
tions, and warn his fellow-citizens against their ruinous consecpienecs, 
and exert his whole faculties in pointing out the most advantageous 
changes in establishments which he considers to be radically defeothe, 
or .sliding from tlieir objects by abuse. All tins every subject of this 
country has n right to do, if he contemplates only what he thinks would 
be for'its advantage, and but seeks to change the public mind by the 
conviction that flows from reasonings dictated by conscience’’.—•i.r,s*ine. 
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that the matured judgment of the Marquess Wel¬ 
lesley coincided witli his early sentiments of respect 
for the institution of a free press expressed in the 
Trisli House of Lords, and condemned as indiscreet the 
exercise of power that has called forth these remarks. 
In the edition of the Dispatches published under his 
Lordship's superintendence, though a part of Lord 
Morningtoris letter to Sir Aimed Glarhc, (f the llth 
of April, 1'799, has been printed, the passages re¬ 
ferring to the Calcutta newspapers do not appjear. 
The letter of the 2Gih of Ap’il is entirely omitted: 
and the passage from Major Kirl'patricHs report,, 
quoted above, has been erased from the printed copty i 
having been crossed out in the original manuscript, 
apparently by Lord Welleslerjs pm. The fact that 
the noble Lord bequeathed his collection of papers 
to the nation, proves that he neither desired con¬ 
cealment nor feared scrutiny : bnt the circumstances 
just mentioned seem to warrant the inference that 
he did not desire his policy towards the press of India 
to be held up as a model for imitation. 


292 Lll'K AND COilRESPONDENCB OF 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Tippco SultaiiTi, instead of proceeding on a Hunting Expedition, com- 
Tuenctjs n March to attack Geiieml Stuart at Seedapore, five days bc- 
iwe the ikitiali entered Mysore,—Defeated in liis Attack on General 
Stuart’s Force,—Ketrents,—Re-crosses Mysore, and falls upon the Di¬ 
visions of Colonel Wellesley and General Floyd at Mallnvclly,—Tippoo 
su/lers a severe Defeat.-—Retreats toBoringapatam.—General Hiutis a'l- 
vances. — Operations of the Army before Seringapatarn. — Tippoo 
8ultaun’s Letter toOeneral Harris.—The General’sReply,—Oj^eratioris 
continued,^—Second Letter from Tippoo.— General Handy transmits 
tlie Terms of the only Pt.'aee that would be granted.—Tippoo declines 
, to accept them,—Writes again.—Prejmrations for storming Seringa' 
patnm.—Tippoo’s Fortitude and Valour.-—General Baird leads the 
Assault.—Capture of the Fortress and City.—Death of Tippoo Sul- 
tiiuu,—Forbearance of the .British Trooi>s.—The Siiltaun’s FVvmily and 
ZoriJiim respected,—Cousc»|ncnces of the .Fall of Seriugapatam.— Letter 
of Gciural Harris in a Sealed Quill to Lord Mornington.—-Letter of 
Alajor Beatson to his Lordship. ^ 

In Tippoo’s letter to Lord Mornington, received on 
the 13th of Febriniry, he announced iiis ifttentioii of 
proceeding on a huntmg exjjedition. The only game, 
however, which his Highness reaUj contemplated pur¬ 
suing was a British General,—which in former times had 
not unfrequently been the object of his chase. Having 
succeeded in raising an expectation that it was his in¬ 
tention to move in the direction of Mang-alore, he 
secretly left his camp on the 28th of February, at the 
head of twelve thousand men, and rapidly marching 
across the country, passed the frontier, and quitting his 
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own territories, suddenly fell upon the Bombay army, 
unde*' General Htnart, the total .strength of which was 
(>420. It is important to remark, as a coimneutary 
upon all Tippoo’s pacific prole&sions, that he began this 
movement ^ve days befat'e General Harris entered 
Mysore, and that he was engaged in a.n attempt to 
cut to pieces by surprise this British force at Seedapore, 
in the dominions of one of the allies of Great Britain, 
at the very moment that, at the ojtposite side of 
the kingdom, General Harris was entering Mysore. 
Tippoo succeeded in throrving a body of hi.s troops be¬ 
tween the detachments of Generals Stuart ami Hartley, 
and for a time threatened the annihilation of the 
Britisli force. Eventually, however, Tippoo was re¬ 
pulsed at all points ; and without awaiting to strike a 
second blow, hurried back to Seringapatam, In this 
affair the British lost 143 men ; Tippoo’s loss was, 
doubtless, considerable. 

Tippoo now concentrated his whole force* against the 
amy of Madras under General Harris ; and endea¬ 
voured to make. an impre.5sion upon it, before a 
junction was formed between the forces of Generals 
Harris and Stuart. Tippoo Sultatm in persop led on 
a furious onset on the British lines at Mallavelly, re- 

From nn akstmcl: o*' the state of Tippoo SuUaun\s affairs, drawn up 
by Captain, ai'ierwarde Sir .Tolm Malcolm, it appears that the strength of 
Tip])oo’s army as followsRegular horse, (5000 ; irregoylar horse, 
7(X)0 i regular infantry, 30,000; guards, &c., 4CHOO; Carnatic paion.s, 
8CK)0; pioneers, 6000; exclusive of 144 field-pieces, 36 batteriiig-gun.G, 
a rocket brigade, elepliant.s, camels, mul(?s, &c. Tippoo’s .French force 
comprisedFour officers, 40 private Europeans, 3150 half-cast ainl 
Caffrics, lially’s party; six officers, 60 private Europeans, 100 half-cast 
and Caffries, lately arrived from the Mauritius. Total, 10 olRcers, 90 
private Europeans, and 450 half-cast and Caffries. 
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raarkaWo as the place where the illustrious hero of a 
hundred lights, then Colonel Wellesley, lought his first 
battle in India. A formidable body of Mysore horse 
bore down upon Colonel Wellesley’s division, con¬ 
sisting of the 33rd rogirnent and the Kizam’s forces. 
The 33rd were ordered to reserve their fire till the 
enemy were within pi,stoi shot; they then poured in a 
dreadful fire, and, quickening step, attacked Tippoo’s 
troops with the bayonet. General Floyd’s dragoons, 
from the centre, charged a,t this crisis, and a total route 
of the Mysoreans took place- They fled, having suf¬ 
fered a loss of two thousand, who fell on the field or in 
flight. 

On the 7th of April, General Harris sat down 
before Seringapatara. It will be observed that up 
to this time Tippoo had not attempted to open 
c.:immunications with the General, or reply to Lord 
Moruiugton's last letter. On the 9th of April disheart¬ 
ened, but not subdued, by the result of the battles at 
Seeclapore and Mallavelly, Tippoo sent the following 
note to the lilnglish camp :— 

FROM TIPPOO SULTAIJN TO GENERAL HARRIS. 

“ The Governor-General Lord Momington, Beliauder,* 
sent me a letter, a copy of which is enclosed, lou 
will understand it. I have adhered firmly to treaties ; 
what then is the meaning of the advance of the English 
armies and the occurrence of hostilities. Inform me. 
What need I say more V’ 

He was referred by the General to the Icttei’S of 

* Literally the Invmciblc, employed as a titio of courtesy. 
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bovd Moriiingtoii, and the declaration of Avar on the 
part of tho allies 

FROM GEjJfRRAL HARErS TO TIPTOO SUXTAUN. 

‘f lOlh April, 1799. 

“ Your letter euclc'slng copies of the Governor- 
Geiierars letter has been received. For the advance of 
the Fnglish and allied armies, and for actual liostilities, 
1 refer you to the several letters of the- Governor- 
General, Avhich are sufficiently explanatory on tlie 
subject.”' 

Tippoo made no farther attempt at negotiation till 
the 20th of April. The junction between the Bombay 
arid Madras armies had been safely effected on the 
14th, and after crossing the dangerous river Gavery, by 
which Seringapatam is protected, an eufdading bfj,ttery 
was estaldished, and the enemy ivere dislodged from an 
important position four hundred yards in advance of 
their eutrenchmeutp. Tippoo therefore propo.sed a 
Conference for peace. 

TIVPOO StrXTAUN TO GENERAL HARMS. 

“ In the letter of Lord IVIomington it is written, that 
the clearing up of matters at issue is proper; and 
therefore you, having been empowered for the purpose, 
will appoint such persons as you judge proper for con¬ 
ducting a conference and renewing the business ')f a 
treaty. You are a well-wisher of both states. In this 
matter what is your pleasure % Inform me, that a con¬ 
ference may take place.” 
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General Harris, in reply te this overture, transmitted 
to Tippoo the preliminary articles of the only peace 
tiiat v/ould now be granted to him. The Governor- 
General had furnished General Harris with the drafts 
of two treaties, but left it to the General’s discretion 
which set of propositions he should adopt. General 
Harris selected the most stringent propositions, and 
modified them in some particulars. He required 
Tippoo to cede half his territories in perpetuity to the 
allies, to pay two crore"'^ of rupees to indemnify the 
Britisli Govemment for the expenses of the war, to 
renounce the alliance of the French for ever, to dismiss 
every native of France from his service, to receive 
ambassadors from each of the allies, to give up tlie 


four sons of the Sultaun, and four of his generals to 


be named by the English commander as hostages; the 
acceptance of these severe conditions to he transrnitted 
uncle)'' his ha/nd and seal within twenty-four hours, and 
the hostac/es and one crore of rupees to he delivefred m 
fcrty-eigJit. General Harris and the military com¬ 
mission appointed by Lord Mornington to assist his 
[)oUtical deliberations in imposing these terms on the 
Sultaun, were influenced by a considemtion of the two 
battles in which Tippoo had been defeated, and the 
otlier reverses he had sustained before he condescended 
to |)ropose a negotiation. The operations of the siege 
weiit forward till the 28th of April,—eighty days hav¬ 
ing elapsed without a favourable reply. On that day 
Ti[q)Oo made another and a last attempt to avert the 
stormi g of his citadel. 


* Ci'ore_, one hundred lacs^ A cror^j of pagodus is about 4j(K)Oj()UO/. 
?5toiling. A CTorc of rupees about 1,()00,0(K)/. sterling! 
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FEbM Tiproo SELTAUN TO aENEKAL HAUKIS, 

The points in question are weigiit}' and cannot be 
brought to a conclusion without the intervention of 
ambassadors. 1 am therefore about to send two gen¬ 
tlemen, who will perfectly explain themselves.” 

On the 30th of .A.pril the breaching-battery opened 
against the walls of Beringapatam. On the first day 
part of tile outward wall at the west angle of the fort 
was levelled, and one of the bastions within it was con¬ 
siderably shaken. On the morning of the 2nd of May »« 
a great raag-azine of rockets blew up in the town with 
a fearful explosion, spreading death and consterna¬ 
tion among the inhabitants. On this day an addi¬ 
tional battery wa.s brought to bear against the walls ; 
and at the conclusion of the 3 id the breach was 
deemed practicable for the advance of a stonning 
party. Notwithstanding this tempc,st of shot and shell, 
Tippoo Sultaun conducted himself with unflinching 
resolution. Tt is reported that when he witnes,sed the 
advance of the Briti.sh army across the Oavery, he 
addressed his officers with these words, “ We have 
arrived at the last stage; what is your determination?” 

“ To die along with you,’^' it is .said was the unanimous 
reply. Tippoo evidently relied upon the strength 
of his fortress, which had twice before defied tl.e 
strengtli of the British armies, and was swayed by a 
superstitious feeling tliat be was under the protection 
of the Deity. He had accumulated a large store of 
provisions in Seringapatam, and the pilace was defended 
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ran troops wlio had 
boeii accustoined to victory^and the rainy season was 
last approaching. On the night of the 3rd of May 
preparations were made for an assault on the following* 
morning; this perilous service was entrusted to Major 
General Baird, who had for so long a time been a cap¬ 
tive in the hands of Hyder Ali and Tippoo Bultauii, 
within those very walls. General Baird, with the 
fearless gallantry that characterised his whole military 
career, both in Asia, Africa-, and Europe, deterniined to 
conquer or never return. Either,” said he, to Colonel 
Agnew, “ we succeed to-morrow or you never see vne 
more.” Before daybreak on the morning of the 4th oi 
May~a day memorable in the history of India—the 
storming party consisting of 2500 Europeans, and 
1800 sepoys, were in the trenches. The General bade 
some of his old comrades of the 71st, who had on a 
former occasion been overwhelmed by 'ihppo(n re- 
meinber that they had now an opportunity of ‘Spaying 
off old scores.” At one o^clock the signal was given— 
Baird stepped out of the trenches, and drawing his 
sword, exclaimed, “Now, my brave fellows, follow me, 
and prove yourselves British soldiers !” It is scarcely 
povssible adequately to conceive the anxious su;spense 
with which the progress of the intrepid. and devoted 
band as they dashed forward upon the “forlorn hope” 
was viewed from the lines. 

The ])oldest held his hreath 

For a time—'’ 

Baird was rapidly followed by his men as he crossed 
the rocky bed of the river Oavery, which it was neces¬ 
sary to pass before the foot of the breach could be 
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by two and twenty thousand vote 





gaiaeci The General is in the breach !—the assaulting 
column presses ,forward in close array—volumes of fire 
and smoke envelop the assailants—the hurras of the 
British are heard amid the thunder of the artilleij-— 
they rusli forward undaunted by the deadly storm— 
a chosen body of Tippoo’s guards make a sally on the 
flank of the assailants-^tho Mysoreans are repulsed witli 
fearful slaughter, and the next moment the Knglish 
colours wave from the walls ! These were the events 
of less than ten minutes. General Baird, and Colonels 
Sherbrooke and Dunlop, swept the ramparts to the 
right and to the left; but encountered a desperate 
resistance from Tippoo’s troops, who evinced great 
gallantry and devotion to the Sultaun. 

The attack was made during the lieat of the day, 
when Asiatics usually take tlioir mid-day repast, and 
resign themselves to a season of repose. When the 
alarm of the assault reached Tippoo, he was sitting sit 
dinner undei’ a covered shed. He instantly washed 
his hands, seized his arms, and mounted his horse. 
On his way to the ramparts he was told that his ge¬ 
neral, Syed Goffar, was killed. “ Syed Goffar,” he said, 
“ never feared death : let Mahommed Oassim take 
charge of his division.” Tippoo opposed himself in 
person to the left column of the British; and for a 
time checked their advance ; he continued on foot and 
animated his soldiers by firing with his own hands 
against his adversaries; he was the last man to quit tlie 
traverses, and did not leave his post till the impetu¬ 
osity of the Britisli soldiers drove everything before 
them. Two columns of the 12th regiment—one within, 
the other outside the gate—now poured in a destructive 
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01 -OS 9 fire. Tho Sultoin, wlio had before received a 
inusket-ball in the right side, received an otlier wound ; 
his horse was shot under liira, and his turban fell to 
the ground. Ilis faithful servanls placed hirn in his 
palaiiquceu, but being unable to proceed over the 
heaps of slain, he aguin sprang upon his feet and en¬ 
deavoured to escape. Some British soldiers now enter¬ 
ing the gate encountered Tippoo. One of tbetn, 
ignorant of his per-son, but attracted by bis jewels, 
attempted to pull off his sword belt; Tippoo disdain¬ 
ing to surrender himself a prisoner, or announce his 
rank, wounded the soldier in the knee with his sahre. 
The enraged Farglishman pointed his musket at his as¬ 
sailant’s bead, and Tippoo fell a corp.se. The moment 
that the British obtained posse.s.sion of Scringapatam a 
search was instituted for the Sultauu : his body was 
found under a heap of slain ; his eyes were open, and 
the body, which was stripped of every ornament but 
his clierished amulet, was still warm when Colonel 
Wellesley, who commanded the reserve, which was not 
employed in the a.ssault, came up. Thus perislied 
this formidable enemy of the British power in India ; 
and thus perished likewise, the hopes of those who 
aimed at the re-establishment of French influence in 
llindostan! We shall not dwell upon the military de¬ 
tails of this memorable siege. It is enough to say that 
every member of the palace* was treated with the 

Wc feel gicat satisfaction,” say the Mysore Commissioners, in ft 
letter to Lord Mornington, dated Seringtipatam, June the 8tl\, m 

being able to assure your Lordship that before the Zenana was searched 
for treasure, separate apartments were prepared for the ladies, and no 
precaution omitted to secure them from the possibility ot being exposed 
to any inconvenience. No treasure was found in the Zonaim, nor wn?« 
any article whatever removed from thonce.” 
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iitiKosti kindness iind consideration by General Baird, 
altliough before be entered it, bis soldiers were excited 
by the information that Tippoo had ordered twelve gre¬ 
nadiers of Colonel Wellesley’s regiment who fell into 
his hands on the 5tb of April, to be murdered in cold 
blood. The arsenal of Seringapatam contained four 
hundred and fifty-one brass guns, and four hundred 
and seventy-eight iron guns, exclusive of two hundred 
and eighty-seven mounted on the works. A vast 
quantity of stores, ammunition, and a large amount of 
treasure also fell into the hands of the captors. Ge¬ 
neral Harris immediately dispatched the following com¬ 
munication in a sealed quill, by a secret messenger, to 
the Governor-General:— 

LlEUTENAKT-GiENERjrL HAERTS TO THE EARL OF 


MORXINGTON. 


“ My Lord, 

“ 1 have the pleasure to inform you that thi.s da,y, 
at one o’clock, a division of the army under my com¬ 
mand assaulted Seringapatam; and that at half-past 
two o’clock the place was completely in our possession. 
Tippoo Sultaun fell in the assault. Two of his sons, 
the Sultaun Padsha and Ma.yeu-ud Been are pvisoiiers, 
with many of the principal Sirdars. Our success has 
been complete; I will forward to your Lordship de¬ 
tails hereafter. I have the honour to be. 


“ G. Harris.” 


This dispatch was not received by Lord Moruington 
till the 11th of May, in consequence of delays occa¬ 
sioned by tlie disturbed state of the country through 
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wljicii the messenger hart '<;o pass: The intelligence 
was convejert to his Lordship in the following private 
letter from Major Bcatson 

TO THE RIGHT HOH. THE EIRE OF MORN1N6TON. 

“ Serin,^«patam, 6tli Moy, 1790. 

“ Mt Lord, 

“ It i.s with the greatest pleasure I inform, your Lord- 
ship that on Saturday the 4th instant, about half-past 
one in the afternoon, the breach was assaulted, and in 
loss than an hour our troops were in possession of the 
whole of the rampart of Seringapatam. On this most 
happy event I beg leave siucoroly to congratulate your 
Lordship particularly, as it has been attended with 
every circumstance that could have been desired to 
render it the most important event that perhaps ever 
happened. 

The death of the Sultaun, w.ho was shot tlirough 
the head and bayoneted in three parts of his body, as 
he attempted to make his escape ; the possession of the 
whole of his family, treasure, and jewels, which were 
secured from ravage and plunder by the accidental cir¬ 
cumstance of the palace not having been taken pos¬ 
session of until the fury of the storm wa.s over; and 
the families of the principal chiefs of the Sultaun’s 
army having been detained prisoners in the fort, and 
now fallen into our hands, are altogether a chain of 
such fortunate events, and so highly advantageous that 
nothing seems to bo wanting to ensure an immediate 
peace throughout the peninsula. 

“ No account has yet been taken of the troasiirc, but 
from what has been seen it must be immense : and as 
many of the apartments of the palace which arc .sealed, 






have not yet been opened, it is impossible to form any 
idea of tbe amount; nor in this instance can we be 
guided by ijiforraation ; for the Sultaun, it is said, was 
of late so suspicious that he trusted nobody, and locked 
up and sealed those apartments with his own hands.” 

“ There is also an iinmen.se quantity of grain and 
military stores of every kind.” 

“ I have said nothing of the operations of the .siege of 
which your Lord.ship shall have a minute detail in my 
journal : I will only observe that it affords me the 
highe.st satisfaction to find that the forlorn hope was 
only six minutes cros.sing the rpCky bed of the river, 
the ditch, and ascending to the top of the breach, which 
was to ino a sufficient proof that I w’as not mistaken in 
the judgment T had formed of the river and the ditch 
after reconnoiteriug them, and which I had the honour 
of communicating to your LoMship in my letter of 
the 18 ultimo. 

“ As I have nothing now to detain me here, it is iny 
intention with General H.uTis’s pennis.sion, to proceed 
to the Oamatic as soon as the communication is open, 
in order to have the honour of attending your Lord- 
ship, and receiving your commands in whatever way 
you may be pleased to employ me. 

(Signed) “ A. Bbatson.” 

Thus in the short space of tw^o months wa.s this war 
brought to a close, and the power of this formidable 
enemy broken : a kingdom yielding an annual revenue 
of more than a million sterling was trairsferred in full 
sovereignty to the East India Company and their allies, 
without injury to the inhabitants or devastation to the 
countrv. 
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Anecdote of the Tima, or JMrd of V^rosperous Kmpirc.--~Buihh{ its Nest in 
the Avenue of Banyan Trees in the Garden of Lord Morningtonls Resi- 
floncc at iriaduTus.—Baperstitious Infci'enco of the NativcKS.—Descrip¬ 
tion ot the Uma.—Flgxire of the Gma of Gold and X^earl, taken from 
Tippoo Sultaun’s Tlrrone, at Windsor Castle,—Other Trophies there. 
—General Baird superseded in SeriTigapatatn by Colonel Wellesley.-r- 
Gorrl Wellesley accused of having, on this occasion, unfairly pushed 
forward Jiis Brother.—Observations of Alison and Hook.—'fhe Ques¬ 
tion examined—Letters of Genenil Harris, Lord Wellesley, Oeneral 
Baird, and Lord Clive, 

While the Governor-General was at Madras, siiper- 
inteiiding the operations of the army of Mysore, a bird, 
called by the natives the Uma, and which bore tbe 
appearance of a small eagle or vultuie, built its nest 
in an avenue of banyan or pipal trees, in the garden 
of Mr. Petrie, in whoso house his Excellency resided, 
ft was Lord Mornington’s habit to dictate all his 
papers, cither to the secretary of the department, or 
to some of the young writers. Under the shade of 
these trees he walked before the sun’s power was 
intense, and generally at tliat hour discharged tlie 
business of the day. The natives, when the news 
of Tippoo Sultaun’s downfall reached Madras, super- 
stitiously ascribed much of the success of the war to 
the influence of the Uma, and universally believed 
that its presence was an augury of victory.* 

* The following interesting note nn th^ Uma, or Indian Eagle, was 
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The (lay after the storming of Seringapatam Colonel 
Wellesley was appointed to the command of the for¬ 
tress, and subsequently was invested with the civil 
government of Mysore. General Baird conceived that 
he was slighted by. Colonel Wellesley's appointment, 
and is said to have given expression to his feelings 
in these words—“ Before the sweat was dry on my 
In-ow, I was superseded by an inferior olEcer!” The 
biographer of Sir David Baird has dwelt with much 
emphasis apon the circumstance, insisting that the 
Governor-General had unfairly pushed forward his 
brother to the disadvantage of the hero of Seringa- 

written by the Marquess Wellesley in 1840 : The Bird of Prosperous 

Empire.-—The nncieiit Persians, as wxdi as the Rontaiif:!, presaged by the 
flight oi:' birds. Of these souie were of good omen, while others foreboded 
eTil. Amongst the former^ the most auspicious was the Uma, which is 
believed to be a species of eagle. It belonged to khigs ; and its appear- 
anee and flights, under various circurastaricos, Avere the augury for the 
settlement of the crown, or tho affairs of royalty. Some of the charac¬ 
teristics of this bird have given rise to many strange mixtures of fable 
arid facts, in some of which the loading features of the latter may still he 
plainly traced* It is a enmiverous bird; and its high soaring habit is the 
origin of the belief that it never rests upon the ground. The account of 
this bird in the standard Persian Lexicon (among other significations of 
the word under diffevent accusations) gives the following: ^ A standard, 

01 fbig, on tho top of wliich the biid is placed ; or on wdiicli the repre¬ 
sentation of it is depicted.’ Tlui tlirone of the Sultan of iMysore wtvs of 
an octangular form, the canopy being in tlic form of an umbrella; it wa.s 
surmounted by a representation of the Uma, which is uow' deposited in 
Windsor Castle; tlie figure of the bird is composed of pure plates of 
gold, clo.^^ely inlaid with precious stones, with a collar of pearl and pearl 
tit the eyes, and suspended from the beak, and the tail spread and orna¬ 
mented with pearl and precious stones; the edges of the canopy were 
fringed with the richest pearl; it A'/as supported by eight pillars, the ca¬ 
pitals of which Avere in the fonn of tlie head of a royal tiger, enriched 
Avith precious stones ; the VAdiole was covered with plates of piaro gold ; 
the octangular pavilion rested on the back of a royal tiger couchant; this 
figure also was covered A\dth plates of pure gold; and the eyes, tusks, 
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patam ; and Alison,'* a writer of the highest authoritj, 
records it as “ one of the few blots on Lord Wellesley^s 
adininistration”—-a “ blot,” it deserves to bo noted, 
which escaped the microscopic criticism of Mill. 

Justice to the living and the dead demands a. fair 
inquiry into these important transactions, which have 
been somewhat misi’epresented. 

Upon the junction of the Nizam's contingent with 
the army of Madras at Oarimtingalum, on the 18th 
of February, 179.9, the 33rd European regiment was 
added to the Nizam’s force. The son of his HighnevSs 
the Soubahdar, Meer Allum, was invested with the 
nominal (lommand of this army, and Colonel the Hon, 
Arthur Wellesley, brother to the Governor-General, 
Avas appointed second in command. ’When the po* 
culiar circumstances of this army are considered-”the 
recent disbanding of the Nizam’s French force, the 
wavering friendship of the sovereign of the Deccan, 

ai}(l claws v/ero of rock crystal ; the hcatl and paws of this figure are in 
Windsor Castle: the head is covereu with inscriptions in the Persian 
character. These splendid tropliies of Oriental royalty w'ere sent, in 
1799, by the Marquess Wellesley to the Court of Directors^ to be pre¬ 
sented to his Majesty George the Third ; the Cma was presented ac¬ 
cordingly, but the tiger’s head rewmiued in the Museuiti at the Iridift 
House, until, at the suggestion of Lord Wellesley (then I^ord-Steward of 
his Majesty’s Household), it was presented to his late Majesty William 
the Fourth ; on which occasion his Majesty was pleased to give, at St. 
Jaraes w, a great entertainment to the East India authorities, and tlie 
principal ministers of state, and others of the nobility, when these 
trophies were displayed. In the year 1840, after the fruits of the foil of 
Seringapatnrn had been enjoyed by Britain for forty years. Ids Grace the 
Earl Marshal granted the Uma as an additional crest to the arms granted 
to the Marquess Wellesley, in 1799, by George the Third, with this 
motto (taken froui Virgil, iSneid vi. 794-5)— 

‘ Super Indos pvotulit Iniperium,’ ” 

* Vide History of Europe, vol. vii. p. 132. 



tho fact that many of the mea serving in the ranks 
of thife army had served under M. Piron, who had 
been in confidential communication with the enemy 
against whom they wore about to bo marched~“it is 
evident that it was of the highest importance to place 
next the king’s son in command an officer of the 
soundest discretion, greatest caution, experience, and 
activity. Meor Allum applied to General Harris for 
the appointment of Colonel Wellesley as his colleague, 
—desirous, no doubt, of obtaining the Inendship of one 
who so completely possessed the confidence of Lord 
Mornington. General Harris complied with the re¬ 
quest, because he knew that Colonel. Wellesley was 
preeminently fitted for the arduous duties of the posh 
Prom some of the observations which liave been made 
on the alleged partiality of Lord Mornington towards 
his brother Arthur, in this matter, it would almost 
seem as if the Colonel’s talents were unknown before 
the battle of Mallavelly. But Colonel Wellesley’s con¬ 
duct in Flaudcrs had not escaped notice : in conse¬ 
quence of the ability which he displayed in the hazard¬ 
ous retreat from Flanders, in 1794, he was promoted to 
the command of a brigade of three regiments in the 
movement from the Leek to the Issel. On going out 
to India in 1796, he carried with him a Ibtter of 
introduction to Sir John Shore from the late Governor- 
General of India, Marquess Cornwallis.'* His merits 
were soon appreciated, as the following anecdote, re¬ 
lated in the Life of Lord Teignmouth, will show :— 
“On his first interview with Colonel Wellesley at 
his levee, Sir John Shore evinced his characteristic 

F(Wep. m. 
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prompt discerument of character. Turning quickly 
round to ,his aides-de-camp, a;-; the young soldier 
retired, he remarked with prophetic sagacity,^ ‘It 
Colonel Wellesley should ever have the opportunity of 
distiuguishing himself, he will do it, and greatly. 
One of those to whom these expressions were addressed 
(lid not return to England till the Duke of Wellington 
had reached the zenith of his peninsular reputation,, 
wlien he reininiled Lord Teignmouth ot the com' 
plete verification of his prediction. During the latter 
part of Sir John Shore’s administration. Colonel 
Wellesley was a frequent guest at his table. The 
peculiar characteiistic of his great mind, which the 
Goveror-General. especially remarked, and often in 
after-life adverted to with admiration and astonish- 
niout, was a union of strong .sense and boyish playful- 
ne.ss which he had never seen exemplified in any other 
iudividiial.” 

An expedition was fitted out by Sir John Slioie 
against the Spanish Islands, and the Honourable Colonel 
Wellesley was the officer ^selected for conducting the 
enterprise. But, in addition to all this, General Hams 
had witnessed Colonel Wellesley’s zeal and untiring 
energy in urging forward the military preparations at 
Madras ; no one laboured more diligently than he did 
to repair the shattered army‘of that presidency and 
to Colonel Wellesley’s personal exertions the fact is in 
a great measure owing, that, in the course of but a few 
months, in the presidency which Mr. Webhe had pro¬ 
nounced to be so utterly helpless as to be at the mercy 
of the Sultaun of Mysore, one of the most formi¬ 
dable armies ever collected in India was completely 



organised. All these drcumstances fully justitied the 
appointment made by General Harris : the result proved 
the propriety of the selection. 


But of what did General Baird complain? “It 
must af)pear extraordinary,” writes that officer, “that 
a Major-General sent out expreasly by his Majesty to 
seiTe on the sta.ff in India, should remain in command 
of three battalions, while a Lieutenant-Golonel serving 
in the same army, is placed at the head of seven, or 
rather thirteen, corps. Meet Allum’s request to have 
the brother of the Governor-General in command of 
the troops under him, is certainly a reason ; but this 
is only known to m<3 privately : while, as the order now 
stands, I am apparently degraded in the eyes of the 
army and of my friends at home.” General Baird was 
a man of ardent temperament and high .sensibility, and 
was easily wrought upon by others to take steps which 
his cooler judgment condemneil. Mr. Hook remarks, 
“ This appeal was most natural, hut it produced no 
result.” This, however, is not quite correct: General 
Harris acknowledged it in the following note, in '.vhich 
he enters into an explanation of his motives in appoint¬ 
ing Colonel Wellesley :— 

TO MiVJOE-aENERAI, BAIRD. 

“ I have received your letter of the 4th instant, 
and am sorry you should have thought it necessary 
to renew the subject of Colonel Wellesley’s appomt- 
meufc. It appears to me, after what has passed be¬ 
tween us, that you .should have treated it, as it really 
is, as a political arrangement likely to be highly be- 
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ueticial to the |niblic service, and ivot as haying any 
reference to command in the line, with which it have 
nothing to do. My persoixal regard for you induces 
me to give you thivS explanation, and makCvS me wish 
thus to relieve your mind fi-oin every idea that there 
could be any inattention to your situation, and which 
I trust will be clear wbeii you are acc^uainted that 
the contingent of the Mzam can only be commanded 
by a colone!.” * 

But tbis was not General Baird’s only grievance; 
in another expostulation to the OommancIer-in-Ghief 
of the invading army, he complains “ of Lieutenant- 
Octlonel Browne commanding a separate army, with 
the prospect ot liavung two of his Majesty’s corps 
under him.”—Well might the poet demand— 

“ Wlicnoc does it spring, that none contented lives 
With the fair lot wliioh pradent reason givers. 

Or cfnineo presents; yet ali with envy view 
Tlie Rchctnes that otlbers variously pursue?** 

Had General Harris acceded to General Baird's mis¬ 
directed desii’es and appointed him under Meer Al- 
hira, Eaird would have lost the honour of leiading the 
assault,—an honour infinitely prelex-able to a brave 
soldier than the barren distinction of commanding a 
numerous yet inactive reserve. Had the Oommander- 
in-Chief given to him the direction of the “ separate 
army” in the south of Mysore instead of to Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Bi’owne, Baird would have shared in 
neither the honours nor the prizes of Seringapatam. 

* Tlie agreement with the Nizam provided for the pay and allowances 
<>t' all ranka, of which the highest was a Colonel cnmnianding.”~J.«sA- 
ington. 



But Major-General Baird is described by tbe au- 
tborities quoted as uiihandsoinely treated in being, 
so soon after the <mault, mpersed^ by Colonel WeU 
lesley. Now, what are the facts ? let. Baird had api- 
plied, througli Colonel Beatson and by letter to the 
Comniander-in-Chief, to be temporarily relieved from 
duty in Seringapatarn. ‘2ud. The selection of Colonel 
Wellesley to succeed him in that duty was quite 
casual; as the following anecdote, which we have 
both on the authority of General Harris and of Mr, 
Lusliington, avouches. 

Upon receiving General Baird’s application to be 
ivlieved, General Harris communicated to Major Tur¬ 
ing, and asked who was the next offi,cer for duty. 
“ Colonel Roberts,” said Major Turing.—“ Then put 
him in orders to go,” replied the General. Presently 
after-wards. Major Turing looking over the order more 
attentively, said, “ No, Sir, I have made a mistake; 
Colonel Wellesley is the- next for duty, not Colonel 
Roberts.” “Thou let Colonel Wellesley be put in orders 
for relief,” said General Harrhs. 

Further, it has been hinted that the Governor- 
General, from some unworthy motive, failed to repre¬ 
sent to the Home Government the conduct of General 
Baird in its proper light: “ It so happens,” remarks 
Mr. Hook, “ that in all his Excellency’s dispatclies to 
England, after the ca,pture of Seringapatam, the name 
of Cmeral Baird does not once appear i a fact ren¬ 
dered more striking, because General Harris has ob¬ 
served a similar silence in all dispatches which .he 
addressed to the Governor-Generaland, again, in 
reference to an intimation made by Lord Wellesley 



to Geaeral Baird of ids mtontion to rdconimend him'i 
for tliti Order of tire Bath, “ nor evfen,” ■'A'e aro told, 
“ did he ever get so far into the history or mystery of 
the affair as to ascertain whether his Lordship actually 
ever r/zrf make the application in his favour to the British 
Government.” Let the reader now turn to the 61.9th 
page of the publislied dispatches of Lord Wellesley, 
In a letter from the Governor-General to the Eight 
Honourable Henry Dundas, mitten in June, 1799, 
the followiuing passage occurs 

“ It is impossible to bestow too much commen¬ 
dation on the conduct of Major-General Baird in the 
assault of Seringapatam. A more j udicious operation, 
conducted with more heroic gallantry and. spirit, never 
was achieved ; and wlten you recollect the deei.sive 
con,sequences of the success of that day, effecting 
within the course of two hours the entire destruction 
of our most formidable enemy in India,, I am per¬ 
suaded that you will concur with me in an anxious 
solicitude to see the gallant leader of the assailants 
of Tippoo Sultaun's capital rewarded in. a manner 
suitable to his exertions' and their beneficial effect.'’ 

The Governor-General then mentions that ho had 
ascertained that General Baird's circumstances were 
not affluent, recounts in touching language Baird’s 
cruel imprisonment in the fortress he had stormed, 
and recommends him strongly to the liberality of the 
East India Company! “ I should «&o,” adds his Lord- 
ship, “ hope that his extraor<linuvy merits on the 4th 
of May would induce his Majesty to consider him a 
proper object for the Order of the Bath!” 

The following private letter, not hitherto published, 
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will show that the. Gov'ernor-Geneval entertamed a 
most friendly feeling towards General Baird : 


TO MAJOR QEHERAL BAIRP. 
(Private.) 


Fort William, 5th, 1800, 


“ Dear Sir, 

“I have been prevented by illness from returning 
an earlier acknowledgment of your letter of the ; 
You may be assured of my sincere and grateful good 
wishes, and of my inclination to avail myself, at all 
times, of your services in the manner the most advan¬ 
tageous to yourself and to the public. At present no 
opportunity offers of calling upon you with a view to 
either of these considerations. If any occasion should 
occur, you may relj'’ on ray attention to your wishes. 
I have received letters from England of the month of 
March, and .1 am in hourly expectation of a dispatch of 
a later date ; no prospect of peace, bat all appearances 
are favourable at home. Believe me, dear Sir, with real 
respect and esteem, your faithful servant, 


(Signed) 


Wellesley.” 


Under the influence, however, of excited feelings and 
evident misapprehension, General Baird addressed two 
intemperate letters to the Oommander-in-Ghief in My¬ 
sore, protesting against the appointment of Colonel 
Arthur Wellesley as Governor of Seringapatain. It is 
much to be regretted that these have been puldished ;* 
having been judiciously withdrawn at the time by 
General Baird, and never having been reported either 


Vide Appendix. 





tf> the Governor-General, or the Duke of York, then a,t 
the head of the array. Since this discussion has been 
opened, it is necessary to say that General Baird was a 
better soldier than a diplomatist. He'was employed in 
exactly the service that suited his abilities. His iuter- 
fei'ence in the politics of Tanjore bad not been for¬ 
tunate ; as we have seen, it ha,d called forth the censure 
of the Governor in council of Madras. On the other 
hand^ the cool sagacity and diplomatic talents of “ Wel¬ 
lington” (that was to be) were exactly calculated to 
tranquillize a country shaken by so great a revolution. 

He (Colonel Wellesley), was permanently appointed 
by me,” says General Harris, ‘^ from my thinking him 
more equal to the particular hind of duty than any othen’ 
officer in the army!’ 

Lord Momington, in a letter dated July 7th, com¬ 
menting upon tliis communication remarks: ‘'‘With 
respect to the language which you say people have held 
of my brother’vS appointment to Seriugapatain, you know 
that I never recommended my brother to you, and of 
course never suggested how or where he should be 
employed; and, I believe, you know also that you 
would, not have pleased me by placing him in any situa¬ 
tion in which his appointment could be injurious to the 
public service. My opinion, or rather knowledge and 
experience, of his discretion, judgment, temper and in¬ 
tegrity are such,, that if you had not placed him in 
Seringapatam, I would have done so of my own autho¬ 
rity, 5(?oa«Si!5 I think him, in every respect, the most 
p7'oper for the service.” The principle on which Lord 
Wellesley acted all through his administration towards 
his illustrious brother is expressed in the following 
paragraph:— 
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'■ “ Onjat jealousy will arise among the officers in con¬ 
sequence of iny employing you ; but, I eiriploy you be¬ 
cause I rely on your good sease, discretion, activity, 
and spirit; and I cannot find all those qiialities united 
in any other officer in India who could take such a 
command.”— Z/ord "Wellesley to Coloml A. Wellesley., 
Isl of Dec&iifiher, 1800, respecting the Isle of Prance 
Expedition^ 

The foUowing note f bears testimony to the success 
which attended Colonel Wellesley's administration of 
afi'airs in Mysore 

MAKQITESS WEIiLEStET TO COL, THE HOJf. A. WELLESLEY. 


.Foi t William, 6th Juno, 1600. 

“ Me »eab Aktiujr, 

“Lord Clive has pressed for your continuance in 
Mysoi'e with an earnestness so honourable to you, that 
I think you cannot accept the command of the forces 
destined for Batavia; indeed, I suspect that you could 
not quit Mysore at present. Your conduct there has 
secured your chameter and advancement for the re¬ 
mainder of your life, and you may trust me for making 
the best use of your merits in your future promotion, 
dear Arthur, yours most affectionately, 

“ Wellesley” 


The annexed letter to which allusion is made in the 
foregoing note, has not hitherto been printed : it 
affords additional proof (if proof were needed) of the 


Vide voh II. chap. iii. p. 20, ha. 
t Vide WelJing-ton Dispatches. 
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high character which the great Diihe had achieved at 


that early period in India 


lORD CHYE TO MARQUESS WELLESLEY. 

(Private.) 

Fort St, George, 20th Mayj 1600, 

“ My LEAR Lord, 

“ I have been honoured with your letter of the 
13th. instant, and am truly concerned to learn yon have 
been so Seriously indisposed with boils; for althongh 
they are deemed to be the prognostics of future health, 
I know them to he a most painful means of actiuiring 
that advantage. 

“ Immediately upon receiving your commands, and 
after communicating with ii^ice-Admiral Eaiuier, who 
has informed me that the detachment of his Majesty’s 
ships destined by him for the Easferii expedition, will 
be in readiness to put to sea in three weeks at the fur¬ 
thest from Tuesday next, the 27th instant, I wTote'to 
Colonel Wellesley, apprising him of this circumstance, 
and tendering to him, according to your Lordship’s 
wish, the option of the command of the military force 
preparing to embark with tlie Vice-Admiral. 

; “ Having in my official dispatch of the 24th instant, 
so strongly expressed ray opinion of the absolute 
detriment which must result to the affairs of Mysore 
from even the temporary absence of Colonel Wellesley, 
your Lordship will not be surprised that in my coin- 
nmnication with him. I have not only recommended, 
but rev[ucsted in. the strongest terras, that he will con¬ 
tinue in. his present situation,, in which it would be 
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not only difficult but impossible to replace him to my 
satisfection. 

“Although T entirely agree with your Lordship 
that Colonel Wellesley is the fittest person to coin- 
mand the lanci forces on the proposed expedition, and 
though your Lordship’s xeal induces you to suggest his 
being employed wherever his talents may be useful to 
tbe public, yet as I am decidedly of opinion,, upon public 
grounds, that Colonel Wellesley’s services are beyond 
all comparison of greater importance in Mysore than 
they can be to the eastward ; and as from his honour ¬ 
able and judicious conduct, as well as from that of 
Colonel Close in their respective spheres, we are now 
deriving more advantages beyond the calculation of all 
those who (lid not intimately know the two characters, 
—I cannot: help) mingling a sentiment of pwivate feeling 
with public views, and deprecating the exposure, with¬ 
out absolute necessity, of a life so valuable to us all, and 
so justly dear to your Lordship, to the baneful climate 
of Batavia. I am always, my dear Lord, most faithfully 
yours, OuvE.” 

‘‘The Eai'I of .Momington,” 

This digression has caused us to lose sight of the 
events Avhich followed the fall of Seringapatara. The 
consideration of these circumstances must, therefore, he 
deferred to the next chapter. 


WHtST/fy 


LIFE AND COREfiSPONDENCE OF 


CHAPTER XVL 

Division of Mysore.—Political Arrangements.—Importance of the Con¬ 
quered Territory to Groat Eiitain.—The News received in Englant* 
with universal Satiefactioii and Delight.-—The Thanks of both Houses 
of Parliament and of the East India Company voted to Lord Morning- 
to.q Lord Clive, and Mr. Duncan, and to General Harris, (See., and the 
Army,—Buonaparte quits Figypt.—Series of Private Letten^, written 
from Fort William by Sir Ahmed Clarke to Lord Mornington at 
Madras,—Letters of liord Mornington to Sir Alured Clarke and Hon. 
F. North (afterwards Earl Gi'ilford).—Note respecting Mr, North, 

Lord Morninoton's arrangements in reconstructing 
i the kingdom of Mysore, and partitioning the conquered 
provinces, it is universally admitted, exhibited the ut¬ 
most address and the soundest judgment. The wife of 
the Hindoo sovereign of Mysore, who had been thrust 
from his throne by Hyder Ally’s usurpation, was alive ; 
for it had been Hyder’s policy not to assume the style 
of a monarch, though he exercised with undisputed 
authority the sovereign power ; and it was his custom 
annuixlly to exhibit to the people some member of the 
ancient royal family. The surviving representsitive of 
the royal line of Mysore was found to be a boy five 
years old ; and Lord Mornington resolved to invesf. 
him, under certain limitations, with the Lajahship, or 
kingly authority. By the partition treaty, the king¬ 
dom of Mysore was reduced to the extent, and nearly 
to the exact condition, in which it was before Hyder 
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Ali commenced his career of aggression on surrounding 
states. On the principle of indemnification lor the 
expense of past operations, and as a security against 
aggression from the sea, it was deterraiuei that the 
Engli.sh should assume the sovereignty of, and perma¬ 
nently occupy, the territory possessed by the Sultaun 
on the coast of Malabar; together witli the foriress, 
city, and island of Seringapatam and other valuable 
and important districts. Au equal portion of territory 
was assigned to the Nizam, as a reward tor bis fidelity, 
A portion of the territory was also allotted to the 
Mahrattas. According to the partition treaty, the new 
Bajah of Mysore was to maintain a British force, and 
annually pay for its support seven lacs of pagodas, and 
to place himself, in political aflairs, unden the direc¬ 
tion of the English Government. Lord Mornington by 
these measures added to the annual revenues of the 
Company in the peninsula of India a sum of not less 
than twelve lacs of pagodas, and secured the advan¬ 
tage of strengthening the British frontier, by establish¬ 
ing a continuity of territory from sea to sea— from 
the coast of Coromandel to that of Malabar. 

The news of the fall of Seringapatam and its Sul- 
taun was received in every part of the British empire 
with unbounded delight and exultation. Addresses 
from the presidencies of Bengal, Bombay, and Madras 
were pre.sented to the Governor-General. The thanks 
of both Houses of Parliament were unanimously voted 
to Lord Morningtou, Lord Clive, Mr. Duncan, and the 
army engaged in the war; and the East India Com¬ 
pany passed resolutions expressive of their admiration 
of the important services rendered to them by their 
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servants in the East; while his Majesty testified his 
approbation of the Earl of Mornington’s coiidnot l>y 
raising liim to the dignity of Marquess in the peerage 
of Ireland, and granting him an honourable augmen¬ 
tation to his family’- arms. The effect of the intelli¬ 
gence upon Buonaparte in Egypt, can easily be 
imagined. Seringapatam was stormed on the 4th 
of May; Napoleon quitted Egypt on the 23rd of 
August. 

The following private letters were written after the 
intelligence rea<died Calcutta : they will contribute to 
throw a light upon the posture of allairs in India at 
that crisis, and convey an idea of the innumerable sub¬ 
jects w'hich pressed upon the attention of the Governor- 
General at this period. 


sni At.UUED CLARKE TO THE EARL MOENISGTOS. 

(Privtite.) 

Fort Williamj May 2(>th, 17D0. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ On the 17th I, with heart-felt satisfaction, wrote 
you a congratulatory letter on the glorious and most 
important news from Seringapatam :* and on the 23rd, 
I, with equal concern, acquainted your Lordship of 
the death of our valuable and ever-to-be-lamented 
friend Cooke, whose remains were attended to the 
grave by a very numerous and respectable part of 
this community on the evening of that day. Tlio 

* The Comtiiftiider-in-Cliief, ivTiting to Lord Mornitigton, May J7th, 
1799, remarks, 1 roTnember your observation of humbling Tippoo be¬ 
fore the anniversary of your entering upon tiie duties of this government, 
vvbicli took place prvci^ch/ this twelve months,^^ 



ve*ssel you dwipatchod express with the happy tidiogs 
from Harria got on shore in some place in the iiorthern 
0ircar,9, and is not yet arrived ; and the land express 
reached us only yesterday; so that we should have 
been deprived of some days’ happiness had not Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Kirkpatrick’s letter to Scott, and the 
ga,z;ette extiuordinary that yon published on the 11 th, 
come in another vessel that fortunately iiad a (juick 
passage, and enabled us to publish oxir signal success 
to the world iminediately, which was done, and ex¬ 
presses sent to every part of the country. Mr. Barlow 
has this day received a letter from Mr. Lumsden, sig- 
nifjing his readiness to comply with your wishes, and 
enclosing a formal resignation of his office, which he 
says he shall he prepared to deliter over to lus suc¬ 
cessor on hia arrival at Lucknow, whither Colonel 
Scott will proceed as soon as possible. The inco)i- 
v(!nieiice and difficulties, both public and personal, 
that I shall be subjected to from this arrangement, 
your Lordship has foreseen, and I have mentioned in 
a former letter ; it therefore only remains for me to get 
over them as well as I can ; axid with this view, 
aft< r considering the nratter in every possible shape, 

I have directed a letter to he written to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Black of the cavalry, intimating my intention to 
recommend him to be Adjutant-General of the army, 
if he is disposed to undertako the duties of that 
office. My earnest wish is, to have a post of so much 
importance to the military establishment of tills pre- 
.sidency at laigo filled by the fittest man that can be 
found, and no other consideration has operated in my 
intended nomination of Colonel Black, with whom I 
vot. I. 


T 





have vfsry little personal acciuaintance ; but as he is a 
man of respectable char>icter, who stands high in rank, 
and lias established the reputation of possessing much 
zeal and professional ability, and has, in addition, the 
general good opinion of the anny, I trust he may 
fulfil the expectation I have fonncd from the com¬ 
bination of those favourable qualities, and prove a 
useful public officer to the Company. My recom¬ 
mendation of him in preference to the present Deputj 
Adjutant-Coneral, Major Darby, does not proceed from 
any want of good opinion of this officer, who 1 also 
named to the office he holds, and I have had much 
reason to be satisfied with his conduct in it; but as 
tlie period since his appointment has been too short 
to admit of his having procured much more knowledge 
of the detail of the department than Colonel Black * 
may immediately possess, and other circumstances 
were favourable to the latter, I have thought it in¬ 
cumbent on me to select him, and if he should under¬ 
take the charge, and transact the business of the de¬ 
partment, which is heavy and important, in nearly as 
satisfactory a manner to Government and myself as 
his predecessor has done, T shall he quite happy in the 
choice I have made, which, I must repeat to your 
Lordship, has bean solely influenced by a sense of 
public duty. I have the honour to be, with great 
respect and esteem, your Lordship’s most obedient 
and most faithful humble servant, 

“ Alured ClAI'KB.” 

* This lueritorion!) officer did not long live to enjoy the honours con¬ 
ferred on him. His premature death is alluded to in a letter bom 
the Qovoruor-GeneriJ to Sir Alured Clarlte, in the August following.— 
Vide page 329. 
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SIR ALURED CLARKE TO THE ExlRL OR MORNmOTOUf, 
(1‘rivate.) 

.Port Winiom, June 6th, 1709. 

“ivly HEAR. Lori), 

“ I did myself the honour of writing.to you on tho 
28th ult., since which I have been in anxious expecta¬ 
tion of receiving further accounts of the array and our 
affairs in general at Seriiigapatam ; for it is impossible 
not to take a deep interest in the prosperity of the 
latter ; and the various rumours of losses sustained by 
the former in the course of the siege has caused so 
much individual uneasiness here as makes an authenti¬ 
cated detail particularly desirable, and I hope it will 
soon arrive. In the pleasing expectation that your 
return to Calcutta would long ere now have afforded 
the opportunity of a personal communication, I de¬ 
ferred troubling you with a public letter respecting 
the alteration in the establishments in the King’s regi¬ 
ments till the last moment; but, as it is now quite 
necessary that the army should be apprised of it, and 
I fear the period of your coming is more distant than 
I wish, I have thought it my duty to announce the 
alteration in the usual manner, in the general order to 
the King’s troops, and to addreSs your Lordship in 
council upon the subject by this opportunity. 1 have 
received a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Black, who, 
mth much gratitude and becoming diffidence, is dis¬ 
posed to undertake the duties of Adjutant-General. 
He is now on his way from Oawnpore, and Colonel Scott 
will leave tliis for Lucknow, as soon after his arrival 
as possible. Barlow v/ill have informed you that 

y 2 
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his appointment to succeed Mr. I.uinsdon, and Mr. 
Harrington's to the Revtinue-Board^ have been pub¬ 
lished; but they both act in their former offices till 
their successors shall arrive. The heat of the weather 
has been insupportable with ns, and I understand still 
more so with you ; I am therefore not surprised that 
you. should complain, and reflect with much pleasure 
on your prudent determination to give up the idea 
of going to Seringapatam at present, as 1 am persuaded 
the intense heat and manner of travellling would not 
only have deprived you of everj'^ exertion at the end of 
your journey, but probably have given your constitu¬ 
tion such a severe shock, also, as you might not have 
recovered the effects of whilst in India, *1 have the 
honour to be, my dear Lord, your Lordship's most obe¬ 
dient, and most faithful, humble servant.^ 

‘‘Aluked Clabke/' 


SIR ALURED CLARICE TO THE EARL OF AlOR^flNG^llON. 

(Private.) 

“ Fort VVilliani, 20th June, 1790. 

“M'S REAR Lord, 

“ Major-General Floyd, after tlie mo.st dose attend¬ 
ance on, and faitlvful discharge of, liis nailitarj duties 
in India, for more than seventeen years, has solicited 
my permission to return to England by one of the 
earliest conveyances he can procure, on account of his 
private affairs, which, he says, require his immediate 
presence there ; and, much as I regret the loss of so 
valuable an officer, his request, under existing circum¬ 
stances, appears too reasonahlc to admit of my with- 




misT^^ 



holdiug iny coiiKent: I shtiJI th(jteforo give it, sotialied 
from my knowledge of Geneml I'loyd’a disposition, 
that if any particuhir seiwice .occurs, with which J, am 
at present unacquainted, to make his remaining a little 
longer necessary, he will do so witli pleasure, on your 
Lordship’s mentioning it to him. I have the honour 
to bo, with true resi)ect and esteem, iny dear Lord, 
your nu>.sfc obedient and most faithful, humble servant. 

“AlURED: O'CAKKE.” 


SIR ALUBED CLARKE TO THE EARL OF MOBiNraaTOH. 

(Private.) 

“ Forr. Wlliaxti, July 1.9th, 1799. 

“ Mt dear Lord, 

“ The only part of the communication you ho¬ 
noured me with on the 4th inst. that reached me yes- 
t’ereiav, which did not quite accord with ray wishes, wa,'* 
the little rhjpe it gave of our .seeing you Imn? before 
the end of the month; whereas, i had flattered myself 
that your business in the Oarnatio, after placing the 
young Rajah of Mysore on the musnud of his ances¬ 
tors, would hac'e been brought to such maturity as 
might admit of your returuing to Bengal while the 
season is so favourable for the voyage, and carrying on 
the rest of your negotiation from hence. 

“Several letters and papers which Captain Kirkpa¬ 
trick had forwarded from Hyderabad gave u.s suffic,ient 
intimation of the discontent of that Durbar, whicli 1 
w'as very sorry for, as I thought it would give you 
uneasiness, and saw it was an evil that could only be 
remedied by making a sacrifice of gold and jewek at 






t}i6 sliriuo of Mammou, which must be attended with 
some inconvenience and considerable expense: I dm, 
however, glad to hud yon have deterniiju^d on that, as 
ill-temper always generates mischief, 4nd should be 
deprecated by all proper means under present circum- 
stauoes with the parties in question. They—I mean 
prince, ministers, and all—are the mast pmriU beings 
on earth, and nothing short of the two articles you so 
justly style ‘the food of native statesmen,’ could be 
elFectual to allay their childish i)ropensities, and gratify 
their inordinate avarice. 

" By this conveyance your Lordship will receive a pub¬ 
lic letter, with enclosures from mo respecting the Swiss 
regiment of Menron ; the liberality of our country, 
doubtless much aided by the peculiar situation of the 
courts, has granted very favourable terms indeed to the 
propn'etary Colonel and liis corps. 

“ From what I have heard of Seriiigapatain,* it. 'hues 
not seim. Tjrobablc that your brother an'lOdlonel Kirk¬ 
patrick will have much reTuctance in quitting it. 1 
shall therefore expect to hear of their having rejoined 
you at Madras very soon, and I hope in perfect health. 
I am, dear Lord, kc., “ Altok'd CiuIrke.” 

• “It is also saidthftt Scringapafaniis unwholesome, and that art can- 
not remedy tlie defect. I apprehend, however, that Seringapatam is not 
more unwholesome than Bangalore. Since the bnildings have been im¬ 
proved, the health of the troops has improved .by General 
Wellesky. 
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SIR At-riiEll CI.AR1CE TO THE EARi OE WOENIKGTON. 

(Private,) 

'■ Port A^niliam, July lOtli, IVOR. 

“ My DEAR Lord, 

“ Since I had tlie honour of writing to you on 
the 3rd instant, we have been much alarmed for the 
safety of poor Sir John Anstruther,* who Messra. Laird 
and Hare thought at death’s door for some time ; but 
they both pronounced him out of danger two days 
ago, and I am now happy to tell you he is in the 
fairest way of recovery. 

“ Mr. Miller, the mint-master, died suddenly on 
Sunday, which made it necessary to place another 
person directly in the office; and I have given the 
temporary appointment to Mr. Muir as the fittest per¬ 
son we could immediately employ in that trust, which 
he' undertook with cheerfulness as a public duty, but 
not without privately expressing his hope that this 
circumstance might not operate disadvautageously to 
his interest by excluding him from the benefit of any 
permanent arrangement which your kind disposition 
might have induced you to make more favourable to him. 

It seems quite certain that the Vizier was at Jeyne- 
ghur, but I am much in doubt whether that fiajah or 
Ainbagee will take the necessary steps for placing him. 
in our hands. 

“ I am anxious to liear that all is settled to your 
Lordship’s satisfaction in Mysore, and with our allies. 

“ And I remain, my dear Lord, &c. 

“ AwruED Clarke.” 

* The Quef Justice of Bengal, a sound lawyer, and a learned and up 
right judge. 
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SIE AtFKEl) CLAEICE TO THE EAEIi OF MOfllilKOTON. 

(Private.) 

Fort Wiiliara, Atigusf; 7th^.l799. 

“ Mt beak Loej>, 

“ It is with sincere concern that I inform you of 
the death of Major-General St. Leger. All the circum- 
.stancos attending this melancholy event that have yet 
come to ray knowledge, are related in a letter from 
Major of Brigade Bradshaw, and of which I send you a 
copy.* [ do not know if you were much acquainted 
with him; but I am sure you will agree with me in 
lamenting the untimely fa.te of an officer who seemed 
to be equally able and well disposed to be useful to his 
country. 

“ I shall hope to see you here soon and in good 
health, being with true respect and esteem, 

“ My dear Lord, &c. 

" Aeurei) Clarke.” 


GAEL OF JIOBNWGTON TO SIE ALUEFId CLAEKE, &C. 
(Private.) 

(Original by Express. Duplicate by the Willmm Pitt.) 

Fort George, 16th August;, 1799. 

“ M y bear Sir, 

“ I am indebted to you for several very kind pri¬ 
vate letters, and I must tnist to the same kindness 
which dictated them to excuse me for the long delay of 
my answer. You will not be surprised at my silence 

* General St. Leger died at Dinapaor, after one day’s illness : he was 
v\oll and on horseback riie ilay previously to his death. 



'when I inform yon that I iiavo been employed in dis¬ 
patching to Europe a detailed review of the late settle¬ 
ment of Mysore, together with the two treaties and all 
the important subjects connected with the war and tlie 
pacification; and so intricate and various are the con- 
sideratioirs .involved in these questions, that I have 
four: d myself compelled to make the painful sacrifice 
of separating iny brother'’^ from me, and of sending 
him to Europe as the person next to myself most com¬ 
pletely informed upon all the topics ■which relate to tiie 
late events. Ho embarked on board the ship Conir 
Wallis yesterday evening, and sailed in company with 
the Thetis,} Worcester, and Walpole, under convoy of 
the Sceptre this morning. lie will return from 
Europe as speedily as possible, but I cannot hope: to 
have tire happiness of seeing him again (even under 
the most favourable circumstances) in less than ten 
months. 

“ I was extremely sorry to hear of the unfortunate 
death of Lieutenant-Colonel Black, whose appointment 
reflected so much honour on your judgment. 

“It was a groat satisfaction to rne to learn that 
Shums-oo-Doulah’s machinations had produced so lit¬ 
tle mischief. On my return to Bengal I shall hope 
to be able to enter into a Ml investigation of this 
matter. I trust that the 10th regiment will liave 
aiTived at Calcutta before this letter can reach you. 

“ With regard to the marine battalion and the 
volunteers, it is not yet possible for me to fix the 
period for their return to Bengal. Although Wy.soro 
in general is in a state of perfect ti'anquillity, some 

♦ H. Wellesley. 
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disturbances broke out in Bednore, whicti I'equired the 
presence of tlie army ; they are now, I trust, effectually 
quelled, and I expect General Harris at the pre¬ 
sidency in a few days, when 1 hope I slndl he enabled 
to form some idea of the future distrilmtion of our 
force. If the negotiation depending at Poonah should 
ternninate favourably, we shall immediately require 
troops to compose this new subsidiary force. This 
circumstance again may delay the return of the vo¬ 
lunteers. 

'' "With regard to Ceylon, the departure of the 10th 
for Bengal will, I fear, render it impracticable to 
part with the 51st until some part of the European 
troops shall return into the Carnatic from Mysore. 

“ I am concerned to inform you that very few of 
Tippoo’.s horse.s have proved serviceable, not more 
than are ab,soIutely requisite for the remount of the 
cavalry here. 

“ I return you many thanks for your letter respect¬ 
ing the alteration in the establishments of the King’s 
regiments. 

“ I entirely concur in the motives which induced 
you to accede to General Floyd’s application for leave 
to return to Europe. 

“ Your letter of the 3rd of July, enclosing the 
address* from Major-General Stuart and the officers 

TO THK RIGHT HON. UlCHAllD F.ARL OF MORNTNCTON, K. P., ETC. 

My Lord, 

We, the officers of the Fiitty Qlnir station, heg leave to approach 
your Lurclship with our sincere congratulations on t)ie brilliant success 
achieved by our brother officers and soldiers in Mysore, acting under the 
eingulorgood fortune of your Lordship’s ’trisdom and decisive energy. 

“ While thus publicly testifying our gratitude and respect to your 
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at Futty-GUur, afiords me gi'eat pleasure. .1 should 
have been extremely sorry if you had permitted any 
feeling of delicacy towards me to interfere with an 
important point of military discipline. I should look 
even upon the conquest of Mysore as a calamity if 
it were made the inatmraent of sanctioning any irre¬ 
gularity in the array; and I think a better occasion 
could not have been selected than that which you 
have so judiciously chosen, for discountenancing the 
practice of military addresses. With these sentiinents, 
I wish it to be understood that I highly applaud the 
luotives which dictated the address in question, and 

Lordship, and our admiration of th«^ conduct and gallantry wliich so ahly 
followed up and ultimately crowned your Lordship’s plans with succes-s 
unparallelcdly splendid ; though unenvions of the lustre of others’ merits 
eo nobly displayed, we cannot lielp regretting that fortune has not plijced 
us in a situatiem to pay our tribute of filial gratitude to our country by a 
willing and faithful exertion of our endeavours to contribute to lier 
matchless glory, under the auspices of the same distinguished protection. 

W’^e liave tlio hou6nr to .remain, with mo.st perfect respect and attach*- 
ruent, your Lordship’s most faithfully devoted humble servants, 

“James Dickson, Liout.-Col, Gf.o. llussEi.r., Lieut.-Col. 

“ llouEuT Fium, Lieut~CoL J. Co/.t.ins, Lieut.-Col. 

“ K. Stuaiit, Major-Gen. B. Cotts, Deputy^Conjmanding,' 

“ C. Wake, Major-Gen. &c. &c. &;o.” 


FROM THK COMMANDER-IN-OniF.F TO MAJOR-OKNKHAL R. STUART. 


“ Sir, 


“ Calcutta, 25th June, 1.799. 


“ I have been honoured with your letter of t'ne 12th inst., covering 
a congratulatory address from near eighty officers of the Futty Ghur sta¬ 
tion, under your immediate command, to the Goveinor-General, cn the 
late glorious success of the British arms at Seringnpatain, which you nv 
quest may l>e forwarded to him, and it is not without great regret that 1 
find myself restrained from complying with your wish. But much as T 
must, in common with yourselves and every other well-wisher of our 
country, feel and approve the sentiments it contains, I see so much objec¬ 
tion, in a military point of view, to associating large numbers of officers 
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r was particularlj graliified by tlie expressions 
which it contains of personal esteem for rue. 

■ “ I cannot express to you the anxiety and alarm 

, which I felt for Sir John Anstruther. during his ill¬ 

ness. He would have been a great public loss, and 
I should have lamented in hiirr a very valuable and 

. affectionate friend. 

‘•I entirely approve your appointment of Mr. Muir, 
and I shall not fail to attend to the considerations 
by which it was accompanied. 

“ Mr. Edminstone’s letters to Mr. Barlow will have 
communicated to you my ideas respecting the Ilajah 
Te}Taagur. 

■ “ You will observe from the late letters of the 
Resident that the temper of the Court of Hyderabad 
is much improved, even without the application of the 
reme<ly which occurred to me. 

“ I have desired General Harris to cany into exe- 

logetlier for the purpose of drawing- up and signing papers on almost any 

j siibjoctj that I cannot help thinking it my duty, as Commanilor-in-Chiefi 

instenii of hocoming the chamiol for conveyance of such, wlujre no 
vious consent has been n$V.ed or obtained, to discouuteniuioe it f and . in 
the present instance, under the existing arrangement of the army In th^', 
field, there is a material additional obstacle to niy interference, from the 
want of the usual form of its passing to me througb the liands of Major- 
General >Sir James Oraig, who coimnands all the troops in Oude. I 
tidevefore return the letter as you sent it, nnd in doing so 1 nmst beg 
leave to add, that the public .reasons assigned are those alone wldcli have 
actuated my conduct upon tliis occasion, ns I have every reason to believe 
that nothing was intended Imt what was thought perfectly right and pro¬ 
per on your parts ; and I feel a degree of repugnance at being compelled, 
by considerations of duty, to obstruct that in its passage to .Lord Morn- 
irigton wlueh could not, abstractedly eonsklorcd, but have been grat.i.fying 
to him. I have the honour to be, witli great regard, Sir, your most 
obedient humbki servant, 

(Signed) A t.ir,HHD {/LAHJa^.,^ 





cutirm, as speedily as possible, the capitulation for 
I)e Meuron’s regiment. Believe tne, my dear Sir, &c. 


“ MoENlN&TOJf.” 


THE EAKH OK VIORSIiVOTON TO THE BOS'. T. JfOETH, &C. 

(Private.) 

“ Fort William, January 20th, 1800. 

“ Mt DEAR UfORTH, 

“When you are apprised that since my arrival 
here I have framed the entire foundation of a code of 
Lord Clive's sulyects and, indeed, of an entirely new 
constitution for his government, and that I have also 
immersed myself up to the neck in a (Question of radi¬ 
cal reform for Cude, you will excuse my long silence ; 
and you will farther pardon mo if I now merely a?s\ire 
you that I most cordially a.pprove all your proceed¬ 
ings, and will strenuously support you and them, 
thougli I expect no opposition, particularly from Fort 
St. George, where I really believe Lord Olive’s admin¬ 
istration to be most able and honest. I must reserve 
the question of General M’Dowall’s allowance, with 
all others, for a few days ; only premising that I have 
the highest opinion of General M’Dowail, and that I 
entertain the most just sense of his late conduct in 
Ceylon. Your engineer and artillerymen shall be 
sent to you soon, but I do not know whether we can 
give you liim whom you name. The alamC^ of the 

The following letter explains the rumour here referred to 

TO HIS EXCELLF.NGY THE HON. FRilOlORICK NORTH. 

J’ort William, Oct. 26, 1769. 

“ Sir, ^ 

« I have the honour to enclose, for your Excellency's inf.innation 
the copy oF the* report made by the commander of on Amoricau ship 'ust 



OF 

I to manifest 

your activity as well as the security of the island, and 
you may rely ou receiving a public testimony of my 
applause on that subject. 

“ The news of our Easter triumphs reached England 
on the 13th of September. The sensation far exceeded 
my expectation ; it was universal and high to a degree 
of exultation : all is glorioii.s in Europe ; and if wo live 
two or three years, we shall see Great Britain arhitre.ss 
of the world. Ever yours most affectionately, 

(Signed) “ MoENixG'roif.'’ 

** To the Hon. Frederick North,* 

Governor of Ceylon.*’ 


aiTii f}(l nt this port, relative to a large fleet which he fell in with on the 
^th nf July last, in ktifcade 5® 2S' north, and 16" west of London, 

“ I judge it proper to annex to this report the copy of nn aiiiclo of 
nows which appears in the I^rankfort Journal of the 22nd June hut. 

Having personally examined the American cornTnundor, I have 
every reason to rely on the fidelity of his communication. J liave the 
honour to be, &c. JVIorninoton.” 

The above letter w^as forwarded, on the 27th of Oetoher, to Mr. 
Uht.lioff, to the Cornmissioners in Malabar, to the Commanding Officer in 
Mysore, ancl to the Commanding Officer in Malftbai*. ” 

^ Mr, North, afterwards Earl of Guilford, was the third son of the 
celebrated Lord North, the minister so familiar to the readers of Junim, 
Hfiw^as born iu 1764, and was, at an early age, one of the ehainberlaijm 
in the Tally Court of the Exchequer. After tlie capture of Ceylon from 
the Diitcli, Mr. Noidh was appointed Governor, greatly to the satisfaction 
of Lord Mornington, by whom he was highly esteemed. In 1829, te. 
NOrtii, then Earl Guilford, died without leaving issue, and was suc- 
cr>edod by the Rev. Fiancis Nortlj, whose father had been Bishop pf 
Winchester, The Hon. Frederick North is frequently referred to in the 
course of Lord W ellesley'.s private letters and official conimuracations. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


The State Sword of Ti^'poo Sultaun presented to General Baird.'^'The 
Army forward for Presentation to Lord Alornlngton a Star and Badge 
of tile Order of Bt. Patrick, composed of Tippoo's Jewels. —Lord 
Morningtott, declinos to accept thorn,—Private Letter of Bon. Henry 
Wellesley (Lord Cowley) to Mr. Canning,, respecting these Jewels,— 
They are presented to Lord Wellesley hy the East India Company.— 
Lord Wellesley declines to accept One Hundred Thousand Pounds 
from the Booty offered to him hy his Ma,{esty*s Oovermnent and the 
Court of Directoi's.—Di/ision of the Spoil of Scringapatain,—Unfair 
Distribution,—Conduct of General, afterwards Lvud Harris, open to 
CGnsuve.--**Letter of Lord Castlcrcngh to Lord WellcMey.—Statement 
of th^. East India Company as to the 0vox'Payment.-^ VVritten Opi¬ 
nion of the Attorney-General (Mr. Spencer Perceval), the Solicitor- 
General (SirT. Manners Sutton), and Mr. Wni. Adam, on this Question. 
---Opinimi of the King's Advocate (J. Nidi(dl}.—Memorandum on the 
Amount of Booty in Scringapatam.—Memorandum on the French 
Corps in the Deccan, 

At the suggestion of Colonel Wellesleyi: and by the 
directions of the Prize Committee, the state sword of 
Tippoo Sultaun, which had been found in his bed¬ 
chamber, was prosentod to General Baird in the name 
of the army, as a testimonial of their high admiration 
of his courage and conduct in the assault.. 

The army also expressed their desire to present to 
the Governor-General a star and badge of the order ot 
St, Patrick, composed of Tippoo^s jewels f''" but Lord 
Wellesley, from motives of delicacy, declined to accept 

• The star and hadge had heen prepared, and was forwarded hy the 
Prize Committee to the Comraandcr-in-chief in a gold hox. 
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ihcin, T he annexed private note, from Mr. Henry 
lesley (the present Lord Cowley) to Mr. Oauning on 
this subject, will be read with interest:—■ 


TO GEOEQE CANifINO, KSQ., SPEINO GAKDElS'S, IiPSTDOS. 

(Original an<i Duplicate, Overland I'/d Aleppo and pagdad.)^. 

Fort OeorgCj 6tb August, 1,700. 

“i\lT DEAfe OANm’O, 

“From a general opinion entertained in the anny 
that the successful termination of the war in Mysore is 
principally to ho attributed to my brother’s measuros, 
they have come to a resolution to present him with 
a diamond star in testunony of their esteem and 
gratitude. 

“Although he cannot but feel gratified at the 
favmu-able opinion which the army entertains of his 
conduct, he has, upon full consideration, determined to 
decline accepting this mark of their approbation; and 
it is his intention to signify to the army the grounds 
on which he declines accepting this distinction when¬ 
ever it; shall be publicly offered to him. At present, 
the intention has aj)pearcd in the resolutions of the 
Prize Committee, but the star has not yet been ofTewd 
to my brother in the name of the army. Believe nie, 
&c. “ H. Wiai-EST/iiY." 

The Court of Directors duly appreciating the Gover¬ 
nor-General’s sense of propriety and delicacy, themselves 
requested his Excellency to accept the star and badge 
“ as a testimony of the very high souse which they enter¬ 
tained of the distinguished services to the Company of 




the most, noble the Marquesa Wellesley, by the superior 
wisdom and energy of whose counsels the late war in 
Mysore was brought to so speedy and glorious a termi¬ 
nation.” Thu.s enhanced by the approbation of the 
East India Company, liord Wellesley gratefully ac¬ 
cepted the splendid trophy. If was proposed by the 
president of the Board of Control, and the chairman 
and deputy chairman of the East India Company, to 
grant 100,000/. out of the spoils taken at Seringapa- 
tam to the Marquess Wellesley ; hut the noble Lord, 
with his characteristic high-mindedness and generosity, 
at once refused to accept it. In a letter to Mr, Dimdas 
Ids Lordship remarks on this subject; — “ I understand 
that if the reserved part of the prize taken at Serin- 
gapatam, consisting of prize-money and ordnance, 
should come into the possession of the Company, it is 
their intention to grant the whole to the army, reserv¬ 
ing 1.00,000/., to be afterwards granted to me. I am 
satisfied upon rehection you will perceive that the ac¬ 
cepting such a grant would place me in a very- 
humiliating situation with respect to the army : and, 
independent of any question of cliaracter, or of the 
dignity and vigour of government, I should be miser¬ 
able if I could over feel that I had been enriched at 
the expense of those who must ever bo the object.s of 
my alfection, admiration, and gratitude, and who are 
justly entitled to the e.Kclusive possession of ail that a 
munificent King and an admiring country can bestow. 
Even if the independence of my family were at stake, 
which I thank God it is not, I never could consent to 
establish it on an arrangement injurious to the con¬ 
querors of Mysore.” 

VOL. I. 
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The Ootirt of Directoiv%-in the :han(ls<):fnest mtoRoi-V 
voted an annuity of SOOO/^ to the; Marque® 
iesley for a period of twenty years, at a .(Jourt heid 
in January, 1801 ; but this pen»onis n<it to be 
sidered an equivalent for the share of the booty-which 
he liad so genei'ously and disinterestedly refused te 
accept. In 1801, when the pension was granted, the 
Marquess w.'is forty-one years oid, and for half the 
sum of 100,000/. might then ha.ve purchased an 
annuity of 5000/. Besides, money was at that period 
greatiy (mhanced in value, and hor© an enormous 
rate of interest at Calcutta. He would have been at 
least 50,000/. richer had he accepted tire gift tendered 
to him ; but love of money was not one of Lord 
'Wellesley’s passions. 

For the sake of the fame of General Harris, and 
others concerned, it is to be , regretted that l..'.>rd 
Wellesley’s generosity rvas not krutated in the distribu¬ 
tion of the prize money. That an improper sh.aro of 
the booty was appropriated to his own u.se by General 
Harris, and to the use of the other generals, tO; the 
disadvantage of the army, must be evident on an 
examination of the circumstances of the case^ although 
it is prol)able that they believed they were entitled to 
the share which they took to themselves. The bio¬ 
grapher of Lord Harris, influenced by feelings of private 
friendship towards that noble Lord, dismisses this sub¬ 
ject in a few cursory remarks, describing the prccecdings 
which were commenced against that officer in the Court 
of Chancery as a species of “ persecution,’' instituted 
by the “Indian authorities.” The subjoined docuiueiits, 
however, will set this transaction in its true, light; 






they reveal the conourrent opinions of his Majesty’s 
Government, the law officers of the Crown, and the 
East India Company, and set forth the reasons which 
compelled them to arrive at the decision that the, distri¬ 
bution of the booty was not an equitable distribution. 

TO THE MOST NOBLE MAKQTJESS WELLESLEY, &C. 

(Private.) 

London, 22nd May, 1804. 

''My dear Lord, 

“ There is now a dispatch under the consideration 
of our Board from the Court of Directors, relative to the 
distributioii ol the booty taken in the year 1799 at 
Seringapatam. Owing to some delay in the production 
of certain documehts which the Board have called for, 
no final decision has yet been taken upon it; but the 
merits of the question are sufficiently before us to 
eiiable me? to express in confidence to your Lordship 
my dissatislaction^ not only with the principle of the 
distribution itself, but with the whole course of Genera] 
Harris’s conduct throughout the transaction. 

" The interest we botli feel in upholding the character 
of an officer of great personal merit and private respec¬ 
tability^ whoso name must remain recorded with one 
of the brightest events in the military annals of the 
country, makes it extremely painful to revise a trans¬ 
action which passed under his superintendance, and 
the principal objection to which is the undue share of 
advantage which the General personally derived from 
it. But the injustice of that distribiition was so clearly 
esiahlished at the time to your Lorclskip^s couvictioTi, 
and, indeeA, to every pei'son who has since examined 
the question, as to make it impossible to do otherwise 

2 



Iv''' than hPtMproceedings as advised hy iiie law officers 

' of the (Jrdxvri and the Go'>n 2 ^any, take its course. 

;; “As the plau of distribution, then acted upon, and 

now to be disapproved, may have had some inti aence 
as a precedent, I think it material that no time should, 

• he lost in convejdng to your .Lordship, even bet ore the 

dispatch is officially transmitted, copies of the law- 
opinions which', have been given on this subject for 
your private information, as it may enable your Lord- 
ship to present the distinguished officers, to whom 
ultimately his Majesty may be disposed to grant the 
booty captured, in the late campaign from involving 
themselves, by any premature or irregular proceedings 
in difficulties which a previous, or even an early know¬ 
ledge of what is held to be the image proper to be 
observed in Such cases would enable them under your 
Lordship’s direction to avoid. Indeed, the whole mis¬ 
chief in the former case appears to have grown, if not 
oilt of a want of due subordination to the authority of 
the Governor-deneral in council, at least, out of a 
very improper inattention to his understood and 
declared judgment upon the subject. I have the 
honour to be, my dear Lord, with groat regard, yours 
most faithfully, “CAsmiiKiOii.” 

“A little more eagerness than I could have wished, 
writes Lord Wellesley in a letter to Mr. Dundas, June, 
17.99, “has appeared in the army on the subject of 
the property captured in Seritigapatam; the question 
would have been very awkward, if the amount of 
the property had approached the first statements 
which had been made by common rumour, and which 
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extended to tlie enormous amount of eight or ten 
crores of rupees. The army conceive tiiat, as the 
place was taken by storm, they are of right entitled 
to what was found in it; this is certainly an erro¬ 
neous opinion, and if the principle had been e.stal> 
'"lished, and so large a sum as that which I have stated 
had been seized by the army and distributed, it is 
impossible to calculate the mischievous effects which 
would have resulted to our military power in India. 
The official return has been withholden, from an idea 
that the right is absolute in the captors, and that 
they are not bound to render any account under the 
peculiar circumstances of the assault.” 

According to the calculations of the East India Com¬ 
pany, General Harris and the general officers were over- 
• paid in the following proportion 

OcTieral Harris, as Commander'in-Chief, received one 
eighth jtart of the whole, ainotiutnif^, Recording to the 
account funnsliod by the Prize Committee to . 

As there were six general officers in the army, exclusive 
of the Oommander-ii>Chief, viz.— 

General Floyd, 

General Baird, 

General Fopham, 

Genera] Bridges, 

General Stuart, 

General Hartley, 

the Coinnnander'-in-Chief was entitled, according to 
the antlumtios relied upon by the East India Com¬ 
pany, TO ONLY ONE HALF OV THE ABOVK SUM, Or 

Over-paid to Oenend Harris ..... 

“ The other generals were entitled to half an eighth, or , 

Generals Floyd and Stuart receiA’^ed JJ6,000 

pfAgoda.s each, or . . - * • 72,000 

* The reader will hear in mind that a pagoda is a gold coin of about 
eight shillings in value. 


Pagodm* 

324907 


162.4531 
I62,4^53i 

162.4531 







EftC'h of f b 0 other goxterftls received 27,000 pa ♦ Pagpiim, 


EftC'h of tb 0 other generals received 27,000 pa ♦ Pagpiim, 

godiiS;, or for four. , , . . . . 108,000 180,000 

Overpaid to tfie six generals tinder the Cmnrftanitr’nn^ 

Chief , . , . . . . . . 

'Poial n-ffiiyaidj he'mg so much, (hducteii from the shares to 
‘ikenstqft/ieurm^ . . . • . » 180,00(V 

Or 4:72,000 


“ It is the desire of the East India CompariY, -whidi 
meets with the approbation of his Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment, if it can be done, that the appropriation which 
has taken place should be corrected, so as to make it 
confomable to usage, and that rvlmt has been received 
by the generals, bojond what they were entitled to, 
should 1)0 refunded for the benefit of the rest of the 
armyP 

The following is the joint opinion of Mr. Attorney- 
General, Mr. Solicitor-General and Mr. Mblliain 
Adam, on this delicate subject:— 

“ The appropriation made by the officers of this prizo- 
tnonej was undoubtedly (to say tbe least of it) very 
irregular, and without any colonr of legal authority ; 
for under the circumstances in which this booty was 
taken,—namely, in an expedition carried on by the 
united forces of his Majesty and the East India Com¬ 
pany,—there can be no doubt but, in law, the whole 
booty belonged to the King, .subject to such distribution 
as he might he pleased to make of it; but as liis 
Majesty has by his grant confirmed the appropriation 
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which was luade to his forces and those of the East 
India (.■ornpany and the-Fizsin, the irregularity of the 
unauthorized appropriatioa. is removed; but the distri¬ 
bution, which was made upon a principle inconsistent 
with all former usage, is certainly by no means con¬ 
firmed by the grant,~ivhich grant was made, and as to 
distribution declared to bo, in conformity with the 
usage in like cases, and must therefore have proceeded 
upon softie misconception .011 the part of the East India 
Oompany as to what had been doue by the committee 
of officers; and we therefore think it very desirable 
that this unwarrantable distribution which has given to 
the commanding officers, &c. so much greater a propor¬ 
tion of the booty than they can possibly be entitled to 
retain, should be corrected by themsel ves rather , than 
by any legal proceeding; and for that pmposo we 
recommend that some notice or representation should 
be made to them, accompanied Avith our opinion, if it 
should be thought to give any freight to such .represen¬ 
tation, which may^ give them an opportunity of review¬ 
ing the former distribution, and of restoring, by their 
own act, to the rest of the army what they have been 
deprived of by this unequal and uncustomary distri¬ 
bution. If, however, their opinion and view of this 
proceeding should differ from ours, we think it is then 
due, in justice to the army, that this distribution should 
be set aside in a court of justice ; and although under 
all the circumstances of tiro case, we do not think that 
the East India Oompany can, in their own name, insti¬ 
tute any proceeding which will compel tho; Oommander- 
iu-Chief and the two Generals next in command to 
refund what they have received beyond their just and 
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itomarj share, yet we are ol-opinion that a bill ia 
e(|uity may be filed against those officei’s'by any of the 
individuals injared., on Ixjhalf of themselves and the 
Tost of the array, stating the facts, and praying that 
those ofhcers may account for wliat they ha ve receiveil 
beyond their proper shares, and that the same may bo 
divided and distributed according to the usage of the 
service. To this bill it may be' right that an injunc¬ 
tion by the Attorney-General should be added on 
account of the in.tere.st which tlie King lias that bis 
army should have secured to them the interest inteudod 
and granted to them; hut this may be determined upon 
afterwards. If, however, we are right in the impres¬ 
sion we have taken of the clear irregularity and in¬ 
equality of tlie (].istribution which has taken place, we 
have little doubt tliat the commanding officers them¬ 
selves will feel the propriety of settling this business 
without the disagreeable discussion which it would 
occasion in a court of justice. 

(Signed). “ Spencer Perceval,* 

“ Thomas Man,nees Sutton, ; 
“W.U,WAi,t Adam,”| 


llie East India Company also submitted a case to 
the King's Advocate. They z’cquired his opinion 
“ Whether the distribution which has taken place is 


■*’ The Ho.n. Spencer Perceval^ Attorney-Geneibhl, 1604; Prime Min - 
ister, 1809—assas^itmted 1811, 

f Sir Thomas Manners Sutton, Solicitor-Generah tifterwards BpOakei 
of the fTouso of i^'omnions, and finally Viseount Canterhiiry. 

J One of the moist eminent lawyers of the day. Mr. Adairi; wcis one 
of the counsel engaged in the defence (if Lord Melville, on the occasibn 
of that noble Lord's impCnohmont in ISO'f). 
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conforaiaWe to with respect to the shares al¬ 

lotted to the Commander-in-Chief and general officers ; 
and if it is not, wliether it can he corrected, and how 
I’edress can be obtained V’ 

oriNiON. 

“ The distributions with which I am principallv 
acquainted are those relating to conjunct expeditions 
of array and navy, where the division of the booty is 
reserved by the Prize Act to his Majesty. The Act 
also allows the Oommander-in-Chief to make agree- 
inonts for the division, subject to the approbation 
and confinnation of his Majesty. I rather understand 
that in one or two instances at the commencement of 
the late war, and probably from oversight, agreements 
were confirmed and plans of distribution sanctioned 
by which the commanders-in-chief and the flag and 
generaP officers took amongst them more than one- 
eighth. But it was discovered that this was contrary 
to the act of PiMiament, the fourth section of which 
directs " the share allotted to the fleet shall be distri¬ 
buted according to the proclamation; and the share 
assigned to the army shall be di.stributed amongst the 
officers and soldiers in proportions correspondent, 
thereto.” The Act, therefore, though it does not decide 
what part each service shall take, is imperative as to 
the shares in which the distribution shall be made 
amongst the several classes of each service. In all 
cases which have come under ray immediate con.sider- 
ation since I have been in oflSce, the distribution has 
invariably been to the commanders-in-chief, and the 
flag and general officers amongst them one-eighth and 
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no more. And I hfive kiiOAvn agree rnfenta between 
conirtiandera-in-chief, by >>111011 it was .proposeil that 
tlio superior olficers tliould take a larger share, refused 
to be confirmed. Few captures made solely by a 
military force at laud have come within my observa-- 
tion. The Cochin capture was one, and in that his 
jVlajesty’s grant was in the proportions already stated. 
I am therefore of opinion that the distribution stated 
to have taken place in this case is not confonnable to 
usage. If it , should be necessary to seek a remedy by 
process of law, 1 should appreliend that a bill in equity 
would be the best mode of pursuing it. 

(Signed) “ J. Nicuoll.” 

« mill July, 1804." 

Tlio failure of the proceedings in the court of chan¬ 
cery to compel General Ilairis and the other Goneials 
to refund the surplus which they had appropriated to 
themselves, does not at all afioct the merits of the 
(juestion as stated by the law-officers of the crown. 
Tlicre were, confessedly, many legal difficulties in the 
way of those proceedings, after his Majesty (under the 
influence of misconvieption of the facts of the case) liad 
confirmed by his grant the general appiopriation. 
Tills Inglorious sequel to the triumphs 6 t the war in 
Mysore luight have been avoided, if the Generals had 
paid attention to the following hint of Mr. Spencer 
Perceval, Sir T. Manners Sutton, and Mr. W. Adam. 

* All the nets relntiiig to Array prize-money have becu repeated by 
th.' 2 and 3 Will. IV. c. 53, which enacts that all captures made by the 
army ahail be divided according to such general rule of distribution as 
the K'mg^ slmll liirect. 
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“ We recommend that some notice or reftreseDtatioT) 
should ho made to them, accompanied with our opin¬ 
ion, if it should he thought to give any weight to 
such repiosentation, which may give them an oppor¬ 
tunity of reviewing the former distribution and of 
redoring, by their own act, to the rest of the army, 
what they have been deprived of by this unegnal and 
meustomary distribution” 

“ Memorandum respecting the Prize Property captured 
at Seringapafam. 

“ Although [it is not possible to ascertain with any 
degree of accuracy what the prize property in Berln- 
gapatam will amoimt to, yet from the various informa¬ 
tion ohfaiued through the Mutseddies and others, em¬ 
ployed in different departments nnder the late Sultauu, 
I am enabled to form the following estimation : 

« 1st—specie, 10,74,350 star pagodas; 2nd^—jewels, 
gold and silver bullion, 25,00,000; 3rd—paddy, pep¬ 
per, salt, and other articles, in tlie different granaries, 
1,10,000 ; 4th—copper and brass pots, glasses, carpets, 
&c., 20,000; 5th— elephants, camels, horses, bullocks, 
would amount to 54,000 ; Gth—cloths of various sorts, 
&c. -in the Tosha Khana, 2,00,000. total, 45,58,350 
star pagodas. Military stoves not included. 

“ No remark is necessary on the 1st article. The 
estimation on the jewels is very uncertain ; there are 
still twenty and more boxes, the contents of which 
have not been valued. Very little is known upon the 
.subject of jewels, for no one among Tippoo's people 
has any idea of the contents of his trea.snry; so that 
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jntbrn'iation is very little to be dependerl xipon relative 
to this 2nd article. With regard to the 3rd, I have 
every reason to think that the estimation is correct 
The 4th article consists of a variety of things, which, 
most probably, will produce the estimated sum. ITie 
.■ith is composed, of property of which I cannot procure 
an exact account. The 6th includes all the gold and 
silv(jr cloths, and every article of that description, as 
well as sundry otlier commodities too particular to enu¬ 
merate ; the estimation is within bounds. 

“As the greater part of the captured property'' is com¬ 
posed of jewe-ls, &CC., articles which either Tippoo or his 
father llyder had plundered, the Jlutscddics and other 
persons of whom I have inquired declanj that they 
cannot give any exact statement of the late Sidtaun’s 
iiches. Goanox.” 

“ Serinjfapfttam, Junn 9,1709.” 


“ Memormuluyn relative to the late French corps in the 
Deccan, by Captain Malcolm. 

“ The French corps in the Deccan have for several 
years past hoisted the national flag, and most of the 
lapxdles and epaulette.s of their new clothing had the 
viords liberty and constitution embroidered on them. 

“ The general conversation of the French officers after 
they were dismissed, proved that they had entertained 
ambitious designs, and considered themselves as for¬ 
warding the interests of their mother country. Captain 
Christoff, an officer of the party who had been formerly 
a sergeant of sepoys in the English service, affirmed 
that the late Monsieur Kaymond had formed the most 
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fitnbiiioiis pi’oiiiclsi, and th;.) t tlio sanw were ailopted by 
his successor—and that thh lauding of any French in 
India, would proliably have been tho signal to coni- 
inence. their intrigues.* 

“ It was generally x’eported and believed tha,t Ray¬ 
mond had a Gonerars commission from the Directory, 
but it has not been discovered. 

“ In a letter which pa.s.sed through the Itesidont at 
Hyderabad, recommending a person to Mon.sieur Diron, 
it' was stated that the person recommended would, 
IVora 1 laving ro.spectable connexions at Paris, bo useful 
in transiicting Monsieur Piron’s affairs with the 
Directory. 

“ In a letter from Monsieur Baptiste, the second of¬ 
ficer in the corps, to Captain Kirkpatri(ik, relative to hi.s 
claims on tlie party and property at Hyderabad, Mon¬ 
sieur Baptiste expres.ses an apprehension tliat he will 
be unabh! to return to France, as Monsieur Piron vdll 
represent his conduct (to tho Directory) in odious 
colours. 

“ Tliere was found in store, when our troops took 
possesfiion of the French lines, small arms and clothing 
for 12,000 men beyond the force then serving under 
Monsieur Piron, besides a numbex’ of pistols for cavodry. 

“ The French corps had three arsenals and two foun- 
deries. I only saw those at their lines, near Hyder¬ 
abad. The arsenal there was full of railitaiy stores, 
and in tho foundery, there were a number of Ixrass 
cannon xiewly cast, which our artillery officers judgeil 
as good and as well finished as any they had ever seen. 

♦ “ This information I had from a gentleman to whom Christoff h.ad 
communicated it.'*'^Note by Captain Malcolm. 


VfQN' 
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They also made swords, muskets, and pistols. The 
specimens I sent to Lord Mornington wilL show the 
grtuit progress they had made in these msmufaotures. 

The French party were always well paid—their 
clothing was neat and their discipline superior to any 
troops I. ever sav/ in a native service. The men were 
the host of the country—and from the regularity of 
their pay, they could recruit at pleasure.” 


Monsieur Piron, the commander of the French corps 
in the Deccan (usually called Raymond’s corps), must 
not bo confounded with General Perron, the French 
olficer in the service of Scindiah, who held the Em¬ 
peror of Delhi in Ins power, and who surrendered to 
General Lake in 1803; of whose exploits wo shall 
have occasion tu speak hereafter. 
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CHAPTER. XVIIL 

Public Profession of AttiveliroCiit to tbe Christian Faith by the CTeTShi- 
rnent of India.— SnpprOBhioh of Sunilay Ncw.spapers i.. India.—Inl^ 
portant Infiaenoi'of the Institution of the Salrhath ui Heathen Coun¬ 
tries.—Observations on the State of llclig:iiiu in British ImLa.—Lord 
Wellesley ordnins a Day for a Public Thanksgiving-.— Account of 
the Solemnities obBt-tved on tbe Occasion.—Sermon of the llcv. Clau- 
fliiia Buclintian, fiic. 

We have already scea tl&t Lord Wellesley had pro¬ 
hibited the publication of newspapers on Sunday. His 
Lordship’s motive in taking this step, in eonnexiou 
with other regulations, was, that the due ohsorvance 
of the Christian sabbath, tvithout interfering with the 
rights, dutie.s, obligations, or prejudices of the native 
population, should act morally on the mind of Intlia, 
in utter unacquaintance with the nature and character 
of the true God. Apart from all cant or pharisaical 
formality, the sabbath is a blessed institution iu any 
land, and has justly been assigned* as one of the great 
springs of European civilization j 

Sweet Sabbath morn ! 

Soft steal thy bells upon the tranced mind, 

In fairy^ cadence floating on the wind, 

Telling of friends and times long flown away. 

And pensive hopc.'i, harmonious with tbe dny. 

On thy still dawn, while holy music peals, 

And far o-round the ling^niig echo steals, 

W1 lat heart commune*? not wdth the day s repose, 

And, luilM by angel dreams, forgets its woes I'' 

But gmit as the influence of the institution of the 

• Guizot's Lectures, Sic. 
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sabbath on a comnninity like our own uuquestionably 
is, if we reject, we shall see that it is designed to have 
a ten-fold greater influence in a land peopled by a race 
in ignorance of revealed religion. 

The observance of the sabbath is essentially a public 
acknowledgment of belief in the God who made the 
heavens and the earth ; and the institution of the 
Christian sabbath necessarily implies a profeasion of 
faith in our Lord JesUvS Christ. Every seventh day, 
therefore, an unostentatious proclamation of the true 
God wa.s made in India; the recurrence of a day of rest 
and refreshment for man and beast, after the labour of 
the week, necessarily awakened curiosity and inquiry 
among the heathen dwellers in the British territory. 
1 lowevcr questionable, therefore, what is called sabbath 
lcgi.slation may be in this kingdom, we are inclined to 
think tliat Lord Wellesley perforined his- duty as a 
Christian governor in the regulation which he directed 
in his letter to Sir Alui'ed Clarke, which has formed 
the .subject of a separate chapter. 

Lord Wellesley knew the character of the native 
population too well to attemjit, or sanction, any indis¬ 
creet intermeddling with the deep-rooted prejudices of 
the Hindoo and Mahommedan races : he wisely refrain¬ 
ed from unnecessary interference with their religious 
feelings but trusted to the slow and silent operation 

m' 

• To such a len^^th wns this fear of hurting the prejudices of the na¬ 
tives, or interfering w ith their religious feelings carried, that up to the 
y*mi’ 1845 the British Government in India were bound to punish with 
depiivation of goods, according to the provisions of the Hindoo and 
jMohttirirnedan laws, a native who became a convert to the Christian reli¬ 
gion. The /rj* lihi of Sir Henry Hardingc, Bart, hen hapjdly put an 
end to this unjust and anomalous practice. 
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of the truth ; feeling that the surest way to impress 
the natives of India with a pei-suasion of the Divine 
origin of the gospel of Christ, was for the Christian 
population to exhibit a regular observance of public 
worship, and, what is of far greater importance, an 
habitual peiformance of the moral duties enjoined by 
their more pure and elevated religion. Lord Wellesley 
concei ved that it was the duty of the British Government 
in India to make a public official profession of alle- 
glauco to the author of Christianity ; and while it 
observed the most cautious re.serve in respect to the 
religious prejudices of the natives, and acted upon 
principles of the most comprehensive and genorou.s 
toleration, not to conceal the fact from the subjects of 
the British Crown in flindostan, that the British I^a- 
tion were worshippers of the God of heaven. Guided 
by these motives, shortly after his Lordship’s return to 
Calcutta, Lord Wellesley ordained that a day should 
be set apart for a public and general thanksgiving for 
the various 8uccc.sses which had attended the British 
arms in the tremendou.« struggle for national existence 
in which the crown and people of this empire were 
then engaged. The following is an official account of 
the obscTvance of the solemnity. 


Fort Williuin, February 13th, J800. 

“ Os Thursday last, the 6th of February, being 
the day appointed by the proclamation of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, in Council, to be 
observed as a day of general thanksgiving to Almighty 
God, for the late signal and important success obtained 
by the naval and military forces of his Majesty and of 
vot. I. ^ ^ 
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his allies, and for fche ultimate and ha,ppy estaWishinent 
of the tranquillity and security of the British posses¬ 
sions in India, the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General; accompanied by the Chief Justice, the Oom- 
mander-in-chicf, the members of council, and the 
Judges of the supreme Court of Judicature, and by the 
public officers, civil and mllitar}', proceeded to the New 
Church, to return thanks to God for these gi’eat mercies 
and blessings. 

His Lordship proceeded on foot from the Govern¬ 
ment-House to the church, at about half an hour past 
six o’clock in the morning, through the Council-bouse- 
street, which was lined by the body-guard, the native 
troops in garrison at Tort William, and Calcutta Native 
Militia, and the avenues into the, streets through which 
his Lordship passed wore guarded by parties detached 
from the above corps. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General was 
preceded by all the public officcr.s, civil and military, 
and at the entrance of the cliurch was met by the 
Chaplains attached to the Presidency. 

The pmyers which were selected for the occasion 
were read by the IN'V. David Brown, the senior chap¬ 
lain, and the sermon was preached by the Rev. Clau¬ 
dius Buchanan. The Te Deum and appropriate 
antlieins v^ere sung. 

Divine Service being ended, the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General, the Chief Justice, the Gom- 
mander-in-chief, &c. &c. returned in their carriages. 

Three royal salutes were Bred from the ramparts ol 
Fort William; the first, on the GoveTnor-General'.s 
setting out; the second, dui'ing the celebi'ation of the 



Te J)eiifn; and tho third, on his Lordship’s return. 
The gims from fcho ramparts of Fort William were 
answered by several ships in the port. 


A great concourse of the native inhabitants of 
Calcutto were assembled in the streets during the pro¬ 
gress ol the Right Honourable tho (lovernor-General, 
from the Oovernment-House, and on his return. 

At three o’clock in the evening, divine service was 
performed in Fort William, for the European troops in 
garrison. 

The European and native troops in garrison fired 
three volleys from the ramparts of Fort William at 
sun-set. 

At the same hour the Calcutta European militia, 
cavalry, and infantry paraded on their usual ground 
of exercise, and the last mentioned corps fired three 
volleys. 

On this solemn occasion, all the persons (amounting 
to upwards of sixty in number), confine! for debt in 
the prison of the Court of Requests, were liberated in 
the name of the Honourable Company, the respective 
sums for which they were imprisoned having been 
discharged by order of the Governor-Oeneral in council. 
Orders were also issued l)y his Lordship in council, for 
the discharge of the debts of several persons confined 
in the Calcutta gaol.” 


“ Minute ok Council, Feb. 11. 

“ Ordered that the thanks of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General in Council, be given to the Rev. 
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Claudius liuclianan,* for the excellent sermon preached 
before his Lordship at the New Church of Calcutta, on 
tlie 6tb day of B'ebruary, the day of general thanks¬ 
giving, appointed by the Covenior-General in council, 
and that Mr. Buchanan bo desired to print the said 
seimon.” 

“ The oblivion of the Sabbath in India,” remarks the 
ilev. C. Buclianan, in his review of the state of religion 
in India, “ is that which properly constitutes banish¬ 
ment from our country. The chief evil of our exile 
is found here; for this extinction of the sacred day 
tends, more than anything else, to eradicate from onr 
minds all respect for religion, and affection for the 
manners and institutions, and even for the local ccenes, 
of early life.” 

* Tt can scarcely bo necessary to remind the reader that this is the 
same Jiev. Claudius Buchanan who subsequently attracted so much at¬ 
tention by his writings in relation to tlie evangelization of India. We 
shall have occasion to speak of the reverend gentleman in a dififorcnt cha¬ 
racter in another part of these volumes. 



Muv/sr;?,. 


MAKQU15SS WELLESLEY. 


367 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Commission of Coptain-G^noml conferrcJ for the first time on the G>> 
vcmor-OcneruI—Copy of the Writ of Priv) Seal.—General Orders in 
the Cdcutta The Porte confers the Onlers of th*) Cr<^seout 

on the Marquess Wellesley.—Copy of the Letter from the Grami 
Seignior.—Congratulations in Letters from England from the T)uolie8« 
of Gordon, Lor<l Dun&tanville, Marquess Lownshirfq Enrl of West- 
meathj Earl of Inchiqiiiii, Lord flowdea. Right Hon. N. Vansittart, 
Sir .folin Newport, &c,—Letters of Sir Aimed Clarke from St. Helena 
mod from Tjondon. 

As a mark of rojal favour, liis Majesty tlie King 
conferred upon tlie most noble the Governor-General, 
the rank of Oaptain-Gcneral, and Conimander-iu-ohief 
of all the forces, in the East Indies,—vesting in 
his hands powers for tho ixrst time confided to the 
Indian Government. The following is a copy of the 
commission, which, it will be observed, gave to the 
Marquess Wellesley, as full authority over all military 
operations, as he had hitherto enjoyed over civil all’airs 
in tho East; it was received at Fort William on tho 
2Gth of February, 1801 

“ George the Third, by the grace of God of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of the 
Faith, and so forth, to all to whom these presents shall 
come, greeting ; 

“ Whereas, the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to tho Ea,st Indies, by their commis¬ 
sion under the seal of tlie said Company, bearing date 


OF 

the Gt’h day of October, one thonsand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven, have appointed our rigdit trusty and 
entirely beloved cousin and counsellor, llichardWellesley, 
Marquess Wellesley, (then Earl of Mornington,) of our 
kingdt>m of Ireland, and Baron Wellesley, of W'’ellesley, 
in our county of Somerset, in our kingdom of Great 
Britain, and Knight of the most illustrious order of 
Saint Patrick, to be, during the pleasure of the said 
Company, Governor-General of the said presidency of 
Foil, W illiam, in the Bay of Bengal, and of all the towns 
and territories thereunto belonging, and of all and 
singular the forts, factories, settlements, lands, territo¬ 
ries, countries, and jurisdictions within the soubahship 
of Bengal, and of and for all the affairs whatsoever of 
the said Company, in the Bay of Bengal, and other, the 
places and provinces thereto belonging in the East 
Indies, together with all and every the powers and 
author!lies committed and given to the Governorr 
General of Bengal, fer the time being, by any act or 
acts of Parliament then in force; ‘and by another 
commi.ssion under the seal of the said Company, hear¬ 
ing date the same sixth day of October, one thoimnd 
seven hundred and ninety-seven, having appointed the 
saul Richard Marquess Wellesley, Governor-General 
and Commander-in-chief of the fort and garrison of 
Poit William in Bengal, of the town of Calcutta, and 
of all the forces which then were, or thei'oaftcr should 
be, employed in tlie service of the said united Company, 
within the said fort, garrison, and town; and the s£ud 
Company have also from time to time appointed 
officers to be commanders iji-chief of their foi'ces at the 
said presidency of Fort William in Bengal, and their 
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presidencies of Fort St. George apd Bombay respec¬ 
tively, and also have occasionally appointed persons to 
1)0 coramanders-in-chief of all the said Company’s 
forces ill tlie East Indies. And v’hereas wo have 
from time to time cau.sed detachments ot our land 
forces to he employed in the East Indies for the pro¬ 
tection of the British territories there, and the annoy¬ 
ance of our enemies in those parts : And whereas dif- 
hculties have arisen and may arise in the direction and 
employment of op r said forces, inasmuch as the same 
are under the immediate command of officers comrais- 
.sioiu'd by us, and not by the said Company; and we 
are desirous of preventing such dilliculties bj 
authority to the said Eichard Marquess Wellesley to 
act as Captain-General and Commander-iu-Chief of all 
forces in the East Indies, and thereby to put under 
his orders and directions all our land forces, as ivell as 
the military force in the seivice of the said imited ^ 
Company which may he employed in those parts : Now 
know ye that we, reposing especial trust and con¬ 
fidence in the prudence, courage, and loyalty of the 
said Richard Marquess Wellesley, have made, consti¬ 
tuted, and appointed, apd do hy these presents make, 
constitute, and appoint the said Eichard Wellesley our 
Captaiu-Gcneral aud Commander-in-Chief of all and 
singular our laud forces employed or to be employed in 
our service within any of the British territories in India, 
and in all parts within the limits of the exclusive trade 
of the said united Company during our pleasure, to 
order, do, and perform all things whatsoever, which do 
or ought to belong to the office of our Captain-Generai 
and Comrnander-in-Cbief of our land forces, within the 





paits aforesaid; aiul generally to .order, do, and per¬ 
form all and whatsoever for ns, and in our name, 
ought to be done in the command, order and direction 
g of our said forces, and also of all military forces wliat- 
‘ soever, in tile parts aforesaid, which the said Richard 
Marquess Wellesley is not authorised and empowered 
to order, do, and perform, by virtue of the said corn- 
.missions from the said united Company, it being our 
gracious will and intention by this our commission, to 
give to the said Richard Marquess Wellesley full power 
and authority to order, direct, and control all military 
forces employed or to be employed in the territories 
and parts aforesaid, in all oases to which the com¬ 
missions so granted by the said united Company to the 
said Richard Marquess Wellesley, cannot extend for 
want of powers in the said Company for that purpose : 
jand we do hereby command alljpur officers and soldiers 
Iwho are or shall be employed in our land service 
within any of the territories and parts aforesaid, to 
acknowledge and obey the said Richard Marquess Wel¬ 
lesley as their Captain-General and Coinmander-in- 
Chief; but nevertheless we do strictly enjoin and com¬ 
mand the said Richard Marquess Wellesley, in tlie 
exorcise of the powers and authorities given to him by 
these presents, to observe and obey ail such iustruc- 
tioiivS, orders, and directions from time to time, as the 
said Richard Marquess Wellesley shall receive from the 
First Commissioner for the affairs of India, or from any 
of our principal secretaries of state : Provided always, 
and our will and pleasure is, that if the said Richard 
Marquess Wellesley shall cease to be Goveriu>r-Cenei'al 
of the Presidency of the British territories in Bengal, 



as aforesaid, then and from thenceforth all and every 
the' powers and authorities hereby given to the said 
Richard Marquess WeUesley shall cease, determine, and 
become void, anything herein contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding. In witness whereof we have caused 
those our letters to he made patent. Witness our¬ 
selves at Westminster, the seventh day of Avigu.st, in 
the fortieth year of our reign. By writ of privy seal, ' 

“ Torke.” 

On the receipt of this commission general orders 
were published in the Calcutta Gazette to the otfect 
that all appointments and commissions would, as here¬ 
tofore, be filled up by the general officer holding the 
commission of Coramander-in-Ohief of his Majesty’s 
forces, and that all applications and coiTCispondence 
respecting the said forces should bo addressed to that 
officer as usual. 

Respecting Lord Wellesley’s elevation to the post of 
Captain-General, Lord Olive wi-itos : — “ I congratulate 
j^our Lordship most cordially upon your appointment 
to be Captain-General and Oommander-in-Chief in 
India ; not merely as an accession of dignity and 
honour to your Lorilship which is highly pleasing to 
me, but as placing a necessary control in the bauds of 
the Govonior-Genei-al, and increasing the energy and 
efficiency of his government.” 

The Sublime Porte in April, 1802, rewarded the 
■Marquess Wellesley's zeal in behalf of the interests 
of the Ottoman Empire, by conferring on his Lordsijip 
the order of the Crescent: 
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(Trfl,n.«tlotion of u Letter fron. Kayrrjakan to the Right HonoumbU; 

Lord Wellesley, Governor-Oeneral oi Bengal, delivered by the Reya 

ElfenJi to forward the 30th of April, 1602.) 

“ To the noblest among the Princes believing in the 
Messiah, support of the Grandees of the Christian 
nation, the Governor-General of the British dominions 
.in the East Indies, his Excellency the most esteemed 
and beloved Lord Wellesley, our friend ; may his end 
be attended with happiness. 

“After our sincere assurances of perfect friendship 
and regard, wo have hereby the pleasure of acquaint¬ 
ing your Excellency that the exertion and xeal which 
have been evinced by your Lcrtlship in .sending so op¬ 
portunely the corps of troops belonging to your estab¬ 
lishment, who have been destined by the Court of 
Great Britain to cooperate in the late expedition, 
together with the forces of the Sublime Ottoman Porte, 
not only have .served to strengthen the bonds of union 
and friendship so fimly subsisting between the two 
Courts, but also to .secure to you the friendly esteem of 
the Emperor, whose favourable opinion of your Excel¬ 
lency is equal to the satisfaction he has reaped from 
your zealous conduct. 

“Indeed the measures in defence of the common 
cause in question, were but tbe natural result of the 
candid friendship, since time immemorial, subsisting 
between the Sublime Porte and the Court of Great 
Britain, hut more particularly of the conceit and union 
which have prevailed, with such reciprocal good faith, 
since the contracted alliance. 

“As a mark of approbation of that exertion and 





zeal, therefore, which have been so manifestly wit¬ 
nessed on your part, and a token of distinction and 
cora;)iiiaent, the Sublime Porto have prepared and 
destined for your Lordship the Order of the Crescent, 
of the first rank, consisting of a half moon, fixed in the 
middle of a star set with brilliants, together with a 
ribbon, the two ends whereof joined by a medal bear¬ 
ing the Grand Signor’s cypher in gold, 

“We have, therefore, the pleasure of writing this 
official letter, to inquire after your health, and to ac¬ 
quaint your Excellency with the transmission of tlie 
above imperial mark of attention expressive of his 
Highness’s satisfaction, herewith aimexed. 

“ On its reception, (please God,) and on your Lord- 
ship becoming acquainted with its tenor and motive, 
wo hope your Excellency will not refuse to act up to 
the dictates of friendship, and to fulfil the rules of the 
sincere intimacy between the two countries. Youi- 
friend, 

(L. S.) MirSTAPFA KAYMiUiAN.” 



Congratulations on the result of the war with 
Tippoo Sultaun, and the brilliant events ’ connected 
with it, poured in upon Lord Wellesley from home ;— 
“ At thig moment, iny dear Lord,” writes the Duchess 
of Gordon, with some enthusiasm, “you are the ad¬ 
miration of all Europe! May you long enjoy the 
glorious laurels you have gained, in health, happi¬ 
ness, and every domestic blessing!” Her Ladyship 
adds ;—“ I have to congratulate you uj)on your dear 
sister Lady Anne’s marriage ; she has made a choice 
all her friends approved of; I don’t know a more 
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amiable man.* Lady Momington was so good as to 
let your lovely boys come and see me when in town. 
I left your friend and mine, Le Premier,! in better 
health and spirits than I have seen him for some y(!ars. 
T spent some days at Wimbledon with the 
left with regret. I hear Lord Coniwallis tallcs with 
rapture and surprise of your noble adrainistmtion in 
India, and he is a good judge.” Lord Bunstanville 
observes, in a private letter ;—“The general joy has 
been mixed with no little astonishment, that you have 
been able, in so short a time, to destroy so formidable 
an opponent as Tippoo.” The Marquess Downshire 
says:—“ I hope you have received my former letter, 
which very faintly expressed what I felt upon the 
news of your victorious succes.s, which 1 attribute as 
much to your excellent government and management 
as to the bmverv of our troops. Lady Downshire 
joins me in all congratulations, and hourly wi.shes for 
your happine.SLS. Give my affectionate compliments to 
General Wellesley and Henry, and believe me to be 
yoim aft’ectionate friend.” The Earl of W'estraeath 
writes “ I am hapjjy, my dear Lord, in tliis oppor¬ 
tunity of offering you my most hearty congratulations 
on the brilliant success which has attended your spi¬ 
rited effort.s in India.” “ I thank you, my dear Lord,” 
remarks the Earl of Inchiquin, "for the papers you 
were so good as to order for me. Your kind remem¬ 
brance has given additional satisfaction and heartfelt 
gratification in reading the never-to-be-forgotten ac¬ 
counts of your most glorious, great, and manly exer- 


• Vide 1 -. 21. 

;}; jMr. Duudita and friends. 
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~tions in your conquests in India, executed in a manner 
. to make all your predecessors hide their diiuiuished 
heads; your acliicvemeuts liave sitenced the blackest 
and most determined oppositions.” General Cradock,^'' 
writing from Malta, says :—“ I cannot avoid any op¬ 
portunity of adding rny voice to the acclamation that 
has followed all your Lordship’s career in the East 
Indies.” “ T am happy,” siiys the Right yion. H. Van- 
sittart, “ to have this opportunity of congratulating 
your Lordship on the splendid triumphs of the British 
counsels and British arras in India.” Sir John New¬ 
port writes in a still warmer strain of admiring friend¬ 
ship ;—“My dear Lord: Many years have elapsed 
since we have met, still more since we have corre¬ 
sponded ; yet, believe me, no man has more warmly 
participated in your triumphs, or done more ample 
homage to the ability which effected them. I often 
gloried in the exertions of the friend of my youth 
in defence of our common country.” 

During the whole period of the Marquess Wellesley’s 
administration in India, he was cheered by similar 
testimonies of the approval of the most eminent 
among his contemporaries, whose good opinion, in 
some measure, alleviated the bitterness of the resent¬ 
ment and opposition of mistaken and prejudiced op¬ 
ponents. 

The following letters of Sir Alured Clarke, which are 
the last in the collection, are here added : — 



^ Lord Howden. 
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FROM SIR A. CLARKE TO THE MABQirESS WELLESLEY. 


'My dear Lori),- 


“ St. Helejia, May .'ll, 1801, 


“ I ought to apologise for troubling your Lord- 
ship with a letter, merely to acquaint you that wo 
anived at i^iis i.siaud on tlie 21st instant, when we 
had the mortification to learn that the allied fleet had 
sailed with convoy a month before, and tliat wo wore 
consequently to proceed without any, as we shall do 
to-morrow, and of course run tJie (jauntht of whatever 
may be in the way, which, under present circum¬ 
stances, is not very pleasant. 

“ I have been much amused in exploring the beau¬ 
ties of this uncommonly mountainous, yet delightfu) 
i.sland, which I have nearly traversed all over, under 
tho guidance of Major Cocks, the chief engineer, and a 
member of the government, an intelligent officer, who 
came froin hiigland a few months ago, and seems much 
interested about, and anxious to correct any errors 
in, its defences. 

“ Govcnior Brooks’s bad state of health liad obliged 
him to go home, and we found Colonel Ilobinson in 
chai’ge of the government, who has treated us with 
the utmost kindness and hospitality. One of his 
daughters is lately mariied to Captain Scott, of the 
■Bengal establishment, wffio takes this letter to your 
Lordship; and the Governor and his lady, who have 
manifested an equal desire to make our situation here 
pleasant, are so much interested in her welfare, that 
I cannot avoid gratifying them by introducing the 



joung lady and her husband to jour Lordship's fa¬ 
vourable notice. 


“An American ship, that loft Bengal throe weeks 
after us, arrived here a few days since, from which 
I leani ■with much satisfaction, that the Commander- 
in-Chief and his family arrived at Fort William on 
the 13tb of March ; and 1 have written a few lines of 
congratulation to him upon the occasion by this op¬ 
portunity. 

“ Your intelligence from Europe must be much later 
than any we have received ; it is therefore unnecessary 
for me to trouble your Lordship on that subject. 

“Pray do me the favour to make an offer of my 
compliments and best wishes to your brother the 
Oavaln/ Majo?', whose health 1 hope is quite restored ; 
and do me the honour to believe that I am, with true 
respect and regard and earnest good wislies that health 
and happiness may constantly attend you, ray dear 
Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient and most faithful 
humhlo seivant, Ali'red Claekr. 

“ P. S. Lieutenant-Colonels Clifle and Gordon beg 
me to solicit your Lordship’s acceptance of their most 
respectful compliments.” 

Ma/ifificld Street, Cavendish Square, 
March 4th, 1802. 

“iVIv DEAR Lord, 

“ Having experienced the most marked attention 
and kindness from Captain Adam Cumine In his pri¬ 
vate capacity, as well as the most vigilant and judicious 
conduct in the cave and management of his ship during 
the five months that we were making our pa.ssagc from 
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Bengal, I feel myself called upon, no leas by public 
duty than personal re,gard for that excellent officer, to 
mention him in the most favourable terms to your 
Lordship, which I beg leave to do; aud at the same 
time to assure you that I shall feel much obliged by 
any ci\ility, or kind indulgence if he should havd oc¬ 
casion to need it, that you may be good enough to 
show him. 

“ I. ha,ve tlie pleasure of seeing Lady Wellesley fre¬ 
quently, and the satisfaction to inform you that she is 
in high health, and, hoping you will not deem it im¬ 
pertinent, 1 may and must add, great beauty; lier 
charming children promise to he everything you can 
wish. I am, my Lord, with tnie respect and regard, 
your Lordship’s most obedient and very faithful humble 
servant, AtugEO Oi,arke.” 
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CIIArTER XI. 

Treaties negotintod l)y the Marquess Wellesley with various Native 
State.- ^ of Hyderabad.—Jonlousy of the Mabratta.'i*—Closer 

Alliajiee between the Nizam and the English. — Surat. — Historical 
•Sketch.—Detuh of the Naw^b.«—Negotiations with his Sueceseor.— 
Governor Puiicai) jiroceedt; from Bombay to Sural.-' Treaty concluded, 
—The Bajah of Nepaul seeks Refuge at Benare.'^.—Negotiations and 
Treaty with his Highne.ss.—Negotiations with the Court of A yii.-—^ 
Marque.'-j.'^ VV^'^llcsloy's Measures* — Flight of several ThowsaTids of 
Agrieulturi^sts from the Burmese Territory.—They take Refuge in the 
British Dominions. — Invasions of the Burinese. — Kegotmtious.— 
Peace hirnly reestablished.—Letter from Col. Symos.—I)r. P. Bu- 
ebanan^s Mission to Mysore.—Growth of Cotton in India, 

Iff addiciou to tlie subsidiary treaties with the Sou- 
bahdar of the Deccan,, the Tlajah of Tanjore, and the 
Eajah of Mysore, already negotiated and ratified by 
the Marquess Wellesley, wo are now called on to no¬ 
tice negotiations of great permanent importance to the 
stability of the East India Compan}''’^ dominions wii-h 
reference to Ava, the frontier kingdom of Nepa.ul, and 
Surat—by the Aloliammedans styled “ the gate of the 
Holy City," but frequented by many of the worshippers 
of Zoroaster, who conducted from iheuce a lucrative 
trade with the Gulfs of Persia and Arabia ; nor must 
the additional treaty of Hyderabad escape our atten¬ 
tion, The .jealous, and almost hostile, spirit with 
which tlie Mahrattas regarded our operations again,st 
Tippoo, and the conflicts with which the southern 
part of the peninsula was threatened from the weak 
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and distracted condition of the Peishwah's (jtovern- 
ment, pointed out the urgent necessity of addingi by 
every practicable naeans, to the efficiency ol the alli¬ 
ance with the Nizam ; as that became the chief, and, 
after the defection of the Peishwah, the only means of 
protecting the British possessions, and those of its 
allies, in a state of peace and tranquillity. 

Foi' the attainment of this object, it was necessary 
to add to the strength of the suhsidiary force with the 
Nizam ; and to adopt mea.sures that would secure the 
English (government against those risks, to which it 
was probable this connexion would he early exposed, 
from the weak and fluctuating councils of that Prince. 

To effect this important point, nothing seemed so 
desirable, as to commute the montlily pecuniary pay¬ 
ment of subsidy for a cession of territory. The advan¬ 
tages of such an arrangement were ra.anifold, and 
obvious. An end would undoubtedly be put, by its 
adoption, to that constant recurrence of irritation, 
which must always Ije exjiected to attend la.rgo pecu¬ 
niary payments from sordid or extravagant Courts. 
Tlie resources upon which the stipport of a lai'go Eng¬ 
lish force must depend, would be placed in the hands 
of the British Government, instead of being in tho.se of 
another state, whoso imprudence, distims, or treachery, 
might, at any critical moment, endanger the general 
safety. And the wish which, it was possible, a future 
weak or fickle administration at Hyderabad might eu- 
tortaiu, of freeing that state from a connexion, from 
which it might think it bad derived ail the benefit 
that it could expect, and the expen.se of which, conti¬ 
nued a burden upon its finances, would cease to ope- 
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rate; when it had, by a cession of temtory, paid in 
perpetuity, and by advance, for the services of the 
corps by vviiich its dominions were protected. These, 
were among the leading considerations which induced 
Lord Wellesley to enter into the negotiation with the 
Nizam.; whicli terminated in the conclusion of a new 
treaty with that Prince, bearing date the 12th of Octo¬ 
ber, koo. 

By this treaty, the British tlovemment engaged to 
pevjuit no power nor state whatever to commit with 
impunity any act of unprovoked aggression or hostility 
upon the territories of the Nizam : and to enable the 
Company to fulfil this engagement in an efficient man¬ 
ner, two battalions of sepoys, and a regiment of native 
cavalry, were permanently added to the subsidiary 
force to be maintained by the state of Hyderabad, d’o 
secure the constant and regular payment of this aug¬ 
mented force, the Nizam ceded iu perpetuity to the 
Company all the territories which he had acquired by 
the treaty of Seringapatam in 1792, and the treaty of 
Mysore in 1799. With a view of preserving a well- 
defined boundary, some changes were made in this 
cession; the Nizam retaining Kupoor, Gujunder, Ghuv, 
&c., and giving Adone, dec., in their lieu,—countries 
situated to the south of the river Toombuddrah, which, 
by this settlement, formed the boundary between the 
two states. 

In the event of war taking place between the con¬ 
tracting parties and a tliird state, the Nizam agreed, 
that the whole of the subsidiary force, except two bat¬ 
talions, wnich were to be kept near his person, were to 
be employed against the enemy ; and that the force 
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was, on sudi event, to be immediately jtdned b)? ,six 
tlioiiscaid infantry, and nine thonsaiid horse oi his tivvn 
troops.- ■ 

Tlio Nizam also agreed to enter into no- negotiation 
■^vitli other .states, without informing ami: consulting 
the Gom(iany’s Government: and the latter agreed, 
that it would: in no instance interfere witli the Nizam’s 
children, relations, or subjects ; with respect to whom 
it would always consider him absolute. 

'I’he Nizam engaged not to commit hostilities again,st 
any other state ; and, in the event of differences aris¬ 
ing between him and another power, it was stipulatoi.l, 
tliat they were to be adju.sted by the Company’s Go- 
vemment, and tl lat the Nizam Wtis to acipiicscc in the 
ju.stice of its decision. 

It was stipulated, that in the event of cither the 
T'eishwah, I’agojec, Bhon.slah, or Doulut Row Sciadiah, 
desiring to bo a party in thi.s treaty, they should be 
admitted to all its advantages. 

The revenue of the territories ceded to the Company 
by this treaty was about l,7r)8,000 of pagodas : but 
their importance, in a political and military point of 
view, was still grehter than their pecuniary value: for 
this cos.sion, while it terminated, as has been shown, 
those constant- recurring causes of irritation, to whi{,:h 
we wore subject as long a.s this payment was made in 
monthly instalments, added, from the local situation ot 
the districts, to the .security of the former possessions 
of the Company on the coast of Coromandel, and to 
those of the new state of Mysore; to both of which 
they formed a defined and good military barrier. 

it has been before stated, that the British Govern- 





iiicnt had reserved a considerable portion of the con¬ 
quered territories yf Tippoo Sultaun, to be given to 
tlic Peisliw’ab, on the condition of that Prince acceding 
to an alliance calculated to preserve the general tran¬ 
quillity . Badjerow, however, acting under the control 
of Doulut Row Scindiah, who continued with a large 
army, and almost the whole of his French brigades, at 
Poonah, rejected this equitable p/roposal ; and the re- 
sei-ved territory was shared agTeeably to the stipula¬ 
tions of the partition treaty between the English 
(.lovernnient and tl)at of Hyderabad.* 

In a dispatch to the Court of Directois, dated June, 
1800, the Marquess Wellesley mentions his intention of 
directing hi.s attention to the cinmrastanccs of Nepaul: 
“ 1 have the honour to inform your llonoiuablc Com¬ 
mittee that the Rajah Nepaul arrived at Benares on tlie 
18th ultimo, having judged it necessary to seek refuge 
in the Company’s territories from the designs wlii(‘h he 
supposed to be entertained by bis disaffected subjects 
against bis person. This Rajah had formally abdicated 
the government (about eighteen months liefore his 
flight) in favour of an infant sou ; but had continued 
to interfere occasionally in the direction of affairs. It 
appears that he had ultimately resumed the wliole 
adininistratiem of the government, and had exerci.sed 
it with a degree of rigour which had excited a general 
spirit of revolt. I liave directed my agent at Ikma re.s, 
to manilest to the Rai.ah every po.s,siblc mark of respect 
and attention, and I entertain considerable expecta¬ 
tions that 1 sliall be enabled to itnj)rovc tins oceurreuce 
to the attainment of such a dogr'oo of inthieiicc in the 
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govoniment of Nepaul, as may open the prospect of 
esta,Wishing a comniei-cial intercourse with that country 
mutually honeficial to both states.” (W the 30th of Oc¬ 
tober, th.o following treaty was negotiated by the Gover¬ 
nor-General with the Kajah of Kopaul;— 

“Whereas it is as evident as the noon-day sun to the 
enlightened understanding of exalted nobles and of 
powerful chiefs and rulers, that Almighty God has 
entrusted the protection and government of the uni¬ 
verse to the authority of princes, who make justmc 
their principle, and that by the establishment of a 
friendly connexion between them universal happiness 
and prosperity is setnred, and that the more intimate 
the relation of amity and union, the greater is the 
general tranquillity ; in consideration of these circum¬ 
stances, his Excellency the most noble the lj(tv&nor- 
Geneml Marquess Wellesley, &c. &c. and the JMaha 
Rajah have established a system of iriendsliip between 
the respective Governments of the Company and tlie 
Rajali of Kepaul, and have agreed to the following 
articles. 

•• Art. 1.—It is necessary and incumbent upon the 
primsipals and officers of the two governments con¬ 
stantly to exert themselves to improve tne ftiendship 
subsisting between the two states, and to be zealously 
and sincerely desirous of the prosperity and success of 
the goverament and subjects of both. 

“ Art. 2.—The incendiary and turbulent represon- 
talions of tlie disaffected, who are the disturbers of our 
mutual friendship, shall not be attended to, v/itliout 
investigation and j)roof. 

“ Art. 3.—'I’he luincipals and officers of both govern- 
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merits will cordially consider the friend.s and enemies 
of either state, to ho the friend,? and enemies of the 
other; and this consideration must ever remain per¬ 
manent and in force, from generation to geneiutiou. 

“ Art. 4.—If any one of the neighbouring powers of 
either state should commence any altercation or dispute, 
and do.sign, without provocatioir, unjustly to possess 
himself of the territorie.? of either country, and should 
entertain hostile intentions with the view of taking that 
country, the Vakeels on the .part of our respective 
government at either court will Mly report all par¬ 
ticulars to the head of the state, who, according to the 
obligations of friendship subsisting between the two 
.stateii, after haying heard the said particulars, will give 
whatever answer and ad ,'ice may be proper. 

“Art. 6.—Whenever any dispute of boundary and 
territory between the two countries may arise, such 
dispute shall be decided, through our respective Vakeels 
or our officers, according to the principles of justice 
and right; and a land-mark .shall be placed upon the 
said boundary, and which shall constantly remain, that 
the officers, both now and hereafter, may consider it as 
a guide, and not make any encroachment. 

“ Art. 6.*—Such places as are upon the frontiers of 
the dominions of the Nabob Vizier and of Nepaul, and 
respecting which any dispute may arise, such di.spute 
shall he settled by the mediation of the Vakeel on the 
part of the Company, in the presence of one from, the 
Nepaul Qovernment, and one from his Excellency the 
Vizier. 

“ Art. 7.—So many elephants, on account of Ma- 
nickpoor, arc annually sent to the Company by the 





Rajali of jN'epaul, ami therefore the Goveruor-Goneral, 
with a view of promoting th©; satisfaction of the Rajah 
of Nepaul, and in consideration of the improved friendly 
connexion and of this new treaty, relinquishes and fore¬ 
goes the tribute above mentioned, and directs that the 
oflicers of the Company, both now and hereafter, from 
generation to genen tion, shall uevei’, during the con¬ 
tinuance of the engagement contracted by this treaty 
(so long as the conditions of this treaty shall be in 
force), exact the elephants from the Rajah, 

“ Art. 8. —If any of the dependants or inhabitants 
of either country should fly and take refuge iu the 
other, aud a requisition should be made for such per¬ 
sons, on the part of the Nepaul Government, by its 
constituted. Vakeel in attendance on the Governor- 
General, or on the part of the Company’s Government, 
by its representative residing at Nepaul, it is, in this 
case, mutually }igree<i, that if such person slmuld have 
fled after tnuisgresring the laws of his governmont, it is 
incumbent upon tlie principals of both governments 
immediately to deliver him up to the Vakeel at their 
respective courts, that ho may be sent in perfect secu¬ 
rity to the frontiers of their respective territories. 

“ Art. 9.—-The Maha Rajah of Nepaul agrees, that a 
Perguiinah, with al’i the lauds attached to it, excsptuig 
privileged lauds and those appropriated to religious 
purposes and to Jaggeers, &c. which are specified sepa¬ 
rately in the account of coUectioms, shall be given up to 
Samee Jeo, for his expenses, as a present. The con¬ 
ditions, with respect to Samee Jeo,'^ are, that if he 
should remain at Benares, or at any other place within 

• The Ex-Kajah of Nepaul. 



Iho Oompany’s provinces, and should spontnueously 
iarm liis Jaggeer to the officers of Nepaul, in that 
event the amount of collections shall be punctually 
j)aid to him, agieeably to certain kists which niaj' be 
hereafter settled; tiiat he may appropriate the same to 
his necemiy expenses, and that ho may continue in 
religious abstraction, according to his agreement, wliich 
he had engraved on brass, at the time of his abdication 
of the Raj,*'^ and of his resigning it in my favour. 
Again, in the event of his establishing his residence 
in his Jaggeer, and of his realizing the collections 
through his own officers, it is proper that he should 
not keep such a one and other disaffected persons in 
his service; and besides one hundred men and maid 
servants, &ci he must not entertain any persons as 
soldiers, with a view to the collection of the revenue of 
the Pergunnah ; and to the protection of his j,)erson ho 
may take two hundred soldiers of the forces of the 
Nepaul Government, the allowances of wlunn shall be 
paid by the Rajoh of Ncpanl. Ho must be cautious, 
also, of commencing altercation, either by speech or 
writing ; neither must he give protection to the rebel¬ 
lious and fugitives of the Nepaul country, nor mixst he 
commit plunder and devastation upon the subjects of 
Nepaui. In the event of such delinquency being {»rovod, 
to the satisfaction of the two governments, the aid and 
protection of the Company shall be withdrawn from 
lum ; and in that event, also, it shall be at the option 
of the Rajak of Nepaul, whether or not he wdl con¬ 
fiscate his Jaggeer. 

“ The Maha Rajah also agrees on his part, that if 
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Saiueo Jeo skmld tak<j' xijv his residiMCa within the 
Company’s proviiicos, and sboxxld tami out his laud to 
the officers oi Fepaul, and that the kists should not be 
paid according to agreement, or that he should fix his 
residence on his Jaggeei, and any of the inhabitants of 
Nepaul should give him or the .Ryots of Ms Pergunnah 
any molestation, a requisition shall be made by the 
(iovernor-General and the Company, on this subject, to 
tlfo Rajah. The Governor-deneral is security for the 
Rajah’s perfonnanco of this condition, and the dyiaha 
Raja will immediately acquit himself of the requisition 
of the Governor-General, agreeably to what is above 
written. If any profits should arise in the collection 
of the said Pergx.innab, in consequence of the, activity 
of the officers, or any defalcation occurs from their in- 
attention, in either case, the Rajah of Nepaul will be 
totally unconcerned. 

“Art. 10.—With a view of carrying into effect the 
diflerent objects contained in this treaty, and of pro¬ 
moting other verbal negotiation, the Governor-Gonoral 
and the Rajah of Nepaul, under the impulse of their 
will and pleasure, depute a confidential person to each 
other as Vakeel, that remaining in attendance upon 
their respective governments, they may effect the olyecte 
above specified, and promote whatever may tend to the 
daily impjroveinent of the fidendshipt subsisting between 
the two states. 

“ Art. 11.—-It is incumbent upon the principals and 
officer-s of the two states, that they should n:ianife.st the 
regard and respect to the Vakeel of each other’s govern¬ 
ment, which is due to tlieir rank, and is proscribed by 
the laws of nations ; and that they should endeavour, 
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to tlie utmost of tlioif power, to advance auy object 
which they may propose, and to promote their ease, 
comfort, and satisfaction, by extending protection to 
them; which circumstaiices are calculated to improve 
the friendship subsisting between the two governments, 
and to illustrate the good name of both states through¬ 
out the universe. 

“ Art. 13.—It is incumbent upon the Vake(5ls of 
both states, that they should hold no intercourse what¬ 
ever with any of the subjects or inhabitants of the 
country, excepting with the officers of governMiont, 
without the permission of those officers; neither should 
they cany on any corvespondenco with any of them ; 
and if they should receive any letter or writing from 
any such people, they should not rmswer it without 
the knowledge of the head of the state, and accpiaiat- 
ing him’of the particulars wliich will dispel all appro- 
hea.sion or doubt between us, and manifest the sincerity 
of our friendship. 

“ Art. 13.—-It i.9 incumbent upon the principals and 
officer.; mutually to abide by the spirit o? thi.s treaty, 
which is now drawn out according to their fa.ith and 
religion, and deeming it in force from generation to 
generation, that they should not dev,iate from it: and 
;niy person who may transgress against it, will be 
punished by Almighty Clod, both in tliis world and in a 
future state. 


(A true traiislationO 


C. lluSSKLb, 

Assistant Persian T.ianslutoir.” 
Ktttificcl by the Govern or-General and Council, 

‘‘ 30tii October, 1801 
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' lu 1798, Avhile engaged in preparations against 
Tippoo Sultauu, and endeavouring to disarm the French 
corps of 14,000 men in the seiTice of the Nizam, the 
GovoiTior-Ooneral opened communications with the 
Peishwah, in the huge of hringing that Maliratta 
prince into closer relations with the (iovornment oi 
Fort William. The Court of Pooiiah, howevoiv de¬ 
clined the overtures of the British resident; —- cau- 
tiomsl/ waiting the result of the attack oh Seringa- 
patam, and probably resolved to side with the Sul- 
taun in the event of his being victorious, or on the 
arrival of the French succours. Into the memorable 
proceedings respecting the Mahratta empire, which led 
to th ,) splendid military achievements of “ Lake,” *'’• 
and “ General Wellc.sley,” we shall have o^icasion to 
enter at length in another part of these volumes. 

The treaty with the Nabob of Surat wa.s con- 
cludeil on the 13th of May, 1801. After the con¬ 
quest of'- Hiudostau by the Moharainodans, Surat was 
the chief port at which they embarked on their 
pilgrimage to Mecca. When the European.s first dt.s- 
covered the passage by the Capo of Good Hope, it 
was the gieate.st place of maritime commerce on the 
continent of India ; being in immediate cominunication 
witii tlie richest provinces in the Mogul empire, and. 
conveniently situated for .trading, not only with the 
western coast of that continent, but with the Gulfs ot 
Persia and Arabia. The Portuguese were the first Eu¬ 
ropeans that reached the western coast of iiidia by sea. 
after establishing themselves at Calicut, Goa, and 
Damaun, they began to trade with Surat, about 1581. 

* Gcnerul, ufrerWinds Lord Lake. 






(n 1603 Mr. MMdetihall, a Loiiclon mercihant, reaf-hcd 
Agraj and, in 1 GOG, obtained an ample grant of com¬ 
mercial privileges by a, lirtiiauii. from tbe Emperor 
Johanghir. In IGIO Sir fleriiy Middleton, on pro¬ 
ceeding to Stirat, found some Portuguese ships ready to 
oppose Mw, and was therefore obliged to fight for our 
first tiifling trade with the iidiabitants of Ilindostan; 
ajid this was the coinnienccinent of a series ol actions 
fought with the Portuguese by Captain Best in IGlil 
ami 1G13, and iiy Captain Dowuton in 1614, in all of 
ivhiclv the English were' successful. The consequence 
of these successes was, tha,t a factory’was established 
at Surat, by treaty with the Governor of Ahinedabad, 
in December, 1613, and confirmed by an imperial fir- 
raaun in 1613. The Dutch also came to Surat about 
this time, and became powerful rivals to the English, 
as well as to the Portuguese : they carried on a thriv¬ 
ing trade for about a century. The French wore long 
after the Dutch and English in trading to Surat; and 
thoi.gh they had a factory there, they never prospered, 
and at la.st abandoned it without paying their debts. 
In 161.6 i^ir Thomas Koe landed at Surat, whence ho 
proceeded to the Emperor at Agra, and obtained grants 
for the establishment of factories at Surat, Cambay, 
aud elsewhere. Surat now became the chief station of 
the Eiist India Company on the west coast of India. 
In 163-6, however, a rival association was formed in 
England, at the head of which was Sir William Courten, 
one of whose shins seized and plundered two native 
junks belonging to Surat and Diu. lu reprisal, the 
president aud council were imprisoned by the Moham¬ 
medan Governor of Surat (tlie Nawab), and the pro- 
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perky of the factoi’j was confiscated. Though the fac¬ 
tory was soon afterwards reestablished, the English 
trade continued in a declining state. In'January, 
1604, Sevajee, the founder of the Mahratta power, 
made a predatory attack on Surat. The inhabitants 
fled into the country, and the Naw.ab shut himself up 
in his castle. Sevajee proceeded to plunder the city, 
and at the same time invested the castle, and de¬ 
manded the surrender of the factory. Sir George 
Oxonden was then the chief of the English factory. 
Sir George’s answer to Sovajee’s demand was:—We 
are hero on purpo.so to maintain the house to the 
death of tlie last man, and therefore delay not your 
coming upon us.” Sir George called in the aid of the 
ships’ crews: they made sorties with such gallantry as 
to prevent Sevajee from plundering the p?irt of the 
town in which the English factory was situated, and he 
soon after retired. The Nawd,b pre,seated Sir George 
with a Kclaut, and recommended the interests of 
the Company to Aurungzebe witii such olTect, that 
the Emperor, by a firmaun, remitted the customs at 
Surat to all merchants for one year, and granted a 
perpetual remission of a part of the duties to the Eng¬ 
lish in particular. Surat continued to be the chief 
seat of government, under the .East India Oompamy, 
till 168(>, when it was removed to Bombay. In 1787, 
the conduct of Sir John Child having exasperated 
Aurungzebe, the factories at Surat, Bombay, and other 
places were seized ; hut after making submission, they 
w'crc restored. Sui’at was fined 1 oO.OOO rupees. The 
city was afterwards partially pillaged by the Mahrat- 
tas more than once, and the Nawab was obliged to 



pay them an aimual trilnite, or chout» The expense 
which the Britisli incurred byiuaintaming the defences 
of the cafetle of Surat exceeded the allowance snade by 
the Jl awah for its support ; and the English authorities 
were desirous of having part of the Nawab’s disorderly- 
troops disbanded and the revenue increased so aS; to 
inaiutain three local battalions. Tn 1.799 -while the 
negotiation was ponding the Nawal.) died , leaving an 
infant son and a brother, who claimed the throne. 
The dispute in the succession afforded the Government 
a plea for interference, and by the active exertions of 
Mr. Governor Duncan, who proceeded from Bombay to 
Surat, the follomng treaty, drawn up by the Marquess 
Welhjsiey was finally agreed upon :— 

Articles of Agreement between the Ilonoux-^ihle East 
India Company and their successors, and the Nabob 
Nasur-ud-Deen-.Khan, &c., &c., and his heirs and 
.successors, for the better administration of the Go¬ 
vernment of the city of iSurat and its dependencies. 

“ Whereas the Honourable Englisli East India Com¬ 
pany have been subjected to a heavy expense for the 
protection of the city of Surat, and whereas the exist¬ 
ing sy.stem of internal government in the sai<l city has 
been found inadequate to the pr-otection of the persons 
and property of the inhabitants ; and whereas the 
Right Honom-able the Earl of Mornington, Governor- 
General of the British Possessions in India, and the 
Nabob Nasur-ud-Deen, &c. are mutually desiroas of 
providing more effectually for the external defence of 
the city of Surat, and for the security, ease, and hap¬ 
piness of the inhabitants ; the folio-wing articles of 
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agreement are concluded on behalf of the Honouixible 
Engli>sh Eafjt India Company and their successors, by 
tlic Honourable Jonathan Duncan, Govern or of Bombay, 
vested with full powers, for that purpose, by the said 
Governor-General on the one part, and bjf the Nabob 
Nasur-ul - Deen, and his heirs and successors, on the 
other part. 

■ “Art. 1. —The friendship subsisting between the 
Honourablo English Company and the Nabob Nasur- 
ul-Deen Khan, &c. &c. is hereby strengthened and con¬ 
firmed, and the friends and the enemies of one shall be 
considered to be the friends and enemies of the other. 

“Art. 2. — The Nabob Nasur-ul-Deen agrees, that the 
management and collection of the revenues of the city 
of Surat, and of the territories, p]ace.s, and other dei'cn - 
dcucies thereof, the administration of civil and criminal 
justice, and generally the W'hole civil and military 
government of the said city and its dependencies, shall 
be vested for ever, entii’cly and exclusively, in the 
honourable English Company. 

“Art. 3.— It is agreed that the Nabob shall bo treated 
on all occasions with the stime rospect and distinction 
as his predecc.ssors. 

“Art. 4.—The English Company agree to pay to the 
Nabob Nasur-ul-Dcen and his heirs, out of the revenues 
of Eurat and its dependencies, in four equal quarterly 
pajuuents, one lac of rupees annually, wliich shall be 
considered to bo the first chai:ge paj able from the said 
revenues. The Company also engage to pay to the 
.said Nabob and his heirs, in addition to the above- 
nientionccMac of rupees, a proportion of one fifth part 
of the annual revenues now ari.sing, or wduch may hero- 
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after arise, from the said city and its dependencies, 
after deducting the said lac of rupees, the sum payable 
to the Mahrattas and the charges of collection. The 
residue of the revenues, after the foregoing dcductious, 
shall be at the disjjosal of the said Company. 

“Art. 5 .-—In order that the Nabob may at all times 
have full satisfaction, in re.spect to the revenues of 
8urat and its dependencies, ho, the said Ivabob, shtill 
be at liberty to inspect all the accounts thereof, iroin 
time to time, or to station a vakeel, or accountant, at 
his own expense, in all or any of the offices of collec¬ 
tion, for the purpose of taking and transmitting to Ids 
Excellency copies of all or any of the accounts of the 
said revenues. 

“Art. 6.—Courts shall be established for the due ad¬ 
ministration of civil and criminal justice ; which courts, 
agreeably to the stipulations in the second article, shall 
1)6 under the sole authority of the English East India 
Company. The said court shall be compo.sed of 
officers to be appointed by the Governor in council of 
Bombay for the time oeing, and shall be conducted 
according to such ordinances and regulations (framed 
with a due regal'd to the existing laws and usages of 
the country) as shall, from time to time, be published 
by the said Governor in council. 

“Art. 7.—In complaints brought before the courts of 
justice, iu which it shall appear, either by the applica¬ 
tion of the Nabob, or the representation of the defen¬ 
dant, at or before the time of giving iu his or her 
answer, or by the jietition of tile complainant, that 
both parties are relations or servants of the Nabob, it 
is agreed, that such parties sha,ll, in the first instance, 
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be refeinred for justice to the Nabob, or to any person 
he may a|<point to dispense it. Any corapkiiit against 
the relations or iiaraediate servants of the Nabob, by 
persons t>f a difl'erent de.scj. iption, shall, in the lirst; iu- 
stunce, be made to the chief civil servant of Surat, who 
.shall refer it to the Nabob, who hereby engages to 
order au immediate investigation to be mads, or in 
case the parties should desire it, to order the di.sputcs 
to be referred to fi proper aiiutration, the Nabob en¬ 
gaging to bring it to a direct issue, and to carry the 
sentence or award, if unfavourable to his relation or 
servant, into immediate execution. 

“ By order of the Right Honourable the Govevnor-Ge- 
mu’al in council. 

((Signed). “G. 11. Barlow,” 

Chief Secretary to the Govclnmont.** 

In the Marquess Wellesley’s correspondence with 
Sir Alured Clarke, the hostile demonsti-ations of the 
Burmese are more than once referred to. In a 
dispatch, June 1800, his Lordship mentioned to the 
Court of Directors the steps he had taken in con¬ 
sequence. “ Captain Hill returned from his mission 
to Arrat'an in the mouth of May last. He wa.s soon 
followed by au ambassador from thence in pursuance 
of orders from the Ring of Ava. I hare lately 
dismissed this ambassador with such explanations 
and assurance.s with regard to the emigrauts from 
Arracan as J trust will .satisfy the Court of Ava, and 
contribute to maintain the harmony subsisting between 
the two Goverumontsf’ The Mughs, an agiiculturai 
race settled in Arraoau, being subjected to the roost 



cruel oppression and bondage by the Burmese, bini- 
grated in thousands, in the years 17P7 and 1798, to 
the district of Chittagong, where many of their brethren 
had found refuge, and experienced the tratupil blessings 
of British rule. 'I’ho Bunnese, animated with the 
spirit of the Pharaoh who pursued the children of Israel 
under pretty similar circumstances, invaded the British 
territory for the purpose of bringing back the ciiii- 
gi'ants :—this invasion produced the hostilities and 
negotiations alluded to. In 1798 nearly 30,000 of 
theso wretched beings sought safety in the English ter¬ 
ritory. The fugitives were to be seen Hying throiigh 
the wdlds and clesorls without any preconcerted plan, 
numbers dying from want, famine, and fatigue. The 
road to the Naaf river~the boundary between the 
English and Burmau territories—was strewed with the 
bodies of the aged, and of women and infants who 
perished on the journey. 

I autieijate,” says Captain Cox, “ the sensations of 
the Honourable Hoard on perusing this statement, so 
afflicting to humanity ; and I dismiss all fear of being 
deemed improperly importunate in earnestly entreating 
their early decision on the means of terminating the 
sufferings of the emigrants. The good of the state de¬ 
mands the encouragement of cultivation in this fair, 
fertile, and hitherto neglected district. I am decidedly 
of G])inion that the whole of the emigrants should bo 
settled together : collected, they will materially assist 
and comfort each other ; they may more easily be pro¬ 
tected from the injuries to which their ignorance ex¬ 
poses tltem. Governed by their own la^fr^ and customs, 
they will soon be naturaliised to the soil, increa.se 
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rapidly in streugtli and numbers, and become a useful 
and flourisliing colony ; while, if dispersed,, individuals, 
indeed, might derive temporary benefit, but the ma¬ 
jority would probably drag’ out a wretched, vagabond 
life, and, at no distant period, become extinct. 

“ 'I’hc situation which 1 should recommend lor their 
settlement is the district between the Mars Callis or 
Kamoo river, and the Naaf. My reasons for this choice 
ai’e as follows :— 

1st.—Tlie emigrants themselves prefer it. 

« 2nd.-^The lands are almost entirely unoccupied, 
and nearly free of legal claims, so that their .settlement 
on them will be less difDcult or expensive. 

“ 3rd.—They are, for the most part, under forest, 
and being so remote a frontier, hitlierto subject to in¬ 
cursions of an active and audacious enemy, no other 
description of persons would choose to undertake the 


arduous task of clearing them. 


“ 4th.—The former refugees, being already settled 
on the borders of this district, will render material as- 
si.‘'tauco to this infant colony. 

“ 5th.—The vicinity of the sea, and three navigable 
rivers, will prove an abundant resource in the article 
of provisions, as the natives of Arracau are very expert 
fishermen. 

« Oth.—The great, and indeed the only, objection 
that I know of to the settling of the emigiunts in this 
district is, that it will be an eternal cause of jealousy 
to their former masters, and that their predatory incur¬ 
sions into Arracan may provoke an inextingu'shable 
rupture with the Burraah Government. 

“ In I'cspect to the first branch of this objection, I 
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have to reply that the rupture was not of our seeking, 
and humanity has already decided the clioice of our 
alteruatiA’e. In respect to the second, as»suredly every 
irregularity may be prevented by the establishment of 
a proper post on the JSaaf, and the vigilant administra¬ 
tion of the person who may be appointed to govern 
this district.’' 

In 1802 Marquess Wellesley sent Lieutenant-Colonel 
Symes as arnhas.sador to ttlh Court of Ava; a strong 
force being at the same time posted on the frontier of 
Cliittagong. Confidence was restored ; the Burmese 
became satisfied of the friendly dispo.sition of the 
British Government, and peace was permanently re¬ 
stored. 


FROM COnOWEL SYMES TO CAPTAIY MERRICK SlIAWE, 
PRIVATE SECRETARY TO MARQUESS WELLES EE Y. 

(Private.) 

“ 19th April, 1803. 

'! Dear. Shawe, 

“I request you will present the accompanyiug 
papers and letters to Lord Wellesley, and signify his 
Lordship’s pleasure to me. 

“ I by no means think it of material consequence to 
send any thing to these people;* they have cost us 
a great deal too much already but it may be worth 
while by a trifle to keep them in good humour for a 
short time longer. 

“ I am de.sirous of sending the Viceroy of Pegu a 
present of some fine otto of roses and cloth, black or 
red oil one side and white on the other, for which he 


* The royal family of A va. 
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expressed a wish ; he will desire to pay for what I may 
send, which I would not admit of under any circurn- 
staimes.-—royffl/ family never pay for anythiny. 

“.[have been confined to the house since the day I 
hist dined with Lord Wellesley ,--! ani better;, but much 
reduced by medieino. 

“ Take care of the picture and the Burmese list. I 
send a drawing of a hairy-faced Burmese boy, executed 
by' a Burmese; the hearf is an exact resemblance. 
Show it to Lord Wellesley, but do not lose it. Yours 
sincerely. “ M. Symbs/’ 

Scarcely had the conquest of Mysoi'e teen achieved 
and a subsidiary trenty adjusted with the new goveru- 
inont, tlian Lord Wellesley with that decision and 
promptitude which characterised his administration, 
and so remarkably influenced the conduct of tlio war, 
determined on exploring the resources and the genoi'al 
condition of tiie allied and ceded countries with a view 
to the improvement of both. Dr. Francis Buchanan, 
M. D., F. !l. S., was tlie person selected for this im¬ 
portant mi.w3ion. In the Gtovemor-General’s instruc¬ 
tions, dated 24th of Fehniary, 1800, the attention 
of Dr. Buchanan was directed to the agriculture of 
the country, as the first and great essential object 
of his journey. The different kinds of esculent 
vegetables, the modes of cultivation, and machinery 
adopted for watering the grounds; the different breeds 
of cattle, the extent and tenures of the farms, aud the 
iisual j)rice of labour; the cultivation and the prepa¬ 
ration of cotton, peppei’j saudal-wood, cardamums, and 
the means by’ wltich the.se may he extended, the state 





of uiaimiactures and manufacturers^ the cliittate and 
seasons of Mysoj'e ; and lastly, the general condition of 
the inhabitants with respect to food, clothing and habi¬ 
tations, as well as the suhclivision of castes and tribes 
prevalent among them. It was stated by his Lordship 
that the information expected to result from this inves¬ 
tigation, might not only prove advantageous to Mysore 
itself^ but that a Goraparison with the situation of other 
parts of the Compan/s terriWies m those particulars 
might eventually lead to improvements in agricultuie 
there also, and open channels of commerce hitherto 
unexplored. 

The result of the Rev. Dr. Buchanan’s researches 
were [nxblished in lB07, in a work of which the follow¬ 
ing is the title, which indicates the whole scope of the 
publication :—“ A journey front Madras, thnnigh the 
countries of Mysore, Ganara, and Malabar, pfjrforniod 
under the orders of the Most hToblo tlie Marquess of 
Wellesley, Governor-General of India, for the X^press 
purpose of investigating the state of agriculture, arts, 
and commerce; the religion, manners and customs; 
the history, natural and civil; and the antiquities in 
the dominions of the Rajah of Mysore, and the coun¬ 
tries acf(uired by the Honourable East India Gompany 
in the late and former wars from Tippoo Sultaun.” 

The importance to Great Britain of promoting the 
growth of cotton in British India had not escaped 
the sagacious mind of tlie Marquess M ellesley. He 
was anxious to obtain tho fullest information respect¬ 
ing the capabilities of the soil, the extent to which 
tho cultivation of the cotton jilant was carried in My¬ 
sore and other parts of the Indian peninsula, the mode * 
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of cAiltiire, preparation, &c. ; in tho hope that England 
would ultimately derive a large supply of cotton from 
her Asiatic dominions. Nearly half a century has 
elapsed since the .Marquess Wellesley directed Dr. 
Francis Buchanan’s attention to this subject, and still 
little has been done to extend the growth of cotton in 
British India. England, -it has been stated, pays to 
the United States of America, for cotton, the enormoirs 
suD". of fifteen millions sterling everg year. Every 
man who washes well to his conntry and to the 
human kind, must desire to see friendly and frater¬ 
nal intercourse—- 


Free lus the winds and chainlcss as the sea*' 


maintained between Great Britain and the Anglo-Saxon 
Republic in the New World ; but it cannot be sound 
policy to allow ourselves to he utterly dependant upon 
a foreign state for an essential article, which our own 
(,erritorie,s are niuiucstionably capable of i>roducing. 
Beside, tlie neglect of the cotton plant in India indi¬ 
rectly compels the English nation to propup the in¬ 
stitution of slavery in America,—“ the vilest that ever 
saw the sun.”* 


John Wcsley^s words on his death-bed.*^ 
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CHAPTER XXL 

Free Trade.—Observations on the General Qnestion.-r-Lord Wellesley^iJ 
Measures respecting the Trade of* India. — Hostility excited against 
blnn—Soundness of his View.—Adnin Smith’s Theories.—The Con¬ 
troversies ended in 1832.—Statement of the Question of the Private 
Trade of -India, hy Mr. Udny, in a ‘Minute to Marquess AVellesley.*—. 
His Lordship’s Anxiety on tlie Subject. — Letter to Lord Castkreagh 
respecting Mr, Udny and the Question of Private Trade. 

Freedom is the life of trade; monopoly its bane. 
These propositions, if viewed as abstract questions by 
men unswayed by party prepossessions, or the bias of 
self-interest, guided solely by the light of reason and 
the principles of justice, would be regarded as econo¬ 
mical axioms, the truth of which was self-evident. It 
was intended by the Great Author of our being, that 
nations should freely exchange their commodities with 
each other ; the liberty of commerce is based upon 
the law of nature. England does not produce cotton, 
sugur, tea, oranges, &c.; but it is peculiarly adajrtod 
by its geographical position, its mineral wealth, its 
geological formation, and the habits of its population, 
to produce manufactured articles better and cheaper 
than the countries where those commodities grow; wo 
supply our wants by means of exchange, tr-alfic, com¬ 
merce ; nature itself suggests intercourse between king¬ 
doms ; it has prepared the great deep as a highway for 
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trade ; for thougli the aecms to keep different 
countries separate, it in reality facilitates the inter¬ 
course of man and man, and enables us to ti’ansfer tlie 
most bulky articles from one hemisphere to another! 
Any interference "with the liberty of trading either by 
restrictions in peace or blockades in time of hostilities, 
are abnegations of the common rights of mankind, and 
the amis prohandi must always rest on those who place 
fetters upon the freedom of action to justify such an 
infraction of inherent rights, and such restraints on 
natural liberty. However prepossessed a man may be 
in favour of existing systems, it is probable that he 
would not withhold his assent from a broad proposition 
for the establishment of one uniform, comprelietisive, and 
general system of unfettered rtaile among all the nations 
of the earth. He sees a restrictive system in the adjoin¬ 
ing kingdom; he does not think it fair to give that 
country an advantage it ivill not reciprocate ; he there- 
foi'e retaliates by a restrictive tariff. .But if it wore 
possible to begin de novo, and arrange in a convention 
of all the maritime and commercial nations under 
heaven one gi’and system of trade, which should be con¬ 
structed on the most rational principles,—if he had no 
fears for existing interests, that grew up under a 
gigantic blockade that e.nciTcled the globe, would he 
for prohibitions, monopolies, or protections 1— 

^ “ If there were only land botwear this and America, we shbtild have 
no cotton ; for the carrhigo of it by land ’rtiould coat m-ore than it ia 
worth. Think how many liorsea would be wautetl to draw sucii a load as 
comes in one ship ; and they rnn.^t cut and rest on ihoir jonmey. But 
the winds are the horses which carry the dhp alon^ ; ami they cost us 
nothing but lo spread a sail.*^— An:hbishop Whatehj, 



No I let all cxclmrjge with all 
I’llgood which freights tins fofKlfnl ball! 

Then will the striie of millions cease ; 

For Free Exchange is Peace I is Peace ! *’ 

The controversies in which the Marquess Wellesley 
found himself involved by his measures respecting the 
trade of India, have lost much of their interest since 
the abolition of the East India Company's monopolies, 
and the general recognition, in our own day, of the 
piinciples of commercial liberty ; but it cannot be un- 
instructive to mark the career of tlie cause of free 
trade which then commenced a struggle with monopoly, 
which issued in the victory of 1832, and prepared the 
public miml for subsequent economical changes of the 
s£unc liberal character. The great work of Adam Smith * 
was attracting attention about the time when Lord 
Wellesley entered upon public life ; and there can be 
no doubt that his Lordship’s views were iniluenced by 
the lucid reasonings and demonstrations of that ad¬ 
mirable writer. Lord Wellesley proposed a very mode¬ 
rate reform of the restrictive system of the East India 
Company; but ho was at once assailed with every 
species of obloquy, and accused of designs against the 
very existence of the Company ; —designs which it may 
hero be stated, once for all, Ids Lordship never had 
hai’houred. The nature of the Govemor-Geneml’s 
plans will be understood by the following minute drawn 
up by the Honourable G. Udny, a member of the coun¬ 
cil', at the request of his Excellency, on the loth of 
September, 1800 :— 

• “ Wealth of Nations;' 17S4. 
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“ I beg leave to offer, wi1,h diffidence, fsorae obser¬ 
vations upon tlie letter from Mr. Dumlaa to the chair¬ 
man of the Court of Directors, which your Lordship put 
into my hands- 

“ That the trade to be carried on by the East India 
Company must bo limited by the extent of their cfipi- 
tal; that this capital cannot embrace the whole trade 
of India, tliat of the remainder foreigners should parti¬ 
cipate in no greater degree than to the extent of their 
own caj)itals ; and tliat the fortunes of the Company’s 
servants resident in India should, by means of this 
trade, bo carried to England, in the manner most bene¬ 
ficial to their interests and to that of the mother 
country, where it is desirable that all that cajiital 
should ultimately settle, are positions established in this 
letter. 

“ In arguing on the fittest mode of conducting this 
traile, Mr. Dundas appears to consider it merely as a 
vehicle for conveying to England the fortunes of the 
Company’s seivatits in India. But it may be shown 
that this is not strictly the case. The largest portion 
of the community of British India, viz. the servants of 
the Comjiany in the military, judicial, and revenue 
lines (in Bengal at least), are prohibited from trade : of 
their servants who engage in it, trade is for a .series of 
years carried on with a view first to acquire a fortune, 
and only ultimately does it serve, and that perhaps but 
in paid, for the remittance of it. 

“ The great channels of remittance for fortunes ac- 
(luired in India are of late years, 

•‘ I. By bills of exchange granted by the different 
governments of India on the Court of Directors, or by 
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loan to the Oompan}” in India, payable \ 
of their term, in England. 

2. By bills drawn by the mercantile houses at? the 
different presidencies upon consignments of goods made 
by them to England, on their own proper account, or 
by tlie bills of their constituents, whether servants of 
the Company, traders, or free merchants or others out 
of the Company’s employ, upon similar consignments of 
goo'ls made on their behalf. 

A great part of the capital of British subjects resi¬ 
dent in India tlius employed in the provision of goods 
for the purpose of consignment to England, is not that 
the produce of them may remain there, but that it may 
again be brought back to this country to be reinvested 
in the trade of it. 

Mercantile houses also employ not only their own 
capital in this trade, but tlie capitals of the hoases of 
agency with whom they are connected in England, and 
some capital boiTowed from thence. 

“ With respect to the mode in which the provision of 
goods in India for this trade should be made, Air. Dun- 
das lays it down as his settled opinion, ‘ that no agent 
should be employed in India or permitted to reside 
there, except with the licence of the East India Com¬ 
pany, subject to the control of such regulations as the 
habits, prejudices, and trade of tlie country may render 
expedient, from this decisive circumstance, in addition 
to every other consideration, that the tolerance of un¬ 
licensed adventurers would lead to colonization ol the 
worst kind, tending to undermine the pemaiience of 
the British power and preeminence in India.’ This un¬ 
questionably is the prime object to be kept in view, 
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and to which al! others must be made subservient. 
The restrictions now in force, both with respect to per¬ 
sons coming to and residing :u India, appear in the 
highest degree salutJiry and proper, SIorGhants procure 
all the goods they want from the places of their manu¬ 
facture ill the interior of the country, ei ther through 
tlie O'cnnpany's servants, or by licensed traders residing 
there, or through the niediutn of native agents. 

“In this regulated way all British subjects (under no 
prohibition) may participate in the trade ; and ’vliatever 
may he the speculative fancies of somo men upon a 
more unrestrained order of things, dissatisfaction is 
rarely expressed with that which now prevails. No 
change therefore, in this resiiect, SGem,s to be either 
desired or required. 

“ AVc never how of difficulty in procuring good.s, 
hut complaints are frequent of the want of proper con¬ 
veyance for them to England after they are provided. 
This is certaluly a grievance of no .small moment to the 
merchant who wishes to act an honest part, and to con- 
fomi to established regulations. With money in his 
hands, and with a desire to specidate in the purchase of 
goods for the English market, he is afraid to lay his 
money out, because either he may be di.sappointed in 
getting tonnage for the conveyance of it at all, or he 
may in the cu.sLomary distribution of law tonnage 
amongst the several claimants, obtain only part of what 
ho wauts; or supposing him to be successful as to 
quantity, the rate of freiglit required by the Company 
may be so tiigh as to preclude all expectation of profit 
(the only incentive to speculation), by the consignment 
of the description of goods he may wish to send. If 
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ho trades at all, therefore, he most do it to evident dis¬ 
advantage, with this ailditional mortification, to see 
foreigners dealing in the saruo' articles, and able, from 
the advantages they possess, to overbid hini in the 
market here, and nndci-sell him in tliat of Europe. 

“ Of the 3,000 tons allotted by law for the annual 
eonvoyance of the goods of individuals from all parts 
of India to England, the other presidencies have in rely 
applied for their proportions; and the whole tonnage has, 
with the exception of one year, been inadeouatc to the 
supply of llengal alone. 

“ The tonnage which has been occupied with Itengal 
private goods since the Act of Parliament of 1793 has 
had efiect boro, is as follows:— 

“In 1794-5—2,473 tons; 1795-0—5,346 do.; 
17()G-7^-4,669 do. ; 1797-8—.3,787 do.; 1798-9— 
6,223 do.; 179.0-1800—7,748 do, 

“ Qlirough the libei-ality of your Lord.$hip in grant¬ 
ing a facility to the trade in 1798-9 by pormitting 
ships to be hired by the Company, and afterwards relet 
to their owners, they settling with the shippers of 
goods for cargo and freight, the accommodation and the 
satisfaction to both parties were very great, Tliough 
this indulgence was discontinued last season, yet the, 
amount of tonnage appUed for by individuals was 
granted to the extent of the shipping which could be 
hired foi‘ the purpose. The tonnage occupied in 

1798- 9 exceeds that of the four preceding years, and 

1799- 1 800 exhibits a further considerable increase.. 
I have understood that the merchants adventured more 
largely last year in the pureijase of goods for Europe, 
under the idea that the facilities of 1798 would have 
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been continued to tliom. Bj being penriHtod to make 
tfieir own terms with the shippers of goods, the ship¬ 
owners are enabled perfectly to assort their cargoes, to 
fill their ships in the most advantageous manner and at 
the most convenient times. They are freed from the 
loss which they are subject to under the present system 
from the delay which occurs in the i)aymeut of their 
freight and the settlement of their accounts in England 
by the Company (of which they complain heavily), and 
thus they can afford to provide tonnage on terms more 
reasonable than at present. By this mode the merchant 
also, besides the advantage of a lower rate of freight, 
derives another substantial benefit in the employment 
of his capital. He has it in his power to make Ins 
(iDgagemcnt with the ship-owner before he Itegins the 
purchase of his goods ; he can buy those only which it 
will answer for him to speculate in, at the ascertained 
rates of freight, and he suits the amount of his provi- 
.sioii exactly to the carriage he has secured for it. 

« Whatever be the expediency of keeping up tlie 
Company's regular shipping on their pre.seut respectable 
and expensive footing, it can answer only for the con¬ 
veyance of the Company’s own valuable goods, of the 
finer sorts of indigo, and of some other valuable com¬ 
modities of individuals; the rates of freight chargeable 
tlieroon are too extravagant to be borne by sugar of 
the Company’s investment, or by the gruff goods com¬ 
monly provided by iudividuals. The extra shipping 
..hired in England and sent out by the Company for the 
purpose of supplying the two last-mentioned demands, 
is at a rate beyond what the most cxton.sive exports 
from Bengal, viz. sugar and saltpetre, will reasonably 
bear. 
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“ It is ill vain to expect tliat Great Britain should 
become the empoiiuin of tlic trade of Asia uutil a very 
considerable reduction be otFected in the price of freight 
between India and the mother-country, and a blow 
he given by this means to the trade of foreigners. 

" It is by the employment of Indian-built shipping 
that this desirable reduction can be eltected. The pro¬ 
position of Mr. Dundas, therefore, that this description 
of shipping shall be employed exclusively for carrying 
the goods of individuals from India to England, is a 
most wise, and, connected with the consideration of the 
trade of foreigners, a necessary measure. 

“ It would open a prospect every way exhilarating ; 
of increased prosperity to the country by the extension 
of its powf^rs of produce and manufacture, and by 
opening new and unexplored sources of conunerce; of 
incretised beiielit to the merchant by unloosing Ms 
hands and giving a scope for the fullest.exertiou of his 
caparuties ; and of increased wealth to the nation, by 
promoting a more valuable importation into it, and 
reducing the foreign trade with India within its natuiul 
and proper bounds. 

“ That the shipping of India would bo adequate to 
the demand for it, there can be no doubt. At tins 
moment there are above 10,000 tons of shipping ten¬ 
dered and at command in Bengal, after two ships have 
been recently provided with cargoes to the amount of 
1,500 tons; timber proper for ship-building here and 
in the vicinity abounds; the art has arrived in Boagal 
at a high pitch, a great nurnlxir of artificers are con¬ 
stantly employed, and no sooner is a ship launched than 
the foundation of another is laid in her room. Spacious 
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and couvcnieiit docks for repairing ships are also ei eoted- 
Almost every article necessary lor ship-building, except 
the timber, would come from England, namely, iion, 
copper, nails, bolts, &c,, or with canvas, guns, &c. tor 
equipment, the value of wldch here is said to constitute 
full two-fifths of the cost of a ship when fitted for sea. 
This particular bunch of the maiiufactui'es of England 
wouM consequently be more largely cncouiuged by the 
extension of ship-building in India; and that the manu¬ 
factures of Groat Britain in general would^ obtain, a 
greater vent, when, by a reduction ol freight, they 
could be exported to India, and sold there on cheaper 
terms, there is just reason to suppose. 

“ 'Uhere appears to he only one class of men who can, 
with any propriety, express dissatisfaction at such an 
employment as that under consideration, of India-built 
shipping, a.n^l they are the ship-huiklers of Groat Bri¬ 
tain, It seems, however, very doubtful, whether even 
they would suffer in the end, as, from the far greater num¬ 
ber of such ships which would resort to England than 
that now furnished by it for this trade, the expense for 
repairs which they would require to bo laid out upon 
them there, might be expected, if not to equal, to fall 
little short of the original outlay of. construction of the 
British shipping. 

«It is understood that the employment of Indian- 
built sliipping should be confined strictly between Great 
Britain and India. One instance has oocumsd lately 
of a ship of this description, tho A nna, having made a 
voyage from England to the West Indies and back agiiin; 
other similar in.stauce.s, whiib have not come to my 
kiu/wledge, may have occurred. 
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“ H[r. Dunclas does not, he says; clearly perceive the 
Ixsnefit to arise from the interJ’erence of (jovemment, 
in taking np the ships of India, though he sees no 
objection to it. By moans of such interference a con¬ 
trol is established which provides for the employment 
of ships duly qualified by law, and for the security ol 
the property of individuals embarked in them, the same 
as if the property were the Company’s ; by the survey 
of the ships, their proper condition and equipment, 
their loading in due degree, besides other important 
and necessary regulations, amongst which are tiioso for 
the proper care and treatment of the seamen, whether 
natives of Asia or of Africa, by which such ships are 
navigated. 

“ But, it may bo asked, will not the trade of the 
(Joinpany' suffer by such an unlimited importation of 
Indian produce into England as this system may induce, 
and on terms of freight more reasonable than what 
they are obliged to pay, whereby the demand for their 
g6o<ls will he reduced and the value of them lessened. 
I'o this it may be a.iiswered, that the London Siilcs of 
East India goods will be affected by the tiggrcgate im¬ 
portation thereof into Europe at large, and the general 
state of the markets there, nearly in the same degree, 
whether the proportion imported into England itself be 
greater or less; ami that the Company have, from the 
long establishment of their factories, from the skill of 
their servants, trained up and employed at them, and 
the conficleiice which the manufacturers repose in them, 
from long habit of dealing vdth the Company, handed 
down to them from their forefathers, obtained so decided 
a superiority in the provision of the most valuable 
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articles, piece-goods and raw silk, that individual mer¬ 
chants oaimot pretend, by any practicable reduction of 
freight, to cope with them. In the article of sugar and 
other grafi goods, the private trade is more upon a 
par with the Company in the first purchase; and I do 
not see how the Company can maintain their gi'ouud in 
the market, unless they also resort to India-built ship¬ 
ping for the conveyance of such-like articles, sending 
out only regular Indiamen to carry home their valuable 
investments, which experience will shoAV to be a ueces- 
saij and profitable arrangement. 

“ It remains to .speak of the trade of firreigaers to 
this port,—a subject which calls for the most serious 
attention. 

" The value of the cargoes imported into Bong.al, in 
the year 1799-1800, by Americans and Portuguese, ex¬ 
ceeds one million of pounds sterling, of which 944,834/. 
have been imported in treasure ; whereas the value of 
imports from England by British individuals, does not 
amount to 600,000/. 

“ With such powerful moans, the.se two foreign 
nations have been enabled to increase their exports 
very considerably bejond those of British subjects. 

“ The export ti-adeof the Americans, in the last year, 
i.s nearly double what it was on an average of the three 
preceding years. The export trade of the Portuguese 
has quadrupled within the same period, and hut for 
want of cargo for one of their largest ships, would h.ave 
borne a higher proportion. 

“ Even supposing that the capital with w'hich thes*i 
nations trade was all their own, the proportion of the 
trade to Bengal, which they enjoy, seems unnaturally 
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great, compared with that of British subjects ; but con¬ 
sidering a portion of that capital, as it must be con¬ 
sidered, as being the capital of British subjects, it 
becomes a cause of alarm. 

“ Wh.at may be the proportion of British capitol em¬ 
ployed in the Portugal trade is not so clear; but the 
case respecting America is less doubtful. The documents 
of the Custom House, collected by the reporter of Ex¬ 
ternal Commerce, and before cited, show that not quite 
one-fourth of the funds with vvliich the Americans pur¬ 
chased their investments tlie last year, came from 
America ;~200,000/. in specie was imported direct 
from London, tlio remainder from the other ports in 
Europe and from the Island of Madeira, partly in ex¬ 
change for the sugars of Bengal carried thither, and in 
exciiange for their own corn, sold at Madeira, and part 
thence, it is supposed, on credit. 

“ Under the present system of things the Americans 
bid fair to exclude us from the market for .sugar in 
Europe ; their ships arc pouring into Bengal this sea¬ 
son, and they are carrying very large cargoes of it from 
Batavia. 

■“ The celerity with which they conduct theii’ commer¬ 
cial operations is surprising. Instances occurred last 
season of several of their ships disposing of their im¬ 
ports, j)urcliasing their export cargoe.s, and leaving the 
port in twenty and twenty-five days froin the date of 
their arrival. 

“ It is impossible that British merchants can, under 
the pre.seDt order of things, cope successfully with such 
alert rivals ; every consideration of bent fit to Briti.sh 
individuals, and of advantage to the British nation, calls 
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for speedy measures of reform respecting the tode of 
India, to which the scjvrcity of English shipping avail- 
ahlo here this season, seems now more particularly to 
invite, 

“ In addition to the immense advantages derived from 
your Lordship’s government to the British nation, by 
securing and consolidating its dominion in India, it 
remains, by unfettering the trade of it to British sub¬ 
jects and affording to them the enjoyment of their 
natural privileges, so far as may he consistent with the 
rights of the Company, and thereby reducing foreigners 
within their just and natural bounds, to draw forth all 
the resources of these valuable possessions, and to ac¬ 
complish the grand object, so long desired, of rendering 
Great Britain the emporium of the East. I have the 
honour to he, with great respect, my Lord, your Lord¬ 
ship’s most obedient and humble servant, 


“ G. UnifT.” 


The subjoined private letter to Lord Castlereagh 
will indicate the intensity of the opposition which 
Lord Wellesley’s measures respecting the trade of 
India encountered in Leadenhall-sti-eet, and at the 
same time show how strongly the Governor-General 
felt uijon this question ;— 


TO THE RIGHT HON. EORD ATSCOUNT CASTLEEEAGH, ScC. &C. 
(Private and Conlideutial,) 

liarackpore, December 3l8t, 1803, 

“Mr DEAR LoRI', 

“ The object of this letter is to solicit your Lord¬ 
ship’s protection for Mr. Udny, a member of the Coun- 
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cil at Fort Williairi, and a gentleman of the most 
unblemished honour, integrity and public spirit, of 
respectable talents, great diligonco and industry, and 
considerable knowledge in the commercial department. 

“These qualifications recommended Mr. Udny to 
my attention, and accordingly I promoted him to a 
seat at the Board of Trade, and afterwards mentioned 
his name as a proper person for the Council. 

“ Since Mr. ITdny has been a member of the Council, 
ho has. conducted himself with the most honourable and 
zealous spirit of cooperation, and has afforded very 
useful assistance in the conduct of commercial affairs. 
His attachment to me and the seiviccs which lie has 
rendered to the public under my administration have 
attnwjted the animosity of my numerous enemies in the 
India House, and his liboial sentiments upon the ques-* 
tion of the Private Trade have injured him in the 
opinion of the Court of Directors. 

“ An intimation has reached mo of a design formed 
at the India House for the supercession of Mr. XJdny in 
the Council at Fort William, either by the nomination 
of .Mr. Duncan, of Bombay, or by some other manage¬ 
ment which shall sacrifice Mr. Cdny to the vindictive 
hatred of m y enemies. 

“ It is my earnest request that your Lordship will 
will not suffer this worthy and faithful public servant 
to be made the victim of passions excited by his public 
services. Mr. Udiiy is a veiy respectable and useful 
member of this Council, and I am convinced that he 
will cobpeiate with Sir George Barlow sifter my depav- 
tare witli the same cordiality and honour which he has 
manifested towards me. In this confidence I most 
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anxiously hope tliat your Lordship will nr.amtain Mr. 
Udny in his seat in Council; and that at the expiration 

of the prescribed period of five years, your Lordship 
will cause his ap}K)intmeiit to he renewed. ^ 

‘'This solicitation is principally founded on a just 

souse of Mr. Udny's merits ; hut it is also inseparably 
connected ivith the principle.^ of justice, and with 
those of honourable attachment to faithful and vir¬ 
tuous friendship. 

“ I consider iny personal character and the cause or 
niy administration to be deeply involved in the pno- 
tection of Mr, Udny again.st the enemies of both ; and 
I shall feel any wound inflicted upon that meritorious 
public officer as sensibly as if it were directly pointed 
at niy reputation. 1 have the honour to be, wiJi groat 
regiud aud' esteem, my dear Lord, your Lordslui/s most 
faithful servant, WBiLESLEY." 
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Tmiislfttion of t!ic Latin Verf^cs written by liOrd WoII(.'.sley at Walmer 
Castle, September, 1707 (viW<:;p. KU, voL i.) by Viscoant Morpetb, 
now Enrl of Carlisle.* 

Parent of coantlesa Crimea, in headlong rage, 

War with liersolf seu frantic Gallia wage, 

’Till worn and wasted by intestine strife, 

She falls—her languid pvilso scarce ipiick with life. 

But soon she fools, t^noiigh every trerobling \’ein, 

New strength collected from couvtilsive pain; 

Onward she moves, and sounds t)io dire alarm, 

And bids insulted nations haste to ann ; 

Spreads wide the waste of War, and hurls the brand 
Of Civil fihsoord o^cx each troubled land ; 

While Desolation marks i\er furious course, 

And thrones, subverted, bow beneath her force. 

Behold ! she pours her Monarch’s guiltless blood, 

And quaffs, with savage joy, the crimson Hood ; 

Tlmii, proud the deadly trophies to display 
Of )jcr foul crime, resistless bursts away, 

Uiiaw’cl by justice, unappalPd by fear. 

And Titus with giant strength her mad career. 

Where’er her banners float in barbarous pride, 

Whereljr her conquest rolls in sanguine tide, 

There, the fair fabric of establish’d law, 

There, social order, end religious awe. 

Sink in the general wreck ; indignant there 
Honour and Virtue fly the tainted air; 

Fly the mild duties of domestic life 
That cheer the patent, that endear the wife, 


• From the A?Ui Juiobin, No. VII., December 35lh, 1797. 
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The lingci hig pnngi^ of kinged grief af?suage, 

Or nGothc the sorrows of dccltning age,^-* 

Nor yet can Hope presage t)\e aiu^pioiotis! hour, 
When Peace shall check the rage of lawless Power ; 
Nor yet the insatiate thirst of blood is o'er, 

Nor yet has Kapine ravaged every shore. 

Ex.li0u»tle»s Passion feeds the augmented flame, 

And wild Ambition mocks the voice of Shame: 
Keveuge, witli haggard look and scowling eyes, 
Surveys with horrid joy the expected prize ; 

Prowls round each rcmriant of monarchic sway, 

And dooms to certain death his fancied j»roy.— 

For midst the ruins of each falling state, 

One FavmiT’d Nation braves the general fate : 

One favour^ nation, whose impartial kws 
Of Roher Freedom vindicate tJie cause ; 

Her simple manners, midst surrounding crimes, 
Proclaim the genuine w’orth of ancient timen: 

True to herself, uncouqucraliy bold, 

Tlie nights her valour gaiiiM she dares uphold, 

Still wdth pure faith her promise dares fulfil 
Still bow« submission to the Almighty Will— 

Jiisit Heav’tt ! how Bnvy kindles at the sight! 
How mad Ambition phuus the desperate fight I 
With what new fury Vengeance hastes, to p»t!far 
Her tribes of rapine from yon crowded shore! 

Just Heav’n I how fair a victim at the 'ihrinp 
Of injured Freedom sliall her life rewgii, 

If eVr, propitious to tlic vows of hate, 

Unsteady Conquest stamp our inournful fate,— 

If e’er proud France usurp om* nnoient reign, 

And ride triumphant o’er the insulted main! 

♦ • # » 

Far hence the unmanly thought I Ti e voice of Fame 
Wafts o’er the applauding deep Ikt Duncan’s name. 
What though the Conqueror of the Italian plains 
Deem nothing gain’d, while this fair Isle nmiaivis, 
Though his young breast with rash presumption glow, 
He braves tlie vengeance of no vulgar foe : 

Conqueror no more, fidl soon his laurel’d pride 
Shall perish ; vvhelmM in Ocean’s angry tide 
His broken bands shall rue the fatal day. 

And scatter'd navies own Britannia’s sway | ” 




APPUNDIX. 




(^‘) 

The Army of Serinyapatam mrler the commayd of 
Getieral hfarris, 

(Vide p. :i*46.) 

CAVALRY. 

Fmsr Brigade.— Colonel Stevenson, his Majesty’s 10th 
dragoons, and the Ist and 4th regiments of native cavalry. 

Second Brigade.— Colonel Pater, his Mitjesty’s 2;5th 
dragoons, and the 2nd and 3rd regiments of native 
cavalry. 

INFANTRY. 

First BniGADE.--Major-Geaeral Baird, his Majesty’s 
12th and 74tb regiments, and the Scotah brigade. 

Second Brigade.— 'I’be Honourable Colonel Wellesley, 
his Majesty’s 33rd and 73rd regiments, and the regiment 
de Meuron. 

Tmird Bhigadk.— Colonel Cowdie, Ist regiment, 1st bat¬ 
talion, 6th regiment, and Ist battalion, ]2tfa regiv'cent of 
sepoys. 

Fourth Brigade.— - Lieutenant-Colonel Gardner, Ist, 
2nd, and 3rd battalion of Bengal volunteer sepoys. 

Firrii BRioADE.~Colonel Sherbrooke, 2nd battalion, 
Srd regiment, Ist battalion, 8th regiment, and 2nd batta¬ 
lion, 12th regiment sepoys. 

Sixth Brigade —Lieutenant-Colonel Snff, 2ad batta¬ 
lion, 5th regiment; 2nd battalion, 0th regiment. 


GENERAL STAFF APPOlNTEli TO THE ARMY. 

Commander-in-Chief, Lieutenant-General Harris. 
Military Secretary to ditto, Captain Macauley. 

Private Secretary to ditto, Lieutenant-Colonel Agnew. 



Persian Interpreter to ditto, Lientenant-Coloiiel Close. 


Aides-de-camp to ditto, Lieutenants Manott, Scott, and 
Harris. 

Adjutant-General to the .Army, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Close. 

Deputy Adjutant-General, Lieutenant-Colonel Agnew. 
Acting Deputy Adjutant-General, Captain Turing. 
Assistant Acting .Deputy Adjutant-General Captain 
Pearce. 

Quartennaster-General to the array, Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel Richardson. 

Deputy ditto, Captain Allen. 

Assistant Deputy ditto, Tneutenant 13. Sydenham. 

Chief Engineer, Colonel Gent. 

Adjutant of Engineers, Lieutenant Frazer. 

Captain of the Guides, Captain Orr. 

Commissary of Stores, Lieutenant-Colonel Carlisle. 
Deputy ditto, Captiun .1. Prescott. 

Agent for Bullocks, Major Dallas. 

Commissary of Grain, Major Hart. 

Commissary of Provisions, Major Corner. 

Superintendent of Bazers, Captain Macleod. 

Judge Advocate-General, Captain I..eith. 

Mustermaster of the Array, Captain A. Grant. 

Paymaster of the Army, W. H. Gordon, Esq. 

Surgeon to ditto, A. Anderson, Esq. 

Commander of Pioneers, Captain Drun. 

Postmaster, Captain Bond. 

Subordinate Agent for the Carriage of Camp-equipago of 
the Army, Lieutenant Berkley. 

Acting Deputy Adjutant-General of his Majesty’s troops. 
Captain K. Young. 

Major of Brigade, ditto, Deputy Paymaster of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Troops, Colonel C. V, Hart. 
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MADRAS ANT) BENGAL EORCES. 

l‘Jth and 25th regiments of light dragoons. 

1st, 2«d, 3rd and 4th regiments of native cavalry. 
Two companies of Bengal artillery. 

1st battalion of artillery. 

2nd ditto. 

12th, 33rd, 73rd, and 74th regiments of foot. 
Scotch brigade. 

Swiss regiment 

Ist battalion, Ist regiment of native infantry. 


2nd 

2nd 

Ist 

1st 

2nd 

Ist 

2nd 


Si 

)> 

yy 


8rd 

5th 

6th 

8th 

9th 

12th 

12th 


yy 

yy 

yy 

>? 

yy 


yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 


Throe battalions of Bengal volunteers. 
Coloni 1 lloberts’s detuchment, 

1 Company of Bengal artillery. 


1 

yy 

coast 

yy 


1st battaliou 

10th regiment of .Bengal native infantry* 

2nd 

yy 

loth 

yy 


2iii\ 

yy 

2nd 

yy 

coast native infantry. 

2nd 

53 

4th 

•5 

53 

Ist 

55 

nth 

J5 

yy 

2ii(i 

53 

nth 

yy 



BOMBAY ARMY. 

His Majesty’s 75th and 77tb regiments of foot. 
Company’s E. regiment of foot. 

I st battalion, 2nd regiment of native sepoys. 
2nd „ 2nd „ » 

1st „ 3rd „ 







2nd battalion, 3rd regiment, with detachment of 

or 9th battalion. 

1st „ 4th „ of native sepoys. 
lirAt „ 5th „ 

Detacbment of artillery and Lascars attached. 
Detachment of engineers, 
l^ioueer corps. 


the Isfc 
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I'iXtract of a letter from Captain Macauley to lacute- 
nant-Colonel Kirkpatrick, dated tlth of May, 1790. 

This day the most important discoveries liave been 
made in Tippoo^s palace- Papers containing the corre¬ 
spondence between the Sultaun, Malartic, Sercey, Menga- 
Ion, and others, with originals and authenticated copies of 
Tippoo’s proposals to the Islands and to the Directory of 
Franco, arc now' copying and will be forwarded as soon as 
possible to I^orcl Morning ton/* 

Extracts frOm Tippoo Sultaun’s Secret Correspondence 
with Zeinaun Shah and the French, translated from ihe 
Original Authenticated Papers in the French and Per¬ 
sian I.angnages, found in Seringapatani after the storm¬ 
ing of the fortress and death of the Sultaun. 


These documents were in the Persian and the French 
languages: were we to print the whole series they would 
occupy a largo volume; a few extracts, however, will serve 
to explain the nature of their contents:— 

^rho original of these memorandums, and others which 
are omitted, were in *^J'ippoo Sultann^s hand-v/riting, in the 
Persian language. 


Names of the three islands belonging to the English: 
1 reland—Guernsey—^Jersey. 
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Oq the English island there was :<inoe the Rajah of a 
tribe caried Cosseea, a hundred years ago ; the English 
Rajah put the Rajah of the Coaseeas to death and took 
possession of his country.^ 

QUESTION TO THi; OFITCEH OF OOVEaNMENT. 

“ What negotiations and engagements shall be entered 
into with the French nation ? 


ANSWER. 


\i*t The French trooi)a and French coramander to be 
under the orders of Khoodadaudf Sircar, in military mat¬ 
ters.—2adlj% After taking Cheenaputtun (Madras), it should 
be destroyed, and lot the sea overwhelm it Prom Pon¬ 
dicherry to Madras, territory yielding five lacs of rupees, 
to he given to the French; the remainder of the Cudda^ 
loro district to belong to the Khoodadaud Sircar. The 
fort of Ginjee also to be ceded to the Froncli. The fort of 
Goa to belong to the Khoodadau<l Sircar; Bombay to belong 
.to the Frencb.~8rdly. 'i'ho army of the Khoodadaud Sircar 
to unite with that of the French in the conquest of Bengal. 

« Such part of the territory of Bengal as may bo con¬ 
quered, to be equally divided between the Khoodadaud 
Sircar and the French.—4thly, The question of war and 
peace v^dth the English, to be decided only by the mutual 
advice of the parties,—-that is to say, the Khoodadaud Sir- 
car and the French.*' 


(On the hack of the originaU) 


O Protector! 

Belonging to the Presence." 


^ The rt*?idejr wiJl smile ufc this version of English history : the word 
Corneas 8V<Mtis to have* intended for Eco$^aiSj Scotch ; nnd the Rajak 
for one of the kin;^3 of Scotland. 

t Literally, God Given f’ a title assiuned hy Tippoo. 
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'rh <5 following lettor, addressed fco the French Directory, 
was ill the French language 

Scriiigapntfti.i, the 2ntl of April, 1707, 

the Sth Year of the French Republic. 

Tippoo Sultaun the Victorious to the citizens composing the 
Executive Power of the French liepuhlic. 

Citizens, 

“ I salute you, and wish every happiness to you and 
your nation. Citizen Ripaud arrived in my country. After 
having sustained an engagement, his small vessel had nearly 
foundered at sea: as 1 have for a long time been desirous 
of receiving intelligence from your nation, I brought him to 
my usual place of residence, I questioned him with re¬ 
gard to the operations of the war and to your condition, 
and I inquired whether you thought of your ancient ally. 
He informed me of all your plans, and of your good inten¬ 
tions towards me and my country. His ccmniunications 
gave me cordial satisfaction, and cncoiiniged me to make 
the present advances towards a revival of intercourse, by 
sending to you three of my confidential chiefs to testify to 
you my friendship, and to renew our ancient alliance. In 
the writing which 1 send to you, you will pt*rcoive my 
attachment, my disposition, and the sentiments of iny heart 
for your nation, which 1 have always loved.—Study the 
welfare of my country as I study that of yours. 

Your Ally, 

(Signed) 

Signature, or Byze, of Tippoo Sultiuiri. 

in the annexed letter to General Mengalon, Tippoo 
invites the French to invade India for the purpose of 
driving out the English;— 
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(Original ill the Frcru3h lanjDTUftge.) 

Soniig'ivpatam, the 2Xst »)l' April, 171)7, 

the ^>th Year of the French K(: ])ablic. 

CrnziSN General Mengalon, 

“ Since I manifested my friendship in writing to you, my 
messengers have arrived with the following intelligence, 
winch will not bo displeasing to you. 

‘‘The Nizam, an ally of the English, and the chief of the 
Mogols, is very ill, and his great age loaves no prospect of 
his recovery. He has four children, who are disputing the 
right of succession; one of them who is much attached to 
me, is the favourite of the chiefs and of the people, and h 
expected to succeed. 

“Whilst a civil war exists in the Mahratta, and Nizam's 
dominions, the English are not better situated; for the Na- 
bob Mirza Amanis (Asoph ud Doula) chief of Bengal, 
having heard of the arrival of Zeinaun Shah at Delhi, com¬ 
menced hostilities against them, and witli some advantiigc. 
At Calicut they have been attacked by the Cotiote Rajah, 
Conjea Ram llam, who has killed in three sallies one Lhoii- 
saod Europeans and three thousand sepoys. On the coast 
of Malabar they are attacked on every side; and the revolt 
is geneial, owing to their vexatious govertmient, and to the 
mxes which they have imposed. 

“ On the coast of Cororaanded, from Masuhpatam to Ma¬ 
dras and Arcob their tyranny has excited revolt amongst 
all the princes, powerful and weak, who all as.sert their 
rights; and a nephew of the Nabob of Madras, who held a 
command under the English, has lately been killed by his 
own chiefs, who were become desperate. 

“ I inform you of these events in order to prove to you thaf 
it is now the moment for yon to invade Indio* With little 
troxMe we shall drive them out of India, Rely on my friend^ 
ship* (Signed) 

Signature or B)*7.e of Tippoo rtultaun 
(A true translation.) (i. U. Kf.ble, 

French Translator. 


VOL. 1. 


E E 


APPENDIX. 





APPENDIX* 


IKOM riPPOO SUVrAUN TO THF. FFlENCH BIKECTORY. 

Ciraar Condadad to Executive Directory, repre^ 
seuthuj the French Republic, one and indivhihk, at Paris. - 

“ iti my Pula<ie at SevingaimtaTn, 20th July, 17F>8. 

In the name of that friendship which the Sircar Couda- 
dad, and thej subjects of the Sircar, vow to the French 
Republic, which friendship and alliance shall endure as 
long as the sun and moon ehiue in the heavens, and wh ch 
shall be so solid that the most extraordinary events sliall 
neither break nor disunite thorn. 

‘''i'hc English, jealous of the connection aud friendship 
v/hieh for so long a time has subsisted between my Sircar 
and Paance, sonm years ago united against me with the 
Mahrattas, tiie Nizam Ally Khan, and my other enemies, 
and declared a war, as odious as unjust, which lasted seve¬ 
ral years, and of which the result was so fatal, that it cost 
me three crores, and thirty lacs of rupees in tnoiiey, and 
my 6nest provinces. 

Republic is certainly not ignorant of any of those 
unfortunate circumstances, nor of the many efforts 1 made 
to dispute, inch by inch, the possession of that coantry, 
which at last I was obliged to relinquish to our common 
enemy. I should not have beev^ driven to such cruel sacri- 
tices bad I been aided by my ancient allies the French, who 
were deceived by the perfidious machinations of Conway, 
tho Gov^ernor-General of Pondicherry, who was then plot¬ 
ting with Campbell, the Governor of Madras, for the 
evacuation of the place commanded by the former. No 
doubt the Republic will now repair the fault of their former 
government by driving the English from their rich posses¬ 
sions in India. 

These sentiments, with which I have long been ani¬ 
mated, I have made known to the Government of the Isle of 
P ranee, through the organ of two ambassadors, from whom 
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I had the great satisfaction of receivjng such an answer as 
I desired togetiier with the republican flag, by the hands 
of Cliapuis, chief of a brigade, and Duboc, a captain of a 
ship, who also brought with itiem the inconsideral)l0 suc¬ 
cour of officers and men, with which circumstaneos per- 
niittod General Malartio and Rear-Admiral Sorcej to 
supply me. 

retain with mo tho first of these officers, and send tiie 
second to you as n^y ambassador, who, in requesting your 
alliance offensive and defensive, will, I trust, obtain .such a 
reinforcement of troops as, joined to mine, may enable me 
to attack and annihilate for ever our common encmicii in 
Asia. 

“i send you my standard, (w hich, united with that of the 
llepublie, will serve as a basis for the alliance into which 
our respective nations are about to contract,) and with it 
the particular articles which I have charged Captain Duboc 
to coaimunicate to you. 

I join with him my subjects. Sheik Abdoiibraim and 
Mahomet Bismilla, who are equally authorised to represent 
me with your government. 

“ Whatever may be the future state of our two nations, 
whether blended or separate,“into whatever engagements 
they may respectively enter,—may the prosperity, the glory, 
and the success of both be still the common object of each ; 
may the sentiments which they feel for each other be gua¬ 
ranteed by mutual assurances of fidelity, and by oaths of 
reciprocal obligation; and may the heavens and earth meet 
and unite, ere the alliance of the two nations shall suffer 
the smallest alteration. 

(A tnic translation.) G. G. Kkblb, 

French Translutm. 

TIppoo Sultaun communicates to the French Directory 
his ai)pointmGnt of Captain Duboc as his ambassador j— 
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TO THE FRENCfJ EEPUBMC, ONE AND INDIVISiaLE. 

‘‘Placing entire conlklence in thtv patriotic zeal and 
fidelity npanifested by citizen Duboc, capt iia in the navy of 
the Frenoli Uepnblic, one and indivisible, and Cominandev- 
in-Chief of my marine, I have appointed, and do hereby 
appoint him, one of iny atnbasstidors to the Lxecutivo IJirec- 
tory at Paris, there to fulfil with punctuality the orders 
which I have given him. For that purpose, I give him all 
the most extensive powers necessary to the success of the 
mission which I have entrusted to him, promising and bind¬ 
ing myself to the French Republic, one and indivisible, to 
ratify the engagements which citizen Duboc may enter into 
in rny name with the National Convention, and the Execu¬ 
tive Directory at Paris; as well as with the artists and 
workmen, whom 1 have directed him to engage for my 
service Given in my palace of Seringapatam, under my 
signal\irc, and that of my Prime Minister, with the Seal of 
State affixed, the 20th July, 1798/* 


(A truo trauHlution.) 


(h CK KliDLE, 

French Translator 


Tippoo, it appears from the following paragraph, raeclU 
tated the seizure of the Portuguese settlement of Goa: 

“Article 14.—Wc will cotnmeuce hostilities against 
the English and Portuguese; wlicn, in case the Nizam and 
the Mahratlas should join them, we will make war against 
them also, for it will then be necessary to subjugate them 
also, and to render them tributaries to us .”—Propositiom of 
Tippoo to the French Directory. 

Among the papers found in tbe palace of Seringapatam, 
was a particular account of the French force from the Isle 
of France, which arrived in India previously to the coin- 
menceiuent of the Governor-General s prej;arations against 
'f’ippoo:— 


Abstract Statement ot the force sent by Generals Malar- 
tic, Sercc)', and Mengalon, from Mauritius, to be employed 


in the service of Tippoo:— 

Chapuy, General of tb.e Laud ForeeSj , « 1 

Duboc, Genei il of the Marine . . 1 

Desmoulins, Cominandant of the Europeans, • 1 

Officers of the Anillery, . » . 2 

Marine Officers, . . ^ . 6 

Ship Builders and others, . * 4 

Officers, Captains, Serjeants, and Linguist. . 26 

European Soldiers, , ^ « 36 

Soldiers of the second description or half-ruist, 22 


Total of the persons arrived from Mauritius, 99 
Exclusive of Monsieur l)e Bay, the watch-maker, making 
together one hundred persons. 

Return of the naval officers of the French Republic sent 
by Generals Malartic and Sercey, for the service of the So¬ 
vereign Prince Tippoo:— 

SAVOIR. 

M. Duboc, Capitaine deb Vaisscaux. de Guerre de la 
Republique Francaise uiie et indivisible, commandant les 
Forces Navales. 

MM. St. 06nes, Barth, La Rabinais. — Lieuts. des 
Vaisseaux de ia Republique. 

M. Filletas.—Faisant fonctions de Mrajor de la Marine. 

MM. Petit, Dudemaim— Enseignes dos Vaisscaux de 
la Republique, 

M. Lelee,-~Maitre Dirccteur des travaux du Port. 

M. ftferlet,— Conatructeur des Vaisseaux Charpentier. 

M, Bessiere,—Aspirant de la marine, .leune Officier. 

Francois Robert, Charpentier. 

Onze Personnes, attaches a la Marine. 

A Mangalore, le Avril, 179 B. 

(Signe) “ Ptllietaz, 

Major de la Marine. ’ ’ 
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hi a letter addref^sed to Tippoo from Rear-Admiral Sereey 
commanding the naval forces of France in the Indian Seas, 
dated 4th March, 1798, the following passages occur 

1 am extremely conceited that the naval force under 
my command, 5s not at present sufficiently considerable to 
admit of my proceeding to India, to make such a diversion 
as might forward your interests; but If I should be rein* 
forced as I expect, I shall be very eager to seek our com¬ 
mon encQiiegH and to assist you in their reduction. Previous 
to the arrival of your ambassadors, I had addressed the 
government of tny country in Europe, on the necessity of 
expediting this measure, and the day subsequent to their 
arrival, I dispatched two frigates to France witli the new 
proposals which you offer. It is to be regretted that you 
did not sooner apprise us of your favourable disposition.'’ 

Ill a letter from W. Doscomber to Tippoo, dated 5th 
March, 1798, the SuUaun is urged to form alliances with 
the several Native Powers: — 

‘‘ There is still time, however, to crusli this ambitious 
nation; but it is necessary that the Court of Poonah, 
tlie Soobah ol‘ the Deccan, the Tartars, the Rajah of Tra- 
vancore, all the Rajahs, Nabobs, and Soobahs, that all the 
Chiefs of Asia, in short, should unite to attack, to over¬ 
throw, and finally to expel those haughty English: Init it is 
absolutely necessary that the alliance should be founded on 
good faitli, and that it should be skilfully formed ; in order 
that the princes, whose forces are inconsiderable, may not 
find themselves overpowered, in consequence of a want of 
concert between the parties: but when the plan shall have 
been properly virranged, and when the Englisli shall find 
dicmselves assailed from every quarter of Asia, their 
destruction will be inevitable.” 

I'ippoo was not slow to respond to these invitations :~ 

‘■‘Happy moment! the time is come when t can deposit 


in the bosom of my friends, the hatred which J boar against 
these opprossorB of the human race. If you will assist me, 
in a short time not an Englishman shall remain in India; 
you have the power and the means of eflecting it, by your 
free negroes; with these new citizens (much dreaded by the 
English) joined to your troops of the line, we will purge 
India of these villains. The springs whir.h I have touched 
have put all India iti motion, iny friends are ready to fall 
upon the English; for everything here relies on my discre¬ 
tion. Your enemies, as I have apprised you, shall be 
mine.”— Tippoo to the Representatives of the People residing 
iu the Isles o f France^ 

A letter from M. Ripeaud to ‘‘ Citizen Sultauu 'I’ippoo''’ 
establishes the fact, that General Uayiriond tlie commander 
of the French auxiliary force in the service of the Nizam, 
had opened a correspondence with the king of Mysore :— 

I repeat to you, that your interests arc as dear to me 
as those of iny own nation ; and you may rely on the frank¬ 
ness of my heart; but Raymond appears to make advances 
to you: do you appear to accept and return this confi¬ 
dence, and allow me to act a part with him. Be assured 
that he will submit himself to your pleasure : subtle ?is he 
is, I will outwit him, and you shall be satisfied.” 

Among the papers found at Seringapatarii were the draft's 
of several letters in the Persian language, addressed by 
I'ippoo to Zemaun Shah. 'The following short extract 
will serve as a specimen:— 

These circumstances, which are as well know n from 
east to west, as the sun in the centre of tl>e heavens, sug¬ 
gested to my mind tbak agreeably to the command of Gofl 
and his apostle, declared in these words, “ Slay the divisors 
of the Godhead,” we shordd unite in carrying on a holy war 
against the injideky and free the region of Hindx)stan from the 
CAmtamination of the enemies of our religion. —1 he followers 
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p| faith iu these territories always assembling at a 
select time on Fridaj'B, olFer up their prayers in the words 
:-Oh God, slay the infidels who have closed thy way ! 
Let their feins return upon their own heads, with the 
punishment that i« due to them!’—I trust that Almighty 
God, for the sake of hiti beloved, will accept their prayers, 
and through the merit of a holy cause, prosper our mutual 
oxortiows to that end.—And ^through the inflilence of the 
words, ^ Thine armieti shall c6n(|uer,* will render us victo¬ 
rious and successful/’ 

rh(' following is an extract of a letter from Zemaun 
Shall to Tippoo Sultaim:— 

‘‘As the object of your well-directed mind is the destruc- 
tion of the infidels and the extension of the faith of the 
pro|)het, please God, we shall soon march with our con- 
"quering army to wage war with the infidels and polytheists, 
and to free those regions from the contamination of these 
shameless tribes with the edge of the sword; so that the 
inhabitants of those regions lie restored to comfort and 
repose: be therefore perfectly satisfied in this respect 
With regard to your request for deputing two persons to 
reside at our court, with a view to strengthen the ties of 
friendship, we have to express our acquiescence, 

“ We have sent a few articles hereunder mentioned, as a 
memorial of our regard, by your ambassadors, who have 
explained to us the message 'with which you had commis- 
slbiied them.” 

We have quoted enough to demonstrate the niagnitiaie 
of the dangers which threatened the British power at the 
crisis wdien Lord Wellesley arrived in India, and at the 
same time to afford an irrefutable coutirmation (if further 
confirmation be ncoessary) of tlic3 correctness of the views 
of the Governor-General and the wisdom of his (u oceed- 
iugs, with reference to the intriguing-and enterprising Sul- 
taim of Seringapataiih 
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(4.) 

Correapondence between Major-General Baird and General 
Harris re.^peeting Colonel the Honourable Arthur Wei- 
lesley^s Appointment in Scringapatam. 

TO UKOTENANT-GENEJIAJL HAIITIIS, COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF, &C. &C. 

Camp, Seriugapatam, 6th of May, 1790,” 

“Sir, 

Having, in a letter which I had this morning the 
honour to address you, given a detailed account of the 
assault of the fort of Seringapatam, the conduct of which 
you did me the honour to intrust to me, permit me now. 
Sir, to address you on the subject of the events which have 
taken place since that time. 

“ Having been honoured with the conduct of the assault, 
and having executed that duty to your satisfaction, I 
naturally concluded that T should have been peiraitted to 
retain the conimarid of Seringapatam, or, at least, that I 
should not be superseded lu it by a junior oflScer. Judge, 
then, my surprise, when expecting to have the honour of 
delivering to you the keys of Seringapatam, in the palace 
of the late Tippoo Sultaun, and of congratulating you on 
the most brilliant victory that ever graced the British arms 
in India, to have an order put into my hands by Colonel 
Wellesley, by which I found myself instantly superseded in 
the command by that officer. I am really ignorant what 
part of my conduct could merit such treatment. 

When, on a former occasion, Colonel Wellesley was 
appointed to the command of the detachment serving with 
his Highness the Nizam, while I remained in charge of a 
brigade, you informed me that matters of a political nature 
made it necessary to have tliat officer with the Nizam’s 
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arav. Although I severfly felt the appointment of a 
junior officer lo so distingublied a couimaud, while I re¬ 
mained in an inferior statioti, 1 submitted to the necessity 
which you informed me dictated the measure; but this 
second snpcrcession I feel most sensibly, as it must have 
the eflbct of leading his Majesty and the Commander4a 
Chief in England to believe that I am not fit for any corn- 
niancl of importance, when it has been thought proper to 
give the command of Seringapatam to Colonel Wellesley, 
while he, at the same time, continues to hold the command 
of the Nizanrfs detachment. 

‘‘ In camp it is rumoured to have been at my own request 
that another officer was appointed to the command oi 
Sevingapatam ;*you, Sir, must know that this is not the 
case. The request, if made, must have tieen made by me 
to you; and, so far from its ever being my intention to 
make such a request, if (after the a^^surances I have re¬ 
peatedly received from you, that you would take the first 
opportunity of placing me in a situation more adequate to 
the rank I hold than that of the command of a brigade,) I 
bad deemed it necessary to make any request to you, it 
would have been to be placed in the cotmnmd of Seringa- 
patam; and when 1 reflected that my two seniors,, belong¬ 
ing to the coast army, continued to stand appointed to the 
northern and southern divisions of the Carnatic, and that 
the Hon. Col Wellesloy, the next junior to mo, stood ap- 
[mluted to the command of an ar/m/, while I remained in 
eliarge of a brigade, I should have felt thafi was hinting a 
<lmd)t, which T never entertained, of the sincerity of those 
assurt>ncep, if I had made a particular application for the 
command of Seringapatam—indeed I could not think it 
necessary. 

Some mistake may have arisen from n\y having, through 
Major Beatson, expressed a desire that the whole storming 
party might be relieved from camp; so that order might be 
established, and troops more equal to take the fatigue of 


APPENDIX, 


42 



guard-mounting during the night, be placer! in the fort; 
and r wished to be relieved for a short tiinrj, that I might 
njysolf liave had the honour of reporting our success, 
anrl informing you in person of every partic.nlar re¬ 
lative to the storm. 1 his not having been found conve¬ 
nient, 1 desired Captain Young, Deputy AjutanKJeneral of 
His Majesty’s troops, who was proceeding to camp at day¬ 
light next morning, to inform you that, as I was much 
recovered from the fatigues of the preceding day, I wished 
not to be relieved till I had examined the state of the works 
and ascertained the number of cannon cajiturerl. 1 re¬ 
ceived a letter from Cajdain Young, long before Colonel 
Wellesley superseded me, informing me that he had made 
my request known to you. 

“ I cannot but feel obliged by your having enabled me to 
act so dii-tinguished a part in tire storm, though I find so 
little attention has, in every other instance, been paid to 
my requests, that I am almost led to believe my being 
employed on that occasion, was owing to my being the 
only officer of rank who had made a voluntary eftet of his 
services. 

“ 1 request that copies of this letter may be transmitted 
to his Royal inghneas the Duke of York, Commander- in 
Chief, for the information of his Maje.sty; that, at the 
same time he is informed of iny having been twice super¬ 
seded by Colonel Wellesley, lie may be in possession of 
such reasons as you shall think, proper to give for it, that 
he may be satinlied the measure wa.s dictated by necessity, 
and not by any want of capacity on rny part to fill the 
situation. 


“ 1 have the honour, $ic. 


D. Bairo.” 


VlOW 
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TO MAJ01i.-GENEIlAE BAIHl), &C. &C. &C. 

8th of May.—Cutup, Seringapatam. 

“• Sill, 

The ComTn.mder.in-Chief directa tnc to inform you 
that he has this day received, from Major of Briga<ie Fal¬ 
coner, your seport of the assault intrusted to your conduct 
on die 4th instant; and that, ever ready to do justice i;o the 
merits of officers under his command, he is happy in the 
occasion you have given him for taking particular notice of 
the conduct of Colonel Sherbrooke ! 

« I am aiso directed to acknowledge the receipt of the 
very improper letter which accompanied your report. 

“'ilie distinguished command for which you were se¬ 
lected by the Commatider-in-Chief, and the sentiments he 
has so publicly and recently expressed on that occasion, 
sufficiently inark wliat was his sense of your military-merit; 
and it is with regret that he now finds himself compelled to 
blame a total want of discretion and respect in an ofticei’ of 
your high rank and length of service, in terms so opposite 
to those in which ite was lately so happy to applaud your 
gallantry, hiiinauity, and zeal. 

'* Lieutenant-General Harris is persuaded that an officer 
who thinks himself authorised to remonstrate with his imme¬ 
diate superior, can never be usefully employed in the army 
he commands. Should you, therefore, continue to hold 
sentiments so opposite to the principles of .niilitary subor¬ 
dination, you have his permission to proceed by thefrst safe 
coi' ueyance io Fort Si. George. 

“■ The Coinmander-in-Chief will certainly forward to his 
Royal Highness the Duke of York copies of your letter 
and his reply. I have the honour to be, Sir, your very 
obedient servant, (Signed) P. A. Agnew. 

Mil. Sec. to the Conmimider-in-Chief, 
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OENKRAL BAinn TO GEISrEllAL HAnUIS, 


Sni, 


1 yesterday received a letter fron; Lieut»-Col. 
Agriew, your public secretary, which has created in me the 
greatest aBtoivishment. 

“ Conceiving myself injured, and my military character 
in some degree impeached, in the repeated preference that 
had been shown to my junior, the tlonourable Colonel 
Wellesley, in nominating him to distinguished commands, 
while I, serving with the same army, was still left in my 
original situation of commandant of a brigade; and feeling 
as i conceived every military man in a similar situation 
would have felt, on being superseded by ihe same officer in 
tlie command of the important fortress, of Seringapatam, 

I thought it due to my own character to address yon on 
that subject, and ’ can safely affirm that, in that address, it 
was my firm intentiou to make to you the most respectful 
statement of facts. 

On the receipt of your secretary’s letter, I again and 
again perused the one 1 had had the honour to address to 
you; and, after every attempt, must acknowledge myself 
unable to discover one paragraph, or even one word, which 
can be construed into the smallest disrespect. God knows, 
such an idea was the farthest from my thoughts I I there¬ 
fore feel with double sensibility the unmerited asperity of 
your secretary’s letter, which I can hardly bring myself to 
believe to contain your real sentiments. If, however, 1 am 
wrong in ^his conjecture, I trust you will enable mo to 
clear myself before a general court-martial, from which 
I can have nothing to fear, being satisfied in my own mind 
that there is not an officer in this, or in any army, who 
move abhors the crime of which I stand accused. 

“ It was niy intention, from the momeni I was superseded 
in the command of Seringapatam, to apply for permission 
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to quit the army, as soon as I deemed my services to my 
king and country no longer required rny remaining with it. 
My M'ish is still to do so, and I shall, when there is no 
longer an appearance of tbo army’s being actively em¬ 
ployed, make an application to you to that effect. If, how¬ 
ever, you should still persevere in your determination oi 
ordering me from the arm)^, in consequence ot the respect¬ 
ful representation I have thought myself authorised to 
make to you, I shalh in tliat case, only have to regret the 
necessity there will be for making niy removal from the 
army, and the circumstances which occasioned it. equally 
public. 

(Signed) D. Baird.” 


TO MAJOH-GKMEPAL BAIFD, &C. ^C. &C. 

Sorin^Ajmtam, 10th of Htuy, 17U9. 

Sill, 

<< The Coitunander-in-Chief has received your letter 
of the 9tli instant, and directed rue to inform you in reply, 
that the explanation therein given has produced no change in 
the smtiments expressed hy his order on the 1th instant^ in my 
letter to you. 

“ It was not the words, but the tenor of your letter of the 
(Uh instant, that the Commander-in-Chief thought it his 
duty to remark. He never can admit the right of any 
subordinate officer to remonstrate with him on the pro¬ 
priety of measures he lias adopted for the public service, 
or on his selection of officers tor situations of public trust. 
In assuming this privilege, he still thinks that you have 
been ^’anting in discretion and respect; and your letter (f 
yesterday has in a great measurfWSffnwoed the concern he felt 
at the necessity which obliged him to irfonn you that such 
his opinions. 


rtmr^y 



” Lieutenant-Ceneral Harris desires that this letter may 
coni'-lude a correspondence which you are at Ul>eity to 
m-Aa as public as you vhink proper. I have the lionour to 


ho, $ir, your most obedient servant, 

(.Signed) “ P. A. Aonew. 

Alii. Bec\ to the OoDniiaiKlei in-Cluol*, 
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